Wednesday @ E 91 / Dr. George Bebawi / January 25, 2012 / Page 5 of 8

Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #12
Communion with God
Philippians 3:1-5
Rituals and marks in the flesh like circumcision
 do not lead us to communion with God

No Confidence in the Flesh
Philippians 3:1 Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord.  To write the same things to you is not troublesome to me, and for you it is a safeguard.  
2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of those who mutilate the flesh! 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh— 4 even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. 
 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

Notes / Main Messages
1. Paul shows the Philippians that there is no need for circumcision.

2. Those who have been circumcised are like dogs barking and attacking others. Their mark does not make them behave better than others.
3. Paul urges all not to place any confidence in salvation by works or by keeping an external sign.  
4. He coins the ironic term concision: Christians have the true circumcision of the heart.
3:1 Rejoice in the Lord. Joy that comes from other source than the Lord can’t drive away our despondency and worry. These negative psychological energies come from fear, guilt, and lack of love. These deprive the soul of its vitality. They put an immoderate strain upon the soul. For this reason Paul exhorts the Philippians where is the true joy?

1. “Do you know what is the shortest way to hell? It is when we believe in Christ and put some thing or some one as a replacement for the Lord. Such a substitute can’t be eternal, and thus it excites us for a while and it will reverberate because it is not eternal” (Abba Philemon)

2. “Show me what are the things that you trust more, and these will tell both of us what sort of person you are” (Abba Philemon)

The Circumcised and the Dogs

The Jews have a history and a racial identity.  They are proud of their past and the style of their life.   But Paul calls them “dogs” which is an unclean animal in the OT law. 
Paul’s warning says blepete in Greek, which is traditionally translated “beware of” or “be on your guard against” as a warning.  This is followed by an objective such as “lest” (Matt 8:4; 18:10; Mark 1:44; Heb 3:12) or by the preposition “of” or “from,” e.g., “You too beware of the Jews” – from a letter dated A.D. 41 so we can read it as “take proper notice of,” “pay attention to,” or “learn your lesson from” (cf. 1 Cor 1:26; 10:18; 2 Cor 10:7; Col 4:17)
Paul is not so much warning the Philippians to be on guard against their opponents as he is asking them to pay careful attention to them, study what they do and say so to understand them and avoid adopting their way of life and their beliefs and practice. 
The Jews were in the habit of referring contemptuously to Gentiles as “dogs”—unclean creatures with whom they would not associate if such association could be avoided (cf. Matt 15:21-28).  Why does Paul use their term of contempt?

1. It is a warning to the Philippians, if this is how they look at you and describe you, then avoid them.

2. If you Philippians are as such and unclean, then there is no common ground of any relationship. 

The Ethnic Promotions of Identity 

Paul saw the Jews as promoting their ethnic identity to create outcasts who do not belong. This in the eyes of Paul is the defilement of the community, the Christian church.
The Jewish opponents prided themselves on keeping the law.  Their sense of superiority was due to the fact that they performed accurately the works demanded by God’s law (See, Rom 3:20).  Their self-understanding is that they are good persons while at the same time the others are not, because they don’t observe of the law, keep the. Sabbath, the kosher food and, above all, circumcision.

Circumcision in the NT

John Chrysostom said: 
“The Jews attached great solemnity to circumcision. … Therefore Paul mutilates its name and says, “Beware of the concision.” He refrains from saying that circumcision is evil, that circumcision is superfluous so as not to alarm these people.  But he conveys his point more wisely, turning them away from the act indeed but being gracious in his words, or rather more intent upon the issue … He does not say that we try this circumcision and see whether it is better.  He does not even give it the name circumcision.  For what is he saying? ‘That circumcision is mutilation.’  For when this happens unlawfully, it is nothing but a curtailment of the flesh, ‘concision.’ Either this was the reason or else it was because they were trying to cut up the church in pieces.”  Homily on Phil 3:3
So then what is new for the Philippians?
1. Our Lord Jesus did not attack the practice at all.  In one shrewd way Jesus told the Jews that they have to break keeping the Sabbath if a male child has to be circumcised on the Sabbath.

