SESSION 3 - CHURCH HISTORY SEMINAR “AGAINST THE ARIANS” WITH 

DR. GEORGE BEBAWI


Handout George prepared and distributed:

The Biblical Texts Used by the Arians in Arguing Against the Divinity of Our Lord
Arianism was essentially the same heresy of beliefs that Jehovah’s Witnesses are perpetuating today; so the defense is the same.

In defending Jesus we must be able to:

· Overcome surprise

· Collect our wits

· Give a good answer

To be great at argument, everyone should read:
· Republic of Plato

· Dialogue of Socrates

· Not the Talmud!
Jesus was not “promoted” as a result of the incarnation … he didn’t go from “something less” to “something greater.”  The “Name above every name” is the name of God.  Jesus incarnate was different from the non-incarnate person God, but not lesser.

Saying “God is greater than Jesus” may have been true in function, but not in quality or nature.

Think of the parable of the Vineyard:

Jesus is the vine, we are the branches … God is the vinekeeper.  The parable isn’t about grapes, it is about the church.

Theology is learning self-defense; learning the weak point of your opponent.

When Jesus said, “Don’t call me good,” Arians said that meant he wasn’t God because only God was good.  Jesus meant that he as a man wasn’t “good” in the same way God is “good.”

George’s story about being called to Starbucks to debate a Muslim who was there recruiting.

Do you read the Bible?  George:  Sometimes.

Do you know the Bible? George: A little.

George:  Would you become a Christian?

Muslim: Oh no!

George: Then your mind is already closed.

When Jesus is called “Good master.”  Jesus says that’s not right.  Jesus is saying he is good – master – God all together; not just good master, I am the Son of God.

Christ could not have uttered “I am God” because he came to reveal the fatherhood of God, not to reveal himself.  He only said the word “God” twice, referring to God directly. That was on the cross (My God, My God … ) and at the resurrection.  All the other times he refers to God as “Father.”

Thomas calls Jesus “My Lord and My God.”  In the Greek, this is actually written “Lord who is my Lord, and God who is my God.”

Jesus:  If you call me Lord, (then) do my will!

Remember Jesus was a Jew, and a Jew wouldn’t call God Yahweh, he would call God “Adonai,” but even that was sacred, so Jews would call God “Hashem” which means “the name.”

John 17 – God is the “only True God”

Why did Christ say that?

Because that’s why God sent Jesus.

Of course.  To argue brought absurd arguments by the Arians.

1.  If God the Father is the only true God and can reveal himself outside his son, then he didn’t need Jesus to reveal himself.  He needed Jesus.
2.  If father sends son to reveal him, son must be of the same nature

3.  No one can reveal God except God.  “I and the Father are one.”  Claim was only made by Jesus; no prophet ever claimed that.
QUESTION: Were the words from God that the prophets used the same as “Word of God” Jesus?

WORD OF GOD  -- Do not confuse word of God by the prophets with the Word of God that is Jesus.  Two different Greek words:

Rheema:  reflection of God, the words spoken by the prophets

Logos:  Jesus was the Word, and the Word was God.  Logos.

George noted a lack of sharp distinction between the two words that can be confusing if you don’t know the Greek.

Three Things about The Word – Rheema (still a pretty big deal)

1.  The text reveals the power and activities of God.  The word carries the breath of life; energy of the spirit of God.  We need to link with the spirit when we read the Bible, which is living.  The vital power behind the Bible is the Spirit, the Spirit behind the word.

2.  “The word I speak to you is spiritual life”  The word of life is with you, it has a link with Jesus.  Jesus “opened their eyes and opened their minds” to make the text alive; it links you to the scope of salvation; makes you capable of understanding the illumination, the enlightenment, of Christ.
3. The word of God is the focus of the Spirit, Son and God the Father.  God is the one operating through the son and the spirit to bring creation into the fold.  “Word is like a light (lamp) unto my feet” – brings us into fellowship with God.

