SESSION 3 - CHURCH HISTORY SEMINAR WITH DR. GEORGE BEBAWI


Our esteemed leader announced that “we” can be accredited from Emmanuel College, a seminary in Johnson City, TN, where George has presented classes.  He will send me a proposal for a project, which would have to be completed for the church history course to be accepted, and I will send it on to everyone.
QUESTION 1 
1.
Why is Christ the center of every gift and promise?

a.  The short answer is that everything is created by him and for him.  (Col 1:15-`6: 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. )  

Christ owns everything twice:  once as creator and once as redeemer and savior.  Story:  A man at the Port of Alexandria in Africa made a boat.  In the night a storm took the boat away and another man found it and claimed ownership.  The man who made the boat protested and the case was brought before the Bishop.  The Bishop declared to the man who built it that he owned the boat when he made it.  But he was to give the man who found it after the storm a reward for finding it.
b.  If Christ is the last Adam, He came transformed into human form, and he transforms our humanity.  This is seen in the transfiguration (Matthew 17).  Christ went through the process of birth, baptism, the cross and the resurrection as stages of the  transformation.  His humanity after the resurrection is the humanity of the last Adam, which we will have also.    
c.  This transforming humanity is our unity in worship, prayer, fellowship, etc.  For example, why do we forgive?  Because we belong to the transformed reality of humanity in Christ.
d.  All that comes from union in Christ is not fabricated by the mind.  We can’t split the divine and the human in Jesus.    Story.  Amongst the Hassidic Jews, a Rabbi invited George over and asked why he isn’t still a Jew. George said it’s like someone who sees a beautiful woman he admires, but he doesn’t marry her.  He said the Jews give a fantastic description of God, but they don’t marry him.  The Rabbi said George was insolent, in a kind way though.  He compared the Book of Common Prayer used in the liturgy of the Church of England to the Jewish prayers, and prefers the Christian prayers.  St. John Chrysostom said that the simplest Christian prayer is far greater than any psalm in the Old Testament.  Every Christian prayer ends with Jesus Christ our Lord!  George said you can compare any prayer in a synagogue to a prayer in Islam.  Moslems don’t believe in God in them, indwelling them, but Jews do.

The difference between someone with God IN his heart and someone who does not worship with God IN his heart, is the difference in the promises of Christ IN us.  Descriptive prayer is not a real encounter with Christ.  The depth of Christian prayer is so personal in its manifestation and fulfillment.  
The Rabbi asked the age-old question, “How do you know Christ is the right answer?”
George said the truth of Christ has been manifested in the events of the life of Jesus.  The Rabbi said, “If you are right, then we have perished.  If you are wrong, you have perished.”  
QUESTION 2

2.  Why was the incarnation of Christ such a shock to such a highly-educated and cultured society in the first century?

Marcion of Sinope (ca. 110-160), was a major 2nd century Early Christian theologian, founder of what would later be called Marcionism, and one of the first to be strongly denounced by other Christians (who would later be called Catholic as opposed to Marcionite) as heretical. He created a strong ecclesiastical organization, parallel to that of the Church of Rome, with himself as Bishop.  Editors Note:  See the attached article on Marcion from Wickepedia.)   Marcion published his own New Testament and threw out Matthew, Mark and wrote a new edition of Luke and John and only kept Romans and Galatians of Paul’s letters because they were against the Judaizers.  How do we know Marcion was wrong? (Or any heretical thinking is wrong.)  George says heresy as a verb means “to choose.”  Any choice we make will reveal our inner conviction about our faith or knowledge.  (Editor’s note: Heresy, according to Nelson’s New Illustrated bible Dictionary) is false doctrine, or teaching, that denies one of the foundational beliefs of the church, such as the Lordship or deity of Jesus.  The Gnostics were a heretical group who did deny the deity of Christ.)
1.
Eye witnesses to the gospel writers themselves.   Irenaeus actually saw John the evangelist and Polycarp, He’s the person who got the accurate list. (Editor’s note:  From Wickepedia:   Irenaeus (c. 130–202) was bishop of Lugdunum in Gaul, which is now Lyon, France. His writings were formative in the early development of Christian theology, and he is recognized as a saint by both the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church; the latter considers him a Father of the Church. He was a notable early Christian apologist. He was also a disciple of Polycarp, who himself was a disciple of John the Evangelist. His feast day is 28 June.)  

