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George distributed a paper he wrote he wrote at Cambridge on Athanasius called “St. Athanasius’ Concept of Creation.”)

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth …. “ Genesis 1:1

Why did the Jews begin the Bible this way?


- to show that one God created everything


-  to show everything came into being by his word

GOD = (Word and Breath) = Creation God; 

Shows God and the universe locked into eternal laws

This was the dominant teaching until the Hellenic (Greek) period.  The Jews were shocked at the alien Christian mind that said everything was created out of nothing by God … this was a new idea which affected the inner life

Aristotle .. “everything can be debated but beauty.”

WHY CREATION “OUT OF NOTHING” IS IMPORTANT TO CHRISTIANS – 3 THINGS
1. Cosmos and Creation are subjected to the will of God

· Everything is in a state of contingency

· Nothing is eternal by nature

· Not locked into a watertight God

· A personal God who changes things

2. Creation and God share responsibility of looking after the Cosmos

· We can deviate from God and destroy Creation

· We need the Word of God to tell us his will

· We need the Breath of God to do things in fellowship with God


(NOTE:  Word tells us; Breath makes us act)

3. God has his own life

· He is substance – essence – nature of the divine

· He alone provides life

· The Word is between You and the Breath under the old covenant 

· !! - Jesus came to move us forward
· Life not created by God and the Breath of Life
· (Rib of Adam makes Eve equal; “Help” is one of the names of God)

· Paul says we are a “new creation”; old not destroyed, but renewed

This renewal (by Christ) brought 3 things to us:

1. Stability / fortification


2. Direct participation in the divine life

· Christ is the Word; Holy Spirit is the Breath of Life

· John 1:14 – The Word became flesh 
· John 20:22 – Jesus breathed on the apostles
· Genesis 2:7 – God breathed into Adam the Breath of Life

3. Our eternal transformation into the image of Jesus

Paul – the call of God does not repent or change His mind; the first creation lacked stability because it was created in a state of infancy

Did God fail?  No, we failed.  We failed ourselves and we failed creation.

Q - Where do you find your Freedom?  In order?  Or in chaos?

A – In Chaos.  It is part of God’s plan.  He asks us to put things in order

How are we made in the image of God?  (not answered)

To have true freedom, you have to line up your life with God’s order.  If not, then you are in bondage.

Chaos – We possess creativity and have the freedom to choose; have the freedom to do whatever we want.

Jon’s Sailing metaphor – You can do whatever you want to do in a sailboat; but if you want to go where you want to go and make the boat do what you want it to, you are a slave to the rules of sailing.  Then the boat will go where you want it to go.
St. Iraneus:  What is the difference between a person and a thing?

· When you deal with a person, you negotiate

· When you deal with a thing, you must master it.

Chaos – Freedom

Chaos has its own taste

Talmud – God gives seeds, waits for them to grow up.

We grow up; we should grow up with our fellowship with God.
God is a God of order, but we live in Chaos as we grow up. 

We have freedom, not perfection.

We are called to grow up toward the image and likeness of God

We turn our thoughts and desires in toward ourselves, and then we fall away from God

We know God by being in fellowship with him (that’s what Christ gives us)

Not in Good and Evil … that is Adam’s story

Thematic organization of the Bible

Themes are the key to understanding it; things are said in different ways in different parts of the Bible.  For example:

The Kingdom of God is also …

· Spirit in you

· Gift of Adoption

· Temple of God

· Temple of the Holy Spirit

· Church is the body of Christ

· Fullness of the Godhead

· Dwelling in the old temple

When you bring these things together, we see that we are a child of God.

The themes point to a direction God instructs.
George muses about the complexity and depth of the Midrash (Jewish explanations in many volumes), where each word is discussed many, many times to provide all possible angles. Takes great patience to read it.
In the Bible, “Alive” means 5 things:


1. Having a dialogue


2. Able to hear


3. Able to speak


4. Able to choose / decide


5. To take and to give

This describes the uniqueness of our God

This is how we are in the image of God; but God is life and light in himself.

We get our life from him

God gives life.

Jeremiah put God on trial,

George jokes / makes the point that he (George) is not God’s lawyer

Islam – Muslims would panic if God answered their prayer.

Allah spoke to Muhammad and that’s it.  Allah does not dwell in the human heart.

Post-enlightenment / hyper-rationalism suggests that we “are done learning”  

(We will continue to learn because we are not perfect but God is perfect)

Greatness of the story of Exodus is that God walks with us; we are not carried

Good description of the church in Exodus

The fall of Adam brought a breakdown in communion between God and animals

George’s story about the leaf falling while lecturing outside at Cambridge.  George held the leaf and informed his class that the warm spell would last 2 or 3 more weeks.  It lasted two.  “How did you know?” his students asked.

