A Short Note on the Use of Wrath in the NT

Matthew and Luke

Wrath was used in Matt once (Matt.3:7) But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

The wrath to come is that of judgment, since Jesus never spoke of his Good news as the wrath of God nor Jesus ever spoke of the wrath of God. Historically speaking the wrath to come was the distraction of the temple and the Fall of Jerusalem. The same words were repeated in (Luke 3:7).

Jesus himself described the fall of Jerusalem in (Luke 21:23) as the wrath “Alas for those who are with child and for those who give suck in those days! For great distress shall be upon the earth and wrath upon this people..” 
John 

Wrath was sued once in (Jn 3:36), “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God rests upon him.” This is certainly that of the Day of Judgment because the sense here is the refusal or the ejection of the Son and anyone who can turn to Christ will not judged. 
Romans

Wrath was used 10 times in Romans

1. (Rom 1:18).  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men who by their wickedness suppress the truth.” This can’t be about the Gospel because:
A) Jesus is not the revelation of the wrath of God, but Jesus is the revelation of the righteousness of God, salvation and redemption not from the wrath but from death and sin and wrath on the Day of Judgment.

B)  Then whatever the grammatical constriction of this verse, “is reveled” is about the events of the OT which were known to the Jews of Rome and to the Converts who read the OT. Those who argue to the contrary have failed to show us from history where and when this wrath is revealed or will be revealed. If it is a revealed wrath then it has taken place in time and in history. (Rom 8:1ff says) the contrary that now is the time of salvation.
2. (Rom 2:5) is about the day of wrath and that is the Day of Judgment, “But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.” This is also repeated in (Rom 3:8)  
3. (Rom 3:5) is part of the dialogue between Paul and the Jewish objections, “But if our wickedness serves to show the justice of God, what shall we say? That God is unjust to inflict wrath on us? I speak in a human way.” Here it is the hypothetical objection which does not stand up to God’s sole sovereign power.

4. (Rom 4:15), indeed, the Law brings the wrath of God on those who trespass. But the argument of Paul is clear, if there is no Law there is no transgression, “For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.” The Law did not demand the death of the Son of God. It was God’s love that put forward that redemption
5. (Rom 5:9), “Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.” Strange, that we are saved from the “wrath of God” by the death of his Son. Yet his Son was not saved from that wrath according to the popular teaching of some of our great preachers. Again it is the Day of Judgment.

6.  (Rom 9:22), is one of the debatable verses in biblical NT studies, it is part of the mystery of Israel and the acceptance of the Gentiles and please se the Handout on Romans,”  What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience the vessels of wrath made for destruction.”
7. (Rom 12:19) is a warning against avenging for God is the sole Judge.   “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 
8. (Rom 13:4 and 5) is about the Christian and the Civil authority. “For he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain; he is the servant of God to execute his wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be subject, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 
Ephesians

Wrath was used 3 times in Ephesians

1. (Eph 2:3), we need to read the part of the chapter staring from verse 1,” And you he made alive, when you were dead through the trespasses and sins, in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.  Among these we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body and mind, and so we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God -- not because of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
a) God’s wrath is waiting for that Day of wrath. The evidence is that his wrath did jot rest on us and read the words of Paul, “But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ.”
b) God does not suffer from Schizophrenia, having rich mercy and great love and wrath, for acting to bring us from death to life with his Son means that Jesus did not suffer the penalty of death but abolished it according to (Col 2: ) because to be made alive together with Jesus means that Jesus is “Life” who conquered death.
2. (Eph 4:31) Paul admonish us against wrath
3. (Eph 5:6)  “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for it is because of these things that the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.” It will be good to think that this is still bout the Day of Judgment
Colossians

Wrath is used twice

1. (Col 3:6), “On account of these the wrath of God is coming.” On the Day of Judgment

2. (Col 3:8) Paul still admonish us against wrath, but now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth.”
First Thessalonians 

Wrath is used 3 times about being saved from the wrath to come, 
1. (1 Thes1:10)  “And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.” 

2. (2:16) deal with the judgment of the Jews, and though it seems that wrath has come up on them,” by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they may be saved -- so as always to fill up the measure of their sins. But God's wrath has come upon them at last” but he ending is better seen at the end of time not now. This has nothing to do with the fear of Anti-Semitism but because some Jews have throughout history have accepted Christ.
3. (5:9), If god has destined us not for wrath then we have nothing to fear at all, “ For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,” and since this destination takes place in Jesus, we should be free from fear. 

Conclusion
1. Please read your bible carefully and avoid taking words out of context.

2. Grammar should be supported by history of both Testaments and Christian history

3. Do not accuse the writer of the above note using words and titles which are sadly insulting and still used in our Christian assemblies. I am only a Christian and any other title including my Ph.D. is dust.

4. If you can prove from the bible alone not from the writings of others that I am wrong, I will correct myself and love you more.

George (Littlelight) Bebawi 
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