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Jesus: the Parable of Divine Love

A Study of the Parables – Lesson 12
The Parable of the Sower 
The Parable of the Sower (NRSV)
The three synoptic Gospels – Matthew, Mark and Luke – all report Jesus’ telling of the Parable of the Sower.  Here are the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) translations.

Matthew 13:1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake.  2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach.  3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.  4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up.  5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil.  6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away.  7 Other seeds fell among thorns and the thorns grew up and choked them.  8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  9 Let anyone with ears listen!” … 

(Matthew 13:10-17 explains why Christ speaks in parables)
The Parable of the Sower Explained

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower.  19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path.  20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy;  21 yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.  22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.  23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
Mark 4:1 Again he began to teach beside the sea.  Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land.  2 He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them:  3 “Listen! A sower went out to sow.  4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. 
6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away.  

7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain.  8 Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.”  9 And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” 

10 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him about the parables.  11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside, everything comes in parables;  12 in order that 

‘they may indeed look, but not perceive, 
and may indeed listen, but not understand; 
so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.’”

13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you understand all the parables?  14 The sower sows the word.  15 These are the ones on the path where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them.  16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, they immediately receive it with joy.  17 But they have no root, and endure only for a while; then, when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away.  18 And others are those sown among the thorns: these are the ones who hear the word, 19 but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things come in and choke the word, and it yields nothing.  20 And these are the ones sown on the good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 

Luke 8:4The Parable of the Sower

 When a great crowd gathered and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable: 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell on the path and was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up.  6 Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered for lack of moisture.  7 Some fell among thorns and the thorns grew with it and choked it.  8 Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.” As he said this, he called out, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”
The Purpose of the Parables

9 Then his disciples asked him what this parable meant.  10 He said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to others I speak in parables, so that 

‘looking they may not perceive,
 and listening they may not understand.’ 

The Parable of the Sower Explained
11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  12 The ones on the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.  13 The ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy.  But these have no root; they believe only for a while and in a time of testing fall away.  14 As for what fell among the thorns, these are the ones who hear; but as they go on their way, they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.  15 But as for that in the good soil, these are the ones who, when they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance.” 

Why Are There Different Versions?
1. In the Greek texts of both Matthew and Mark, the word “seed” was not used, but it was implied.  That is why it appears in Luke (seed is spora, used once in Luke 4:5).
2. Both Matthew and Mark say that the first seed was on the path and it was devoured by the birds.  Luke added “road” because in Palestine the farmer will plant the seeds and then will cover it with the soil that the plow will add.  This particular way was not known outside Palestine.  Luke made it clear that the fate of the first seed is the same.
3. Both Matthew and Mark provide us with identical fate of the first seed, “rocky ground.”  It lacked depth of soil, but Luke says it lacked “moisture.”  The difference is obvious, but the fate of the second seed is the same.  The lack of “moisture” should be seen again against the irrigation methods that depend on rain more than on running waters from rivers which is quite common in Asia Minor as well as in Palestine. 
4. The third seed was choked in the three Gospels by thorns.
5. The fourth seed is very interesting.  Mark says, 30, 60, 100, but Matthew says 100, 60, 30, while Luke is content with 100.  The agreement is on 100, giving the numbers from the lower to the higher is the Roman Army way of counting.  To start with the higher is the common Semitic way of counting.   
Verbal Inspiration and the Gospel of the Freedom of the Children of the Father. 

