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The Letter to the Hebrews, Lesson #24

The Sacrifice of the New Covenant

Hebrews 9:16-28, 10:1-15, Part 1
CLASS NOTES
Schedule – Our last class on Hebrews will be next Wednesday, Dec. 9.  We will begin our study of Ephesians with George after Christmas, beginning Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2010

Gift Wrap – Donations of Christmas gift wrapping for E91’s Gifts of Grace ministry will be collected in our class through Dec. 9.

Three Warnings from the Letter to the Hebrews

Warning #1 – Jesus our Lord is far superior to all, including Moses (Heb 3:5-6), Aaron (Heb 7:11ff), Melchizedek (Heb 7:21, 8:1-12), and all the ranks of the Angels (Heb 1:4).  Thus, the covenant that Jesus established is far better, as we see in scripture:
(Heb 7:18-22) “18 There is, on the one hand, the abrogation of an earlier commandment because it was weak and ineffectual 19 (for the law made nothing perfect); there is, on the other hand, the introduction of a better hope, through which we approach God.  
20 This was confirmed with an oath; for others who became priests took their office without an oath, 21 but this one became a priest with an oath, because of the one who said to him, ‘The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, 'You are a priest forever,’ 22 accordingly Jesus has also become the guarantee of a better covenant. 
(Heb 8:1-13) “1 Now the main point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 
2 a minister in the sanctuary and the true tent that the Lord, and not any mortal, has set up.  3 For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer.  4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law.  5 They offer worship in a sanctuary that is a sketch and shadow of the heavenly one; for Moses, when he was about to erect the tent, was warned, ‘See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.’  6 But Jesus has now obtained a more excellent ministry, and to that degree he is the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted through better promises. 
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need to look for a second one.  8  God finds fault with them when he says: 
‘The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah;
 9 not like the covenant that I made with their ancestors, on the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; for they did not continue in my covenant, and so I had no concern for them, says the Lord.  
10 This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  
11 And they shall not teach one another or say to each other, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.  
12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.’  13 In speaking of ‘a new covenant,’ he has made the first one obsolete.  And what is obsolete and growing old will soon disappear.”  
More important is that it is the New Covenant of the mediator:

(Heb 9:15) “For this reason he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, because a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions under the first covenant.” 
Warning #2 - Jesus must not be compared at all with any of the OT sacrifices because these were a copy of the “heavenly” but here is the true:

(Heb 9:23-26) “23 Thus it was necessary for the sketches of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves need better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.  25 Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own;  26 for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.”
Warning #3 – More important still is the fact that God himself rejected, by His prophetic voice, all the OT sacrifices: 
(Heb 10:1-10) “1 Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered year after year, make perfect those who approach.  2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased being offered, since the worshipers, cleansed once for all, would no longer have any consciousness of sin?  3 But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin year after year.  4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me;
6  in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  
7 Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’  
8 When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings’ (these are offered according to the law),
9 then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.  10 And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
Don’t Reduce the Sacrifice of Christ
Here is evidence of the serious danger of reducing the sacrifice of Jesus to the level of those sacrifices of the OT:

1. We loose the better and the greater covenant.

2. We reduce Jesus the Lord to the same level of the animals.  We must realize that their blood is only an external purification, and is so weak that it can’t penetrate our inner life. Hebrews gives us this very serious warning: “For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God.” (Heb 9:12-14) 
3. This reductionism is the by-product of our fallen humanity that has been on the run since Genesis chapter 3, trying to hide behind:
a) Rituals

b) Ideas
c) Systems that bring a temporary relief before they crush us, because like rituals and ideas, anything that lacks life cannot give us life and all things created by mortals carry the seal of mortality of their mortal creators. 
The Sacrifice of Our Lord and the OT Sacrifices in the NT
There is no doubt that the NT has used very often the OT Scriptures but the main question is: For what purpose?

