SESSION 7 - CHURCH HISTORY SEMINAR WITH DR. GEORGE BEBAWI


HANDOUT:  ANCIENT CHRISTIAN TEACHING ON THE INCARNATION KNOWN AS CHRISTOLOGY

Page 16 .  “What is not assumed [by Christ] is not healed,” is an expression of the incarnation of Christ attributed to St. Gregory Nazianzen (329 to January 25, 389) also known as Saint Gregory the theologian or Gregory Nazianzen was a 4th century Christian bishop of Constantinople, but the idea is discussed by other ancient church writers as well.   What are the basic problems the church encountered in the first 500 years about the humanity of Christ and how it is united in deity?

1.
Problems from the classical Greek literature, like Plato, Greek mythology, and the culture of the learned people.  Society was antagonistic to the Christian message.  The Roman empire was full of war, illness, economic disaster; it really wasn’t a Pax Romana!  But, the Roman society codified laws, built roads, extended the idea of citizenship and many other good things.  Nevertheless, life was hard on the human body, which is the only real possession we have.  But the body had no value then, nor in the Holocaust, nor in many societies now.  Humanity is reduced from the enlightenment to one of a dollar value in chemicals and minerals contained in the human body--which isn’t much in present value!  God himself came into a fallen world and took on the “cheap” body.

The Roman empire forbid reading Greek literature in order to stop the Christians from learning.  Page 17 0f the handout.  If Jesus had no human mind, but he did assume a human mind because:


a.  he completely submitted to  God


b.  his love for God was so great he didn’t succumb to temptation


c.  he went into depths of obedience unto death in order to redeem us


d.  he gave up things easily for the love of God and being with him.  He had a 
new way of bringing us into reconciliation with God.  It’s a new way to live without 
sin.  
WHAT ABOUT THE CHRIST’S HUMAN MIND AND MARK 13:32
Mark 13:30-32.  30 "Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 32 "But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 
33 "Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come. 

How could Christ not know?  Some church fathers said:

a.  he voluntarily took our human ignorance on and decided not to know.  God can choose freely not to know (John of Damascus)

b.  God does not treat you according to His knowledge, but according to His love, but on the day of judgment he will treat you according to his knowledge.  Many Greek fathers rejected that.  God is perfect in love, mercy and knowledge.

c.  the word “know” in Hebrew means something you’re allowed to communicate.  Also used in the sense of “know” your spouse.

d.  He assumed our ignorance to experience by choice our humanity.

e.  Christ pretended to be an ignorant man to fool the devil.  After all, the devil says, “If you are the son of God . . .”  Did the devil know he was?  Maybe not.  George doesn’t like this answer.  Maybe Christ said this in order not to give his enemy a clue.  The Socratic dialogue kind of thinking.  

But Christ also described the last day and the last hour.  St.  Basil the Great affirmed “It’s not for you to know the time and the seasons”   Last verses in Matthew--all authority in heaven and earth have been give to me.  

We can’t fully know how the Trinity as united in humanity and Spirit.

Jesus allowed the humanity to grow in him.  The biggest obstacle was death.  Over this life he moved closer to the Trinity but there are obstacles to complete unity in the human form.  

	PROGRESSIVE HUMANITY FIRST ADAM
	PROGRESSIVE HUMANITY LAST ADAM

	God created Adam out of dust and breathed life into him
	Virgin Birth through Mary and the Holy Spirit

	 Beginning of Death
	Beginning of a new creation

	 
	Baptism

	
	New birth

	
	Resurrection

	
	Ascension


We are born of Christ when we receive Him, born from water and the Spirit in baptism and that’s why these two are necessary fro us to be born again.  See page 4 of  “Dynamic Aspects of Ancient Christology” from George.  Also 1 Corinthians 15:42-49.  Jesus is hidden in the “shekina” of God.  We won’t see God.   

THREE WAYS OF CONVERSION

1.
Paul’s kind--a lightening bolt from the blue.

2.
Progressive knowledge from reading the gospels, etc. and coming to a 
conclusion.

3.
Moment of crisis that splits your life.  

Faith is the beginning.  There is always a human attempt to get rid of sin.  We all have knowledge, but the divine touch is in the moment.  
FIVE MEANINGS OF SALVATION

1.
illumination (mental, psychological, emotional)

2.
regeneration

3.
cancellation of death and condemnation

4.
membership in a church

5.
being healed and liberated

We are justified by faith, not by works.  The great challenge is to have the love of Christ in our hearts!

FOUR TESTS OF THE VOICE OF GOD

1.
Intimidation is not the voice of God.

2.
Revenge, anger, desire to harm--these are not from God.

3.
A call to forgiveness and peace and reconciliation is the voice of God.

4.
Commands to be hopeful or to convict you, not to destroy you.

We have to work our way through the heat of the summer, the dark of the autumn, the cold of winter and the glories of spring in our lives.  When our bodies are broken, that great love of God is not felt by us as much, perhaps, but it is there.  The triumph is to be filled ALL THE TIME with His Spirit.  It’s not good works.  
WARNINGS ABOUT GOOD WORKS

1.
If you do good works to gain favor with God, that’s bad.

2.
If you do good works to gain the Kingdom of God, that’s bad.

3.
If you do good works to be accepted by God, you reject the gift of Jesus and His 
destruction of death.

4.
If you think you are saved or have inherited the kingdom by works, you don’t 
even know what it’s all about.
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