SESSION 6 - CHURCH HISTORY SEMINAR WITH DR. GEORGE BEBAWI


NOTE:  Julie Bannon and Linda Smith are both going to edit George’s  45-page handout “The Roots of the Divine Unity of the Godhead in Christian Tradition - The One and the Many” for us!  

CONTINUING ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY

Under pressure of heresy, fathers of the church used a lot of Greek words to explain:
1.
The reality of salvation

2.
The danger of error

What would you gain or lose based on belief in the Trinity?  The gains or losses are rooted in the teaching of Christ himself.  Our inclination is to gain, not lose.  The parable of the treasure in the field shows that the treasure is worth selling everything to obtain.

We use abstract thinking because it is easy, but not if you want to consider the gains and losses.  Then you have to think practically.

WHAT WOULD WE GAIN FROM THE PERSONHOOD OF GOD AND MAN?
A long discussion ensued regarding the question, “Do I have a relationship with ideas?”  George says “yes,” but there is a difference between an idea and a collection of ideas about God and the person of God.  We must use our minds--we are transformed by the renewing of our minds.  An idea is fixed and non-negotiable.  An idea is a monologue, not a dialogue until you have another person discussing it.  In a monologue, we are locked into our own ego.   
A collection of ideas is like waves around us and Christ is in these waves if we are aware.  The pure in heart shall see God.

1.
A monologue with ideas is not a dialogue.

2.
Our awareness around us comes from freedom.  We can choose to listen to what is around us or not.  Freedom allows us to rule our world.  May Christ dwell in your heart by faith from Ephesians 3:14-17.

3.
Christ dwells in our hearts by knowledge.  What you know is in your heart.  Knowledge is valuable but makes us vulnerable.  We can build towers, but not relationships with human beings.  Knowledge opens us up and rearranges our awareness.  Our knowledge is free in nature and that’s why we sinned.  There is a  difference between having an idea about someone and actually knowing someone.  I have an idea you are a biologist, but that doesn’t mean I know you.
4.
Dialogue is essential to relationships.

5.
Love is essential to relationships.

To love and be loved and to be united is the essence of dialogue.

1.
If there is no purpose in a relationship, it could break down.  It’s the purpose that enriches the relationship.  It’s a free will decision to love someone and the love must be purposeful.  There also needs to be security in the relationship.  Love is a fingerprint of the Trinity on our life.  
2.
The Trinity shows us lover/beloved/love.  The exchange makes the relationship and it isn’t split.  

3.
In the love relationship you must participate fully.  

4.
Self-giving is essential, but it stops at the boundary of our communication, or we would die.  We are threatened by death, but God is not.  His giving is boundless.

THE TRINITY
1.
Trinity is the story of a love relationship between od and humanity.  It’s first manifestation is in the incarnation.  In Luke 1:26-45 we see the beginning of the trinity in an incomplete form.  This passage describes an event called the annunciation in the Catholic Church.  

2.
The baptism of Jesus in Luke 3:21-22 is more revelation of the love that starts to filter into the story.  

The incarnation and baptism create the conditions for us to receive the Spirit because it is the revelation of the Trinity.  Galatians 4:6 could not be written without the incarnation and baptism :6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.”

All this took place for us.  Without the Trinity there is no adoption as sons.  If God does not have a son, we can’t be “sons.”  On what basis do we call God Father?  It’s because He sent his Son.  We participate fully in what Christ is.
3.
1 John 3:1-3

1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

I will become like him in the future because of His crucifixion.  When I participate in Christ’s life fully.  Christ removed death.  The resurrection brought immortality by defeating mortality and that gave us eternal life.   The crucifixion of Jesus invites us into participation in the resurrection when we take up our cross.  
4.
Pentecost.  This is the most important thing:  the revelation of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is the beginning and the end.  We are sealed with the Spirit for eternal life.  The power of the Holy Spirit is behind it all.  In the Pentecost, 50 days after the resurrection, at the time of the Feast of the Harvest we see that the Holy Spirit is preparing the greatest harvest.

The invitation of the Holy Spirit came to Mary and God calls us too and sets up the invitation to become one with a person born of a woman.   The Pentecost is the invitation of the Spirit coming to the church.  
Luke 20:21

20 And He closed the book , gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing ." 

“Hearing” in the Bible is in order to get something actualized.  A fulfillment in your hearing.   Hearing in the church is needed.  We should read the scriptures out loud.  
THE REVELATION OF THE PERSONHOOD OF GOD.
1.
Christ’s incarnation brought the distinction of the Trinity.  We see God sending His Son, physically, and He experienced all that we experience.  People could see this.  

2.
What Jesus received was the Spirit from the Father.  That gift that made Him Messiah makes him different than God the Father and from the Holy Spirit.  When I receive a gift of the Spirit, I’m unique.  Jesus is the Messiah because of the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  1 John 2:26-27  26 These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. 27 As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him. 

We participate in the anointing of Jesus because he received the Holy Spirit and it allows us to receive it.  You have to unite the baptism of Jesus and the Pentecost.  

3.
Because of the cross and the resurrection, the self-love of God is also sacrificial love.  The Father loves the son, and giving that son to the world is love that is sacrificial love.  The Trinity invites us to participate in this sacrificial love.  You can’t give something you don’t have.
4.
Jesus prayed we would all be one.  John 17:20-21 20 "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.”

CONCLUSION

Our failure to understand the Trinity is a lack of true love.  It is not to be fought over.  It’s something we experience and we can know we are one.

Distinction and union works in marriage.  One flesh, the same word as used in the Shema.  Two are one.  Baptism also:  two are one in Christ.  The church is an early icon of the Trinity.   The church is supposed to be an icon of the oneness of the Trinity.  What a catastrophe that despite all the books written on the Trinity, we can’t convince ourselves to love one another.  We have no courage to be Christians--to participate fully in the love of God.
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