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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #14
Crucified with Christ – Philippians 3:10-11
Philippians 3: 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
Paul’s Knowledge

Paul has his intimate knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord …
1. It is intimate and personal (verse 8). 

2. Paul now defines the goal of his life stating that his utmost desire is to know Christ fully.

3. This kind personal knowledge of Christ is the knowledge of the two personal events that shaped Jesus: the resurrection and the crucifixion.

4.  But knowing the power of the resurrection, the communion of the sufferings of Jesus is what penetrates the everyday events of Paul’s own life. 

5. Paul must know the power of the resurrection before he encounters the communion of the suffering.  Paul participates in Christ’s sufferings, through which every Christian must pass, to understand and experience the life-giving power of the Risen Lord.

The Power of the Resurrection

God’s power was manifested in raising Christ from the dead.  This is the divine power that is now displayed in the new life the Christian receives from the Risen Christ by sharing this power with Christ.  Paul’s faith leads him to enter into a deeper personal relationship with his Lord and to become more like Christ each day, being continually conformed to Christ’s death.  This is part of his dying-and-rising-with-Christ that is the mark of the Paul’s life.
“That I may know him. … ” This expresses the goal to know Christ, not to know “about” Christ.  Here is what we mean.
1. To know any person is to share his or her life, such as food, accommodation, income, etc.  It is that sharing that makes us able to see, to watch, to love or even reject.

2. To know about a person is to collect every bit of data but not share it or to make it fundamental to the relationship.

3. So, how do we share Christ’s life so that we may know him?

a. Accept his teaching as a way of life.  That leads us straight to the mind of Jesus.

b. The teaching of Jesus is about how to be human.  This may be vague to some of us.  But to be human is what we are.  First, go back to the great commandments. Second, if we are prudent enough, we soon will realize that the teaching of Jesus is exactly his own personal life.  There is no duality in Jesus between his teaching and his person and his love.

4. 
Alternative readings to “That I may know Christ …”: 

a. Either “know Christ” as the ultimate goal towards which the apostle sets his life; 

b. Or this is tantamount to saying that Paul desires to “gain Christ” and be united perfectly with him.

c. This relational knowledge of Christ is above all and more essential than all things to the extent that everything is loss and must not be compared.  So what is this relational knowledge?  It comes from a highly valued person who becomes the centre of life that life as a whole is defined by the relationship with this person 

Divine Theophany
“That I may know him” recalls the divine theophany that took place on the road to Damascus, and this was only the beginning of Paul’s journey to know the risen and exalted Lord.  It was Paul’s first taste of grace.  He had been brought by grace into an intimate personal relationship with Jesus, and from that time on Paul had made his goal to know Christ.  Paul found in Christ everything:

1. Paul saw God in Christ, and without Christ there is no God in his life.

2. He discovered love.
3. Paul encountered the wisdom and inexhaustible fullness of knowledge.

4. Paul knew the superiority of the Gospel to all he had in his past.

5. For Paul, knowing Christ is knowing the power of Christ’s resurrection and Paul’s own desire to be united to Christ (verse 9); to be continuously living in him a continuous participation in Christ.
Communion of His Suffering

1. The Greek koinwvian (koinonian) is now translated as “fellowship” of his sufferings, and together with the “power” form a single unit: the two phrases intend to explain what is meant by “knowing Christ” through this entire phrase, “the power of his resurrection and the communion of his suffering.”  Each expression draws attention to two sides of the reality of knowing Christ: 1) knowing the power of Christ’s resurrection to go through the 2) experience of sharing his sufferings.
2. Communion is participation, where the person and the event(s) that have shaped the life of the Person are in fact one.
3. The inversion of the power of his resurrection and communion of his suffering is an emphasis on the reality that one can’t be separated from the other.
A Dialogue with Philemon
George: How do you understand Paul’s words in Philippians 3:10, where the power of the resurrection and the communion of the suffering are put in that order?
Philemon: No one can share the suffering of a crucified life without the power of the resurrection. 

