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Jesus: the Parable of Divine Love

A Study of the Parables – Lesson 10
The Rich Man Who Was Not Rich – Luke 12:13-21
The Name
The parable still is known in all of our NT studies as the parable of “The Rich Fool.”  This name does not help the reader to see the core of the parable which is in verse 21,
“… who is not rich with God”
The parable was Jesus’ response to a request:

Luke 12:13 Then someone in the crowd said to him, “Rabbi (teacher), tell my brother to share the family inheritance with me.” 14 But Jesus said to him, “Man, who set me over you as judge or arbiter?”  15 Then he said to the people, “Take care, be on your guard against every form of greed, because one’s life does not depend on one’s belongings, even when they are more than sufficient.”

Then Jesus proposed to the crowd this parable:
16 He proposed to them a parable: “There was once a rich man with a farm that produced abundant crops.  17 He thought to himself, ‘What should I do? I do not have space enough to store my produce.  This is what I will do,’ 18 he said; ‘I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones; I will gather into them all my grain and other goods. 19 I will say to my soul (myself), ‘Soul, you have many  things stored up for years to come; so take it easy; eat, drink, and be merry.’  20 God said to him, ‘You fool, this very night is your (soul) life demanded of you.  Now who will get all that you have prepared?’”
21 So it will be with anyone who piles up treasure for himself but is not rich with God.”  
How to Read the Parable
The parable was told on this particular occasion: 

1.  
Someone in the crowd requested the Rabbi Jesus to divide the inheritance (verse 13).  The Law in the Pentateuch provided details (Deut 21:15-17; Num 27:1-11; 36:7-9). The Rabbi in the time of Jesus would have been a Scribe who would be the usual one to whom such a problem would be brought.  The regulations for inheritance in later Rabbinic interpretation (of Num 27:1-11; Deut 21:15-17) are found in the Talmud.
2. 
We are not told anything about the background.  We hear about “my brother” so it is a family problem between two or maybe more than two brothers.  We are not told just what was in dispute.  Did the older brother refuse to share or to give a portion of the property to his brother (15:12)?  Did he prefer to hold it jointly?  The reply of Jesus does not give us a clue.

 3. 
The Gospels and the Lord himself are not interested in such details. The dispute itself is not important as far as the details.  What is important is the core or the heart.  Psalm 133:1ff  praises “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is. For brothers to dwell together in unity.”
4. 
Jesus called the one who presented the question “man.”  This could be deliberate as an address to all of us.  The Greek word anthropos seems to point to the common part that we all have that is humanity

Here Stands the New Covenant

Jesus makes a declaration (verse 14) that marks his mission: I am not a “judge” or an “arbiter.” Why did Jesus say that?

Before making the common mistake that Jesus cares about heavenly and “spiritual” matters, try to see in the Gospels how Jesus cares for the poor, the sick, and the prisoners. The teaching in Matthew 5-7 [Sermon on the Mount] doesn’t give us an escape mechanism to the celestial world.  The vision of Jesus is about: birds, lilies in the fields, fishes, women, prostitutes, tax collectors, hypocrites, children, widows, towers, love and hatred.  

It is a vision that encompasses everything in life [verse by George]:

Jesus you lived our human life in its fullness

We see what you saw in the streets 

The broken and the arrogant 

The widow who lost her only son

The Canaanite woman who begged healing for her daughter

Levi the tax collector whom you loved and called to call sinners to enter the kingdom

The prostitute who washed your feet with her tears

Even the Roman Centurion did receive some of your compassion

The fields of Judea stretched in front of your eyes, and you saw in them the kingdom of heaven where the Mastered Trees grow and the spring flowers more glorious than the garments of Kind Solomon.

You blessed the children, drove the fishes into Peter’s Net, and fed the hungry.

You are a Man of Actions not of Dreams

You called your disciples not to be Dreamers but to carry their crosses and to follow you.

When you took the bread and the fishes, you saw also how your love will become food for mortals who are hungry for eternal life.

Ached for by Zahakis, the flame of your love asked for dinner at his house, and when your compassion visited his heart, the hardness of his heart was overcome.