2. The first council ever in the history of Judaism met in Jerusalem, “Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, ‘unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved. “(Acts 15:1). Please read carefully the next verse, and after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the elders (Acts 15: 2).  Then came the decision, “abstain only from things polluted by idols and from fornication and from whatever has been strangled* and from blood. 21For in every city, for generations past, Moses has had those who proclaim him, for he has been read aloud every Sabbath in the synagogues.” (Acts 15:19)
3. Circumcision was named here “mutilation.”  The Jews originally understood circumcision as a symbol of the relationship that existed between themselves and God, going back to Genesis 17.  As a sign of the covenant it created a social sense of pride.  The original meaning was lost like all rituals.
4. Paul’s argument is that all the works of the law are no more than raising an old flag of what has taken place in the past. This past has become an exclusive ethnic “boast.”  The Prophets saw that danger, and cried for inner devotion and dedication of the heart that God required which is the reason for such roles (Jer 4:4; Lev 26:41; Deut 10:16, 30:6). 
5. But for Paul this practice was done away with in Christ because a new covenant has replaced the old one.
6. This new covenant is established by the death and the resurrection of Jesus, so that “a man is not a judged by any outward sign.  The circumcision of the heart not by the written code” (Rom 2:28-29, Col 3:11).  Thus to insist on a purely physical and external rite as the means of securing salvation after the establishment of the new covenant was not only mistaken; it was lethal in the sense that was spelled out in Galatians 5:2-3, “Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you.  3 Once again I testify to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obliged to obey the entire law.”  Paul therefore attacks these champions of circumcision by calling them with a nickname; that they are katatomi, or “mutilation,” a term that was used in Greek from those who mutilate their bodies, “the cutters,” or “those who mutilate the body.”  This name was used for the priests of Baal in 1 King 18:28 and was used in the worship on the priest, Bacchae (Ancient Greek: Βάκχαι, Bakchai; also known as the Bacchantes, and the worship of Dionysus).  Here Paul did not use the common name for circumcision, peritome, but the katatomi which is a sarcastic appellation.  So Paul says: in Galatians 5, “11 But my friends, why am I still being persecuted if I am still preaching circumcision? In that case the offense of the cross has been removed.  12 I wish those who unsettle you would castrate themselves!”  So then what is new for the Philippians?
The Core of the Spirit

If the Philippians are called to watch the “mutilation” or “circumcision,” what is the core of the matter?  That “we worship God by the Sprit.”

1. Worship is the only word we have in English.  It means to give someone his “worth.” The Greek word here and in the NT is latreuontes from the verb latreuein which means “service” of a servant that has no payment. It was used for Yahweh in the LXX (Exod 23:25; Deut 6:13; 10:12, 20; Josh 22:27 and Rom 9:4).

2. The phrase “In Spirit” has led some to think that the Jews turned from this inner spiritual Worship of God from the heart (cf. Ps 51:17) to an external religion of ritual, where human ordinances displaced divine commands and where people honored God with their lips but not with their hearts.  The best verses are those of  Isaiah 29:13 quoted in Matthew 15:8-9 and Mark 7:6-7).
3. The Christian, using whatever outward forms such as music, flowers, candles, and now in the Emergent Church with icons and incense – all these should not act as means to our communion with God.  The Great Disaster is when all these become a necessity and our ceremonies may become the worship itself.
4. When our Lord was told that worship has to be on the “right” place, that is, Mont Gerizim of the Samaritans, Jesus replied it is neither on Gerizim nor even in Jerusalem.  Worshiping God is done “in spirit and truth” (John 4:23-24).  This is to say that Christians are those whose actions, including worship of God, are directed not by some external rituals or should be on holy places but what goes before worship are three basic facts:
a. We live in a world, which is full of the divine presence.
b. Because of the union of the divine and the human, there is no sacred and profane.
c. Our Mediator who brings us to eternal communion is the Lord Jesus.
5. The Spirit of God within us is for a purpose: to enlighten us (Rom 8:9; 14; 1 Cor 4:40).  The Spirit promised by the prophets (Ezek 36:25- 27), dwelling within us, gives life, power, and love, so that they can unite us to God where true and acceptable worship from the heart takes place (Jn 4:23-24; Rom 12:1; 1 Ptr 2:5).
6. Because of what Christ did for him, in Paul there is more involved than a simple contrast between external and internal religion. When Paul used worship by the Spirit of God, he is referring to at least three basic differences between the OT worship and the NT.  What are these?