George: How do you understand this expression, “the power of His Resurrection”?
Philemon: The crucifixion and the resurrection have shaped the very being of the Son of God Incarnate.  The crucifixion made Jesus’ life self-giving and the resurrection made this self-giving his power of life victorious over all obstacles: death, time and space. After his resurrection Jesus entered the Upper Room while all the doors were closed. He raised the dead before he died on the cross, but now after the resurrection Jesus comes to all of us who are every where in the world to give us life and to free us from death.”
4. Paul has learned that as a convert his suffering would be his lot as one called to be an apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 9:16).
5. “Of his resurrection” means the power that emanates from his resurrection.  The resurrection is viewed in this text as a present, continuously active force in Paul’s growth as a believer.  For this power of his resurrection is the life-giving power of God, the power which he manifested in raising Christ from the dead, and which he now manifests in the new life which the Christian receives from the risen Christ and shares with him.
6. The word “power” occurs 118 times in the NT, 48 of which are in Paul. The Greek is like the English “power” in that it has a wide range of meanings including “power, might, strength, force; ability, capability.”  In Paul’s letters, especially Colossians and Ephesians, God’s power is a prominent motif (Col. 1:11, 29; 2:12; Eph. 1:19; 3:7, 16, 20; 6:10); a range of other terms is employed such as energy, ισχύς (ischus), strength, might and κράτος (Kratos) might.
7.  “The communion (fellowship) of his sufferings.”  Paul employs his favorite term “communion” which is best understood in an active sense of “participation.”  To what does the expression refer?  And in what sense can Paul know the communion of these sufferings? The Greek word pathema means suffering, affliction.  In the Greek tragedies it means “misfortune.”  In the NT (except for Heb. 2:9) it is always used in the plural.  Apart from the rare meaning of ‘passion, impulse’ (Gal. 5:24; Rom. 7:5), its usual sense is “suffering” (Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 1:5-7; Col. 1:24; 2 Tim. 3:11; Heb. 2:9, 10; 10:32; 1 Pet. 1:11; 4:13; 5:1-9). In (Rom. 8:18 and 2 Cor. 1:5-7) Paul uses the word to designate the afflictions in which all Christians participate as part of the sufferings of Christ. 
Suffering as an action and a thing

The most common Greek verb used in the English NT for “to suffer” is Paschw (πάσχω), pascho  (Matt 16:21; 17:12; 27:19; Phil 1:29; Heb 2:18; 5:8; 9:26; 13:12)

The most common Greek noun for suffering is Pathema (πάθημα) Rom 8:18, 2 Corinthians 1:5, Colossians 1:24, Heb 2:9, 10; 1 Pet 1:11; 4:13; 5:1)
It is of critical importance to notice that suffering is not what achieved our salvation.  The apostle Paul used other terms:  blood, cross, and death.  Christ’s sufferings death of the cross are not what brought our freedom and forgiveness.  There is no doubt that Jesus suffered, but it is the death itself that made us free. We are not saved by the pain but by the death which is painful, for our death was abolished by the death of our Lord, not by his suffering 

1. All Christians participate in the sufferings of Christ for mission, and in the way the world stands in total opposition to Christ. 

2. Suffering with Christ is a necessary road that leads to being glorified with him (Rom 8:17).  Afflictions are not able to separate us from the love of God in Christ (Rom 8:38-39).  At the end, they lead to hope and glory (Rom 5:3).
3.  Sufferings of this present time (Rom 8:18) are not worth comparing with the glory to be revealed.  Paul had his share in physical sufferings such as imprisonment, floggings, beatings, hardships, and privations of different kinds (2 Cor 11:23-28) as well as mental anguish (2 Cor 1:4-11, 8; 11:28).  For Paul, as he was participating in Christ’s sufferings, the tribulations through which every Christian must pass, so he desired to understand and experience God’s power that was manifested in Christ’s resurrection.
  Becoming like Him in His Death  

