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A Dynamic Study of the Letter to the Romans

The Gospel and Religions
Romans 1.1  Paul, slave of Christ Jesus, an apostle called [set apart] for God’s gospel
The Gospel

All Religions are based on:

1. Performance 

2. Procedure

The Gospel is not about a religion called Christianity. 

The Gospel is and Old English word and it is made of, “god” =good and “spel” which means news or story.  The Greek word evangelion, frequently translated means “glad tidings,” or “good news,”
Paul and the Gospel

1) Of the 76 instances of “gospel” in the NT, 60 are found in the letters of Paul.

2) The infinitive verb, “to evangelize,” to preach the good news, is used 19 times.
3) Paul may have derived the term from the early church, particularly through the Jews who spoke Greek, who may have translated the Palestinian church’s supposed use of the Hebrew b’ishôrâ (“message of victory/ salvation”) into the Greek evangelion. 

4) In the Greek translation of the OT known as the Septuagint (designated by Roman letters LXX, meaning 70), the Greek appears in Isaiah as a noun with its theme of the good news of the coming reassertion of God’s kingly rule (cf. evangelizomai in LXX Isaiah 40:9; 52:7; 60:6; 61:1).

5) But the verb “to preach the good news” goes back to Jesus himself (Luke 4:43; Matt11:5).  Jesus brought the Gospel.
6) Much discussion has surrounded Paul’s infrequent but intriguing references to “my gospel” (Rom 2:16; 16:25; 2 Tim 2:8), including its possible relationship to the origin and nature of the overall NT understanding of evangelion. Certainly the phraseology “my gospel” means “my preaching the good news.”      
7) Paul also speaks of “the gospel of God” (e.g., Rom 1:1; 15:16), “the gospel of his Son” (Rom 1:9), “the gospel of Christ” (Rom 15:19; also see below) or simply “the gospel” (without further description).  Some of these usages even occur in the general context of the relatively infrequent expression “my gospel” (e.g., Rom 16:25; cf. Rom 15:16, 19 and 2 Tim 2:8; cf. 2 Tim 1:8, 10).  Paul can also speak of “our gospel” in I Thessalonians 1:5 and 2 Thessalonians 2:14, though we must here consider the fact that Paul shares with Silas and Timothy (cf. 2 Cor 1:19) the prescript of both of these letters (cf. I Thess 1:1; 2 Thess 1:1) and that these coworkers shared with Paul the gospel ministry that gave birth to the church in Thessalonica (cf. Acts 17:1-15).

The Gospel of God and the Gospel of Christ 

Let us consider the questions of whether the construction “gospel of God” or “gospel of Christ” should be taken as objective or subjective genitive.  If taken as an objective genitive, God and Christ are the content of the gospel message – “the gospel about God/Christ.”  If viewed as subjective, the nuance of authorship or source is emphasized – e.g., “the gospel from God/Christ.”
For example, the context in which “the gospel of God” appears in Romans 1:1 makes it more likely that the focus is on the gospel’s origin (subjective genitive).  Perhaps “the gospel of his Son” in Romans 1:9 is best viewed as specifying the content of Paul’s preaching (objective genitive).  However, in every occurrence of these phrases in Paul, the genitive makes good sense if it is read either way.   Sometimes the context appears to underline the objective aspect, sometimes the subjective, and sometimes either is equally possible.  Ultimately, it is true, Paul does not preach God and Christ as two separate beings but God in Christ is both source and the content of the gospel.  But a priority seems to be placed on “Christ” who is the heart of the Gospel (Gal 1:16; 2 Cor 1:19; 4:5; Phil 1:15-18), or the Gospel is “Christ crucified” (1 Cor 1:23; cf. Gal 3:1) as a summary of the content of the gospel preached.  Thus “preaching the gospel” and “preaching Christ” seem to be interchangeable (1 Cor 1:17 and 1:23; 1 Cor 15:1,11 and 15:12; 2Cor4: 3 and 4:4 ). 

To understand the depth of Paul’s Christian belief, see this note on, “The Radical Jew” by Professor, Daniel Boyarin, the University of California, 1997:
Paul could not as a Jew, even a radical Jew use the word Gospel of God for preaching the cross as the wisdom and the power of God. The Torah and the Prophets are alone the message which God gave to the Jews. 

The dynamic assessment of these must be narrowed to:
1. Paul is set apart to preach

2. Paul is called by God

The Gospel and HumanLife
1)
The very stumbling-block of the Gospel  is its utter simplicity: the mysteries of God are framed into the daily life of average humans, and the whole story may seem to be all too human, just as the Incarnate Lord himself appeared to be live our human life. This simplicity is greatest challenge:

a) It is so ordinary that we may think that it should have some great ideas but    when we discover that there are no great ideas, we become disappointed.

b) The teaching of the Lord is %99 based on daily observation of human life, the Tax Collector, the Rich Young man, ….etc. This is due to the fact that the 
Gospel is the good news to the ordinary persons. 

c) The Gospel is so simple because it is the good news of the Incarnate God. He took our humanity to reveal himself to us humans in the ordinary human life, nothing exiting because it is an encounter with our real life and that means descending to our level including death.

The Gospel of the Incarnate God

1) 
The “divine” does not destroy what is “ human and natural” The human language and its idiom did not hide the “ splendor” of revelation, but the human did not bind the power of God’s word. The word of God may be adequately and rightly expressed in human words. The word of God does not grow dim when it sounds in the tongue of man. We have to take into consideration what Jesus said in the sermon on the mount, about the rain, the birds, and the lilies of the fields. If creation reflects the “glory of God, so also the human language because man is created in the image and likeness of God — this “analogical” link makes communication possible between God and humanity. And since God deigned to speak to man, the human word itself acquires new depth and strength and becomes transfigured.

