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A Study of the Letter to the Galatians

Can the Law, Old Customs and Rituals Give Us New Life?
Gal 2:19-21

Philemon on ‘Crucified with Christ’ 
Staying with the theme of how we are mysteriously, spiritually and positionally in Christ and how Christ is in us, this handout translates George’s friend and mentor, the monk Philemon in Egypt, discussing the various aspects of the phrase “crucified with Christ.”  We’ll back up scripturally to Galatians 2 to begin.  This lesson covers many intricacies of our relationship with Christ. -bw 

Galatians 2:19 For through the law I died to law to live for God.  20 I have been crucified with Christ: the life I now live is not my life, but the life which Christ lives in me; and my present bodily life is lived by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and sacrificed himself for me.  21 I will not nullify the grace of God; if righteousness comes by law, then Christ died for nothing. – George’s translation
Galatians 2:19 For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 
20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” - NIV
Abba Philemon


I
‘Christ in you’
The Apostle Paul said “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col 1:27).  Christ is with us and in us.  We have to recognize these two important elements of that great gift of communion between us sinners and Jesus Christ our Lord:

The first one is that Christ lives among us as the Good Shepherd who has this office to protect his sheep.  

And second, he is our Savior and Physician who attends our sickness and failure and this office is his commitment to those who are called to inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

 He attends us as our Physician who comes to visit the sick sometimes to comfort, sometimes to admonish, or to rebuke us with His extreme tenderness and compassion.  I have limited myself to these areas because this is what I experience myself.  As the Shepherd of my life Jesus calls me sometimes in the inner heart where we can hear his voice clearly while we are praying or walking or in that dangerous moment when we are about to sleep and are not fully aware that we exist.  Sometimes I hear the voice of the Lord speaking to me clearly when He quotes the scriptures and that gives me great joy because I get to know the words of the Scriptures which Jesus loves to quote to me and I repeat them in my prayers saying to him, “You have told me these words which you have spoken to the Prophets and the kings of Israel and the Apostles.” What a privilege and joy that the Shepherd calls us the lost sheep, tells us about His love and leads us to the fold where we learn how to abide.  This office of Christ as a good Shepherd allows the Lord to be in our life as the one who guides and protects and brings enlightenment.  He sees the dark spots in us and treats that by a word of knowledge to clean and to heal.

Our Lord Jesus Christ as our Physician sees our sickness in both the soul and the body.  He cares more about the sickness of the soul and puts His divine wisdom into the service of this healing.  As for the sickness of the body, which will perish in the dust, he also takes care of but the sickness of the soul is more important.  It doesn’t matter whether we are healed physically or not because that healing is not eternal but it does matter if we are inwardly and eternally healed.  I have not been physically ill as some of the brothers in the community.  In fact, I enjoyed very good health and have not suffered long illness.  I thank God for that but my eyes are focused on the inner sickness and I believe that Jesus my Physician dwells in us as a physician who does not give us a prescription but a dose of His life.  I have seen in my heart the deep longing of the Lord to make me obedient to the Father as He was, but my obedience has not matured yet. 

Philemon wanted to speak only the words of the Scriptures or to utter only the name of the Lord.  He did this whenever we talk to him, even when we ask him about his health and how he feels he will quote verses from the Psalms or from the New Testament.  One day he told me that the Lord Jesus Christ submerged his [Philemon’s] mind in the Holy Word of the Bible and that he felt he must not utter anything at all but the words of the Scriptures.  I have not reached that level yet but here is a man who has enjoyed the indwelling of Christ in his heart so deeply that he limited his inner life to the Word of God. - George
At the moment I am enjoying the silence of the monastery where guests are not allowed during lent.  And I lock myself in my cell to ask the Lord to reveal to me the depths of His indwelling in my sinful life.  Let me warn you that the offices of Our Lord which I have mentioned are my very limited experiences but there are more that we should learn in our fellowship with Jesus Christ.

Lastly, that mystery in the indwelling in us cannot be defined because we sinners have the tendency to control what we define and that is why the indwelling of Christ is the hope of the glory to come.  Which we have in this life in a limited way, The Lord will give us more  in the next life and when we wait for what is to come we learn how we may remain faithful to the Lord. “ 
II

How should we recognize Christ in us?

I must say that our weakness is the first realm in which our Lord manifests his indwelling in us.  Do not be surprised because even in the struggle of Antony the great, the Lord told him that he was waiting for Antony to call for help.  We have inherited from the first Adam the tendency to be autonomous and independent.  This is one among many other illnesses which invaded our being and rested in our life since then.  Our Lord sometimes waits for us to experience the drowning like Peter when he tried to walk on the water.  We need to learn that we are left alone to learn our weakness and to learn that the Lord does not despise the weak but carries them on his shoulder.  Then in weakness we discover our inability to be independent and alone. 

My elder said to me one day, “Is the eternal inheritance in heaven your goal of being here? And if this is so, do you think that you will have that without communion with the Lord?  If your answer is negative, then learn how to do everything with Christ and for Christ.  This does not come to us just by thinking and accepting but by two great powers, love and fear.”