The Ministry of the Spirit is Prophecy.  Words are dead until the Holy Spirit brings them to life.

“Lord, change my words to your living words.”  This is the essence of prayer.

“That I may give the weary a word of hope.” God’s word.

Intercession of the Holy Spirit – Abbot Sophronius, 10th Century

The Holy Spirit intercedes for the enemies of God in order that they may be open to the will of God.  

Discussion

For Catholics and the Orthodox, this would be a heresy because they would not agree that the Holy Spirit works in the hearts of non-believers.

MY QUESTION – How does this relate to the Church as mediator vs. the Holy Spirit as mediator?  Catholics mediate; but Orthodox don’t.

The Holy Spirit sometimes speaks very directly to people; some listen and are convicted; some reject the Word of God.

George told the story of the Muslim at the Kabaa on Hadj and heard the words “Jesus Christ Son of God” (or something like that) and became a Christian.  George’s point was that others in that same place may have heard the same words and rejected them.

We do not understand God, except only through the touch of the Holy Spirit.

Sophronius again
The Spirit persuades with friendship; it shows you the Glory and because you are greedy you want it. 

We don’t know how to pray; God made so many promises in Christ; Sophronius prays that God would fulfill all these promises.

Difficult distinction between:


Intercession – anyone can pray like this; all the saints, even us


Mediation – Reserved for the office of Christ


Ambassador is another synonym for mediator in this syntax.

How to respond to people who say, “There are so many ways” to Christ, salvation, etc.

George told the example of the brilliant cardiologist he met not long ago, who said she had “a new paradigm” regarding Christ that said, basically, there are a lot of ways to be good and find salvation.  Yet, George noted, she still seemed sad.

George told her that since she got an intensive education to become a cardiologist, her “paradigm” for salvation should be the result of and based on full investigation; no different from the level of work to become a doctor.  And the paradigm should include four things:

1. Revelation from God.  Not what WE imagine; but a two-way street (double-carriageway in George’s parlance)
2.  Revelation in human form (the person of Jesus)

3.  God’s love (this means we will have progress).  This paradigm must have divine love, or it will be a byproduct of a sick mind

4.  This love communicates itself in good conditions and bad conditions; it operates in all conditions.

“What is your paradigm?” she asked George.  Answer: Jesus Christ, Lord, Crucified and Risen.

All roads must have a process

Discussion on Apologetics

George said he didn’t like the word “apologetics” and felt a better way to say the same thing is to discuss the “unique communion with God” or “What is so unique about Christ and Christianity?”

People will say, “It is arrogant to believe this or that is the only way.”  It’s not arrogant; Christ came for all people; without arrogance 

People will say, “Are you better than me because you are a Christian?”  No way.

People will say, “You Christians think you are custodians of the only Truth.”  George says for me, truth is God incarnate, crucified, in great love; for you, truth may not be God incarnate.  (My thought … that doesn’t change my truth.  Are you that sure of your truth?)
What is so good about Christianity is that it makes me live a good human life.

Philemon – Paul said “I am not ashamed … “

You cannot be ashamed of good news.

When talking about God as One, are you talking about: 

· God’s nature

· God’s number

· God’s relationship 

· (one more George couldn’t remember)

Muslims attack “three Gods.”  Look at your self.  Do you have a son?  Then you are a Father.  Do you have a Father?  Then you are a son.

“My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?”

Forsaken … means “leave you alone for now”

This is God’s roughest treatment of us.  BUT, this is also a sign of a good relationship, because you cannot forsake your enemies, only those you care about.  Forsaken means you are lost and longing for restoring; you are looking for help and can’t see it.

Enemies cannot forsake each other.  “Why have you forsaken me” means, when Christ says it on the cross, “Father God, Come to me and reveal your power to all these people.”  Christ’s forsakenness is that God doesn’t do anything dramatic, at least not then.  It is raising Christ from the dead that is dramatic and reveals God’s power.
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