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Jesus: the Parable of Divine Love

A Study of the Parables – Lesson 14
Parables of Evangelical Wisdom
REMINDER – Our end-of-session carry-in dinner is Wednesday, May 4, 6:30 p.m., in the E91 Community Room.  Food sign-up is this week and next in class or send an email to Pam at nana.10554@yahoo.com.  Our last Parables class is next Wednesday, April 27.
The Wisdom of Jesus
Very rarely we speak of the Wisdom of Jesus, in spite of the fact that there are parables that are loaded with the theme of wisdom.  In the Parable of the Children in the Marketplace (Matthew 11:16-19 / Luke 7:31-35) Jesus himself appeals to wisdom.  In the Gospel traditions, Jesus of Nazareth was presented as a teacher of wisdom.  This is clear from Matthew 11:28-30 where Jesus is portrayed explicitly as a teacher of wisdom.  In Luke 11:31 Jesus refers to “the wisdom of Solomon” and then declares that, by virtue of His teachings, “something greater than Solomon is here.”  Jesus was referring to himself.  
Jesus bequeathed some aphorisms and sayings that can appeal to wisdom, for example, some are in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:19-20, 24, 34; 7:6, 13-14; etc.).  But here as well as in the Gospels we are dealing with a particular brand of wisdom.
Two Different Builders and Two Different Houses
Matthew 7:21-29
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’  23 Then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you evildoers.’

24 Everyone then who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice will be like a prudent (wise) man who built his house upon the rock; 25 and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house, but it not fall, for it had been founded on rock.  26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice will be like a foolish man who built his house upon sand; 27 and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell; and great was the fall of it.  28 When Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.”
Luke 6:47-49

47 (Jesus said), “I will show you what someone is like who comes to me, hears words, and puts them into practice.  48 That person is like a man building a house, who dug, went down deep, and laid a foundation upon rock; and when a flood arose, the river burst upon that house, and could not shake it, because it had been built well.  49 But the person who has heard and has not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation; upon which the river burst, and immediately it collapsed; and the destruction of that house was great.” 

Luke and the Gentile Environment 

1. Matthew handed over the rain that can become a flood.  Luke adapted the same teaching to a flooding river.  This is very easy to understand; flooding rivers were known outside Palestine.  In Palestine there was one great river the river of Jordan. Flooding of the Jordan was very rare.
2. Luke mentions the common way of building by digging to reach the “rock” while Matthew was brief.  But the end result is the same.  Houses build on a  rock foundation will appeal more to the Greek-Roman builders who left for us some good monuments that are still standing.

Wisdom in the Sermon on the Mount
1. The parable in Matthew comes specifically within the Sermon on the Mount after Jesus’  words (7:21) and even the demonstration of outstanding charismatic gifts of prophecy and exorcism (7:22) are in themselves of less value.  The disciple of Jesus who is wise not only listens to Jesus’ teachings but follows them as well.
2. Matthew 7:22-23 “Depart from me, evildoers.”  There may be some who, in the beginning, believed rightly and assiduously laboured at virtue. They may have even worked miracles and prophesied and cast out demons. And yet later they are found turning aside to evil, to self-assertive deception and desire. Of these Jesus remarks that he “never knew them.”  He ranks them as equivalent to those who were never known by him at all.  Even if they at the outset had lived virtuously, they ended up condemned.  God knows those whom he loves and He loves those who single-mindedly believe in him and do the things that please him.” Cyril of Alexandria, Fragment 88 on Matthew.
3. In 7:24 the prudent person is the one who has heard “these words of mine” that is, the teaching given throughout the Sermon on the Mount.  The Greek word phronimos means “prudent” but can also mean wise.  It is used in three other parables (Matthew 24:45/Luke 12:42; Matt 25:2, 4, 8-9; Luke 16:8) and it has OT background in the wisdom books (LXX passages Prov 3:7; 11:12, 29; 14:6; Sir 22:4). 
4. Prudence has its place in Greek philosophical tradition.  In Plato it is the inner part of man (Symp. 199a; Theaet. 154d) and (Phaed 7) souls had phronesism, that is,  “receptivity.”  Linguistically Plato differentiates between sophia as purely intellectual knowledge from the more practical phronesis but he can use the two with no more precise distinction.
5. In OT the one who observes and keeps the Torah is wise (Prov 2:1-2; Jer 8:8-9; Sir 9:14- 16; 19:20; 38:34; 39:8).  But here the one who observes the teachings of Jesus by putting them into practice is the wise. Phronimos (“wise” or “prudent”) also appears in the parables of the Faithful or Unfaithful Servant, the Ten Virgins, and the Unjust Steward so it is a common word.
6. The Prudent will build a house on “rock” (not on “a rock”).  This was known in many parts of Palestine.  The topography of Galilee inland from the Mediterranean Sea to Upper Galilee in the North and to the Sea of Galilee in the East includes hilly and mountainous areas of sandstone, basalt, calcareous (chalky) rock, and limestone. Portions of Judea around Jerusalem have a limestone base.  The Temple at Jerusalem stood securely on a rock base according to Isaiah 28:16.  Rock is also a metaphor for a solid, stable foundation (Ps 40:2; Sir 40:15).  Rock is also a metaphorical name for God and frequently pictured as the rock on whom one can be secure (2 Sam 2:2; Ps 18:2; 3 1:2-3; 71:3, etc.)
The Rock

