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The Letter to the Hebrews, Lesson #22

Rewards: What and Where?
An Exercise in Biblical Interpretation  

CLASS NOTES

- Following a lively class discussion on these topics Oct. 28, last week George taught on the Judgment Seat, and this week we are discussing Rewards in Heaven.  

- Upcoming schedule:  Class meets Nov. 18, does not meet Nov. 25 (Thanksgiving eve), and then meets Dec. 2, Dec. 9 to finish Hebrews.  Jan. 13 we begin a study of Ephesians.

- Remember gift wrap and bows for “Gifts of Grace”!  Bring to class.





   - Bob Walters, rlwcom@aol.com, 317-694-4141
The Danger of Verse by Verse Preaching

1. It is not wrong to read and interpret the Bible verse by verse.  In fact, it is good because it is the only way to read the Bible.  But as we read and interpret each verse separately, we lose sight of the whole topic that is covered in more than one book of the Bible: it may have started in Genesis and was completed in Revelation such as the Christian doctrine of Creation, or the election of Israel that has ended by the Incarnation of the Son of God our Lord Jesus Christ who called all nations to come to the sharing of the blessing of Abraham.

2. Christian faith is one whole message that is embodied in the life, teaching, death, resurrection, ascension of the Lord and will come to its final fruition by the Second coming of our Lord.  This was known in the early church as the Rule of Faith and later was called the Creed.  Thus to gain a complete understanding of the Bible, we must interpret the Bible in the light of the articles of the Creed if we want to gain a full understanding of the whole Bible.
How Can We Read the Bible Correctly?
1. Firstly, the life of Jesus, his teaching, his death, resurrection, ascension, and his rule of the church as its head must be the guiding light that leads us to unlock all the Scriptures. Jesus did this when he catechized the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.  Let us not think that since this was not written we have lost it all.  This is not true.  For underneath many of the OT quotations in the NT we can hear the voice of Jesus.  The Four Gospels were written after our Lord ascended to heaven.  Even later the OT words quoted by Paul in Acts point to a wide known tradition that is summarized in a short sentence: “that the Scripture may be fulfilled.”

2. Some of the texts of the OT were paraphrased and other words were even added to give a clear meaning that these words are about Jesus.  Some are short, and some even cut one verse into two parts.  Isaiah 53-54 was taken from the LXX (see a previous handout) or quoted in a short form at the encounter of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26ff ).  These are not proof texts (individual verses used out of context for argument), for proof texts belong to Christian Polemics (between churches), not to preaching the Good News.  These were witnesses of the prophets who don’t give us a “blue print” but prophetic hints that don’t give us a clear vision till the Person of Jesus comes to make all these Oracles clear.

3. The teaching of Jesus such as in Matthew 5-7 (Sermon on the Mount) was an updating of the old prophetic teaching, and in the parables we can see three great chapters:
· First: Correction of the wrong teaching of the Rabbis such as: on giving charity, forgiveness of sins, attitude to non Jews.

· Second: The nature and the function of the Kingdom as in the parable of the Sword.
· Third: His own life, death, and the end of kingdom of the Jews.

4. The teaching of the Lord on the end of the world.

5. The OT historically came first, but in the new creation this is no loner so.  The OT must be read in the light of the Revelation of the Son of God.  The OT by itself can’t explain the NT because now in Christ we have Two Covenants, old and new. The new is better than and far superior to the old.

The Rule of Jesus as King, Savior, Last Adam: A Key to Understand the Bible

1. In the words of a fifth century writer and a great theologian Maximus the Confessor, Jesus came to unite: heaven and earth, the church and the world, the male and the female, the material visible and the spiritual invisible.  

2. What concerns us here is to see the continuation of the work of Jesus.  The Incarnation has not ended by the ascension, nor does the cross come to a final halt by the Resurrection.  We can’t understand the words of Matthew 28:19 fully without John 17, pr the great Pauline forms: In, Through, By, Christ in separation from the work of the Holy Spirit.  The Western Linear understanding of time and history can’t be applied to any Christian doctrine without suffering a great loss.  “Once for all” is not an end but is a movement that has its momentum and does not start again.  The Incarnation is once for all in that it is the everlasting union of the divine and the human in Jesus.  There is no second Incarnation and so also the Death on the Cross is a unique event that has had its power from the Resurrection of the Crucified. 

