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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #13
Being in Christ – Philippians 3:7-9
Philippians 3:7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.  10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 12 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Gain and Loss

Verse 7: Paul is expressing himself in powerfully in almost poetic phrases, rhythmic expressions successively introduced with “whatever gain” whatever profit, setting up the two opposites that are gain and loss.  To gain and to lose go together.  Christian life begins by losing or surrendering something that is part of our old  life. But why should we do that? 

1. It is impossible to start a new life, as a Christian without the cross for the cross is the true mark of our turning away from a life that has no sense of giving.

2. Our break way from the old life where sacrificial love is at minimum and humility is less dominated is needed to secure a fresh beginning 

Paul surrenders everything for Christ.

1. Our Lord used this motif of loosing and gaining in (Matt 16:26).

2. Paul here used one Greek word for loss (zemia) which is singular. It is very powerful, to count the loss as just one loss and not many.

Why is loss pertinent?

The new can’t be a continuation of the old.  If we look at Paul’s life before he became a Christian, he was without blame as far as the demands of the Law.  He belongs to the great tribe of Benjamin; he is a Jew and a Pharisee.   So what did Paul see in the new teaching that demanded a break with all that makes his life?

1. The Law can’t reach the core of the root of sin.  It has its outward judgment but the Law does not judge the intention of the heart.

2. Acceptance by God is not a bargain, nor the result of good works.

3. Grace is God’s gift and thus the human effort to receive grace is of no value at all. Paul even discovered that “the circumcision,” the sign of the covenant, is also worthless because of the free grace.
4. The end result is Paul did not put confidence in himself in his “flesh,” for “self-life” because it is God who took the initiative to give him His Free Love without demanding anything and without any condition, “Love without reason is the hardest gift in our human history because humans are always looking for a reason for anything they do or have   

5. Here we can understand that there is now trust in whatever was and is in past life.

Conversation with Philemon

Why is it hard to abandon our old habits and our loved sins?

My dear friend Philemon looked at me and said that there is a parable which is very well known (in Egypt) that says, “Whoever let go of his past will lose his way.”  He smiled and told me gently: there are two kinds of past life.  The first is the evil that we have done out of ignorance.  The second is the evil that we did with full knowledge that this action is evil but we nevertheless committed it. The first does not linger in our for long and dies in time.  But the second stays with us for much longer time. Then he asked me if I know why an evil action that I have committed with love and free will lives longer in my mind and comes back to me and can capture my will again in spite of the fact that I want to get rid of it?  “No,” I answered negatively.  Then he said, “I am sorry to say that the church does not teach the subject of repentance according to the biblical teaching that is according to faith and love.  To repent means to love differently, a love that frees the will and the mind form the old knowledge by discovering the new love.  Love is not just a feeling; this idea is a drastic mistake!  With love there is knowledge; there is no love without knowledge. We know and therefore we love, but we love and thus we know.  This creative power that is love is divine and it is divine in the life of the most sinful humans.  We drink it with the milk that we suck as babies; we look for love as long as we are alive.  But this means that love seeks the “other” and that can be an object like your books or your job or in my case it is my monastery.  Love has reasons, and that is why love turns to evil when it drinks from the well of knowledge.
How can we correct or rather heal our memory? 

Philemon looked at me and said: “If you are asking about the duration of time I can’t tell you how long it will take you to get rid of the old evil or painful things. But let me divide these old memories into three different brands: 

· The first is the evil that other people did to us.  These are very easy if we can get rid of our hidden anger and pray for forgiveness. 
· The second are things that we did in haste and out of foolishness.  Here humility is the true medicine, as we confess our ignorance to the Lord and pray that the Holy Spirit pours his divine love into our heart.  We become more free every day.
· The Third are those evil things that come out of our self-love. These are hard because we put our being in the actions, and made these actions as our being, because these actions come from self- love. 
So, we need to embrace the cross and learn how we love like Jesus.
I tell you of a bitter remedy that not everyone can accept and that is to love as Jesus loved.  Before you ask me, I tell you that this love has two sides: the first is not to wait to be loved because this feeds your self-love, but love those who don’t love you and this will tame a little your self-love.  If you can ask the Lord with your little love and courage to live like Jesus, your memory will not be a problem, because you live for Jesus and you seek to be “Jesus like.”  Your being is no longer centered around your self (ego),  but your self will be that self that does not live for its own sake. 

(Dialogue April 5,1966)
‘Because of Christ’
Literally dia ton christon was translated as “because of the sake of Christ” (RSV, NIV) or “for Christ” (KJV).  So what precisely does Paul mean by this? He does not mean that he made this reassessment “for Christ” or “I have taken a great risk for Jesus’ sake.”  Rather, Paul means that his own outlook on life was radically altered since that Revelation on the Damascus road.  Jesus, who was persecuted by Paul, is that one who called Paul so Paul gained understanding that Jesus was the Christ.  Paul now longs for and works for the Christ who had appeared to him personally.  Remember that on the road to Damascus Paul asked, “Who are you Lord?”  Since then “Jesus is Lord” (Acts 9:5) became Paul’s confession and his chief message (Rom, 10:9; 1 Cor 12:3; Col 2:6).  The impact of Christ upon Paul’s life was so radical that from that moment on the Damascus road Paul never wavered in his fidelity to the decision then made.  Paul’s conversion experience included turning his back on his former life the sudden and his heritage and achievements. 