1. 
In his book Jesus and the Victory of God, volume 2, 1996, page 292, N. T. Wright understood the house built on the rock as a clear allusion to the Temple and sees this parable as “a dire warning that his (Jesus’) way is the only way by which his followers may avoid ultimate disaster.  Unless Israel follows the way Jesus is leading, the greatest national institution of all is in mortal danger.” 

2. 
Kenneth E. Bailey in his study, Inverted Parallelisms in Literary Structure and Rhetorical Strategies in the Hebrew Bible, 1996, pages 14-30,  also finds allusions to the Temple because Luke’s words “laid a foundation upon rock” (6:48) are an allusion to the rabbinic eben shetiyah (“stone of foundation”) tradition based on Isaiah 28:16.  According to the Talmud (Yoma 5.2), stonemasons building the second Temple found a slightly raised stone in the Holy of Holies.  Bailey thinks that Jesus claimed to be this foundation stone promised by Isaiah.  This is supported by other NT texts where Jesus is referred as the stone in Isaiah 28:16.  Although Isaiah 28:16 was not quoted in this parable and Jesus did not say openly that He is the foundation stone, the parable speaks of a foundation (singular themelion) on a rock (petra).  But Isaiah 28:16 does not mention a rock at all, but refers to a cornerstone (akrogoniaios) set in the foundations (plural themelia).  Both passages do use the idea of a secure foundation in a time of storm, but that is common language in spite of the fact that there is no other connection between these texts. 
3. 
The eben shetiyah is part of the Jewish tradition that the Temple is the “navel of the earth.”  The NT does not point anywhere to this tradition.  The parable focuses rather on the rock (petra), and the date of the eben shetiyah is questionable.
4. 
If the Rock is a metaphorical name for God and frequently used in the OT (2 Sam 2:2; Ps 18:2; 3 1:2-3; 71:3), then Jesus is saying that He is the solid foundation and that his teaching is the way without any allusion to the Temple or any other images.

Jesus’ Teachings are More Difficult Today 

Does the teaching of this parable fit with Christian salvation theology that we very often hear?  It might be better to ask if today’s salvation teaching fits with the teaching of Jesus.  We may believe in Jesus, but we do not accept his ideas.  Christian salvation teaching often emphasizes faith apart from practice.  Faith here is no more than a set of certain doctrines that are offered after being stripped from their goal. 
Here are some examples of practical doctrines:
1. Trinitarian life is the divine community of love.  Trinitarian love is the model and the source of our love.

2. Atonement means forgiveness of all other injuries.
3. Justification by faith through grace means no one is better than the others.

4. Confessing Christ as Lord is not a statement, but it is a new relationship between Jesus who is the “First Born” among brothers and sisters who have to be treated as we treat Jesus.

5. What is missing from our teaching even on faith is that faith does not mean just trust but living faithfully according to his teaching.  Faith is not just accepting a statement but is being like Christ and to take on board his attitude to everything.

A Note from Philemon
My friend, the friend of Jesus and his own brother,

Peace and joy to you from our First Born our Lord and Savior.  What is faith? If you want a statement (definition), I can’t give you what you want.  Faith is a vision of how Jesus lived as a human and how we should live like Him.  Faith grows by love and when we love we trust and trust is the beginning of faith.  Faith is tested by the movement of our will.  If we accept Jesus as Teacher of Life, and that Jesus our Beloved came to show [how] and to help us to live like Him, then our will driven by love will accept [Him and] that is to obey Him.  I hesitate to mention “obedience” which has been misused by some of our teachers to the extent that obedience became a synonym for slavery and subjection. This is not in the Bible and is not known to us in the teaching of our Lord.

My brother, please study the teaching of Jesus and make it your vision and you will be like him.  May the Lord Jesus guide you in your journey.