a. We came to God the Father through His Son. We come as we are because of the divine love and divine longing of God to be in us and with us.
b. We receive from God the Gift of worship that is the Gift of the Life of both the Son and the Spirit. This is what we celebrate together and with God himself.
c. As we receive the divine life our life is transformed.
Boasting in Christ

Verse 2 – “And who boast in Christ Jesus.”  The verb “to boast,” (the noun is “boasting” is in Philippians 1:26 and 2:16), seems to be a favorite verb for Paul.  He uses it at least thirty times in his letters, and other NT writer’s it only twice.  In the NIV it is translated “to glory” but in the NRSV it translates “to boast in” and “to pride oneself in” (Philips and the NEB).  Why should Christians boast? Is it a sense of the triumphant?  If this is so, what is the reason for that boasting? 

1.
It is not because of accomplishments or personal goodness (cf. Gal 6:1) because it is in Christ Jesus. 

2. 
It is the richness of God’s grace that is rejected by the world but accepted by believers.

3. 
The joy of possessing in Jesus Christ eternal inheritance.

4.
Theirs is no hollow confidence in an external rite or earthly inheritance promised by the Law.

5. 
Belonging to the community of believers where there is no “right of passage”.

6. 
The ground of their full and exultant confidence is God himself, who always gives grace and mercy in this life and the next in Christ Jesus (Gal 6:14; Cor 1:31; 2 Cor 10:17). 

7. 
More important is the fact that Christians have pride not in what they may do by themselves to earn God’s favor, but only because God in his great love has already done for them in Christ Jesus what they can’t do in order to be accepted. 

8.
The Christ can boast because we have received new knowledge of the Fatherhood of God, which has been proved by the life, teaching and the death of Jesus for sinners and his resurrection for eternal life of the sinners. 
Do we have confidence? 

Verse 4 – “And who put no confidence, (literally Paul says) we have no confidence in the flesh, “en sarki.”   The word “flesh” is in itself an ambiguous word with a range of meanings, from physical flesh or earthly presence (Luke 24:39; Phil 1:24) to human nature (John 1:14), to fallen human nature (Rom 7:5; 8:9,10).  But here Paul at least is glancing at the rite of circumcision, an operation performed on the in the flesh – as the sign and seal of membership with community of God.  Paul pictures humankind at its highest and best, striving to achieve an acceptance before God, but without grace from God.  It pictures humankind coming with the privilege of ethnic origin, and ability to fulfil the law of God and to be righteous. Here the confidence is in the self, not in God.

Verse 4 – “Although I have good reason putting confidence in myself, I will not do so.” Paul puts faith in Christ as the only right way to God.  Circumcision and the works of the Law do not earn favor of God.  Even if we translate the Greek word sarx to “self” or “self-life,” Paul has no confidence. Three reasons are behind such a statement:

1. What we do in our daily life basically belongs to us and is from us to us.  All comes from us, and nothing comes from God.

2. We are the doers and that keeps God out.  We may invite him, but to what we are doing to our bodies.  So, we are back to the self.

3. Prayer is communion with God and that is two ways.  God comes to us constantly in Christ. The two-way traffic is the Incarnation where God and humanity were united forever.  This union does not depend on us and we made no contribution to this union.
Verse 5-6 – “If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.”

1. Paul refuses to rely upon himself to establish the righteousness demanded by God, but not because he thinks that he is inferior to anyone else.  First he mentions the very point that was their chief boast, the ritual of circumcision. He was, he says, “circumcised on the eighth day” (Gen 17:12; Lev 12:3; cf. Luke 1:59; 2:21).  So he makes it clear that he comes “of the stock of Israel.” By this language he shows that he is not a proselyte but born a Jew and on the eighth day he was circumcised. Also nor was he born of a proselyte background for he comes of the stock of Israel of the tribe of Benjamin. 
2. The Jewish identity is in no way ambiguous.  He does not come from a family that was only partially Jewish.  He was a plant of freedom, a son of Rachel the beloved, on whose behalf the patriarch himself endured slavery.
3. Next, Paul proudly affirms that he descended from the nation of Israel.  He means by this that he possessed all the rights and privileges of God’s people because he belonged to them by birth, not by conversion.  “Of Israel,” a genitive of apposition, refers here to the race and not to the patriarch.  This was the sacred name for the Jews as the notion of the theocracy, the people in covenant relationship with God (J. B. Lightfoot, St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians, 188, p, 224).  The name Israel calls to mind the glorious history of an illustrious nation (according to G. von Rad, K. G. Kuhn, and W. Gutbrod, NT Dictionary, Vol 3:356-91).  Belonging to the tribe of Benjamin is a pride expressed as the apostle writes these words; for the tribe of Benjamin, though small (Ps 68:27), was nevertheless highly esteemed: 

a. 
Its progenitor was the younger of the two sons born to Rachel, Jacob’s favorite wife (Gen 30:23,24, 35:16-18).  

