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Arius (AD 256 - 336, of Alexandria) was an early Christian theologian, who taught that the Son of God was not eternal, and was subordinate to God the Father (a view known generally as Arianism).   He was a Libyan and a student with Lucien of Antioch.  Although he attracted considerable support at the time (and since), Arius's views were declared heretical at the Council of Nicaea, leading to the formation of the Nicene Creed.  Arius is also known as Arius of Alexandria.
George provided an article, “What is a Heresy?”   The word means to select, to choose certain things and reject others.  The article included a brief description of Arius and of the Arian Heresy.  Arians could not conceive that Christ was divine and human both.  So, Arias took al the texts about Christ’s humanity and made them all spiritual.   
Proverbs 8: 22-25:

22 "The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before His works of old. 23 "From everlasting I was established , From the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth. 24 "When there were no depths I was brought forth, When there were no springs abounding with water. 25 "Before the mountains were settled, Before the hills I was brought forth; 

In the Septuagint verse 22 is translated, “The Lord created me” and in Hebrew “the Lord possessed me.”   
1 Corinthians 15:25 - 28

25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death. 27 For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET. But when He says, "All things are put in subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. 28 When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all. 
This verse would support the Arian view.  He’s Lord, but not THE LORD.  In the Arian view it’s like a confluence of streams.  Monotheism says God is One, so Christ’s divinity must be lower than God’s.  Arius saw Christianity as a real threat to the culture:  humility, compassion, forgiveness, were not values in the culture then.  Jesus disturbed civilization forever.  Arius was well brought up and a good roman citizen who wanted to remove Jesus from the culture so as not to upset it!  It comes back every year even in our culture . . . people who say something about Jesus not being God.  The latest sensationalism is Cameron saying he found the bones of Jesus.   
If Jesus isn’t God:

1.
We are not the children of God.

2.
Our knowledge of the nature of god is limited by our education and culture 
(paganism).

3,
We will create a God according to our level of understanding of divinity and our 
abilities.
4.
Our ideas of God will cause is to  implement certain code of ethics.
5.
God doesn’t communicate his life to human beings and leaves us in a state of 
deprivation.
6.
Our eternal destiny is very obscure.

7.
There is a split between heaven and earth and therefore our history/achievement 
are not related to any divine plan.  We start and end with us.  There is no 
beginning into eternity.
FOUR PRESUPPOSITIONS OF HERESY

All these things can combine to create a heresy.

1.
Personal experience that makes you hostile to an article of faith.  For example, Gnostics don’t like the human body; so they reject the incarnation.  A fundamental tenet of Arianism was that the Son of God was a creature, not born of the Father, but, in the scientific language of the times, made “out of nothing.”  Arianism dated the personal existence of the son from the time of His manifestation.  

2.
Misunderstanding of biblical texts.  For example we discussed Mark 13:32 (which we have discussed in this group before - see churchistses7.doc, December 31, 2007)

Mark 13:30-32.  30 "Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 32 "But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 
33 "Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come. 

3.
Inability to cope with the plan of salvation or that Christ is both divine and human.  The challenge is to believe in two natures.
4.
When you live in a culture and it has commonly accepted values that clash with the values of the gospel.  For example, if you are a hero you kill people.  You don’t forgive your enemies.  Forgiveness is a Christian value.  To die on the cross to save us from sins was a clash in Jesus’ culture.  
HOW TO CHALLENGE HERESY
1.
To counteract misunderstanding Biblical text (which the Jehovah’s witnesses do), you need to know your Bible.  In the Old Testament, TO KNOW means the intimate relationship between a man and a woman--it’s that depth of knowing.  
Greek Uses of “Know”

Acts 19:

13 But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, "I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches." 14 Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 And the evil spirit answered and said to them, "I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?" 16 And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 1 
Usage Number: A-5

Part Of Speech: Verb

Strong's Number: <G1987>
Original Word: ἐπίσταμαι, epistamai

Usage Notes: "to know, know of, understand" (probably an old Middle Voice form of ephistēmi, "to set over"), is used in Mark 14:68, "understand," which follows oida "I (neither) know;" most frequently in the Acts 10:28; Acts 15:7; Acts 18:25; Acts 19:15, 25; Acts 20:18; Acts 22:19; Acts 24:10; Acts 26:26; elsewhere, 1 Tim. 6:4; Heb. 11:8; Jas. 4:14; Jude 1:10. See UNDERSTAND.

 

—Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words 
Matthew 7:21-23

21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles ?' 23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.' 