Pray for me,

Philemon a sinner.  
What is Required from a Disciple?
1. Not to become a victim of external circumstances.  In Matthew 7:25 are three elements of circumstances: heavy rain, unexpected floods, and extreme winds.  These are the calamities that were known and still are known everywhere not only in Palestine during the rainy season (October to April), especially from November to February when 70 percent of the rain falls annually.  When rain falls in significant amounts, it comes down from the mountains and hills of upper regions where portions of some 40 inches can fall at various times during the rainy season.  It fills the valleys quickly and creates streams that run so fast that they can demolish anything on their way.  Winds were and still are known to come across the Mediterranean Sea and can be fierce.  Language of storms and floods is often used as a metaphor for destruction and especially of God’s judgment in many examples (2 Sam 5:20; Job 22:16; Ps 69:2, 15; 88:7; 124:1-4; Isa 8:7-8; 28:2, 13-22; 30 Ezek 13:10-16; 38:22; Nah 1:8; Wis Sir 40:13)
2. A disciple is the one who hears the words of Jesus and puts them into practice.  A disciple who lives in this way will not destroyed by the calamities that may come. These calamities are what can happen in this life.  Some interpreters think that they refer to the final judgment.  But storms are used as a metaphor (Ps 6:10-12; 107:28-29) for testing ordeals.
The Disciple and the Circumstances of Life
1. The disciple who is wise and is not foolish is the one who has laid a good foundation. In Matthew 7:26 the “foolish” person stands in contrast to the wise one (as also in Matthew 25:2-3, 8). Building a house upon sand is possible, particularly along the coastal plain of Palestine where sand and sand dunes extend inland for several miles at places.(C Condor and H  Kitchener, Survey of Western Palestine, Volume 1, p 261)
2. What is a good foundation that will last longer and can stand against the upheavals of this life?  Origen of Alexandria (3rd century) says: “For neither death nor life nor angels nor other things can separate us from the love of Christ (Rom 8:38).  Neither can the flooding of rivers, as in the lands of Egypt and Assyria, do harm. Only those are harmed who build on sand, who practice the wisdom of the world.  The winds that blow are like the false prophets. All these, coming together in one place, “beat upon” the house.  If it is founded on rock, they do no harm.  In Proverbs it says The way of a snake is not to found upon a rock (30:19).  But in the form of temptations and persecutions, which may mount into a flood, they beat upon even the one who seems to be well-founded.  The house falls if it does not have Christ as its basis and foundation.  But the truly wise person builds one’s house “upon a rock.” This is the way the Lord builds his church – upon the rock, with steadfastness and strength.  This is why the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt 16:18).  All the persecutions that fall upon that house accomplish nothing. The house is founded upon the rock, Jesus Himself.” Fragment 153 on Matthew.
3. Foolishness brings with it its own punishment.  John Chrysostom (5th century) says:  “Jesus was right in calling this one a fool, because what could be more brainless than building a house on the sand.  For such a one endures the work of building but deprives one’s self of the fruit of one’s labor and of relaxation, experiencing punishment instead of benefit.  For it is surely clear to everyone that even those who follow a wicked path have to sweat in labor.  Even the robber, the adulterer and the false accuser have to work and strain so that they can bring their evil to completion. But they not only reap no benefit at all from these labors but also experience much loss.  For Paul was implying this when he said, The one who sows to one’s flesh will reap corruption from one’s flesh.  Who are these persons who build on the sands? Those who are given up to fornication, debauchery, drunkenness and anger – they are building on sand.”  Homily 24:3 on the Gospel of Matthew.

A Note from Philemon: Evil Has No Foundation

Beloved brother in the Lord, be aware that evil may look attractive and even good just like the old tree (Gen 2:17) but evil has no foundation and it comes to an end.  First, evil lacks the divine sustenance and receives no life from God the Father our Creator. Look around you and see how evil brings with it its end.  This may take time, but the end of all evil is well known.  It will collapse.  Don’t be discouraged by its long course and its ability to live.  The end will come.  Evil carries within it its own distraction because it builds on hate, division, greed and other vices, and these create resistance.  This resistance incite others to rise up.  What is planted in life by evil men will eventually destroy itself.  Watch and see the end of those who were seeking to destroy your life.
May our Victorious Lord Jesus give you the endurance to see the end of evil but don’t rejoice in that.  Rather, rejoice in the Lord who protected you from being sucked into the temptation that will make you evil.

Philemon a sinner asks your prayer.