b. 
Of all the sons of Jacob, only Benjamin was born in the Promised Land (Gen 35:9-19) and singled out as a tribe specially “loved by Yahweh” (Deut 33:12) 

c. 
From this tribe came Israel’s anointed king whose name the apostle carried before his conversion (Saul, in 1 Sam 9:1-2). 

d. 
The holy city of Jerusalem and the temple were within the borders of the territory assigned to Benjamin (Judge 1:21). 

e. 
The tribe of Benjamin remained loyal to the house of David at the time of the break-up of the monarchy (1 Kgs 12: 21). 

f 
After the exile, Benjamin and Judah formed the core of the new colony Palestine (Ezra 4:1). 

g. 
The tribe of Benjamin always held the post of honor in the army, a fact that gave rise to the battle cry ‘Behind you, O Benjamin!” (Judge 5:14; Hos 5:8). 
h.
The famous Mordecai, responsible for the national deliverance commemorated in the feast of Purim, was a Benjamite (Esther 2:5).  Paul seems to have inherited the good qualities of strength, courage, purity, and loyalty characterized his tribe.

Hebrew

Verse 5 – “I am a Hebrew born of Hebrew parents.” In addition, Paul can say that he is a “Hebrew of Hebrews.”  He may have meant by this there was no non-Jewish blood in his veins.  Or he may mean that, like his parents and grandparents before him, he was brought up to speak the Hebrew language.  He may also be saying that he is not like the Jews of the Diaspora who were Jews but spoke Greek and who allowed their style of to be affected by Greek customs and culture (Acts 6:1; 22:2; cf. 2 Cor 11:22) .

Verses 5-6 –  “As to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.”
Paul is saying, I keep the Law according to the best school of the Law ,that of the Pharisees.  The word “Pharisee” is used ninety-nine times in the NT.  This (Phlp 3-5) is its only occurrence outside the Gospels and Acts. The Pharisees were a “small” religious party in Paul’s day. We guess that from Josephus (Ant. 17.2.4 § 18.1.3 § 15;j W. 2.8.14 § 162-63), but they were the strictest of the Jewish groups (Acts 26:5) as far as adherence to the law was concerned.  Not content merely to obey the Law of Moses, the Pharisees bound themselves also to observe every one of the 365 commandments contained in the tradition.  The Pharisees scrupulously avoided even accidental violations of the law and did more than they were commanded to do (See, Moore, Judaism, vol 1:66; J. Jeremias, Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus, 246-67).  Paul, a son of Pharisees (Acts 23:6) and a disciple of the great Pharisee Gamaliel (Acts 5:34; 22:3), chose to be a Pharisee himself and set himself to be the most earnest of the earnest observers of the Jewish law (Gal 1:14).  In the days of Paul, “Pharisee” for Paul was not a term of reproach but a title of honour.

A letter from Philemon

Brother George,

May the joy of Jesus our Lord be always in your heart.  Be that Christian who fully lives for the Lord and the Lord alone.  If you add anything in your life to Christ, be sure your inner peace will be always fragile and can be destroyed by your needs and your hopes. Let Jesus be your only need, and Him as your only hope.  Then the whole world will be too small and has no power over you.

Pray for me

Philemon a sinner 

No date. July 1966
Pope’s Notes
Class Contacts
George & May Bebawi


Bob & Pam Walters 

403 Shoemaker Dr.



7831 A Somerset Bay

Carmel, IN 46032



Indianapolis, IN 46240

818-818-1487



317-694-4141 / 317-727-7917

No email for George


rlwcom@aol.com
PAGE  
East 91st Street Christian Church / Indianapolis / 317-849-1261 / www.east91st.org