Why did we put you in the false field of dreams and drove you the Logos Creator, Who upholds the whole creation by your creative power, to what does not belong to you and to what you never saw because you did not know that is “spirituality”?
(Littlelight, Cry of Innocence, first stanza 1:1)
Law that Unites
If Jesus accepted the task of dividing the family inheritance, the New Covenant would have been lost.  Jesus wanted not a law that divides, but the Law that unites and that is the Law of Love. This Law has two feet:
1. Sacrificial love. It has one standard: the Cross of Jesus and the cross of the disciple.
2. Life comes from God and it is higher than any property.
Letter from Philemon

Brother George, may the love of the Crucified and Risen Lord dwell forever in your heart to sustain you in this life and to transform you to eternal life.
I must admit that I never heard of what you named in your last letter by a strange name, “Atonement Theories.” Please forgive my ignorance. Three things come to my mind. The First is the heart of the eternal Covenant. The Second is the Person of Jesus. The Third is the Divine that gives us the Life of the Son Incarnate and the dwelling of the Holy Spirit.
As you know, I don’t like writing letters but Divine Love compels me.  The three that I mentioned are in fact one reality.  But I name them for the sake of making things clear since you are hungry for knowledge.  When we classify anything and give it a name, we immediately create division in our awareness and separate what we have classified and then it is no longer related to the whole.  The Covenant was established by the blood of Jesus and blood is his life.  It is a life-giving covenant.  This has no significance if we separate that covenant from the Person of Jesus.  This means is has no power of life if Jesus is just a human but its power is in his divinity that abolished death and resurrected life from the dead.  Now, you can see all that is rooted and is given to us because of the Father’s love that He gave us in His Son and guaranteed this love by the Holy Spirit.  How can you or your great teachers make one theory out of that, while our words are too feeble to express or reveal in words the depth of divine love?  The Heavenly Father knew that we will make a mess of the Divine Revelation and gave us the Guarantee to explore and to taste divine love by the gift of the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5).
My beloved brother, let me ask you:

Why [did] Jesus our Lord [refuse] to stone the woman that was caught in adultery? 

Why [did] the savior take the Good Thief with him to paradise and went ahead of him and was waiting for his arrival, because Jesus died before the Good Thief?

Why did He forgive the prostitute in the house of the Simon the Pharisee without interrogating her, asking if she repented or if she is going back to her sinful life?

I can add more questions, but one question that has been in my heart for years: What are the limits and the boundary of the Cross of Jesus our Beloved? Can you answer this question for me?

Let all theories be also crucified, for the Innocent and the Holy died for sinners to save them.  Where is justice in that death?  Where is the Law that allows that to take place and remain Law?
Pray for me a sinner and a beginner, 

Philemon / 22nd July 1968.

Jesus’ warning

“Take care!” in verse 15 means “be on guard against” or literally. “Look and guard yourselves from every form of greed.”  The Greek pleonexia is frequently used in the NT (Rom 1:29; 2 Cot 9:5; Col 3:5; Eph 4:19; 5:3; 2 Pet 2:3, 14). In the parable greed is the height of folly. “Greed” is the lust to have more, more than is needed, the boundless grasping after more. This is manifested in the words of 1 Timothy 6:10, “love of money is the root of all evil.”
First Warning: Greed and Dependence

1. Our Lord teaches us the first lesson about our life in the Kingdom.  Our new life depends on God who is the Creator of all.  To be under God as King means that we receive from Him all.  Jesus says that in the Kingdom: “What does it profit them if they gain the whole world, but lose or forfeit their life?” (Luke 9:25)  Our life does not depend upon our belongings.  This radical change puts us face to face with basic doctrine in Christianity: our heavenly Father is the Provider.  This is the foundation of our being.  The fundamental issue is that since Mr. Adam and Miss Eve decided to have life in themselves they bequeathed that to us.  The center of our human awareness since the “Fall” became the self, the ego, and hence dependence on what we have. Why is this so?
a. Immortality became the highest dream of all of us. Fear of mortality is what we have inherited from Adam. The desire for immorality builds in us the desire to have so that our being is secured.
b. We struggle with our fear of mortality and our desire for immortality. The more we fear the more we become dependent. But how can we avoid that fear. Jesus came to promise us resurrection of the body and life immortal that is called Eternal Life. 

The Motto of all ancient Christian writings was: “Your Possessions are not your life”

2. Second warning: A greedy person acts as if the goal of life is only secured when there is more and more to come.  In the parable this rich man had a good harvest and good produce. In his closed-up ego he was talking to himself about the future of his store, “I shall make them bigger.” (v18)   It is a decision of a supreme moment of ambition. The “barns” in the parable are to be understood as warehouses for storage.  Then he says: “my soul” (my life) and then the Greek psyche is used in the usual Semitic way as a substitute for the reflexive pronoun “myself.”  The same Greek word is used in verse 22 “our soul” or your life will be taken.