2.
If you celebrate the Lord’s Day, the Day of Resurrection, you can’t accept Gnosticism because of the resurrection of the body.  The Gnostics had a problem with the body.  Our confession of faith, common statements in the services of prayer, baptism, etc. that don’t confess Christ, are an indication that the belief system is wrong.  For example, when a person is baptized into the Christian faith, he/she is asked, “do you believe in God the father, who created heaven and earth?”  And, “Do you belief in Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary?”  

(Editor’s Note:  Nag Hammadi is best known for being the site where, in December 1945 thirteen leather-bound papyrus codices buried in a sealed jar were found by local peasants. The writings in these codices comprised 52 mostly Gnostic treatises, believed to be a library hidden by monks from the nearby monastery of St Pachomius when the possession of such banned writings, denounced as heresy, was made an offence.

The contents of the codices were written in Coptic, though the works were probably all translations from Greek. Most famous of these works must be the Gospel of Thomas, of which the Nag Hammadi codices contain the only complete copy.)
George translated the gospel of Thomas and applied literary criticism to it.  Thomas is a thief--he took text from the gospel of Matthew.  Our Lord says that no one can serve two masters--God and mammon.  Thomas changed it to “or ride two horses or shoot two arrows from the same bow (which actually came from the “Republic” of Plato.)    Christ referred to eunuchs, meaning “not married” but Thomas said that if you marry you create a body.  Thomas says that no one can enter the kingdom of heaven unless he cuts off his testicles!  Jesus would not ever say that, because in creation anyone who mutilates his body can’t be a priest!    Also, Jesus’ first miracle was turning water to wine.  Gnostics didn’t believe in marriage or wine!  They wouldn’t plow and they lived as parasites.  No wonder they died out!
Story:  George was tutoring a girl with a degree in physics.  He was making, heating the ingredients to 110 degrees.  He told her it was very hot, when she asked about it, and she actually put her finger in it to see if it was true.  Some things are obvious!
3.
The content of the worship.  Gnostics wouldn’t use water.  They said when Jesus was baptized he lost his humanity.  In our Christian worship, there is no split between creation and redemption.   
4.  
How salvation is treated.  (Editor’s note:  buried in the following are four points about salvation that could be summarized as:

a.  Salvation in the ancient church is liberation from death.

b.  Salvation is the true way of repentance to reach divine promises.

c. Salvation is the fulfillment.  It is inheriting the kingdom of God.  The true deliverance is becoming a citizen of the kingdom of heaven.

4.  Salvation belongs to the new Israel, the church, the environment where the grace of God operates.

Gnostics looked at the message of salvation and thought of it as getting rid of the body.  There was a man who renounced his wife and his body to prove he didn’t need the body for salvation.  They opted out for mysticism.
What about salvation for the Jews?  Salvation in the ancient church was liberation from death (from sin because to overcome sin and death is to have a holy life)

For Jews, salvation is to keep the law.  If you don’t keep the law, you are a sinner, but you can’t get salvation by keeping the law.  In the Mishna, it says if a Jew comes to the synagogue and teaches against the law, beat him.  Poor Paul took enough beatings.  But the mediator isn’t the law; it’s Jesus Christ.  Paul dethroned the Torah and put Jesus on the throne.   Basic Judaism says salvation is to be in a good environment.  Adam fell in Paradise, a perfect environment.  Jesus came to open up the Old Testament to us.  The dividing way was Jesus and his message.   Christians think participating in the life of God is everything!   Islam is Judaism in a mutilated state.  
Salvation is the fulfillment of inheriting the kingdom of God.  The true deliverance is becoming a citizen of the kingdom of heaven.  

Why is the New Age Movement so attractive?  It eliminates sin.  Find god in yourself and work it out for yourself.  Story:  George was reading his Arabic New Testament at the mall one day.  People were asking him if he was a Moslem.  They wanted to know if he was a Sufi.  Sufism is mystical brand of Islam that depends on imagination.  George told them he is a Christian and told them a story about a tramp who was working to finish tasks that would allow him to marry the daughter of a wealthy family, but what if the daughter doesn’t want to marry him?  There is no divine revelation of divine love or of being with God in Islam.    It doesn’t matter how much work you do to earn Paradise, you will never be with God.  Islam is a work of the mind, rather than purification of an inner life.  If you look at wine all day long, you won’t get drunk.  If you take it in, you will experience it.  The journey in the imagination is persuasive in the New Age Movement.  You don’t need a body--you believe God is inside you. 
The word “hodja” means “holy fool.”  A fool goes to see the king and he finds an eagle.  He says it looks like a strange pigeon.  So he uses scissors and trims the beak, and the wings, and the claws to look like a pigeon.  But it isn’t a pigeon, and now it isn’t even an eagle.  The Gnostics created a creed they liked, not the gospel message.
The myth of the cave in Plato--truth cannot be related to anything earthly.  Every shadow passes by the opening of the cave is all you can know.  Truth is celestial and can only be know through logic and never before has a person stood before us and said,  “I am truth.”  Truth is no longer a thought process.  When Augustine read the Gospel of John he understood grace, but not truth.  How do you know Jesus is truth?
1.  The Christian view is that truth is identified with the real human life we live in its brokenness and attempt to correct itself.  Evil is true.  Why do we desire to correct evil?  We are discontented with evil.  Police, courts, all our laws are evidence of this.  Jesus came to show us the way.  It’s all about overcoming obstacles.

