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The Letter to the Hebrews, Lesson #21

A Short Note on the ‘Seat of Judgment’ in the NT
The Greek word or bema, is used 4 times in the NT:

Matthew 27:19, Pilate was sitting on the seat of judgment

John 19:13, again Pilate sat down on the seat of judgment

Neither reference concerns us here.  What concerns us are the other two in Romans 14:10 and 2 Corinthian 5:10.  We will look at the scriptural context, the occasion, and the audience of these two references.
Romans Chapter 14

We must read the entire chapter in order to get the whole context of:

A) The Occasion

B) The Audience 

Romans 14:1 – As for the man who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not for disputes over opinions.  2 One believes he may eat anything, while the weak man eats only vegetables.  3 Let not him who eats despise him who abstains, and let not him who abstains pass judgment on him who eats; for God has welcomed him.  4 Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another?  It is before his own master that he stands or falls.  And he will be upheld, for the Master is able to make him stand.


5 One man esteems one day as better than another, while another man esteems all days alike.  Let every one be fully convinced in his own mind.  6 He who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord.  He also who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God; while he who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.  7 None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.  8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.

9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother?  For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God;  11 for it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise unto God.”  


12 So each of us shall give account of himself to God.


13 Then let us no more pass judgment on one another, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.  14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean.  15 If your brother is being injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love.  Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died.
16 So do not let your good be spoken of as evil.  17 For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit; 18 he who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men.  19 Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual building up;  20 [and] not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. … 
The Occasion

1. Disputes in the church about food and drinks

2. Several practices of eating and abstaining
The Audience
1. Christians who belong to the same church but are fighting.

2. Faith is almost lost among the audience.  They have lost the vision that they (v7), “live to the Lord, and die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.”
3. Then comes the warning, do not judge (v10) Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother?  For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God,
4. (v12) So each of us shall give account of himself to God.
5. (v13) Then let us no more pass judgment on one another, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 

Conclusion

1. There is nothing at all about past sins.

2. It is a pastoral warning to those who lost the faith that there is judgment and thus let us not judge one another. 
2 Corinthians Chapter 5

The whole chapter must be read because it deals with the transformation of the body here and on the last day.

2 Corinthians 5:1 – For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, [but an] eternal [house] in the heavens.  2 Here indeed we groan, and long to put on our heavenly dwelling,  3 so that by putting it on we may not be found naked.  4 For while we are still in this tent, we sigh with anxiety; not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.  5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

6 So we are always of good courage; we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord,  7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.  8 We are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive good or evil, according to what he has done in the body.


11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men; but what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience.  12 We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to be proud of us, so that you may be able to answer those who pride themselves on a man’s position and not on his heart.  13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.  14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died.  15 He died for all, that those who live might live no longer for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.”
The Occasion

1. The resurrection and the transformation of the body, and please notice that the “tent” becomes (v1) “a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”  This is not what we can do but what we are waiting to have.  Thus Paul says that we are aware of our mortal body (v4): “we sigh with anxiety; not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.  He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.”  But we have had the Spirit who is given as a guarantee for our transformation (Romans 8:11)
2. Please notice that we have the good courage in verses 6 and 8 and in 1 Peter 1:13 we are told of the grace that we will have on the day of Judgment, “Therefore gird up your minds, be sober, set your hope fully upon the grace that is coming to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  This grace is that same one that was told but in different words in 1 John 3:1-3:  1“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  2 Beloved we are God’s children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.” 
3. We are looking for that great event [at which] all that we have done in the body shall truly be revealed, good or evil; but this will take place under the divine act of our final transfiguration. 

The Audience

Although there is no obvious audience, three important topics must be made clear:
1.
While Romans 14:10 deals with sectarianism and factions, and thus puts forward the Seat of Judgment to warn those who fight over days, food and other matters that belong to cults, 2 Corinthians 5:10 deals with the resurrection and the final change.  The two topics belong to two different articles of our faith.  The two verses also belong to these two articles of faith.
2.
Since the two verses belong to two different topics it is utterly unreasonable to put them together to create fear, since we are all justified by faith through grace and we will not inherit the kingdom as a reward for our good deeds.
3.
Most of our mistakes are due to using one or two verses out of context and magnifying them to create or to prove something that is not in the confession of the ancient church
Next handout will deal with the “rewards.” – GHB
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