George Bebawi – Church History Class   Monday, October 2, 2006
What is church history?  

Christianity is one of the most interesting religions.  You have a man – Christ – who walked on the land in Palestine, was crucified by Pontius Pilate (it’s in Roman records).  It is a way of life different from the gentiles and the Jews.  It was said in 3rd century Alexandria that Christians were “the third race” – Jews, Gentiles and Christians.
4 Things We Learn from Christian History

1. Christian Identity

2. Attitude toward creation – universe, human beings, etc.

3. Eternal destiny (eternal life)

4. Why we have an organized community we call the church.

Notes about Christian Identity:

Christians knew each other by their confession of faith.

A Jew was identified by his practice, food, marriage, burial, greetings, etc.

Christian Practices

What will identify a Christian in a Pagan Society?

It is hard to tell unless you meet them personally.  But, early Christians were known for their: Love, Hospitality, Care of sick, Give shelter and food to needy.

But also, their

-Place of worship (1 Cor. 12:1-14),

-Practice of Worship

-Gift of the spirit

-They abstained from blood games (e.g. Coliseum) and orgies

-Refused to volunteer for the army, because:


- had to sacrifice to pagan Gods


- had to eat meat that had been sacrificed (that’s how the priests made money … selling meat that had been sacrificed.).  But Paul said (Romans Ch? V?) idols don’t exist, eat what you want!
-Didn’t curse others.  Reference to horrible Jewish prayer that prays for a curse on Christians.

- Known by the way we speak, “Your dialect reveals your faith.”  If you change your attitude toward your life, your speech will reflect it.

Jews V. Christians

Jews called Christians “bar Menim” – son of the heretics.

Prayed that Apostates .. “may they have no hope”

Jews called Christians “Nazarenes,” same word as in Arabic in the Koran for Christians 

Jews were hostile to Christians, especially 100-135 AD; considered them heretics; Rabbi’s ordered burning of New Testaments. 

Jews v. Christians – 5 Points of Friction

(Christians couldn’t/didn’t go to Synagogue, feats; went to church on Sunday and had Lord’s Supper)

1. Sabbath v. Lord’s Day; Saturday vs. Sunday.  “Sunday” wasn’t referred to until 3rd Century.  It was Lord’s Day.  (How early did practice of Christians Church on Sunday begin? A-Christians prepared themselves on Saturday (by confession and prayer), cleansing themselves for Lord’s Day worship and communion.

2. Feasts  - Jews had many feasts, Christians had the Lord’s Supper and celebrated Resurrection (Easter), but that was all.

3.  Sacred Books – Canon of the New Testament abrogated Old Testament law.

4. Confession of Faith


Q - What was first prayer to Jesus?  A – Stephen, Acts 7:60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

5. Baptism & Lord’s Supper


- 2 distinctive elements of worship; the Lord is present.

It drove the Jews crazy that each of the four Gospel accounts of the resurrection is different; they insisted it must be false.  But this teaches us that Christ’s encounters with the apostles is very personal … and it shows that our God is personal to us.  We are each called to make our own decision based on our personal relationship with Christ.  Each is different as each of the Gospels is different.  Christ appears in our own individual circumstances.

Jews also couldn’t abide that Lord Supper was “eating the Body” of Christ .. flesh, in other words, which was repulsive to Jews.

So why did the Jews hate the Christians?

Horrible!

1. You stole our history and used it as your own

2. You invalidated us

3. Said we didn’t have a relationship with God

4. You replaced us in God’s eyes.
Jews knew that Christian attitudes toward the Jews were that:

1. We fulfilled you (reached God and became righteous)

2. We completed you (Jews must first become righteous by the law, and only then can find God)

3. Christian belief highlighted the goal of the law, which is God.

SO

Christians – In faith find God and become righteous, for free!

Jews – become righteous (in the Law), then find God.  

Christians crossed the goalline of finding God first.
Great story about Sarah (George’s grandmother) berating a Rabbi.  Funny.