One Italian philosopher asked, “What is the great power that creates progress?”  His answer was, boredom.

2.  All means of correction have been exhausted.  Jesus says, “I am your hope.  Come with me.”   That philosopher said he believed in the divinity of Jesus because Jesus said if you keep your life you will lose it; lose it and you will gain it.  If Christ were only human, he couldn’t say this.  We have mortality and desire to be immortal.  Commands are not only given, but acted on by Jesus.

3.   Truth is to be discovered.  A journey you have to take.  When you discover something for yourself, you love it.  It’s discovering Christ in your life that makes life worth living.
Next week’s topic.  THE TRINITY IS A MYSTERY

When Jesus was praying, was he talking to himself or to the Father?  

EDITOR’S ATTACHMENTS:

(Editor’s Note:  More on the Nag Hammadi library from Wickipedia.) 

Conspiracy theories say that early Christians attempted to destroy these writings since they contained secret teachings about Jesus and the church. Manuscripts include such works as the gospel of Philip, the complete gospel of Thomas, the gospel of Truth, the apocalypse of Adam, the acts of Peter and the Twelve Apostles, and the Apocryphon of John, 

Should the manuscripts of Nag Hammadi be included in the Bible?  The Nag Hammadi scrolls are forgeries. They were not authored by whom they claim. For example, Apostle Peter did not write the acts of Peter. Nor did Thomas write the gospel of Thomas. These claims were made to offer legitimacy to the early church. Early church fathers did not accept the claims of these manuscripts and considered them fraudulent due to the contradictions between the Nag Hammadi library and the inspired books of the Bible.)

GNOSTICISM from Radio Bible Class
The authors of the New Testament used their refutation of Gnosticism as an occasion to clarify Christian doctrine. Examples of this may be seen in Colossians 2:1-9 and 1 John 4:1-3.   The following excerpt from Harper's Bible Dictionary explains the history and basic principles of Gnosticism:

Gnosticism, a generic term for a variety of religious movements of the first centuries of the Christian era. Although the theology, ritual practice, and ethics of these groups differed considerably, all purported to offer salvation from the oppressive bonds of material existence through gnosis, or 'knowledge.' Such knowledge was diverse, although it regularly dealt with the intimate relationship of the self to the transcendent source of all being, and this knowledge was often conveyed by a revealer figure. 
What is known about Gnosticism traditionally depended upon reports in the church fathers such as Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Tertullian, Origen, and Epiphanius, who were opponents of Christian Gnostic teachers. Since the eighteenth century, several original Gnostic works have been discovered, including Codex Askew, Codex Bruce, the Berlin Gnostic Codes and, most recently, the Nag Hammadi collection. 

The relationship between Gnosticism and early Christianity has been a controversial issue. Against the patristic view that Gnosticism was a Christian heresy begun by Simon Magus, many modern scholars have held that it was originally an independent movement. Earlier expressions of this opinion, which posited at the core of Gnosticism a redeemed-redeemer myth of possible Iranian origin, have proven questionable. Primarily on the basis of the Nag Hammadi evidence, many today hold that Gnosticism first emerged in the late Hellenistic or early Imperial period among speculative and syncretistic Jews. 

Despite its suppression by ecclesiastical authorities in the third and fourth centuries, Gnosticism continued in the guise of Manichaeism and Mandaeism and in various medieval speculative movements. See also Gospel of Thomas, The; Nag Hammadi; Simon Magus. (Page 349, Harper's Bible Dictionary)

Because many false teachers including Gnostics viewed matter as evil and spirit as good, they rejected the Apostles' teaching that Jesus Christ was God in human form. That is why Paul's teaching on Christ to the church at Colossi is so decisive—"For in Him (Christ) dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily" (Colossians 2:8). A similar correction to false teaching can be seen in John's first letter—" Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God" (1 John 4:2-3). It is interesting to note that major affirmations about the Person and Work of Christ gained consensus very early in church history. 

