SESSION 8 - CHURCH HISTORY SEMINAR WITH DR. GEORGE BEBAWI
LAST SESSION OF FALL 2006 SEMESTER

Tonight’ session was a question and answer format on any topic of interest to the group.

SIX DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND OTHER RELIGIONS
1.
According to the Bible, humans were created according to a divine image.  
Genesis 1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 

The fall of man distorted the image (the first, old Adam)

 We are redeemed by Christ (the last, new Adam) 1 John 3:1  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

In order to be like Christ, we have to participate in Him.

2.
God’s gift is we are saved by grace through faith; it’s not about human achievement or mantras or prayers.  Ephesians 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
3.
It’s a gift we don’t possess; we can’t grasp it.  It is maintained through communion and fellowship.  Grace doesn’t make us autonomous.

4.
The dwelling of God in us is the continuation of our redemption.  I am crucified with Christ.  Galatians 2:20.  

5.
Salvation is not achieved by individuals; it is received in the community of the church.  Individualism destroys our community.  We are blessed in the continuation of our faith for the sake of the community where gifts are doubled.  Sleeping Christians won’t grow up together--the Spirit of Christ is working in community.
6.
We can’t advance and grasp anything according to our desires.  George mentioned a 13th century Persian poet, jurist and theologian, named Rumi who said he was the throne of God.    Shirley McClain sends vibes to England and all over the world.  The SUN can’t reach Great Britain and Florida at the same time, but Shirley can.  That’s a corrupt imagination.  The new-agers at Cambridge just hated George!   We can’t receive anything that isn’t revealed.   We are controlled by two boundaries:  our creation and our redemption.   

George calls Sufism a disease.   [Editor’s note:  Sufism is a mystic tradition of Islam encompassing a diverse range of beliefs and practices dedicated to Allah/God, divine love and sometimes to help a fellow man. Tariqas (Sufi orders) may be associated with Shi'a Islam, Sunni Islam, other currents of Islam, or a combination of multiple traditions. It has been suggested that Sufi thought emerged from the Middle East in the eighth century, but adherents are now found around the world. Some Sufis have also claimed that Sufism pre-dates Islam and some groups operate with only very tenuous links to Islam.]
HOW CAN THE BIBLE SAY WE ARE GODS--ISN’T THAT NEW AGE?

Psalm 82:6

6 I said, "You are gods, And all of you are sons of the Most High. 

2 Peter 1:3-4

3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence . 4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust 

1 Cor. 15:42-49

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So also it is written, "The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. 47 The first man is from the earth, earthy ; the second man is from heaven. 48 As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly. 

John 17:20-26
20 "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

Their Future Glory  22 "The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. 24 "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.   25 "O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me; 26 and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them." 
Matthew 17:1-2

1 Six days later Jesus took* with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and led* them up on a high mountain by themselves. 2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. 

1 Corinthians predicts our transformed body, like Christ’s was in the transfiguration account in the Bible.  We can’t design it ourselves.  New-agers design it for themselves.  Only Christianity has a divine revelation that god loves us.  Without Christ you remain mortal.  The new-agers get their ideas from Hinduism and Buddhism.  You are under a hegemony (preponderant influence or authority) and you use a mantra in order to bring out the divine in you.  Christian hermits try to restrict their lives to the life of Christ in a Spirit-filled life.  

George’s friend Philemon made a cross of wood like the size of himself and would say THAT is me.  I don’t want to e anything but that.  

WOULD IT BE SAFE TO SAY THAT NEW AGE TEACHINGS ARE PERVERSIONS OF THE TRUTH?

Yes.  Because of that, we need to be aware of it and use what’s common to talk with new-agers.  Our society has just traded the truth for a lie.  

Islam is a mutilated cloning form of the Bible.  

George’s story:  The President of Egypt was worried about his life and asked Americans to clone him.  They made a donkey.  He went to the Germans and they cloned a man identical.  When questioned about how they were able to do it, the Germans said they had actually used the DNA of the donkey!

Great disaster will be spread from false forms of religion and mysticism.   We can’t fight by Bible alone.   We need to know church history,  We have to know who we are fighting and for what.  Holiness is an aspect of the glory of God.  His radiance, His power, His purity.  My body is a shell He fills with His Spirit.  We become sons like Jesus was a son.  

There is no real love without self-denial.  People hate self-denial.  Agape love is seeking other’s well-being.  Love deprives me from being locked into my own ego.  New-agers don’t deny self.  
POSITIONALLY WE ARE ADOPTED--A SON OF GOD BY ADOPTION.  
1. 
Jesus is god’s son eternally.  We are drawn to that relationship which depends entirely on Him.  There is no source in us.

2.
It’s not something I possess in my own nature.  Jesus’ sonship was His by nature.

3.
It is for love, not for pride.  If I take pride in it, I will be in great danger.

4.
It is based on self-denial and sacrificial love.  The more you give up in a relationship, the more you get.  But if you hang on to your own thoughts, deeds, etc. you won’t grow a relationship.