George said, “I can hear the voice of creation.”

In general though, people are not attuned to it

We lost our communion with Creation in the Fall
Psalm 147:9 – the raven’s “call” a better translation than “cry”
We’ve lost the cosmic dimension, the Bible doesn’t give us teaching on this

When there is no teaching on a matter in the scriptures, it is better to say “I don’t know” than to make something up.

God’s Fortification

We are fortified by God through:

1. Grace – gives us stability

2. Promises – you are promised, “if, then”

3. In constant, unbreakable relationship with God through Christ.


“… always come boldly to the throne of Grace …” Hebrews 4:6

In other words, we always have access to this throne.

George’s Big Question: Origin of the idea that if you sin, God abandons you?
Asked Don Bartemus; no answer.  
Segue to … grieving the spirit

Grieving the spirit, or rather, that fact that the Spirit is grieved, is a sign of friendship; an enemy will rejoice in your fall.  A friend grieves your mistakes. 

Grieving is a sign of fellowship, not condemnation

Why does God take the trouble to rebuke Israel?  Because Israel is a child.

When God says, I will turn my face against you or away from you or hide his face, it means “I will take away my blessings.”  Not that he will harm you.

God’s dialectical relationship with us must be understood in the contours of the Old Testament, not Christianity.

Where “Bad stuff” in our lives comes from:

· Us – could be either Devil of God

· Devil – trying to break us

· God – lead us to repentance

We need to live using discernment.

Resurrection – not about the body only; the promises of God are fortified by the Resurrection.

FOR NEXT TIME – List 10 Reasons to Believe in the Resurrection

Everything Jesus said depends on the Resurrection.

NT is all tailored to the Resurrection

All other religions than Christianity are created by Man. Jesus is the only one who said, “I am God.”

Christ defeated our greatest enemy – death.

Acts 2:24 
“loosing” means out of it to make it for us, 




“freeing” means were in bondage; Christ wasn’t in bondage
Christians don’t die under the power of death.  There is no Resurrection except for Jesus

Christ’s death conquered death; he was not under the power of death;
Christ was not subjected to death, he broke the authority of death.  

In Christ’s death, He was not punished; He offered His life willingly

(Forgiven means “restored to life” not “escape punishment”)
Punishment, the word, does not exist in the Bible anywhere in the Greek or Hebrew versions.  In English, “punishment” replaces words like chastised, training, discipline, etc.

God pursues us in love; we grieve him because he loves us.

“People of the wrath” means they are deprived of blessing, not that they are punished.

Esau sold his birthright, rejected everything … the blessing. . . and married a Canaanite.  This idea of losing a blessing is very complex and must not be taken out of context.

George’s Grandmother Sara:  The OT is nothing compared to the NT.  All of the NT is about the eternal grace of God

6 THINGS WHY SARA, A JEW, BECAME A CHRISTIAN
1. Faithfulness of God proved by his actions (Christ); not words

2. Love of God proved to be true by saving sinners

3. Forgiveness of all sins; past and future

4. Promises proved to be true

5. Indwelling in heart of the believer, not temple

6. The Grace of God is not without regret.

Sara – Christ’s arms spread on the cross – one toward Jews, one toward Gentiles

Judgment is a terrible word in English.
Usage Number: A-2

Part Of Speech: Verb

Strong's Number: <G5563>
Original Word: χωρίζω, chōrizō

Usage Notes: "to put asunder, separate," is translated "to separate" in Rom. 8:35, 39; in the Middle Voice, "to separate oneself, depart" (see DEPART);in the Passive Voice in Heb. 7:26, RV, "separated" (AV, "separate"), the verb here relates to the resurrection of Christ, not, as AV indicates, to the fact of His holiness in the days of His flesh; the list is progressive in this respect that the first three qualities apply to His sinlessness, the next to His resurrection, the last to His ascension. See PUT, No. 14.

 

—Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words 
God doesn’t regret what he does, he doesn’t erase it; he renews it, fortifies things, saving, redeeming in order to make it right.  Moses knew the faithfulness of God, When Moses says “Wipe me from your Book” Moses know God won’t do it; God knew Moses knew his secret … that God truly loves us.  Christ gave us His life.  We give Him our hearts.  He gives us life.  He shares our life.
God loves us as He loves His son.  John 17:3, 25.  But we are not that much like his son, because we are wicked and sinful.  There is no text like that in the OT; that you are loved as God loved his son.  Christianity is not about something that has been said, it is about something that has been done.  Action speaks louder than words – this is the NT in a nutshell.  If you do something good, people will speak of it for years. If you say something good, it’ll be forgotten soon.  
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