We are different from Paul

1.
Many Christians feel less than Paul.  For example those who still have their occupation, and their aspirations are not radically differently from what they were before encountering the living Christ.  It is important to remind ourselves that Paul moved from a set of an old Religion that is Judaism that has a watertight life to a life that has no Law operating on a daily basis.
2. 
The New faith is totally different, for everything is centered on the Person of Jesus and that means:

a. 
No obligations at all to win God’s favor.

b. 
All humans are equal because the ethnic origin does not give any form of privilege or advantage in relation to God.
c. 
Past life does not count whether it is good or evil because Christ came for all and the quality of [one’s] life does not add anything to grace.

d. 
Paul gave up his past advantages precisely because they were the very things that hinder him from coming to God. These could have made him lose grace itself.

e. 
Paul knew that if He did not surrender all to Christ, Paul would have no access to God (Eph 2:18).

What is supreme?

Verse 8 – “More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” 
Whatever Paul had as a gain from the law, Paul counted as loss.  The law served as a pedagogue (Gal 3:24, “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith” KJV).  Paul preferred what is superior.  Having tasted the grain, Paul threw away the refuse.  For refuse means the denser and harder part of the chaff.  It carries the grain but is discarded once the grain has been collected. 
What is supreme or literally excel?

The knowledge of Jesus and here it is genitive and literally, the Lord of me, so we can read the knowledge of “Christ Jesus the Lord of me”. So what does this mean?

1. It can mean to be known by Jesus (See, 1 Cor 13:12 and this is like the controversial case which is also genitive, pistis christou, the “faith of Jesus” (Rom 3:22) translated the “faithfulness of Jesus.”
2. Some argue that both statements are objective genitive so it means Paul’s knowledge of Jesus as Lord and to this we may add here that this is personal knowledge: Christ Jesus the Lord of me.  It is possessed like what an owner possess.

3. Knowledge is gnosis and it does not mean only the intellectual knowledge but also the mystical knowledge attained by divine revelation. Here and in the rest of the Letters, it is:

a. Personal appropriation

b. It is participation in the life of Christ 

c. The mind that understands and the heart that can see are working together.

Knowledge of the Heart 

This was referred to in early Christian writings as “what we perceive by the nous” and that is the intellect that is working by a kind of intuition.  The best illustration is the sudden knowledge of a meaning of a verse, which we have read several times but never understood. Then suddenly without any preparation or even a commentary, we get the meaning and feel a deep joy and peace.
Here is a good example of the heart’s knowledge.  This is dialogue among M, J, and G on the sinlessness of our Lord Jesus Christ

M. Said that if sin is missing the mark and the mark in the life of Jesus is his love for the Father, then Jesus could not sin.

G. said that this good.

J. Agreed.

G. Said that our Lord told the adults among the Jews that: unless they become like children they will not be able to enter the kingdom of God.  Children were not under the obligation of the Law until the age of 12.  So if God gives the kingdom to “children” it means [it comes] to those who do not come to the kingdom by doing the works of the Law.  Jesus did not live by the Law, not because He is above the Law but because Love is much higher than the Law.  The Law defines sin outwardly but Love defines sin inwardly.  So the One Who came to give us the kingdom wanted us not to do what the Law requires but what God Who is Love demands from us.
Rubbish and Gain

Verse 8 – “For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him”
1. All things are rubbish or literally, skubala, which is used once.  In Classical Greek it means what is thrown to the dogs, usually the remains of food that has rotted.  It also means dung or the excrement of bad food.  Rubbish or trash.

2. Paul is making a comparison between the dirty rubbish and the gain, so the loss is not only great but in fact needed.

3. “In order that I may gain Christ” (RSV) can be translated as “for the goal of gaining Christ” and to this Paul added his best way of saying “I am a Christian” – “I am in Christ.” To be in Christ literally is being found in Him.” This means:
a. Now as I stand before God the Father

b. This is how it will be on the last Day of Judgment.
c. Most certain is that Paul is “incorporated” in Christ.

Righteousness through Faith 

Verse 9 – “not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ.” 

1. Now what does he mean, “not having a righteousness of my own,” that righteousness that the law can give?  Paul can only have called it his own righteousness because, although it was from the law, he used to think that he could fulfill it with God.

2. Righteousness comes from faith, which means that it is a gift of God.  For since this righteousness belongs to God, it is an unmerited gift.  And the gifts of God greatly exceed any achievements of our own zeal. 
Letter from Philemon

Brother George,

Peace and Joy in our Love Jesus our Lord, the Love of the Father that was revealed in our flesh.  You wrote to ask about being in Christ.  This is too simple for anyone to understand, but is too hard for anyone who seeks to analyze the good news.  I thought that this is a high mystical knowledge for the great Mystics of the church.  Some of our brothers here in the monastery told me that it is in the writings of St. Isaac the Syrian.  I ran to the Library and borrowed his homilies but understood very little.  But I did not give up.  I went to my Teacher our Lord Jesus and I told him, “I am your love, so please tell me why did Paul your love wrote these kind of words?”  I locked myself [in my cell] and prepared myself for a long solitude but the Lord Jesus while I was dozing spoke to me in his gentle voice. Jesus said, “You are in me Philemon because I have your humanity. This is the first step towards our union.  I am in you because of your love and I don’t live in you according to your love but according to my love. You are in me because I have died for you.  Try not to analyze this but try to understand that I have removed death as an obstacle so that nothing in you may hinder me.  Just love me and let this love teach you.  Love unites not by knowledge, but by giving up all that hinders union such as extreme self-love. If you love me as you love yourself, then you will discover me hidden in the depth of your heart.”

I was hesitant to write these words to you but these words were said to a simple-minded person like me who has no one to teach him.

Pray for me

Philemon a sinner loved by Jesus

March 2nd, 1967
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