Symmorphizomevos  tw thanatw autou literally means being made conformable unto his death.  Why did Paul want to reach that state of being?
It is not meant to be like Christ in his sacrificial death.  It is a death to the self that even Jesus has when Jesus died.  This is the meaning of “conformable”, “to conform oneself,,  “to be like.” This is a “hapax logomenon” occurs only once within a context, yet it brings to our mind Romans 6:1-12 (Do not let sin reign in your mortal body).  If we look at the words of (Rom 6:1ff) we can read it in this way: “If we have become growing or planted together, (we and Jesus) with Him in the likeness of His death… if we died with Christ, we believe that we will live with Him.”  If we go back to Philippians 3:10, the etymology of “becoming like him” comes from the Greek morphe meaning shape or appearance, and then symmorphizw means “to grant or invest with the same form.” This occurs nowhere else in the Greek Bible, although the cognate adjective means “having the same form, similar in form,” which turns up later in this chapter (3:21) as well as in Romans 8:29. This verb, probably coined by Paul, is one of a series of compounds commencing with syn that the apostle employs to describe the truth that he and all other believers have been incorporated into Christ and indissolubly joined with him so that by sharing in the events of his death, resurrection, ascension, and future glory, they share in the life of the Savior.  So, Paul can speak of being crucified with Christ (Rom 6:6, Gal 2:19), of being buried with him (Rom 6:4; Col 2:12), of having been raised or made alive with him (Rom 6:8; Eph 2:5, 6; Col 2:12, 13; 3:1), and made to sit with him (Eph 2:6), as well as suffering with him (Rom 8:17) and being glorified with him (Rom 8:17; cf. Eph 3:6; 2 Tim 2:12; 1 Cor 4:8). 

But what is this conformity? 

In what way the apostle being conformed to Christ’s death?  And was this a reality just for him, or was Paul calling us to walk with him and to take the same way?  And if it is a call for all Christians is it Pauline or is it the teaching of our Lord Himself.

Historical answers: 

1. It is self-identification with Christ crucified as a matter of daily experience as an anticipation of bodily death of martyrdom for Christ’s sake. This may be for the very few and not for the whole body of believers.

2.  Paul saw himself threatened with martyrdom.  That is why he wrote about his expectation. 

3. Conformity with the Sufferings of Christ, mean that the sufferings that Paul experiences in fulfilment of his apostolic ministry are similar to those through which Jesus passed during his earthly life. This is seriously flawed for this interpretation does not really explain the significance of the present tense used in Verse 10 as something happening already.

4. Dying with Christ is a call for a full incorporation that is part of the dying-and-rising-with-Christ found so frequently throughout Paul’s letters.  Paul participates in Christ’s sufferings, which is what gives Paul strength to ask for the power of his resurrection.  Paul is continually being conformed to Christ’s death.  The passive voice of the Greek, which is not clear in English, “being made conformable unto his death,” implies that it is God who is engaged in this transforming activity.  If we add to this that the apostle speaks about the believer’s being united with Christ in his death as a past event (Rom 6:4-6; Gal 2:19; Col 2:20; 3:3) and the use of the perfect tense in Romans 6:5 and Galatians 2:19, this indicates that this past event of the crucifixion of Jesus has continuing effects in the present as well.  In Philippians 3:10 it shows how there is participation and union with Christ in his death on the cross and is waiting for the resurrection. 

5. More important is that Paul is re-introducing the Lord’s teaching: "Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  For the Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and then He shall reward every man according to his works." (Matt 16:24-27 KJV)
6. The decisive break with the old life, where sin and death are ruling like a king can take place in the life of a Christian when the old life is put to death by the deeds of the body (Rom 8:13), or all that rules our life alienated from God (Col 3:5).  “Dying with Christ” in Philippians 3:1ff is the apostle speaking of continuing to count all things as loss for the sake of knowing Christ Jesus his Lord (Verse 7, 8; cf. also 2 Cor 4:7-10, esp. Verse 10). 

Dying with Christ: A summary of a dialogue with Philemon

1. We have inherited an overwhelming desire to be autonomous and the same opposite desire to love and to be loved. Both desires are what constitute our nature as humans.  Our struggle starts when one of these two become dominant in our life. 