The basic differences between Taliban (Alternative spelling Taleban … Tālibān, meaning "students" in Arabic, is an Islamist militia group that ruled large parts of Afghanistan from September 1996 onwards) and the Gospel is what their flag declares: it has one line:     
1. There is one God and Mohamed is his messenger.
2. The Gospel does not stand or fall by the differences [with Islam, the Taliban, or any other religious group.]  The Gospel stands for:
a. Eternal divine human communion that has taken place and is given to us in the Person of the God-Incarnate Jesus Christ.
b. This is given not by words but by personal communion that was never lost throughout church history, until the rise of Biblical Criticism in Germany in the 18th Century.  Only since then and only in certain circles the verbal understanding of texts and words defined the relationship between Jesus and the believers.  Since then the church in the West became divided between those who speak of the “inerrancy” that is incapable of mistakes, and the opposite attitude of what was known as liberal.  Both have been shouting slogans at each other.
3. There is a great difference between “inerrancy” which is a negative way of speaking and “truth.”  But truth is God Incarnate Jesus Christ.  This Truth being a Person allows freedom of transmission and freedom of interpretation.  Why is this so?
a. Because personal participation in the life of any person like marriage can be destroyed by words usually quoted when the volume of anger is high enough to kill love.
b. Personal love is not subjected to words but takes its roots and nourishment from “deeds” or “actions”.
c. Many of our Critics did not know or ignored the Most Obvious Fact that the Event preceded and came first and then Words came later.  It is first the Event, and then the Words.  The Gospel is the life of Jesus that was not created by words but it is the life that provided the words.
4. Is it 30, 60, 100 or 100, 60, 30 or just 100? Well, the Taliban will look and note the differences.  Christians will look at the result that is the fruit.  Here freedom of transmission is based on one fact, the work of the “seed.”
5. More important is the fact that have  escaped many Critics that the NT does not use “words” but always word in the singular. Here are some good examples:
a. Word = logos and that is not the Person of Jesus  but the spoken word or saying 32 times in Matt as in 8:8,16; 10:14; 12:32,37; 13:19,20,21,22,23; 15:23; 22:46; 24:35; 26:44). In fact the total number in the NT is 330.
b. In John where our Lord was called Logos (John 1:1,2,3), the word not the Person of Jesus but just the word as in 4:37,39; 6:60; 7:36,40; 8:51,52,55; 10:19; 12:38; 14:24; 15:20; 18:9,32; 19:8,13; 21:23.  The total number in John is 33 times, not all quoted here.
c. Let’s read some of these from Matthew and John.  In Matthew 7:24-26 our Lord said according to the Greek: 

24 “Everyone then who hears this word of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.  25 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock.  27 And everyone who hears this word of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand.” 
Most of the English translations will use these words which are not according to the Greek.  In the discourse about marriage and divorce; Jesus says to the disciples: “But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this word, save they to whom it is given” (Matt 19:11).  It was translated “saying” or even “sayings in others.  In John 4:37 and 39 the Greek used “word” but it was not a word as we can tell that the Samaritan woman went and told her Village: “And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the word of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did.” (John 4:39).  Another good example from John 6:60 is after the long discourse on the Manna and the Bread from heaven the Gospel says: Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, “This is a hard word; who can hear it?”  There is a good reason for using “saying” or “sayings” and that is to make the meaning clear.  But what is lost is the old teaching that “word” means “the whole teaching” that is the whole discourse.  The significance of the use of the singular “word” has faded away.  It signifies: First the message. Second what is new and that is either what is given or the new relationship itself. This new is not in the words or even the word but the intention and relationship.
d. The NT has the Greek “rema” which means word and was used 56 times. It is the spoken word.
e. The meaning is meant in the use of the Greek “logikos” almost like “logic” in English.  Here are two examples: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service” ( Rom 12:1) it is the logiken latreian, that is the inner rational life as a whole.  One more example: “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet 2:2).  The word of Christ is the message.  This then is the word which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:1) and the most striking example is the text of 1 Cor 15:1,2.  It was correct in KJ but the  NKJ did not translate “word” and the text says:
 “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.” 
But here is the old translation of the underlined portion:
“if you hold fast the word which you also being saved”
Here is the entire passage in Greek:

 “Γνωρίζω δὲ ὑμῖν, ἀδελφοί, τὸ εὐαγγέλιον ὃ εὐηγγελισάμην ὑμῖν, ὃ καὶ παρελάβετε, ἐν ᾧ καὶ ἑστήκατε, δι᾿ οὗ καὶ σῴζεσθε, τίνι λόγῳ εὐηγγελισάμην ὑμῖν εἰ κατέχετε, ἐκτὸς εἰ μὴ εἰκῆ ἐπιστεύσατε. παρέδωκα γὰρ ὑμῖν ἐν πρώτοις ὃ καὶ παρέλαβον”
The word of the Cross and the word of the Gospel

῾Ο λόγος γὰρ ὁ τοῦ σταυροῦ  “For the word of the cross …” – 1 Cor 1:18
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. - New International Version (©1984) 
The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of God. - New Living Translation (©2007) 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. - English Standard Version (©2001) 
For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. - New American Standard Bible (©1995) 

For the message about the cross is nonsense to those who are being destroyed, but it is God's power to us who are being saved. - International Standard Version

 HYPERLINK "http://isv.org" (©2008)  
The Word (Message) Was Not a Theory 


(λόγος = “word” but it is translated to, “message.”
1. 
The first challenge comes from within, in the temptation to water down the “word (message) of the cross” so that it becomes less offensive, more palatable to the ordinary sensible mind.  We must of course acknowledge that many, alas, have offered caricatures of the biblical theology of the cross.  It is all too possible to take elements from the biblical witness and present them within a controlling narrative gleaned from somewhere else, like a child doing a follow-the-dots puzzle without paying attention to the numbers and producing a dog instead of a rabbit.  This is what happens when people present over-simple stories, as the mediaeval church often did, followed by many since, with an angry God and a loving Jesus, with a God who demands blood and doesn’t much mind whose it is as long as it’s innocent.  