The Semitic vision of human life does not see the human as soul and body. Soul stands for:

a. Life as a whole.

b. Mind and body as one entity.

Behind that stands the Biblical doctrine of the creation.  Man or the human was created all by one divine.  The Greek since Plato believed that man was created at a celestial level as pure spirit and he fell into a lower level and was imprisoned in the body as a kind of punishment.  To speak to yourself or to “you” is one act that involves the whole human person. 
3. A carefree life is summarized in these two actions: “eat, drink” then, “be merry”.  This ideal life was known in the Ancient World.  Paul quotes it when he was advocating the resurrection of the body:  If the dead are not raised, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die." (1 Cor 15:31; Isa 22:13), so the book of Ecclesiastes points to such a desired says: “nothing better under the sun than to eat and drink and enjoy oneself.”

4. This egoistic way of life has many dangerous traps:

a. Inner Peace comes and goes according to the figures in the bank.
b. Extreme protection of the possessions anchors anger in the mind and the heart and with anger comes the lack of true love and respect of others.

c. When the center of life becomes our self-enjoyment, our awareness of the needs of the others disappears and that leads to the hardness of heart.  This in itself deprives us from knowing God as loving and generous.

God Speaks to the Rich Man   

1. 
It is a direct address of God in verse 20. Here Jesus ends to the parable.  The Creator speaks: “Fool!” (in Greek aphrön, the one who has no wisdom).  The Creator has the authority to give life and to take it.  The ambitious scheme will never be realized; at the height of the planning the God enters the scene with the most feared problem and the tragedy of our human existence that is death.  Verse 20 means literally,” they exact your soul from you,” It could be a reference to the angel of death (cf. Job 33:23, LXX; Heb 2:14). 
2. 
What was lost and is missing from the life of that rich man is the “right” of the others, the poor, widows, orphans, sojourners in the Land (See Deut 24:17-22; cf. 2 Cor 6:l0).
Who Is Not Rich with God?
What is this kind of Richness?

1. Please don’t consider at all “good works” as richness with God.  Christ warned us "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal.” (Matt 6:20)
2. Richness was used for God himself and His generosity, “For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8.9).
3. For God’s glorious inheritance that is eternal life so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, and what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints (Eph 1:18; 2:4; Phil 4:19) 
The Fear of Death or Hell does not Produce Healthily Repentance. 
 Letter from Philemon

“My dear brother beloved of the Lord,

I was told that you are ill and that you need a long medical treatment.  I write to you because I have seen in you a spark of divine love but this spark is trapped in the net legalism that you have contracted in the seminary.  Are you afraid to die?  I hope not.
There are two kinds of fear: fear of Hell and punishment, and holy fear that is the fear to lose your inheritance.  The first kind creates slaves, whose repentance is sick.  We fear the Lord out of our respect which is born from love.  But to fear the Lord because of punishment creates in any human heart a heart of a slave.  The apostle advised us against this kind of fear, For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" (Rom 8:15) and again the same apostle says to us, “For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline” (2 Tim 1:7). Truly the apostle Peter said, “For people are slaves to whatever masters them” (2 Pet 1:19).  A slave to fear is motivated by fear and this motivation does not produce love but can hinder the work of the Holy Spirit who pours God’s love into our hearts (Rom 5:5).  Our Lord called us to freedom and it is his freedom to love us not according to a law because there is no law in love.  The Apostle says to those who are enslaved to legalism, “For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Gal 5:1).
My beloved brother, fear has one good root but that good root can produce one evil branch.  The good root is self-preservation and the evil branch that may come out of this good root is excessive self-love.  There our self love makes us fearful and even cowards as we try to protect our life.  We avoid anything, even the teaching of the Lord, when we think that there is a danger or a threat.  For many days I was praying and contemplating the meaning of the words of our Lord, “For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it” (Matt 7:14).  The voice of Jesus in my heart was focused on his words: “do you love yourself more than you love me?”  I cried out and asked the Lord to have mercy on me.  Jesus said to me, “love me as you love yourself and that is the beginning of the road” Now my beloved brother, if under the heavy weight of fear and illness you repent, your love will never mature.  Pray and ask for the fire of the divine love that will bring to you freedom of love.
Philemon
27 Jan 1959 
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