Know
Usage Number: A-1

Part Of Speech: Verb

Strong's Number: <G1097>
Original Word: γινώσκω, ginōskō

Usage Notes: signifies "to be taking in knowledge, to come to know, recognize, understand," or "to understand completely," e.g., Mark 13:28, 29; John 13:12; John 15:18; John 21:17; 2 Cor. 8:9; Heb. 10:34; 1 John 2:5; 1 John 4:2, 6 (twice),7,13; 1 John 5:2, 20; in its past tenses it frequently means "to know in the sense of realizing," the aorist or point tense usually indicating definiteness, Matt. 13:11; Mark 7:24; John 7:26; in John 10:38 "that ye may know (aorist tense) and understand, (present tense);" John 19:4; Acts 1:7; Acts 17:19; Rom. 1:21; 1 Cor. 2:11 (2nd part),14; 2 Cor. 2:4; Eph. 3:19; Eph. 6:22; Phil. 2:19; Phil. 3:10; 1 Thess. 3:5; 2 Tim. 2:19; Jas. 2:20; 1 John 2:13 (twice),14; 1 John 3:6; 1 John 4:8; 2 John 1:1; Rev. 2:24; Rev. 3:3, 9. In the Passive Voice, it often signifies "to become known," e.g., Matt. 10:26; Phil. 4:5. In the sense of complete and absolute understanding on God's part, it is used e.g., in Luke 16:15; John 10:15 (of the Son as well as the Father); 1 Cor. 3:20. In Luke 12:46, AV, it is rendered "he is … aware."
In the NT ginōskō frequently indicates a relation between the person "knowing" and the object known; in this respect, what is "known" is of value or importance to the one who knows, and hence the establishment of the relationship, e.g., especially of God's "knowledge," 1 Cor. 8:3, "if any man love God, the same is known of Him;" Gal. 4:9, "to be known of God;" here the "knowing" suggests approval and bears the meaning "to be approved;" so in 2 Tim. 2:19; cp. John 10:14, 27; Gen. 18:19; Nah. 1:7; the relationship implied may involve remedial chastisement, Amos 3:2. The same idea of appreciation as well as "knowledge" underlies several statements concerning the "knowledge" of God and His truth on the part of believers, e.g., John 8:32; John 14:20, 31; John 17:3; Gal. 4:9 (1st part); 1 John 2:3, 13, 14; 1 John 4:6, 8, 16; 1 John 5:20; such "knowledge" is obtained, not by mere intellectual activity, but by operation of the Holy Spirit consequent upon acceptance of Christ. Nor is such "knowledge" marked by finality; see e.g., 2 Pet. 3:18; Hos. 6:3, RV.

The verb is also used to convey the thought of connection or union, as between man and woman, Matt. 1:25; Luke 1:34.

 

The differences between ginōskō (No. 1) and oida demand consideration: (a) ginōskō, frequently suggests inception or progress in "knowledge," while oida suggests fullness of "knowledge," e.g., John 8:55, "ye have not known Him" (ginōskō), i.e., begun to "know," "but I know Him" (oida), i.e., "know Him perfectly;" John 13:7, "What I do thou knowest not now," i.e. Peter did not yet perceive (oida) its significance, "but thou shalt understand," i.e., "get to know (ginōskō), hereafter;" John 14:7, "If ye had known Me" (ginōskō), i.e., "had definitely come to know Me," "ye would have known My Father also" (oida), i.e., "would have had perception of:" "from henceforth ye know Him" (ginōskō), i.e., having unconsciously been coming to the Father, as the One who was in Him, they would now consciously be in the constant and progressive experience of "knowing" Him; in Mark 4:13, "Know ye not (oida) this parable? and how shall ye know (ginōskō) all the parables?" (RV), i.e., "Do ye not understand this parable? How shall ye come to perceive all …" the intimation being that the first parable is a leading and testing one; (b) while ginōskō frequently implies an active relation between the one who "knows" and the person or thing "known" (see No. 1, above), oida expresses the fact that the object has simply come within the scope of the "knower's" perception; thus in Matt. 7:23 "I never knew you" (ginōskō) suggests "I have never been in approving connection with you," whereas in Matt. 25:12, "I know you not" (oida) suggests "you stand in no relation to Me."

 

—Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words 

2.
If you know something, you need to declare it.  If you don’t do what you are to do as a Christian, Jesus won’t know you on the day of judgment.   Back to the Mark 13:32 reference, the Son cannot reveal what the father said.  It’s not to be shared.  Read that whole chapter of Mark.  Then the question is, “Why not reveal it?”


a.  You need to work out your own salvation and live by faith. 


b.  Christ wants us to come to him out of a choice of love, not fear.
.
c.  You’d be lazy about working out your salvation.

d.  Civilization would come to an end because no one would do anything.

e.  The expected and the unexpected.  If you don’t know when Jesus is coming, 
you get prepared, and if you do know, you get prepared.  

f.  It’s better not to know so you can enjoy life.

HOW OUR CONCEPT OF LOVE AND UNITY SHAPES OUR CODE OF ETHICS OR WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF OUR CULTURE?  HOW IS CHRIST WORKING IN IT?
Christ is the alpha and omega.  In order for us to gain fulfillment, he communicates His life to us.  

There are 15 million Jews in the world today and there is a movement of Messianic Jews who have brought thousands to Christ.  George knows of a Rabbi Shapiro, an orthodox Jew, who went to bring Messianic Jews back to Judaism and had a miraculous experience of being suspended in the air and became a Christian.  The Knesset has said that a Jew who converts to Christianity would lose his passport.  There is anger among orthodox Jews about Christians.  We need to fertilize our culture to bring a more fulfilled human life to it, only possible through Christ.

SIDE TRACK ON ANGELS - AND HOW TO TEST “REVELATION”
1.
Is what they say according to scripture?

2.
is what they say for their own personal gain, pride, or to get authority over 
people?

3.
Do the messages bring peace and trust?

Three ways they communicate:
1.
an inner voice, verbal or an image

2.
See a manifestation

3.
communicate with a voice out loud, but no person.

There is a book about angels and the Life of St. Antony of Egypt by Athanasius.
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