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Jeff’s Notes





Philippians and Colossians #4


Philippians 1:7-11

I love honey. We have honey in the ancient tombs that are over 3000 years old and eatable. But, honey from heaven is much sweeter. We’ll look at our lives in Christ. The language allows us to see how Paul is thinking about our life in Christ. 
To think is to 

1. Think wisely, perceptive, ϕρινεω [phronew] means a deep perception. When you speak listen with physical ears, then wise ears, and then judgment: are you honest with me? Listen, examine, and then judge. 
2. We all have prejudice, guilt, internal storms that can stir us up. So, what is the right way to think about each other? We cannot stop from forming an impression about someone which could be completely wrong, or come from one of our storms. Does this impression allow me to open the second ear in my inner awareness in my wisdom? If I start with judgment, I ruin my relationship with people. Since I was here last, everyone seems to be talking about hell. Can’t we talk about the Kingdom of God or love of God for sinners? Either Love Wins, or someone emails me that hell is essential to our piety. But right away people pounce. Yes, there is hell, but my repentance is not genuine if it is done from fear. Christ in Mark said, “Repent and believe in the gospel.” There is nothing about hell. He didn’t condemn the Samaritan woman when he met her. It’s not the way to meet someone. Jesus didn’t say to the rich man that he is going to hell, but talked about his money in a positive way. Peter denies Christ, but after the resurrection Jesus doesn’t say, “You are going to hell!” He talks about having him eat with him (this is a sign of reconciliation in the Middle East), and asks Peter if he loves him. The right way of thinking is that I had better talk about Kingdom of God before I talk about punishment; talk about divine love before divine punishment. At seminary they like to control the students by fear and judgment. During my second year at the Coptic seminary I asked Philemon, “Are you afraid of hell? Why should I? You are a sinner. But God has a special love for sinners – being a sinner is what qualifies you for the love and grace of God. If God were to judge me by my behavior then its not divine love.” Philemon had a great gift of memorizing scripture: “So, you are legalistic George. I will give you a scripture: 1 Peter 1:13. Set your hope fully on the grace of Jesus Christ – there’s nothing about judgment.” What sort of grace is that we talking about? What grace is it on the Day of Judgment? Grace never gives a negative answer. Forgiveness, yes, but something more. On judgment we will be raised to God glory. We will be told, “I have a greater glory for you to be like my son.” We are children of God. When he appears we will become like him. We will see ourselves as you really are. We enter the Kingdom of God because of divine love, and not by our own merit. 
a. I was horrified when they put one of our ministers on trial, and people brought up things from two or three years ago. Why are they were gathering the sins of others? To think God is collecting our sins like that means it will take to eternity to read them all. The resurrection of Jesus doesn’t keep a file on each of our sins. God is not a coroner; he is the Good Shepherd. None of the names of Jesus are full of punishment. How hard it is for us to have one mind? Have you ever read in the New Testament that this is the whole of Christian doctrine and if you miss one point you are out? On the Military Channel on TV I saw a whole program about the training of SEALS (Navy/Marines).  Some people ask me about the rapture. I’ll be glad for it because I don’t have to pay my bills. They say if you don’t believe in the rapture you are not a Christian. Do they say that the Day of Judgment is a day of hope to make us like Jesus Christ? Some people are taught our sins will be displayed before everyone. If God passes judgment on you, he is passing judgment on his own body. Do you think God has the mind of a federal investigator? Hardness of heart comes out of evil like fighting over little things in a divorce. 
3. Jeremiah 31:31-35 speaks of a new covenant on their hearts and minds. Calling God Almighty means almighty in love & forgiveness. “I will never remember their sins anymore.” So, they [sins] become their own god when they say God remembers our sins. 
Page 3 
Paul says God is my witness. That gives me butterflies in my stomach. The first week in my studies at Cambridge, I complimented a student saying, “You are twice beautiful.” She said, “My knees are like water.” When we talk about the affection of Jesus you go very deep into the feelings, down to the knees. Christ in glory: He still has the same feeling because He is still human, his humanity is glorified, but he is still human. Christ asks Paul, “Why are you persecuting me?” See Philemon page on four.
Christ feels like me and you because the heart of the Letter to the Hebrews is that He feels our temptations with us [in that moment]. Do we pray to have love? Do you pray to have love publicly? That’s a great omission. What does Paul say on page five? May your love become richer & richer? A love doesn’t end. 
Two vital things about love:
1. If we see a defect in someone, then one day it will be overcome someday. Only God can correct the human person. We can attempt it, but it doesn’t change anything. A great event occurred when Augustine’s mother’s prayer for his renewal was answered. Sin can only be corrected by immense love, not by punishment. This is done only by living together as the body of Christ but love has been defined in New Testament by the love of Jesus Christ. Read Philemon on page five. It is through the storms of hate that the tree of love matures. Let God shake your tree that you may grow deeper in your roots in Christ and become more mature. Love is a commitment: a mental acceptance of the other even with all their holes [May said, “God’s love is rarer than human love.]. 
Three things about love:
Eros (erotic love) is not evil by itself but only if only becomes the master. Even if I start with lust that lust should be redeemed, and redirected to something higher. If you lust after someone, if the love of Christ can touch and change that love, do you say, “I adore you” in the morning? It’s not like eating chocolate, a student used to say outside a candy store window, “I adore you,” and ate only chocolate for lunch. “I adore you” is the touch that brings a respect, not a touch of possession. 

Christian  love has three basic qualities:
1. Christian love is love without a reason. I love you because of you, not because of what you bring into my life, but because of whom you are. That is a high state of enlightenment. Once I put a reason into love, it becomes lust. 
2. It has pleasure and joy in giving whether or not there is love given back. You don’t expect people to give back to you. Its love that gives. 
3. It is love that doesn’t judge at all. 1 Corinthians 13:9. Self love given by God is love that cannot be destroyed. If I love myself with God’s love I have the right love. There’s a serious warning here. If I have the love of Christ in me, I have a being in Jesus that cannot be destroyed, like titanium. I am not human. I am human in Christ. When threats come to me, I am solid. I am solid in the solid being in Christ. What happens when the ball is in Jesus’ court and not ours? Does Jesus say, “This is your problem you take care of it. You got me out of the land of Egypt, now the rest is your problem because it is your body too.” My body is His body. My problem is your problem. You are the savior of the world; it’s your problem to save me. We say, “Lord, you want to keep me ministering for you, you take care of the problem.” It sounds like a silly prayer, but He took care of the problem. 
Read: Abbot Sophronius and Philemon. 
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