1. If we study Hebrews carefully we can see that it is the first attempt to create a Christian dialogue with Jews.  Here as we study the meanings and the permanent efficacy of Christ’s sacrificial death, it is necessary to glance at the NT’s major teaching on the death of Jesus: 


John 1:29

1 Timothy 2:6

Acts 13:38

Titus 2:14

Romans 3:25

1 Peter 2:24

Ephesians 1:7

1 John 2:2

Colossians 1:14
Revelation 1:5. 
The Passover Lamb is behind some of these portions of the NT such as 1 Corinthians 5:7, John 19:14, and some of the words of the Suffering Servant prophecy of Isaiah 35.  There is also an allusion to the sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22 references in John 3:16 and Rom 8:32).  But Hebrews alone treats the sacrifice of Jesus comprehensively and systematically, so as to show not only how it can be claimed that the death of Christ was a sacrifice for sins in general, but also how its effect is continually operative from the point of view of the “sin which clings or is round us so closely” (Heb12:1).  
2. When Hebrews speaks of the consciousness of sin, the Greek word suneidësis, used here and in Hebrews 9:14, 10:2 and 22, and 13:18, must not be understood as that of the English use of “conscience,” the tool of the moral law within the mind, telling us what one ought or ought not to do.  It is rather knowledge within oneself of the inner status of one’s own actions, whether good or bad, usually the latter [that guides our actions].  So, the ceremonies make those who perform them unable to free themselves from feeling bad, unclean, and defiled.  The problem of the readers who do these ceremonies is that they are smitten with a “consciousness of sin” for which they can’t free themselves and thus they are in need of atonement rather than of relief or just “purification.”  What Hebrews now says is that the sacrifices and other cleansing rites of the old covenant are a false remedies, because they have only limited value and in any case are only a temporary device.
3. The death of Jesus and his sacrifice is not just  a contrast between outward purification of the OT “defilement” of sin, but it is the contrast between:

a.
The weak and the powerful that has the “power of the living God,” compared with a dead and mere corpse of an animal.
b. 
Hebrews simply joins in the well-known protests of the Old Testament prophets about heedless ritualism that was quoted in Hebrews 10:1-9 where the whole sacrificial system was rejected as means of renewal.  Repeating from pages 2-3:

(Heb 10:1-9) “1 Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered year after year, make perfect those who approach.  
2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased being offered, since the worshipers, cleansed once for all, would no longer have any consciousness of sin?  3 But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin year after year.  4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 


‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me;

6  in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.’  

7 Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’  

8 When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.  
4.
The central message in Hebrews is made of two sides of one coin:

a) The sacrifice of our Lord

b) The eternal priesthood 

Both sides can’t be separated; the priesthood of Jesus is a most important element in his teaching.  Jesus possesses not only the true and eternal priesthood that is totally different from the priesthood of Aaron and the Levitical priests, but better than all in every way.  Jesus is the Son of God and the Messiah (Ps 110:4 quoted in Heb 5:1-10). Thus the high priesthood of Jesus qualifies him not to perform the blood-ritual in the Day of Atonement but to give us the eternal covenant.   
The Sacrifice and the Priest are One, Not Substitution
Hebrews does not support the later Middle Ages Substitution Atonement theory. This is clear from the treatment of sin and here are the verbs and the actions that were used in the letter:

1. To remove sin by the sacrifice of himself (9:22)

2. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high (1:3)

3. “12 When Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God"  13 and since then has been waiting until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.  14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. (Heb10:12-14)

4. “26 For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.  27 Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself.  28 For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.” (Heb 7:26ff)

The Perfect and the Perfected by the Sacrifice

 In Hebrews 10:14 (#3 above), we read that Jesus “by a single offering [he] has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.”  What does this mean in the context of the letter?

1. The person and work of Christ is the firm foundation of the Christian Faith.  These are not two separated topics, in fact one can’t mean any thing without the other.  The effectiveness of the atoning death of Jesus depends on his Person.  This is the essential message of the Letter.  

2. Then the Letter goes on to use – which has been the subject of a very useful [teachings] – several different Greek words formed from the same root to teach the reader one of the fundamental developments of the NT: Perfection.
A variety of English words in the variousNT translations are derived from the Greek telos = end (conclusion) or goal (outcome), which is used only four times in Hebrews, always with the meaning “end” (3:14; 6.8,11; 7:3).  But the verb teleioö = make perfect, and so do other words from the same stem (teleios, teleiotis, teleiösis, teleiötis).