3. Verbs that may be in the past tense should be seen as either a fulfillment of a prophesy or something Jesus did such as changing water into wine.  Here we must not miss the point that changing water into wine is part of the work of the Logos Creator and is also integral to his work of renewal.
4. Parables such as that of the Prodigal son or the Good Samaritan are not just moral precepts of how we should treat each other. They are meaningless without the “ministry” of “reconciliation” that our Lord established.

5. Union of heaven and earth under the new Head should widen our vision to see:

A) The work of Jesus in the life of every human heart.

B) That we are in heaven but not fully, and that time which belongs to our earthly life is no longer sacred and profane time, and there are no longer holy days and ordinary days, Jesus filled everything in heaven and on earth by his presence (He ascended far above all the heavens that he might fill all things, Eph 4:10; and that means we are given “all the fullness of God,” Eph 3:19).
C) The supreme power and supreme divine dignity of Jesus is that God has raised him from the dead “and made him sit at  his right hand in the heavenly places far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come; and has put all things under hi feet and has made him the head over all things for the church which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all” (Eph 1:21-23). 

The Trinitarian Dimensions of the NT

It is easy to speak of Jesus without the Father or the Holy Spirit.  But this easiness awakened our inner life and made us lose the rich love of the Holy and Divine Trinity.  It is easy to pray and to read the Bible in a Christian Unitarian fashion that focuses on Jesus.  We have lost to a great extent the great Revelation that Jesus came to reveal the Father and to give us the communion in the Spirit.  Because our worship became less and less Trinitarian, even the death of our Lord on the cross was not seen as the gift of the Love of God the Father and the Holy Spirit.  

So where can we see the damage now?

A) The life of Jesus belongs to past time and our worship is no more than remembering what Jesus did for us.

B) Our prayers are no longer in God the Son and by God the Holy Spirit, we just pray to God like the Moslems or the Jews using different names.  But we pray in God to God the Father, otherwise why we have the intercessions of the Son and of the Holy Spirit?
C) The dominant humanist approach to Biblical studies is due to many reasons but what concerns us here is one fundamental reason and that we don’t any more hold the ancient teaching of the NT itself that Jesus can be known to us by the Revelation of the Holy Spirit for no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit 1 Cor 12:3)

How Can We Read the Bible Through the Light of the Holy Spirit? 

Those among us who can say that Jesus is Lord have received the Spirit of Jesus. This works in us on different levels:

· Level one when we suddenly discover the meaning of the word of God in a sudden flashing of light.
· Level two when we persevere in spite of many difficulties.
· Level three, when we receive confirmation that our understanding is correct when we read something written by others and feel joy and peace and liberation from fear and doubt.

· Level four, when we hear a non-orthodox teaching and immediately, we receive a correction from the Bible itself and in love not in pride we try to dialogue with the others.  If we lose our love for the others because of our knowledge of the Bible, our good knowledge must be re-examined. “When love is lacking, Satan has his place.”

· Level five, “when the Holy Trinity becomes the foundation of our understanding of the plan of salvation, be sure that you have been enlightened.  The Son was crucified in the “bosom of His Father” (John 1:18).  The Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father (John 15:26) and rests in the Son, proceeds for us to bring us back to the Father by teaching us all truth. 

· Level six, when your knowledge is no longer subjected to words and to the number of verses but to the Relationship of Father, Son and Holy Spirit and to the Relationship between the head and the body and to the depth of divine love, be sure that you have been enlightened.
Warning: The above are not a scale which we climb, but is only a map.

