SESSION 2 - CHURCH HISTORY SEMINAR “ON THE INCARNATION” WITH 

DR. GEORGE BEBAWI


DISCUSSION ABOUT THE RELEVANCE OF THE TOPIC OF THE CREATION OF MAN TO “THE INCARNATION”  See Page 145 of George’s handout and pages 30 and 31 of the text.  Page 145 of George’s handout says:

For God did not only create us from nothing, but he also granted us by the grace of the Word to live a divine life.  But men, turning away from things eternal and by the counsel of the devil turning towards things corruptible, were themselves the cause of the corruption in death.  They are, as I said above, corruptible by nature, but by grace of the participation of the word they could have escaped from the consequences of their nature if they had remained virtuous.  For on account of the word who was in them, even natural corruption would not have touched them, as the book of Wisdom says:  “God created man for incorruption, and made him the image of his own eternity; but by the envy of the devil death entered the world.  Since this happened men died, and corruption thenceforth took a strong hold on them, and was more powerful than the force of nature over the whole race, the more so as it had taken up against them the threat of God concerning the transgression of the law.*  For in their trespasses men had not stopped at the set limits, but gradually moving forward, at length had advanced beyond all measure.   In the beginning they had been inventors of evil and had called upon themselves death and corruption; and in the end they turned to vice and exceeded all iniquity, and not stopping at one wickedness but inventing ever more new things, they because insatiable in sinning.  
*  In our book on page 31 this is written “because it was the penalty of which God had forewarned them for transgressing the commandment.”  The threat was that if they ate of the forbidden tree, they would die.   Sin came first, then death, then more sin.

1.
Athanasius says free will is a gift from God which we use against ourselves.  Anger was a gift for self-defense, but we use it against ourselves.

2.
We lose the desire to be like god and define ourselves according to our own limited knowledge.  We depart from the source of life and try to find a source within ourselves.  

George told a story about the Third Reich, when people who were highly educated thought they had the authority to kill millions of other people.  Free will defined within the limits of their own knowledge made them think they could do this.
Romans 5:12 

12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned-- 

Why are the dashes there?  In the Eastern tradition all sinned in IT (meaning death)  not in Adam.

Did God create death?  Not in the eastern tradition of Christianity.  It’s humanity which caused death.  One Eastern writer said if God caused death, it was a punishment for sin.  Then God didn’t do it.  He must remove the punishment.  

1 Corinthians 15:21-23

21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. 

Romans 5:12-21
  12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 13 for until the Law sin was in the world; but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 20 And the Law came in that the transgression might increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Hell in the Eastern tradition is different too.  Death is:

1.
Something that does not correspond to God

2.
Is not sustained by God because He is eternal life

3.
Has no communion with God

What we can say is any of us will occasionally experience our nothingness.  Because we have been created from nothing, we can feel nothingness and be depressed by it.  

You discover futility and feel panic when you face a crisis.  And that’s when we ask, “who am I?”  an existential panic!  Then you relate yourself to something to get back to self.

Romans says the wages of sin is death; so death pays the wages.  Romans 5:12 again.  12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned--  All sinned in “it” says the Eastern text, “it” being “death.”  We are born mortals according to the Eastern tradition.  Augustine is the one who translated “all sinned in Adam.”   Death entered through sin and death became my life and my survival.  I sin because I want to stay alive.  I do all kinds of things by my own means to achieve my own ends.  Sin is a way to escape death.   From Adam to Moses there was no law, but people still died.  Sin and death came through Adam and now on our way to death, we sin.  
Colossians 2:13-14

13 And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 

The act of redemption is to bring someone from death to life.  It’s not declaring amnesty.  To forgive is to  make someone alive.  The story of the prodigal so says this, he was dead, now he’s alive.  
DEATH IN THE BIBLICAL SENSE

1.
We have inherited a self-defense strategy.  We see in history how we go from bad to worse.  The Roman empire was a machine for killing.  We continue to have wars and killing.  We move out of the boundary of our own existence to sin even more.

2.
“Mot” is the Hebrew word for cutting off the flow of life, the source of life.  The more cut off, the more the disharmony of various powers and faculties we were given.  Even our own imagination can work against the will.
3.
the inner decay of the inner life itself is shown in chaos and disharmony.  There is no  harmony inside us, but we impose harmony on ourselves as best we can or there would be even faster decay.  The second law of thermodynamics is everything proceeds to disorder.  Here’s a riddle.  What’s the difference between natural death and decay and death by sin?  It we decay naturally, we go to God but if by sin, we go to hell.  

Man by nature is mortal, created out of nothing and given the image and likeness of god to move toward life, but man turned toward himself and took an autonomous direction.  Man looked inside himself and saw nothing and began to decay.  God allowed that to happen and death became an act of mercy actually.

FOUR PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS FOR THE SIN ISSUE

1.
I cannot fight sin or mortality by my own power.  I need grace--a fellowship with God, i.e. communion with God.

2.
We were not able to escape death by repentance (see page 33 of the book).  Forgiveness is a restoration of life.

3.
God does not punish us; we bring punishment upon ourselves.  We beat ourselves up with sin and may not even know it until we suffer the consequences. Discipline from the Lord is for training us.  Hebrews 12:6-7  6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES." 7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 

4.  God sent his son in order to restore us but in a particular sense to bring us back to where we were before but in even greater standing.

WHAT ABOUT THE CONCEPT OF OWING A DEBT?

East and West difference in understanding “debt.”  God gave us his image.  We lost it; now we are in debt.  God restored the image in Christ.  This is the view of St. Athanasius.

St. Anselm’s view is the Western view that we violated the honor of God and we have to pay the debt, satisfy the debt.   God ransomed us by paying satisfaction to His injured honor.
Homework:  Read the article George sent about the dialog with St. Anselm.  Find the things they disagreed on.  The atonement doctrine view of Western Christianity came from St. Anselm.  Ellie’s notes:  Saint Anselm of Canterbury (1033 or 1034 – April 21, 1109) was an Italian medieval philosopher and theologian, who held the office of Archbishop of Canterbury from 1093 to 1109. Called the founder of Scholasticism, he is famous as the inventor of the ontological argument for the existence of God.

In 1965 in Cambridge University, George studied theology and he recommended:
The Divine Embrace: Recovering the Passionate Spiritual Life (Ancient-Future) by Robert E. Webber 
N.T. Wright  
An unofficial site dedicated to the Bishop of Durham. Sermons, lectures, and articles.    www.ntwrightpage.com
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