Sarah said to the Rabbi, regarding Judaism:

“All historical events were replaced by a living person.” – (meaning Jesus)
“Who was that?” Asked the Rabbi.

Sarah said, “Have you been living on another planet?”
Sarah asked the Rabbi, who was in Egypt, “Where is the blessing of Abraham now?” – an especially deep cut, in that Moses led the Jews out of Egypt but the Rabbi, four thousand years later or whatever, is still there.

Sarah said of the Christians, “Jesus gave them the blessing, free!”

Rabbi was in a state of shock …

Replacement Theology describes the replacement of Jews by Christianity.

Paul is very clear, Jews must accept Christ, but, George noted,

What if a bulldozer came to your family’s home of many generations and knocked it down because it said your home was no good? How would you feel?  

That’s how the Jews felt about Christianity.  It knocked down their home.  That’s why Stephen was stoned at the Temple.  Ultimate blasphemy to the Jews to say you could knock down the temple and build it again in three days.  It was a metaphor for Jews building it, but the Christians taking it over.  
Some Jews got it … Nicodemus, Gilmael (sp?).  Most didn’t.

Why did Jesus become a stumbling block for the Jews?

Jesus smashed the “Sampson” model of the Messiah … someone who could come in and kill the Romans.

Q - Why did Jesus constantly speak of the Kingdom of God?
A - Because the Jews had it wrong.
Why Jesus Smashes the Jews

1.The Kingdom of God is given to the unworthy.

This to drive home the point to the Jews that what they expected of “The Kingdom” was not really “The Kingdom.”  The Kingdom as Jesus presented it was given to the unworthy … the lame, blind, sick, poor.

In Jewish prayers ... only the Righteous attain the Kingdom of heaven.  Jesus says only those seeking the Kingdom will find it (it’s in the Lord’s prayer).

2. Parables
Of the Sower – seeds scatter and fall on different types of ground.  Jesus is saying to the Jews, the Gospel has no roots in your heart because of your expectations (of the Roman-killing messiah)

Beatitudes, Matt 5-7 – Totally undoes the law.  Says you should seek forgiveness before making an offering, not like the Jews, who make a an offering (sacrifice) before they pray.

Prayer of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector in the temple.  Why did Jesus smash the Pharisee?  Because the Pharisee was praying about himself, not to God.  He was worshipping his own guts.  You must talk to God!

Prodigal Son – destroys the entire legal system of Judaism, which would say that the son had no right to come home, yet his father gave him a banquet.  The protest of the brother represents Jewish Law.  The Prodigal son was seeking his father and was forgiven.  (Where have you heard that before?)
Jesus was subtle, generally, in how he undermined Judaism.

Paul was confrontational.  (George – “You need both, I think.”)

N.T. Wright book – Climax of the Covenant? Details how Jesus took apart Judaism.

Jesus said, “If you follow me …”

That meant that Jesus replaces the law -- Torah, priests, synagogues, everything; in other words: Everything in the past is over.  No wonder the Jews hated it.

Why would a Jew remain a Jew 2,000 years later … today?

1. Sense of belonging – history, feasts, identity

2. Expectation of fulfillment of the coming of the Messiah

3. Statehood of Israel (some Rabbis prayed with Arafat over Palestine because they said Jews shouldn’t have a state because there is no temple and no king, so they don’t need a state.)

Homework Questions (for two weeks hence):

Topic: How can we learn discernment from the study of church history?

1. Why is every gift and promise centered in the person of Jesus? Not believing means we lose the gift?
2. Why was incarnation (taking human body) a shock to the educated, cultured people in their society?

3.  What is truth?  What is the meaning of the word “truth” for a Christian living in the New Testament period and how to they identify it?
Finally …

To pray in truth is to pray to become like Christ.

What is “Like Christ”?

Love

Forgive

Know the father

Participate in suffering and joy of others

Center is in God, not in me.

To love like Christ is the most difficult thing in life.  It is very hard. 

BUT, otherwise, What am I doing with my life?