2. Christ came to restore balance and harmony between these two. He told us to “renounce our selves” to dethrone our autonomy but not to destroy it. To renounce means to reject the ruling power of autonomy. Then to carry the cross and to follow Jesus is to love the Lord and to live as Jesus lived. Here to love and to be loved is freed from the dominance of our autonomy. Our being is now shared with Jesus who came to share His being with us. 

3. Our cross is our individual sharing into the suffering of Jesus. Each one of us has his own cross. We carry our cross and the NT used the singular form because the cross is also the common sharing of all Christians. 

4. We are not saviours of he world but we are saved form the world by following Jesus.
“If somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.”

1. The Greek word ei pws means “perhaps” or “if somehow,” and seems to introduce a kind of uncertainty.  Paul is certain about the resurrection, as a solid hope for the Christian (1 Cor 15:20; 2 Cor 5:1).  But here it is an expression of expectation. Maybe Paul was expecting to witness the general resurrection in his lifetime. 

2. Paul could not have doubts about his sharing in this resurrection from the dead.  Since Paul received the power of the resurrection of Jesus, he sometimes introduces conditional clauses of expectation (Acts 27:12; Rom 1:10; 11:14.)

3. But why has this form of expression been used and what precisely does it indicate?  Paul was looking forward confidently to the final day as one who is in Christ and having God’s righteousness.  Even his long text speaks of his baptism into Christ as a foretaste of the final resurrection (Rom 6:5; 2 Cor 4:14; Eph. 2:6; Col 2:12).  But in his life, all events that are intervening have the suffering and the end of suffering is uncertain but the resurrecting is certain.

A letter from Philemon

Being crucified with Christ

My dear brother,  

Peace and joy in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  I received your letter which came at a time where I was debating the same question with me and with the Lord.
What does it mean that we should renounce our life and carry our cross and follow Christ?
I have been here in the monastery trying to learn in what way I renounce myself and never stop at doing my own will but that of Christ.  This is the meaning of following Christ.  Our Lord Jesus Christ did not call us to be crucified without Him, for He was crucified between two thieves, symbolizing that He is in the middle (Jn19: 18) of those who are crucified with Him.  One He took with Him to Paradise, the other died.  The cross is not by itself the end or the goal of our life.  Jesus called us to do two things simultaneously: to crucify our life and to follow Him.  If we continue living our crucifixion without following our Lord we become more separated from Him and fall into an empty pit.  But, if we do the two together, the first part is our moving away from our old life and the second part is stepping into the new life by the grace of God and in fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  The first step alone will increase our selfishness.  In our own little community you can see how some of the brothers who have chosen the ascetic life are short tempered and the least loving.  This is due to the fact that they are living in an empty pit, and you too my beloved brother, renounce your life because you love the Lord and let any other love either be sanctified or to put to death for the sake of the love of Jesus.
God created us according to His image and likeness and that means we are given a nature that is able to receive and to give.  We need to receive God’s love in order to renounce our old life and give the same love according to our own maturity in order to continue living as the image of God incarnate Jesus Christ.  If we give without receiving, our emptiness will destroy us.  But, if we give and receive at the same time, we grow up.  Here I have to warn you, as my dear brother, that receiving and giving is not measured by quantity, but, by quality.  And the true measure of everything we do is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ who received the love of God the Father in order to offer His life as a sacrifice for redeeming us from our sinful life which falsely considers receiving as the only way of life. 

I hope that I have answered your questions.  Have peace and joy in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Philemon

A Sinner

January 24, 1969 

Homework for next Wednesday
Please read Philippians 3:12-16:

12 I don’t mean that I have already attained my goal or have already been perfected. No! I still press on so as to grasp this goal because I was indeed grasped by Christ Jesus

13 My brothers, I do not consider myself to have grasped this goal. Just one thing I have to focus on: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I run straight towards the goal in order to win the prize promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus.  15 So then, let those of us who are mature have this attitude of mind. And if there is any point on which you think differently, this, too, God will make plain to you.  16 In any case, let us live up to whatever truth we have already attained.

What do you think …

1. What is that goal that Paul likes to attend to?

2. Does Paul not consider himself to have grasped this goal?

3. What is the exact meaning of “been perfected”?
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