a) Perfection in Hebrews means the completion of God’s plan of salvation.  The “conquest of sin” is the “end,” or the completion of God’s plan.
b) The first or old covenant is due to pass away (8:14).  The second or the new covenant will come into operation with the coming of the Son.  The message of the gospel is that the new time has been inaugurated in the person of Christ. Thus the transition from the old to the new has already taken place in Jesus, and the object of the Christian life is to enable all people to enter the new age too.
c) Then, Hebrews can speak of the perfecting of Jesus himself through his death.  The process of “bringing the new” has been completed in Jesus himself, thus blazing the trail for all the rest of humanity:
(Heb 2:10) “For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect (teleiösai) through suffering.”
Let us make no mistake that the one who comes with the new must be new himself.  This is impossible if Jesus comes from the old humanity that is like ours.  Then Jesus must go through death to reach the position of the glory of the new which belongs to the completion of the process (see Heb 2:9), and the point is that the death of Jesus means also bringing all people to the same new glory through his atoning death.  This is then expressed by saying that this is the “sanctification” (“makes men holy,” Heb 2:11), using the biblical word known in the OT.  It prepares the ground for introducing the priesthood (Heb. 2:17).  Thus perfection here is applied to the glory of Jesus that results from his death.  It is the position which belongs to the completion of God’s plan. There is, of course, no use of the moral sense of perfection here, because there is no suggestion that Jesus was previously imperfect morally, though he was tempted like everyone else (4:15).

d) Jesus is the “pioneer” of our salvation, because he has completed the process first.  He is also the “perfecter (teleiötës) of our faith” (Heb 12:2), because he enables those who hold fast to the Christian profession to reach the same goal or to come to the same end.  This has two sides to it, because it is necessary to show first how the death of Jesus is effective in itself for the purpose, and second, how the people on their part may appropriate what has been done for them and to receive it.  Hebrews points out that perfection (teleiösis) cannot be attained through the sacrifices of the Levitical priesthood (Indeed “the law made nothing perfect” (Heb 7:19).  On the other hand the sacrifice of Jesus is permanently effective: “For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified” (10:14), whereas the sacrifices under the Law “can never … make perfect those who draw near” (10:1).

Perfection is Christ’s Goal and is Already Operating
1.
The English NT uses the word “mature” to mean “as opposed to being like children” (Heb 5:14) and to “go on to maturity” (Heb 6:1). But the words he uses for “mature” and “maturity” are literally “perfect” (teleios) and “perfection” (teleiotis).  We need to complete our understanding to reach the goal of salvation.  Thus the way of perfection is not a self-conscious individualist spirituality of overcoming little sins, but being part in God’s plan and taking our fellowship with the “pioneer” of “our salvation” to the completion of God’s plan for everyone.  In fact, Hebrews does not present the readers with individual plan for each but is always for the members together.
2. 
Hebrews is concerned with the act of God himself that has opened up the “new and living way” (Heb 10:20) to the heavenly sanctuary.  This means the presence of God. We will not enter without Jesus, “For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.” (9:24)
3.
Perfection is the will of God for sanctification for the act of atonement   has been completed by the death of Christ, it can be confidently affirmed that God’s plan of salvation has now come into operation. In other words, the era of the new covenant,   belongs to our time and is already in force for those who have been brought within its scope by their conversion to Christianity. This has practical consequences. A covenant is an agreement between two parties. Each side is under obligation to act according to the agreed stipulations. So Hebrews brings his exposition of the sacrificial death of Jesus to that great conclusion God’s will is now called  the new covenant unalterably directed towards the sanctification and perfection (completion) of those who approach God through Christ. This is God’s side in the covenant. The people’s side is the response of faith, which for Hebrews is not merely a state of mind, but has definite practical expression in the life of the church.

Be Careful Lest You Become the Devil Himself

Brother George,
Have peace in Jesus our beloved who himself is our peace.
The day you think or imagine that you are perfect is that day on which you will become the devil himself.  We are perfect in Jesus and that is not a moral quality that we achieve by ourselves but our perfection is to be in the plan of God’s salvation and to live by faith. I wanted to live a life without sin, but our Lord rebuked me and told me that he is my perfection and that on my own I will never be perfect.  

Jesus is the centre of our life and his redeeming love is our assurance and that is not from us but from him and in him.  So, be careful lest by seeking perfection and not Jesus you will become the devil himself without knowing.  Perfection is not our goal but life in Christ through the Holy Spirit is what brings perfection.  Perfection in love is a true way to eternal life but perfection by itself is demonic. 
May our Lord and Savior protect us from false teaching that creates in us false love. 
Philemon

22 September 1969
George & May Bebawi


Bob & Pam Walters
403 Shoemaker Dr.



7831-A Somerset Bay


Carmel, IN 46032



Indianapolis, IN 46240

317-818-1487




317-694-4141







rlwcom@aol.com
PAGE  
East 91st Street Christian Church / Indianapolis / 317-849-1261 / www.east91st.org