GNOSTICISM - From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article or section is in need of attention from an expert on the subject.
 

Gnosticism is a term created by modern scholars to describe a collection of religious groups, many of which thought of themselves as Christians, which were active in the first few centuries AD.  There has been considerable scholarly controversy about exactly which groups to describe with this term. There is dispute among scholars on the extent to which early groups may have described themselves using the term "gnostikoi".  Sometimes the term gnosticism is reserved for groups that might have used it to describe themselves, but often the term is used more widely to identify groups emphasizing the salvific benefit of individual wisdom.

The term gnosis is a Greek word expressing a type of understanding or consciousness gained through personal experience. It is through this type of transcendental experience that followers of Gnostic belief systems seek escape from ignorance. Although many Gnostic movements identified with the teachings of Jesus Christ and were Christian by their own definition, there remains widespread variation in the particular religious orientations of many Gnostic groups. Especially notable for their extended and uninterrupted presence up until the modern era are the followers of the Persian Prophet Mani, the Manicheans; and the Pre-Christian Mandaeans who still survive in Iraq and Iran.

Particularly with the rise and fall of the Albigensian "Cathar" movement, European Gnostic thought became heavily influenced by the idea of a mythological struggle between competing forces of light and dark. This viewpoint would lead to the development of a strongly dualistic system in which there was a marked division between the higher celestial realms, and the material realms, the latter of which were thought to be under the governance of an ignorant entity known as the Demiurge who created the material universe or world. Influenced by more widespread branches of Christianity, the Demiurge was eventually conflated with many of the properties of Satan. One potential source of this newfound dualism is directly from the other Near-Eastern schools of Gnosticism, possibly via the influence of the Bogomils.
(Editor’s note:  Demiurge
MARCION OF SINOPE (CA. 110-160) 
He was a major 2nd century Early Christian theologian, founder of what would later be called Marcionism, and one of the first to be strongly denounced by other Christians (who would later be called Catholic as opposed to Marcionite) as heretical. He created a strong ecclesiastical organization, parallel to that of the Church of Rome, with himself as Bishop. The Catholic Encyclopedia says of the Marcionites "they were perhaps the most dangerous foe Christianity has ever known."
According to the 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica article on Marcion, "It was no mere school for the learned, disclosed no mysteries for the privileged, but sought to lay the foundation of the Christian community on the pure gospel, the authentic institutes of Christ. The pure gospel, however, Marcion found to be everywhere more or less corrupted and mutilated in the Christian circles of his time. His undertaking thus resolved itself into a reformation of Christendom. This reformation was to deliver Christendom from false Jewish doctrines by restoring the Pauline conception of the gospel, —Paul being, according to Marcion, the only apostle who had rightly understood the new message of salvation as delivered by Christ. In Marcion's own view, therefore, the founding of his church—to which he was first driven by opposition—amounts to a reformation of Christendom through a return to the gospel of Christ and to Paul; nothing was to be accepted beyond that. This of itself shows that it is a mistake to reckon Marcion among the Gnostics. 
A dualist he certainly was, but he was not a Gnostic."  According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, "it is obvious that Marcion was already a consecrated bishop" and "we can take it for granted then, that Marcion was a bishop, probably an assistant or suffragan of his father at Sinope."   Ernest Evans states that Marcion founded in Rome "a church which within half a generation expanded throughout the known world, vigorous enough to be in almost every place a serious rival to the Catholic church, and with strong enough convictions to retain its expansive power for more than a century, and to survive heathen persecution, Christian controversy, and imperial disapproval for several centuries more" (Evans 1972 p. ix).
Some ideas of Marcion's reappeared with Manichaean developments among the Bulgarian Bogomils of the 10th century and their Cathar heirs of southern France in the 13th century. Marcion's attempt to recover the authentic Jesus has been a constant theme of Christian reformers, reappearing in different guises, for example in the Jefferson Bible, Albert Schweitzer, and the Jesus Seminar.
What made Marcion distinct from the many who sought to recover the authentic Jesus, was that he believed that while the universe was created by Yahweh, the God behind Jesus and his teachings is not the same as the universal creator. This position has led many in orthodox branches to label his teachings Gnostic, as they make use of the concept of the Demiurge and a Docetic Christ.  (Editor’s note:  Demiurge is a subordinate deity who fashions the sensible world in the light of eternal ideas and a second meaning is a Gnostic subordinate deity who created the material world.  Docetism is a belief opposed as heresy that Christ only seemed to have a human body and die on the cross.)
PLATO  from Wickipedia