The OT Background of the NT
If we want to look for a better understanding of the OT background of the NT, we must turn to the LXX (Septuagint, the Greek OT).
In the LXX we have the old Greek word used for “wages,” s, or misthos. It is used  for the wages of manual workers (Gen 29:15; 30:28,32 f.; 31:7 f.; Exod 2:9; 22:14; Lev, 19:13; Deut 15:18; 3; Job 7:1; Zech 8:10; Hag 1:6).  In Isaiah 23:18 the prophet says that the land of the Chaldeans and “Her merchandise and her wages will be dedicated to the Lord.”  We read also of “Payment for Levitical services in the sanctuary” (Num 18:31), the “Remuneration of priests” (Mich 3:11) and “Rent for temporary use of a beast of burden,” (Exod 22:14).  Wages or shakar in Hebrew could also mean “recompense” (Lev 19:13).
The word is used in a metaphorical sense, as a “reward which God gives” to the Righteous (Prov 11:21).  In Genesis 15:1 God says to Abram, “fear not … your reward shall be very great” meaning literally, “your wages” (compare Gen 30:18; Sir 51:30; 2 Ch 15:7; Ps 126:3 is like Gen 30:18).  The gift of having children is a reward from God.
We also have the adjective “hired” (Exod 22:14) and the noun “hired worker” or 
“day-laborer” (Exod 12:45; Lev 19:13; 22:10; 25:6, 40, 53; Job 7:2; 14:6; Mal 3:5; Isa 16:14; 21:16; 28:3), and in the inter-testamental book of 1 Maccabees (6:29) we see for the first time the word “Mercenary.”
Payment and Reward in the NT
The NT illustrates for us scenes from daily life. Thus we read:

a) Payment due to the laborer for the work he has done and (Luke 10:7), and the hospitality that is the “eating and drinking” that were given to the preachers.  Paul quotes the OT to support this kind of payment, “you shall not muzzle an Ox …” (1 Tim 5:18).  The old general rule is that the laborer is worthy of his hire. In James 5:4, as often in the OT, it is a sin on the part of the rich to withhold the workers’ “wages”, which cries out to heaven in accusation, i.e., the workers bring before God their complaint against the rich.  In Matthew 20:8 our Lord says in the parable at the evening tide “Call the labourers and pay them their wages.”  This is the same rule in Judaism (see Lev 19:13; Deut 24:15).
b) Payment that is wages for sin appears in Acts 1:18: the money paid to Judas for his betrayal of Jesus is the wages of wickedness.  In 2 Peter 2:12-15, “But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and killed, reviling in matters of which they are ignorant, will be destroyed in the same destruction with them, suffering wrong for their wrong doing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, revelling in their dissipation carousing with you. They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin.  They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed.  Accursed children!  Forsaking the right way they have gone astray; they have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Be’ or, who loved wages from wrongdoing, but was rebuked for his own transgression; a dumb ass spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness.” There is no doubt that “wages” here is a payment for the greedy and dishonest Balaam (compare Jude 11).
c) The metaphorical sense is used in John 4:36, our Lord speaks of those who plant and, “he who reaps receives wages,” but we remember that what is gathered is not earthy but “fruit for eternal life”. 

d) In a text that must not be understood in a commercial way, Paul writes: “But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing this to secure any such provision. For I would rather die than have any one deprive me of my ground for boasting.  For, if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!  For, if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission.  What then is my reward? Just this: that in my preaching I may make the gospel free of charge, not making full use of my right in the gospel.” (1 Cor 9:15-18).  Paul gives an illustration that it is natural that he should preach the Gospel.  But, he goes on to say, only those who take this up voluntarily could have praise, or expect a reward (v. 17), there from.  This is for him, however, an impossible assumption.  For he was constrained by God to be an apostle (1 Cor 15:Sff. Gal1:l2ff.).  Hence he is a slave without rights before God, and he can expect no particular recompense.  Yet Paul will not allow his praise to be taken from him. Hence he must bring special offerings and do extraordinary things.  He does this by preaching the Gospel without being supported by the communities, i.e., by bringing the Gospel without charge (v. 18).  In this unselfish action is the reward which he has made for himself (v. 18). 

Treasure in Heaven: Is It a Reward?

Greek data: misthos (wages) appears 10 times in Matthew, once in Mark, three times in Luke, five times in Paul and twice in John.  Two compound words are found in Hebrews which occur nowhere else in the NT: misthapodosia, rewards or recompense, three times; and misthapodotès, one who rewards or recompenses, once.

Jesus’ preaching concerning the kingdom of God gives the impression that Jesus took over the OT understanding of a reward; if one sells all one’s possessions, one will have a treasure in heaven (Matt 19:21: Mark 10:21, Luke 18:22).  We see in Matthew 5:11: "Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (and in Luke 6:23). But there is a key to that saying and even the rest: Matthew 6:19 says "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (also Luke 21:33)

We may notice that the “reward” and the “treasure” are the same, and that is in the heart and can’t be something outward.
What Was the Treasure that Jesus Promised the Rich Young Man?