2. 
The word of the Cross is not one word, but it is one declaration of God’s love, and it is his one word that has been confirmed by two things that can’t be broken or changed: The Oath and the Promise (Heb 6:21ff)

The Journey of the Word of God: a Letter from Philemon.

Brother George, 

Peace and eternal joy in Christ. You asked me the least qualified to tell you how the word of God works in us.  I think that the simple truth in the parable is enough unless you are looking for what is more which is beyond my understanding.  If we go back to the parable itself, we will notice: First is the generous son of man who gives all his word without asking about their readiness.  So the seed fell on different soils but the good one yielded fruit.  Second is that the problem is with the soil, the heart has [or, our hearts have] grown up in different ways of life.  Third, and that is the most important part of my letter, is the journey of the word of God in any human heart. 

1. When we receive the word of God as we read the Bible or hear it in church, the word stirs up all the sediments in our heart.  Some of us are able to move the rubbish by co-operating with God’s Grace.  Some see their filth and very quickly it is forgotten.

2. The word of God brings with it the presence of the Lord who is always waiting to enter our life.  The word is his knock on our door (Rev 3:21).  When we open the door the word of God ignites in us the fire of love according to our maturity.

3. The word of God interacts with our imagination and our thoughts.  Our Lord pointed to that when He was tempted in the wilderness and answered Satan from what God has spoken. 
My beloved brother, the word of God comes to us in our prayers. Our Lord told us that He will call his sheep. You have to knock on his door because Jesus said, “knock and it shall be opened.”  He was hinting at the personal word that He speaks to us.  This is the living word that is given to us in time of need.  Ask our beloved Jesus and Jesus will give you more than you can imagine.
May you keep the word of God in your heart, so that the word of God keeps you in the heart of God.  The heart of God is his “Beloved Son our Lord Jesus Christ”

Philemon a sinner.

23 August 1969
Martin Luther (1483-1546):  Sermon on the Parable
The following sermon is taken from volume II of The Sermons of Martin Luther, published by Baker Book House (Grand Rapids, MI).  It was originally published in 1906 in English by Lutherans in All Lands (Minneapolis, MN), in a series titled The Precious and Sacred Writings of Martin Luther, vol. 11.  The original title of this sermon appears below, “The Disciples of This Word.”  This e-text was scanned and edited by Shane Rosenthal for Reformation Link; it is in the public domain and it may be copied and distributed without restriction. Original pagination from the Baker edition has been kept intact for purposes of reference.

This Gospel speaks of the disciples and the fruits, which the Word of God develops in the world.  It does not speak of the law nor of human institutions; but, as Christ himself says, of the Word of God, which he himself the sower preaches, for the law bears no fruit, just as little as do the institutions of men.  Christ however sets forth here four kinds of disciples of the divine Word.
THE DISCIPLES OF THE WORD
1. The first class of disciples are those who hear the Word but neither understand nor esteem it. And these are not the mean people in the world, but the greatest, wisest and the most saintly, in short they are the greatest part of mankind; for Christ does not speak here of those who persecute the Word nor of those who fail to give their ear to it, but of those who hear it and are students of it, who also wish to be called true Christians and to live in Christian fellowship with Christians and are partakers of baptism and the Lord's Supper. But they are of a carnal heart, and remain so, failing to appropriate the Word of God to themselves, it goes in one ear and out the other.  Just like the seed along the wayside did not fall into the earth, but remained lying on the ground in the wayside, because the road was tramped hard by the feet of man and beast and it could not take root.
2. Therefore Christ says the devil cometh and taketh away the Word from their heart that they may not believe and be saved.  What power of Satan this alone reveals, that hearts, hardened through a worldly mind and life, lose the Word and let it go, so that they never understand or confess it; but instead of the Word of God Satan sends false teachers to tread it under foot by the doctrines of men.  For it stands here written both that it was trodden under foot, and the birds of the heaven devoured it.  The birds Christ himself interprets as the messengers of the devil, who snatch away the Word and devour it, which is done when he turns and blinds their hearts so that they neither understand nor esteem it, as St. Paul says in 2 Tim 4:4: "They will turn away their ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables." By the treading under foot of men Christ means the teachings of men, that rule in our hearts, as he says in Mt 5:13 also of the salt that has lost its savor, it is cast out and trodden under foot, of men; that is, as St. Paul says in ( Thas. 2:11), they must believe a lie because they have not been obedient to the truth.