2nd July 1972  
The Mind of Jesus

1. Jesus the man and also the Lord who inspired Israel and created the prophetic school of wisdom looks at the life of those who follow him as their Teacher and lay the foundation of the Evangelical Wisdom. What is this Evangelical Wisdom or the Gospel Wisdom?
2. It looks ahead all the time. The future has to be calculated according to the Gospel school. This school invests in the life and development of humans.  It does not build systems but provides grace because systems can’t create life.  The Gospel Wisdom is that persons who come together and acquiring the love of Jesus and share their life become a model of a secure community that is not controlled by a system but lives the creativity of love according to 1 Cor 12:1ff.  This is summarized (Matt 7:21- 23) to do the will of God rather to acquire the gifts of prophecy and to cast our demons.
3. The Gospel Wisdom puts grace before the Law.  This means growing up by faith, love and hope.  It is the exercise of freedom that can heal sin not the punishment that usually plants slavery and resentment.
4. The Gospel Wisdom does not accept despair at all.  “Love does not fail” says Paul and that is intrinsic part of the Atonement.
5. The Gospels were written as “books of Wisdom of the Incarnate God.” On every part there is a portrait of Wisdom.  One obvious portrait is maintaining the dignity of sinners.  Another one is abolishing the transcendence of God who rules his Kingdom not by power but by weakness and acting against all human systems.  This is so dangerous that we avoid it out of fear. (More can be said but it is better for you to make your own discovery)  

The Tragic End
In Matthew 7:27 the house fell, and its fall was great (NIV: “it fell with a great crash”). The sand under a house can be washed away by the coming of streams down the hills or mountains, making it vulnerable to heavy winds.  This saying is close to the parable: “Wisdom to a fool is like a house in ruins” (the wisdom of Sirach 21:18).

 Luke’s Commentary on the Parable

1. The parable is at the very end of the Sermon on the Plain that is the valley after Jesus came down from the Mount (Luke 6:20-49).  Jesus is not impressed by those who follow him and call him Lord: “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you?” (6:46). Jesus is not keen on words but on “actions” that reveal the will.
2. In Luke 6:47 the verse contains an additional verb that was not used in Matthew, the hearer and doer “comes” to Jesus, signifying that he or she is not just one who hears but the one who follows. This is interesting indeed, for to “hear” in Hebrew means to accept and do but to “follow” in the Gentile Milieu is to become a disciple.
3. Luke 6:48 is more detailed than Matthew’s version, for the house builder builds upon rock.  The care in building the house and the detail reveals good knowledge of Roman Engineering: three activities are specifically listed: a. he dug, b. he went down deep, and c. he laid a foundation.  This was translated in the NRSV (“who dug deeply and laid the foundation”) – as well as those of the RSV, NEB, and NIV, but these translations do not capture the full sense of how hard the man worked.
4. While Matthew has three elements of bad weather (rain, floods, and winds), Luke has only one, a “flood,” a term found only here in the NT.  The term refers to the overflowing of a river.  It is used, for instance, to refer to the annual inundation of the land along great rivers like the Nile of Egypt.  If the old tradition that Theophilius who was addressed in the book of Acts was an Alexandrian Jew, it is easy to understand the specific mention of a river flood.  Matthew’s list of calamities corresponds to the Palestinian environment.  Luke’s singular portrait of a river rising and overflowing is more fitting for a non-Palestinian setting of the author and his readers. The imagery is that of a river overflowing near a house.  Furthermore, that river “burst upon” (proserexev) the house.
5. In Matthew’s account the house stands because it is built on rock.  In Luke the house not only stands but is not even shaken.  The house is sturdy because it is well built as a result of extensive labor: digging, going deeply, and laying a secure foundation.
6. The disciple who does the teachings of Jesus is compared to such a builder.  That person is well prepared for the “rush of mighty waters” the “time of distress” (Ps 32:6) and can be considered sound.  The true disciple hears the words of Jesus, indeed the word of Jesus is the word of God, and does it (8:21; 11:28).

Why Did Luke Drop the Use of Foolish and Wise?

Luke uses neither the term for “wise” nor the one for “foolish” while Matthew is explicit. One obvious reason is that wisdom has a long history among the Gentiles as a human endeavor unrelated to God.  The opposite is true in Judaism before and even after the spread of Christianity.  Luke pushes the main point in the teaching of Jesus to the front line that is the practice.  This is the sign or the test for being a disciple of Jesus.    
Two more Wisdom Parables: Luke 14:25-33
25 Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them,
26 "Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.  27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?  29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’  31. Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand?  32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace.  33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.  34 Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?  35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; they throw it away.  Let anyone with ears to hear listen!"
Questions for Next Week?
1. What does it mean to carry the cross and why is this almost a condition for becoming a disciple?

2. Do you think that the first parable Luke 14:28-30 is about money, cost, or planning?

3. What is the heart of the second parable?   
Class Contacts
George & May Bebawi


Bob & Pam Walters 

403 Shoemaker Dr.



7831 A Somerset Bay

Carmel, IN 46032



Indianapolis, IN 46240

818-818-1487



317-694-4141 / 317-727-7917

No email for George


rlwcom@aol.com
PAGE  
East 91st Street Christian Church / Indianapolis / 317-849-1261 / www.east91st.org