5.
Teaching Christian theology is hard in an environment of not having relationships.  Like all the kids not raised in a loving home have trouble learning about loving relationships.  
The incarnation is a big shock.  Jesus became human and that’s the only way we can surrender to Him.  Buddhists and Hindis and new-agers try to steal godliness, and they will fail.  

QUALITIES OF BEING A SON OF GOD

So . . . to come full cycle . . . Adam was a created son according to the image of God.

1.
It’s not in you by nature--it is given.

2.
It is not under your control.

3.
It’s under the control and contours  and boundaries and measurements of the One who gave the gift.

Adam thought he could become like God, without Him, by eating of the tree.  He was a law unto himself.

DO WE LOSE COMMUNION WHEN WE SIN?
The water still flows--the source doesn’t stop.  We can lose it by walking away, but god can catch us again in his net.

HOW CAN YOU LOSE GRACE?

Deny the faith and turn toward evil.  Trade the truth for lies deliberately.  Mark the Hermit, 5th Century writer, has a book now in English, written about people who think they can earn the kingdom of God by works.

Editor:

Ellie Hashman Timberman

ehashman@indy.rr.com
RUMI from Wikipedia
(1207 — 1273 CE) was a 13th century Persian (Tājīk),  poet, jurist, and theologian. His name literally means "Majesty of Religion", Jalal means "majesty" and Din means "religion".   Rumi was born in Balkh (then a city of Greater Khorasan in Persia, now part of Afghanistan) and died in Konya (in present-day Turkey). His birthplace and native tongue indicate a Persian heritage. He also wrote his poetry in Persian and his works are widely read in Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and in their translation in Turkey, Azerbaijan, and in Hindustan. He lived most of his life and produced his works under the Seljuk Empire.[6]
Rumi's importance is considered to transcend national and ethnic borders. Throughout the centuries he has had a significant influence on Persian as well as Urdo and Turkish literatures. His poems are widely read in the Persian speaking countries of Iran, Afghanistan and Tajikistan and have been widely translated into many of the world's languages in various formats.
After Rumi's death, his followers founded the Mevlevi Order, better known as the "Whirling Dervishes", who believe in performing their worship in the form of dance and music ceremony called the sema.

TEACHINGS OF RUMI
From wikipedia

The general theme of his thoughts, like that of the other mystic and Sufi poets of the Persian literature, is essentially about the concept of Tawheed (unity) and union with his beloved (the primal root) from which/whom he has been cut and fallen aloof, and his longing and desire for reunity.  The "Mathnawi" weaves fables, scenes from everyday life, Qur’anic revelations and exegesis, and metaphysics, into a vast and intricate tapestry.  Rumi is considered an example of "insani kamil" — the perfected or completed human being. In the East, it is said of him, that he was, "not a prophet — but surely, he has brought a scripture". Rumi believed passionately in the use of music, poetry and dancing as a path for reaching God. For Rumi, music helped devotees to focus their whole being on the divine, and to do this so intensely that the soul was both destroyed and resurrected. It was from these ideas that the practice of Whirling Dervishes developed into a ritual form. He founded the order of the Mevlevi, the "whirling" dervishes, and created the "Sema", their "turning", sacred dance. In the Mevlevi tradition, Sema represents a mystical journey of spiritual ascent through mind and love to "Perfect." In this journey the seeker symbolically turns towards the truth, grows through love, abandons the ego, finds the truth, and arrives at the "Perfect"; then returns from this spiritual journey with greater maturity, so as to love and to be of service to the whole of creation without discrimination against beliefs, races, classes and nations.
According to Shahram Shiva, one reason for Rumi's popularity is that "Rumi is able to verbalize the highly personal and often confusing world of personal/spiritual growth and mysticism in a very forward and direct fashion. He does not offend anyone, and he includes everyone. [Editor’s note:  very new age to me!] The world of Rumi is neither exclusively the world of a Sufi, nor the world of a Hindu, nor a Jew, nor a Christian; it is the highest state of a human being — a fully evolved human. A complete human is not bound by cultural limitations; he touches every one of us. Today Rumi's poems can be heard in churches, synagogues, Zen monasteries, as well as in the downtown New York art/performance/music scene." According to Professor Majid M. Naini, one of the foremost international Rumi scholars who travels the world trying to spread Rumi's universal message of love, Rumi's life and transformation provide true testimony and proof that people of all religions and backgrounds can live together in peace and harmony throughout the world. At Rumi’s grand funeral procession Jews, Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and Sufis cried and mourned in a manner that one would have thought that Rumi belonged to each one of them. Rumi’s visions, words, and life teach us how to reach inner peace and happiness so we can finally stop the continual stream of hostility and hatred and achieve true global peace and harmony.
Remember, Wickipedia isn’t 1005 accurate!  It just starts a topic.
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