3. Thus all heretics, fanatics and sects belong to this number, who understand the Gospel in a carnal way and explain it as they please, to suit their own ideas, all of whom hear the Gospel and yet they bear no fruit, yea, more, they are governed by Satan and are harder 
oppressed by human institutions than they were before they heard the Word.  For it is a
Luther, Disciples of The Word, continued

dreadful utterance that Christ here gives that the devil taketh away the Word from their hearts, by which he clearly proves that the devil rules mightily in their hearts, notwithstanding they are called Christians and hear the Word.  Likewise it sounds terrible that they are to be trodden under foot, and must be subject unto men and to their ruinous teachings, by which under the appearance and name of the Gospel the devil takes the Word from them, so that they may never believe and be saved, but must be lost forever; as the fanatical spirits of our day do in all lands.  For where this Word is not, there is no salvation, and great works or holy lives avail nothing, for [it is] with this, that he says: "They shall not be saved," since they have not the Word, he shows forcibly enough, that not their works but their faith in the Word alone saves, as Paul says to the Romans: "It is, the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth" (Rom 1:16).
4. The second class of hearers are those who receive the Word with joy, but they do not persevere.  These are also a large multitude who understand the Word correctly and lay hold of it in its purity without any spirit of sect, division or fanaticism, they rejoice also in that they know the real truth, and are able to know how they may be saved without works through faith.  They also know that they are free from the bondage of the law, of their conscience and of human teachings; but when it comes to the test that they must suffer harm, disgrace and loss of life or property, then they fall and deny it; for they have not root enough, and are not planted deep enough in the soil.  Hence they are like the growth on a rock, which springs forth fresh and green, that it is a pleasure to behold it and it awakens bright hopes.  But when the sun shines hot it withers, because it has no soil and moisture, and only rock is there.  So these in times of persecution they deny or keep silence about the Word, and work, speak and suffer all that their persecutors mention or wish, who formerly went forth and spoke, and confessed with a fresh and joyful spirit the same, while there was still peace and no heat, so that there was hope they would bear much fruit and serve the people.  For these fruits are not only the works, but more the confession, preaching and spreading of the Word, so that many others may thereby be converted and the kingdom of God be developed.
5. The third class are those who hear and understand the Word, but still it falls on the other side of the road, among the pleasures and cares of this life, so that they also do nothing with the Word. And there is quite a large multitude of these; for although they do not start heresies, like the first, but always possess the absolutely pure Word, they are also, not attacked on the left as the others with opposition and persecution; yet they fall on the right side, and it is their ruin that they enjoy peace and good days.  Therefore they do not earnestly give themselves to the Word, but become indifferent and sink in the cares, riches and pleasures of this life, so that they are of no benefit to any one.  Therefore they are like the seed that fell among the thorns.  Although it is not rocky but good soil; not wayside but deeply plowed soil; yet, the thorns will not let it spring up, they choke it.  Thus these have all in the Word that is needed for their salvation, but they do not make any use of it, and they rot in this life in carnal pleasures. To these belong those who hear the Word but do not bring under subjection their flesh. They know their duty but do it not, they teach but do not practice what they teach, and are this year as they 
were last.
Luther, Disciples of The Word, continued
6. The fourth class are those who lay hold of and keep the Word in a good and honest heart, and bring forth fruit with patience, those who hear the Word and steadfastly retain it, meditate upon it and act in harmony with it.  The devil does not snatch it away, nor are they thereby led astray, moreover the heat of persecution does not rob them of it, and the thorns of pleasure and the avarice of the times do not hinder its growth; but they bear fruit by teaching others and by developing the kingdom of God, hence they also do good to their neighbor in love; and therefore Christ adds, "they bring forth fruit with patience." For these must suffer much on account of the Word, shame and disgrace from fanatics and heretics, hatred and jealousy with injury to body and property from their persecutors, not to mention what the thorns and the temptations of their own flesh do, so that it may well be called the Word of the cross; for he who would keep it must bear the cross and misfortune, and triumph. 
7. He says: "In honest and good hearts." Like a field that is without a thorn or brush, cleared and spacious, as a beautiful clean place: so a heart is also cleared and clean, broad and spacious, that is without cares and avarice as to temporal needs, so that the Word of God truly finds lodgment there.  But the field is good, not only when it lies there cleared and level, but when it is also rich and fruitful, possesses soil and is productive, and not like a stony and gravelly field.  Just so is the heart that has good soil and with a full spirit is strong, fertile and good to keep the Word and bring forth fruit with patience.