I was not expecting to hear about fear, and he realized that I was puzzled and added, “Fear of being outside the Kingdom of heaven in the outer darkness will encourage you to purify yourself from autonomy.  Fear will show you all the dark and hidden corners in your heart where autonomy is hidden.”  Now after these years I learned how to be for Christ and to live for him.  It was not easy.
First it is the intention of the heart to seek how to please our Redeemer.  Second it is the motivation which is caught between self-satisfaction and seeking the Lord.  This is the true crucifixion of our being and that takes years.  Gradually I have noticed that love closes the gap, for your sake Lord I accept nothing at all and I do not want to be anything but your love which is the greatest prize.  I do not want to be anything or anyone just me, the little one who is under the care of the Lord.

For many days and in fact it took me a long time to understand our union with Christ. There was no teaching given to me when I was consecrated a monk, but my spiritual father was a good monk and he guided me first to this deep relationship by meditating on the union of the divinity of our Lord with us, I mean his humanity.  Then he told me that the great events in the life of our Lord were a declaration of the progress of this union. 

The incarnation remains the foundation of that union.
His temptation is our victory over the devil.  Jesus did not exorcise demons before his temptations in the wilderness not because he was not able to do that but because Jesus wanted our humanity to be victorious.  But before his temptations he received the Holy Spirit on our behalf to keep him in communion with our humanity.   Then, come the teaching and the miracles, which revealed to us his the new teaching of Jesus and his power. As for the cross is was preceded by the transfiguration to reveal to us that Jesus is the Lord of glory. 
On the cross our Lord defeated death and crucified condemnation and abolished its power bringing to us total freedom.  What should we learn?

1. That we are not forsaken at all even if we sin, because our sins demands healing and care.

2. Our Lord assumed his offices as the teacher of life and as the priest who reconciles us with God the Father, not because the reconciliation which he established by his death and resurrection is repeated when we sin, but Jesus our Lord reconciles us by renewing in us the flow of his life.

3. When we say that Jesus is the priest and the sacrifice, let us be clear to you that his duality means that the offer of his life as the eternal sacrifice is once for all (Hebrews 10:10) but it does not come to an end for integrating the two, the priesthood and the sacrifice, and uniting both of them in his divine and human Person.  Jesus comes to dwell in us as both the sacrifice of the love of the Father and of the Holy Spirit and being the priest he cleanses us constantly when we call on him to heal us.

4. Jesus in us is his constant sacrifice which constantly cleanses us from our sins. Jesus offered his life to us to be in us and that is why Jesus will come again to show us what he did for us. 

My dear brother, the death of Jesus is not a far away event that happened about 1900 years ago, but it is the manifestation of the divine power of life over our death and weakness.  We do not live with past historical events but we live in communion with the living Lord.  He died to himself so that he may be in us.  His self renunciation is to the end of our time when death is abolished and the members of his flock are with him in the Kingdom.  When I say that his death is the power of God I am quoting the words of Paul (Romans 1:16) and this is not just a power but it is the power of the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me (Gal 2:20).  Before that Paul says that he died to the Law, which means that not just the Law put him to death, but also that the Law cannot bring him to life.  We must keep this all the time in our mind, if you and me feel very pleased with ourselves let us be clear in our awareness that God’s pleasure is manifested in the Cross where the Father’s pleasure was declared in sending his Son who was anointed by the Holy Spirit and became the Christ and was crucified by the power of the Holy Spirit (Heb 9:13).  The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of life was not only reconciled to us by the death of the Son but also accepted to dwell in our sinful hearts to heal and to sanctify us.

If we sin, Jesus does not die again for us, because Jesus abolished the power of death, which is the fruit of our sin. Jesus destroyed the throne of sin which is death (Rom 5:21).  

III

The Power of the Divine Love

For days I asked the Lord to tell me why love is the foundation of everything in the new covenant.  I throw myself on the floor of my cell begging the Lord to speak to me and to give me this grace.  I started to read and to recite the whole NT.  “Lord Jesus Christ open my stupid and dull mind.”  Days passed and I was determined not to give up.  I prayed the Jesus Prayer and added to the words, “open my heart to discover why love is the foundation of everything.”
It was about the week before the Lord’s Resurrection (Easter), when the Lord in my inner heart told me that I am foolish indeed, because I am asking about the reason why his nature is love.  Jesus told me:

“What kind of nature do you want me to have other than love?  If you think of power alone without love, that will be what humans want to have to fulfill their dreams and their lusts.  Power without love is the slavery which sinful beings seek.  The whole creation was given the freedom of choice.  This is the foundation of love.  Those who deviated added their knowledge of how life should be and distorted their being by mutilating their freedom of choice and directing it to their lusts.  The devil and humans lost the perception that true life is the gift of love.  Both consider that their life is theirs and that the Father denies them freedom.  They not know that if freedom does not spring from love but springs from their desires to be other than and image of us (the Trinity), then in that fallen state, life and love are separated, freedom is no longer freedom but is the slave of sin, and  knowledge no longer proceeds from love but proceeds from self-preservation.  This kind of blindness is what many humans have.  You follow me, carry your cross – the cross of your distorted life – and I will liberate you.”

That was hard but his inner voice gave me hope because Jesus my Lord asked me to follow him. 

Philemon
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