Mark 10:17: As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 18 Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19 You know the commandments: 'You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.'" 20 He said to him, "Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth." 21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." 22 When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" 24 And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." 26 They were greatly astounded and said to one another, "Then who can be saved?" 27 Jesus looked at them and said, "For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” This is followed immediately by what Peter was looking for: 28 Peter began to say to him, "Look, we have left everything and followed you." 29 Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age – houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields with persecutions – and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first." (Matt 19:21; Luke18:22).

What Do You Think?

1. Is eternal life the main question of the Rich young man and is it the final promise?
2. In this life not all those who followed Jesus were compensated: some, as we know from Christian History, were not compensated but died as martyrs.

Contradicting the World of Finance: Rewards in the Greatest Parable Ever
Matthew 20:1 – "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4 and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o'clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 'Why are you standing here idle all day?' 7 They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard.' 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 'Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.' 9 When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' 13 But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?' 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last."
Insight by Isaac the Syrian
Be a herald of God’s goodness, for God rules over you, unworthy though you are. Although your debt to Him is so very great, He is not seen exacting payment from you; and from the small works you do, He bestows great rewards upon you.  Do not call God just, for His justice is not manifest in the things concerning you.  And if David calls him 

just and upright, His Son revealed to us that He is good and kind. “He is good,” He says, “to the evil and to the impious.”  How can you call God just when you come across the Scriptural passage on the wage given to the workers?  “Friend, I do thee no wrong: I chose to give unto the last even as unto thee.  Or is thine eye evil because I am good?” How can a man call God just when he comes across the passage on the prodigal son who wasted his wealth with riotous living, how for the compunction alone which he showed, the father ran and fell upon his neck and gave him authority over all his wealth?  None other but His very Son said these things concerning Him, lest we doubt it, and thus bore witness concerning Him.  Where, then, is God’s justice, for while we are sinners Christ died for us!  But if here He is merciful, we may believe that He will not change.

Far be it that we should ever think such an iniquity that God could become unmerciful! For the property of Divinity does not change as do mortals. God does not acquire something which He does not have, or lose what He has, or supplement what He has, as do created beings.  But what God has from the beginning, He will have and has forever, as the blessed Cyril wrote in his commentary on Genesis.  Fear God out of love for Him, and not for the reputation of austerity that has been attributed to Him.  Love Him as you ought to love Him; not only for what He will give you in the future, but also for what we have received.  And indeed, for this world alone which He has created for us, who can repay Him?  Where is His repayment to be found in our works?  Who persuaded Him in the beginning to bring us into being?

The Ascetical Homilies of St. Isaac the Syrian, Homily 51, 1984, pages 250-251

Wages as Payment

The Greek Word  (opsnion): 
This word appears  4 times in the NT. Apart from the Baptist’s advice to the soldiers to be satisfied with their wages (Luke 3:14), it occurs only in Paul (1 Cor 9:7: 2 Cor 11:8; Rom 6:23).
In 1 Corinthians 9:7, Paul uses the term opsonia (plural) to refer to the support to which he was entitled from the various congregations as remuneration for his missionary work (2 Cor 11:8).  This is something Paul did not want though he is entitled to it. 
In Romans 6:23, the point of the verse is to state that sin pays out wages.  Death is a predicative noun, not the subject of the sentence; therefore the wages that sin pays is death.  The “wages of sin” and the “gift of God” are compared over against one another in antithesis.  This comparison does not say that God pays, but sin pays.  In the Greek- Roman Milieu, opsnion and its plural are the provisions which sin pays out to those who serve sin as in the military service where solders receive their provisions for life but here sin gives provisions for death.

Are There Different Rewards?
Matthew 5:7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Matthew 6:14  For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 15 but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Matthew 10:32 Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 34 Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36 and one's foes will be members of one's own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 40 "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple – truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward. (Luke 14:8-11)

In Paul: The Reward is the Kingdom 
Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8 If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. 10 So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith …
1 Corinthians 6:9 Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, 
10 thieves, the greedy, drunkards, revilers, robbers—none of these will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And this is what some of you used to be. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.
Galatians 5:16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh.  

