SESSION 4 of 4 - CHURCH HISTORY SEMINAR “ON THE INCARNATION” WITH 

DR. GEORGE BEBAWI


LAST SESSION OF THE INCARNATION
HOW DO WE RECOGNIZE IMMORTALITY IN US WHILE WE ARE LIVING THE MORTAL LIFE?  

What will happen to us when we get out of the body?  Think and remember all the beautiful things you’ve ever seen and know it will be even better when we are in heaven.  Remember when Jesus was transfigured on the mountain, brighter than the light of the sun.  It’s the glory that made Paul blind, and John saw it in Revelation.  We all see it sometimes in flashes.  Romans 3 and Romans 8 talk about it too.  We’ll see the face of Jesus when we die.  
The Road to Emmaus

Luke 24
13 And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they were talking with each other about all these things which had taken place. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with them. 16 But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him. 17 And He said to them, "What are these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are walking?" And they stood still, looking sad. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, "Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?" 19 And He said to them, "What things?" And they said to Him, "The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him. 21 "But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened. 22 "But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive. 24 "Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see." 25 And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?" 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 
28 And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther. 29 But they urged Him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over." So He went in to stay with them. 30 When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight. 32 They said to one another, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?" 33 And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them, 34 saying, "The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon." 35 They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread. 

People discuss the Lord, and Christ comes near and explains the word to them.  The did not recognize him because the Biblical teaching wasn’t there yet.  This is called catechisis teaching.  The desire for wanting Christ is an absolute necessity to see him.  Their eyes were open.

RESURRECTION

1.
Christ took a body liable to death (from Mary).  It became immortal in the resurrection.

2.
We celebrate the triumph of life over death; the grave is a stop on the way to our immortality.  See 1 Corinthians 15:35 to the end and John 12:24 to the end.

HOW CAN WE FEEL OUR IMMORTALITY?
1.
Looking for best; seeking perfection.  We want things to be “good.”  Christians feel it more than non-Christians.  We have hope.  We have a desire for something that  doesn’t exist on this earth.

2.
We admire beauty more than anything.

3.
Through experience of the Lord’s supper.  1 Cor. 12:12.  The bread disappears. (Christ’s body was broken, but it became whole in the resurrection.)  Now we take the broken bread and we are the body.  Multiple members of the body, but we all share the same life in Christ.  In the Bible, 100 is a perfect number.  So, when the shepherd has only 99 sheep, he will go look for the lost sheep.
	Luther, Calvin, Reformers
	18th Century Evangelicals/Wesley

	1.  Receive the body and blood through the Holy Spirit (He was in the service)
	1.  Human memory is how your receive the Host.

	2.  The body and blood unite us in Christ.

Giving us release from sin, confirmation of repentance, creating a vision of how our reconciled life should be.

	2.  Only remembers what Christ did for us on the cross (the past)

	3.  Showing how the mediator feeds the church with his own body.
	3.  Reminder of what he did in the upper room (an ordinance)

	4.  Presence of Christ was in worship and everything.  Worship is participation in the life of Christ.  The cross is the fountain of life.
	4.  Worship is giving honor and praise to  God.


4.
Hardships bring Christ closer in our reality.

You give praise and glory to God because of what he is doing NOW.  The Spirit is the mediator between us and Christ.

Becoming gods is:

1.
Being immortal (having eternal life - 1 Tim. 6:16) because we believe in the resurrection of Jesus.  Eternal life comes through knowing God--the light of Christ is guaranteed--it’s so we can participate in God’s life.

2.
When we imitate God we understand him better.  Becoming like Him, for one example, is that we forgive sins and injuries.

3.
Hebrews 12:10.  He disciplines us to be holy as He is holy.


a.  not sinless


b.  not perfect, but unique; a member of the body; sacred. 

In Hebrew “kadesha” separated to be unique.  The real challenge though is to be part of a community!
4.
To be like Christ and share in the full inheritance of Christ.  Rev. 3:21.


SCHEDULE FOR AGAINST THE ARIANS - OUR NEXT STUDY


(EMAILED FROM GEORGE--NOT A BOOK)
MARCH 5, 12, 19 and 26 (This last meeting is at May and George’s house, 403 Shoemaker Drive, second house on the LEFT--NOT Wayne and Ellie’s)

SKIP APRIL 2 FOR SPRING BREAK
Start on Jaroslav Pelikan “#2 The Spirit of Eastern Christendom 600 - 1700”
April 9

The Authority of the Fathers - Pages 8 to 30

April 16
Union and Division in Christ - Pages 37 to 75

April 23
Images of the Invisible - Pages 91 to 133

April 30
The Challenge of the Latin Church - Pages 146 - 183

May 7

The vindication of Trinitarian Monotheism - Pages 199-242
May 14
The Last Flowering of Byzantine Orthodoxy - Pages 252 - 298

May 21
Review and Questions and Answers

BREAK FOR THE SUMMER
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