2)
The Gospel is expressed in multiple ways:

a) in the hymns, some of them appear in the NT itself (like Phil 2:5-11)

b) in the creeds, as in Romans 10:8-9

c) in the celebration of both baptism and the Lord’s Supper

d) in preaching
Philemon to George:
My Dear brother, when you read the Gospel, pray and ask the Lord that you become a gospel, good news wherever you are. 

The Gospel is not a system but good news.
Not a System, but Good News
1)
Any doctrinal system, if it is not a gospel, is far away from revelation.  It is of utter importance that God himself came to us and did not just tell us a story.   Here a problem arises: how, and to what extent, can the “Good News” be framed into a system?  This is the main problem between the Gospel and all Religions. How should the Gospel be used for the construction of a performance and employed as a procedure?
2)
The Good News in Christianity is single in spite of the fact that we have four gospels.  But the right attitude is that there is one Gospel which is about the coming of the light, the life, salvation, eternal life, etc.  All these are in one Person, Jesus Christ.  
3)
 The Quran is not good news.  This name means “the Book of Recitation,” what the Moslems must recite and believe.  We must not think that the Gospel is a book that we have to read.  Truly it is printed in a book.  Truly it is read, but there are many differences:
a)
The Good News is the call of love and communion of God and humanity in Jesus Christ.  The Quran is the book which calls Moslems for Islam which means submission and obedience.  Submission in Christ is the submission of love not that of a slavery.  This does not come from hearing only but also from the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.
b)
The Good News has its two main sources – Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Jesus came to reconcile us to God the Father and also to send the Holy Spirit to be in us to lead us to receive the Good News and to receive Jesus himself who came to share our life so that we may share his life and his unique relationship with the Father.  The Quran is a declaration of the Law of God, the “sharia.”  The personal relationship is not only absent but is impossible. 

Dialogue with Philemon 

Philemon:  Life under the Law and in the Law has is no room for love.  Do you know why?

George: Tell me.

Philemon: The Law tells you what to do and what you must not do.  The Law binds you to yourself not to God. 
4)
Islam has a message of performance, rituals and things to do to gain the “pleasure 
of God” and it has also a procedure which is essential for every performance. This 
cannot be reconciled with the Gospel:

a)
Islam says humans are not created to please God.  This is against the biblical 

teaching of creating us according to the divine image (Gen 1:26).

b)
Both performance and its procedure do not address the basic part of the 


Gospel: God came to us and that is the divine revelation of salvation.  We 


did not generate the Good News but the “The Word became flesh.”  This 


means that the Gospel is not just words like the Quran but is a relationship 


with God through his Son.  We do not have just the “word” of God to read 


but have also God himself dwelling in us. This is the Good News.
The Law and the Prophets

Romans 1:2  which he proclaimed beforehand through his prophets by the Holy Scriptures,
The Gospel of God looks to the Old Testament for the evidences of all distinctive Christian beliefs and convictions.  The Gospel is history, not a system of belief.  At the same time, it is not history of human belief, but the history of the divine revelation in Jesus Christ.  A commentary on the Gospel is no more than a commentary on the text and the story.  By reading a commentary we must become aware:
1)
The power of the Gospel is the victory of Jesus Christ and though this may be said 
in words, the power of God is God himself in his utter humility and even 
weakness in confronting human wisdom with the death of the cross.  This is no 
longer words or ideas but Life meets our death.

2)
The Gospel is truth and is reliable because it is the Good News of how our life 
can become true life.  When we seek life we know the difference between false 
life and true life. False life lacks unity and is full of divisions. False life is short of 
many things but above all is short of true sacrificial love which has saved us from 
tyranny and slavery through out our history.      

Why do we still need the law and the prophets even in the new covenant of Christ?
For obvious reasons, they are included among the deeds of God; not as historical documents only, and not as chapters on the stages of history already passed away.  This applies particularly to the Old Testament. “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John” (Matt. 11:13).  Why do we still keep both the law and the prophets, and in what sense? What can be the right use of the Old Testament if the Church of Christ preaches the Gospel?
1)
First of all, this is a sacred history – not a history of human convictions and their evolution, but a history of the mighty deeds of God.  And these deeds are not disconnected irruptions of God into human life.  There was an intimate unity and cohesion.  They led and guided the chosen people into God’s supreme purpose, unto Christ.  Therefore, in a sense, the earlier ones were reflected, as it were, or implied in the later ones.  There was a continuity of the divine action, as there was an identity of the goal and purpose as well.  This continuity is the basis of the revelation in Jesus Christ.  God was not silent and was not watching us.  God had a Plan and this Plan is unfolding.
2)
The Law was superseded by the truth that is the Person of Jesus, and in it has found its accomplishment, and thereby was abrogated as the mediator of the new relationship between God and the human race.  It no longer had to be imposed upon the new converts.  The New Israel had its own constitution.  The new redemptive situation had been created or inaugurated by the Lord: a new situation in the sacred perspective of salvation.  Everything that belonged essentially to the previous stage or phase had now lost its meaning, or rather kept its meaning as a pre-figuration only.  Even the Decalogue perhaps was not exempt from this rule and was overruled by the “new commandment.”  
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