17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law.  19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness,  20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions,  21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these.  I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
2 Cor 4:16 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day.  17 For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18 because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
Being co-heirs is not a reward but a final transformation of our being.
Romans 8:12 So then, brothers and sisters,* we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh –   13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.  When we cry, “Abba! Father!’ 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ – if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. (See Eph 3:14-19; 4:17-23)
Inheritance 
Greek word: or kleronomia, inheritance, is used 14 times in the NT.
In the parable of our Lord (Matt 1:7-12), the wicked tenants of the vineyard killed the “heir” so the inheritance was taken from them and was given to the gentiles.
In Galatians 3:18ff, Paul argues: “My point is this: the law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. For if the inheritance comes from the law, it no longer comes from the promise; but God granted it to Abraham through the promise.”
In Ephesians 1:11ff, “In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.”  Our inheritance is the glory of Christ that is why we are given the Holy Spirit. 
In Ephesians 5:5, it is the Paul’s Prayerinheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.” And that inheritance is eternal (Heb 9:15) which will not perish (1 Pet 1:3-4)
The verb for “inheritance” was used 18 times.

In Matthew 25:34ff, Jesus says, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;  35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”  37 Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?”  40 And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels;  42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,  43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.”  44 Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?”  

45 Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.”  46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.
This is not a reward but it is the human nature that has become compassionate and merciful (see the new creation called to inherit the kingdom in 1 Cor 6:9).
The Glory of God and of Christ Is Our Inheritance
Glory, doxa, is used in Paul 77 times.  Here are a few …
Romans 5:2: through him we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God.
2 Corinthians 4:4: in their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God.

Romans 5:2: Through him we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God.
Romans 6:4: We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

Romans 8:18: I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
Romans 8:21: because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God.
Romans 9:4: They are Israelites, and to them belong the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises;

Romans 9:23: in order to make known the riches of his glory for the vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory,
Romans 9:23: in order to make known the riches of his glory for the vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory,
Romans 11:36: For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory for ever. Amen.
Romans 15:7: Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

Romans 16:27: to the only wise God be glory for evermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
2 Corinthians 3:18: And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:6: For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

Ephesians 1:18: having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,

Ephesians 3:16: that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner man,
Philippians 1:11: filled with the fruits of righteousness which come through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
Philippians 2:11: and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 3:21: who will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power which enables him even to subject all things to himself.
Philippians 4:19: And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Colossians 1:27: To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Colossians 3:4: When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
2 Thessalonians 2:14: To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Timothy 1:11: in accordance with the glorious gospel of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted.
Titus 2:13: awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
This glory is the inner change to the Icon of Jesus
Image of Inner Life

The Greek  means “Inheritance Icon” or “Image.”  This was used 23 times in the NT.  But here we have just the verses that speak of the inner life.
Romans 1:23: and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man or birds or animals or reptiles.
Romans 8:29: For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

1 Corinthians 11:7: For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of man.
1 Corinthians 15:49: Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.
2 Corinthians 3:18: And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:4: In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God.

Colossians 1:15: He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation;

Colossians 3:10: and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.
Conclusion
To understand any major topic correctly we have to look for the group of subjects connected and form one major topic such as:
1. The equality of the Son to God the Father comes under three subjects in the NT:
· The first one is the complex promises of Jesus such as: eternal life, resurrection of the body … etc.

· The second one is the inheritance of the Kingdom of God.
· The third one is the promise to give us the Spirit of the Father.

2. The equality of the Son to God the Father is the ground of the Priesthood and Mediation of the Son.  Jesus came to restore to us our lost communion with the Father.  He can’t do that if he has no full communion with the Father, and that full communion is the only guarantee of his work as a Mediator superior to the angels (Hebrews 1).

3. More important is the establishment of the Church, which seems to some a far fetched argument.  But this is not so.  The Church has replaced the old people, and is the dwelling place of God in the world.  It is called the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:12) because the “fullness of the Godhead” that dwelled in Jesus, now dwells in the church, and “Christ in us” is the foundational being of the church.  Thus to deny the divinity and the equality of the Son to the father means to empty the church from the dwelling of God.
4. Our debate on the Sacraments has blurred our vision of the gravity of the denial of the equality of the Son to God the Father.  In Baptism (Rom 6:1-6) and in the Lord’s Supper, we somehow are united to Christ and to the Spirit.  We are united to be a new creation and to enter the Kingdom of God.  If Jesus is a mere creature, even a symbolic understanding of the Baptism is without any value because then we are joined to a creature like us, even at a mere mental or psychological level of communion this communion does not bring us close to the divine life.

We learn this as we grow up perceiving the holistic understanding of the major topics.
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