8. Here we see why it is no wonder there are so few true Christians, for all the seed does not fall into good ground, but only the fourth and small part; and that they are not to be trusted who boast they are Christians and praise the teaching of the Gospel; like Demas, a disciple of St. Paul, who forsook him at last (2 Tim. 4:10); like the disciples of Jesus, who turned their backs to him (John 6:66). For Christ himself cries out here: "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear," as if he should say: O, how few true Christians there are; one dare not believe all to be Christians who are called Christians and hear the Gospel, more is required than that.
9. All this is spoken for our instruction, that we may not go astray, since so many misuses the Gospel and few lay hold of it aright.  True it is unpleasant to preach to those who treat the Gospel so shamefully and even oppose it.  For preaching is to become so universal that the Gospel is to be proclaimed to all creatures, as Christ says in Mark 16:15: "Preach the Gospel to the whole creation;" and Ps. 19:4: "Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world."  What business is it of mine that many do not esteem it?  It must be that many are called but few are chosen.  For the sake of the good ground that brings forth fruit with patience, the seed must also fall fruitless by the wayside, on the rock and among the thorns; inasmuch as we are assured that the Word of God does not go forth without bearing some fruit, but it always finds also good ground; as Christ says here, some seed of the sower falls also into good ground, and not only by 
the wayside, among the thorns and on stony ground.  For wherever the Gospel goes you will find Christians. "My word shall not return unto me void" (Is. 55:11).
Luther, Disciples of The Word, continued 

WHY CHRIST CALLS THE DOCTRINE
CONCERNING THE DISCIPLES AND 
THE FRUITS OF THE WORD A ‘MYSTERY’
19. But what does it mean when he says: "Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God", etc.?  What are the mysteries?  Shall one not know them, why then are they preached?  A "mystery" is a hidden secret, that is not known: and the "mysteries of the kingdom of God" are the things in the kingdom of God, as for example Christ with all his grace, which he manifests to us, as Paul describes him; for he who knows Christ aright understands what God's kingdom is, and what is in it.  And it is called a mystery because it is spiritual and secret, and indeed it remains so, where the spirit does not reveal it.  For although there are many who see and hear it, yet they do not understand it, just as there are many who preach and hear Christ, how he offered himself for us; but all that is only upon their tongue and not in their heart; for they themselves do not believe it, they do not experience it, as Paul in 1 Corinthians 2:14 says: "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God!"  Therefore Christ says here: "Unto you it is given," the Spirit gives it to you that you not only hear and see it, but acknowledge and believe it with your heart.  Therefore it is now no longer a mystery to you.  But to the others who hear it as well as you, and have no faith in their heart, they see and understand it not; to them it is a mystery and it will continue unknown to them, and all that they hear is only like one hearing a parable or a dark saying.  This is also proved by the fanatics of our day, who know so much to preach about Christ; but as they themselves do not experience it in their heart, they rush ahead and pass by the true foundation of the mystery and tramp around with questions and rare foundlings, and when it comes to the test they do not know the least thing about trusting in God and finding in Christ the forgiveness of their sins.

20. But Mark says (4:33), Christ spoke therefore to the people with parables, that they might understand, each according to his ability. How does that agree with what Matthew says, 13:13-14: He spoke therefore unto them in parables, because they did not understand?  It must surely be that Mark wishes to say that parables serve to the end that they may get a hold of coarse, rough people, although they do not indeed understand them, yet later, they may be taught and then they know: for parables are naturally pleasing to the common people, and they easily remember them since they are taken from common every day affairs, in the midst of which the people live.  But Matthew means to say that these parables are of the nature that no one can understand them, they may grasp and hear them as often as they will, unless the Spirit makes them known and reveals them.  Not that they should preach that we shall not understand them; but it naturally follows that wherever the Spirit does not reveal them, no one understands them. However, Christ took these words from Isaiah 6:9-10, where the high meaning of the divine foreknowledge is referred to, that God conceals and reveals to whom he will and whom he had in mind from eternity.
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