Plato was born in Athens in May or December in 428 or 427 BC. He was raised in a moderately well-to-do aristocratic family. His father was named Ariston, and his mother Perictione. His family claimed descent from the ancient Athenian kings, and he was related – though there is disagreement as to exactly how – to the prominent politician Critias. According to a late Hellenistic account by Diogenes Laertius, Plato's given name was Aristocles, whereas his wrestling coach, Ariston of Argos, dubbed him "Platon", meaning "broad" on account of his robust figure. Diogenes mentions alternative accounts that Plato derived his name from the breadth (platutês) of his eloquence, or else because he was very wide (platus) across the forehead. According to Dicaearchus,  Plato wrestled at the Isthmian games.  Such was his learning and ability that the ancient Greeks declared him to be the son of Apollo and told how, in his infancy, bees had settled on his lips, as prophecy of the honeyed words which were to flow from them.

Plato became a pupil of Socrates in his youth, and – at least according to his own account – he attended his master's trial, though not his execution. He was deeply affected by the city's treatment of Socrates, and much of his early work records his memories of his teacher. It is suggested that much of his ethical writing is in pursuit of a society where similar injustices could not occur. 
During the twelve years following the death of Socrates, he traveled extensively in Italy, Sicily, Egypt, and Cyrene in a quest for knowledge.
After his return to Athens at the age of forty, Plato founded one of the earliest known organized schools in Western civilization on a plot of land in the Grove of Academe. The Academy was "a large enclosure of ground which was once the property of a citizen at Athens named Academus.  Some, however, say that it received its name from an ancient hero" (Robinson, Arch. Graec. I i 16), and it operated until 529 AD, when it was closed by Justinian I of Byzantium, who saw it as a threat to the propagation of Christianity. Many intellectuals were schooled in the Academy, the most prominent one being Aristotle.
Plato was also deeply influenced by a number of prior philosophers, including: the Pythagoreans, whose notions of numerical harmony have clear echoes in Plato's notion of the Forms; Anaxagoras, who taught Socrates and who held that the mind, or reason, pervades everything; and Parmenides, who argued for the unity of all things and may have influenced Plato's concept of the soul.
The Allegory of the Cave is perhaps the best known of his many allegories, metaphors, and parables. The allegory is told and interpreted at the beginning of Book 7 of Republic (514A–520A).
The allegory is best presented as a story, and then interpreted, as Plato himself does.

Imagine prisoners who have been chained since childhood deep inside a cave. Not only are their limbs immobilized by the chains; their heads are chained as well so that their gaze is fixed on a wall.  Behind the prisoners is an enormous fire, and between the fire and the prisoners is a raised walkway, along which shapes of various animals, plants, and other things are carried. The shapes cast shadows on the wall, which occupy the prisoners' attention. When one of the shape-carriers speaks, an echo against the wall causes the prisoners to believe that the words come from the shadows.
The prisoners engage in what appears to us to be a game - naming the shapes as they come by. This, however, is the only reality that they know, even though they are seeing merely shadows of images. They are thus conditioned to judge the quality of one another by their skill in quickly naming the shapes and dislike those who begin to play poorly.
Suppose a prisoner is released and compelled to stand up and turn around.

His eyes will be blinded by the firelight, and the shapes passing will appear less real than their shadows.  Similarly, if he is dragged up out of the cave into the sunlight, his eyes will be so blinded that he will not be able to see anything.  At first, he will be able to see darker shapes such as shadows and, only later, brighter and brighter objects. The last object he would be able to see is the sun, which, in time, he would learn to see as that object which provides the seasons and the courses of the year, presides over all things in the visible region, and is in some way the cause of all these things that he has seen.
(This part of the allegory, incidentally, closely matches Plato's metaphor of the sun which occurs near the end of The Republic, Book VI.)  Once enlightened, so to speak, the freed prisoner would not want to return to the cave to free "his fellow bondsmen". Plato argues that he must be persuaded or compelled to do so. Another problem lies in the other prisoners not wanting to be freed: descending back into the cave would require that the freed prisoner's eyes adjust again, and for a time, he would be one of the ones identifying shapes on the wall. His poor eyesight would severely impair his ability to name the shapes, and thus the other prisoners would dislike him to the degree that they have no trust in him and thus take his attempts to free them with murderous aggression. His once-companions eventually kill him for his unwanted attempts to free them.
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