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We continue with Athanasius’ reply to the Arians, where he is trying to deal with the most difficult passages in scripture to stop the Arians from deceiving people about the divinity of Christ.  They had their own definitions of what is in scripture.  For example, in Colossians 1:15 - 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. What is the difference between firstborn and the word “begotten?”  The old Nicene Creed uses the words “begotten, not made.”  In the KJV, John calls Jesus the only begotten son of God, meaning born of the Father.

The Arians brought Aristotle into Christianity to make their case.  People from the eighteenth century on lost interest in God and attacks about the divinity of Jesus increased.  The logical step backward is that the universe is governed by eternal law and we should adjust our thinking to this kind of rational thinking.  George has first-hand experience in the encroachment of philosophy upon theology when he was assigned to teach philosophy at Nottingham in 1984!  The text was, “Religion within Limits of Reason” by Immanuel  [Editors note: Kant (22 April 1724 – 12 February 1804) was a German philosopher from Königsberg in East Prussia (now Kaliningrad, Russia). He is regarded as one of the most influential thinkers of modern Europe and the last major philosopher of the Enlightenment.  “Religion within the Limits of Reason Alone - by Immanuel Kant (Author) "The Enlightenment, which began in the seventeenth century and flourished in the eighteenth, constitutes one of the great spiritual movements of modern Europe."]   George says Kant was correct within the limits of Western thinking, but not within Christian thinking.   The rationalists say you don’t need a  God to run your own affairs; only the mentally weak turn there.

We need a revelation that takes us from the past to the future, which is the great failing of Islam and Buddhism, there’s no future.  Islam is fixated in the 14th century! A Christian can say, “I will not give up my faith in the only begotten because I have a stake in the past, present and future and living a full human life in the present.  I look ahead to a future in eternity.”  Knowing Christ is coming again makes us behave better!  We don’t pray as well for ourselves and others as the ancient Christians did because we have had a shift in emphasis about death.   In the Old Testament the word “complaint” is used in evening prayers, asking forgiveness, looking for eternal life, yearning for it. The Arians did not think Jesus was divine.  If you lose interest in the divinity of Christ, in God himself:
1.
You lose a future.
2.
You try to present life and human dignity in secular, philosophical discussion.  Humanity without God fills in all of life and leaves nothing for God.  Modernism is the daughter of “the enlightenment.”  We can solve our own problems and do everything in our own understanding--it’s humanism, not religion.  World War 1 and 2 showed us that law, medicine, science, politics, none of that can stop violence.  Military power isn’t going to solve our problems.  Our system of education isn’t going to solve our problems.  It’s in constant friction between the administration, students, and freedom of choice.    There is no human means to settle issues we face.

Atheism, philosophy, fail our civilization due to the fact they don’t let us dream; we are managed by systems.  

[Editors note:  George mentioned: Ernst Simon Bloch July 8, 1885 – August 4, 1977) was a German Marxist philosopher and atheist theologian. He was born in Ludwigshafen, the son of an assimilated Jewish railway-employee. After studying philosophy, he married Else von Stritzky, daughter of a Baltic brewer in 1913, who died in 1921. His second marriage with Linda Oppenheimer lasted only a few years . His third wife was Karola Bloch, a polish architect, whom he married 1934 in Vienna. When the Nazis came to power, they had to flee, first into Switzerland, then to Austria, France, Czechoslovakia, and finally the USA. Bloch returned to the GDR in 1949 and got a chair for philosophy in Leipzig.  When the Berlin Wall was built in 1961, he did not return to the GDR, but went to Tübingen in West Germany, where he received an honorary chair in Philosophy. He died in Tübingen.  Bloch was deeply influenced by Hegel and Marx.  Bloch's work focuses on the concept that in a utopic human world where oppression and exploitation is banned there will always be a truly ideological revolutionary force.  Socialism has failed because it suffocates our dreams and imaginations.  
3.
The destruction of our humanity.  The deep sense of prayer is trying to be what you want to be.  Prayer is planning your inner life; it’s looking at what you would like to be.  You see what needs to be corrected when you pray.  In Christ humanity and divinity are combined in a person.  The whole difference in Christianity and other religions.  Christ and I are connected in our humanity--not my humanity, and his Divinity.  If you have a savior who is a person, you can knock down any system.  Kant failed and systematic theology fails.  The power that changes life is the presence of Christ.  Power isn’t in an idea you get from the bible; it’s Christ.  Athanasius and Karl Barth both knew Christ represents humanity to God and god to humanity.  Our need of  God cannot be satisfied without Christ.
4.
You lose the fellowship, which is the church.  The church is the experiment on how to live with God in eternal life.  How we live together as the people of God.  We will live with these people in heaven.  In heaven we will be nourished by the life of Christ.   Some of the gifts we get here aren’t eternal.  The tongue of love will perhaps be spoken.  (1 Corinthians 12, 13, 14).  You draw holiness from God, not the environment.  Christians dealing with differences in one another try to eliminate the differences, but the differences are enriching.  Our differences are due to the differences in God himself.  He’s the 3 in 1.  He is humanity and God.  While differences bring evil in human nature here in heaven they will bring joy.
FOUR ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS TO UNLOCK THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT.

1.
The comparison between the two gardens, the two sons (Adam and Jesus).  See Ephesians 1.  Recapitulation is to put under one head.  Everything on earth and in heaven, like a musical theme, harmonious!  The first Adam and the last Adam.  See 1 Corinthians 15 comparing earthly and heavenly things.  We will be transformed into the heavenly Adam.

We need to change our understanding of sin and redemption.  We should focus on destruction of the power of death.  Romans 5:12-21

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 13 for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 
15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. 16 The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 
18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 20 The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

#2
A plan rooted in the present and eternally established.  What we experience here we will have in full in the hereafter.  Seeds received today will be mighty trees.  See Ephesians 1:13-14.
#3
Anything in Christ is yours.  False Christianity would deprive you of your inheritance, Christ’s teaching, Christ’s life, Christ’s Spirit.

#4
The plan is deeply planted into your own heart:


a.  We are planted into the birth, death and resurrection of Christ.  Apply the bible to your life!


b.  the kingdom of God is for those who seek it--read the parables!


c.  This plan is within your own reach.  The two forms of life you already have:  old man and new man.


d.  Assured endeavor as a member of the body of Christ.  He gives us in a very limited way what we deserve.


e.  It is always paradoxical--against time, our culture, the world’s ways.


f.  Our spiritual struggle in America is harder because we have a harder war.  In the mid-east they struggle and stand up for faith in oppression.

g.  The power of love, when we seek power, we make a mess of it!

The love of god has been shed by the Holy Spirit in our hearts!

CONTRADICTORY STATEMENTS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT USED BY HERETICS

1.
Unique relationship to the Father.  His relationship to us as the son of man and human.  They separate statements of eternal (divine) or incarnation (human).  Don’t mix the statements, but they will take passages about divinity and make it human and vice versa.

2.
Jesus receives to give.  If you hear about Jesus receiving something, it’s to give.  God gives--Jesus receives--Jesus gives.  The apostles received authority, for example.

3.
Humanity of Christ without divinity is meaningless.  You shall see the son of man coming in the clouds, the son of man has power to forgive sin.  There are so many examples of both!

Praise the Lord!
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