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Jesus: the Parable of Divine Love

A Study of the Parables – Lesson 15
Epilogue

This evening is our last Parables class.  What a great study it has been!

Our end-of-session carry-in dinner is next Wednesday, May 4, 6:30 p.m., in the E91 Community Room.  Anyone is welcome whether they have been a regular class attender this session or not … it’s always good to see old friends!  Food sign-up will again be in class this week or send an email to Pam at nana.10554@yahoo.com. 
Rediscovering the Teaching of the Lord

1. The plague that hit us in the 18th century and still invades our very understanding of the Person of Jesus was a collection of various currents:

a. The hegemony (domination, authority) of systems of theologies inherited from the Middle Ages that were given the task of Biblical interpretation according to the systems.  In other words churches traditions were and still gave the right interpretation of the Bible.

b. The use of the OT as a key interpreter of the NT, while the NT is the light and the OT is the shadow that does not exist without the light.

c. Using secular understanding of Law and Justice to explain grace and forgiveness.

d. Avoiding the Teaching of Jesus or minimizing it for the God of Wrath and  Vengeance to the extent that OT events such as the Flood and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah were inserted into the one Atonement theory of the Father who is so angry with sinners that He must take His just action by putting His Son to death to satisfy the demand of Justice.

e. A strange neglect of the Resurrection of Jesus and avoiding His Resurrection [and instead] to favor His Coming for Judgment.

2. Subjecting the two sacraments or mysteries Baptism and the Lord’s Supper to philosophical understanding rather than understanding them in their Biblical context which cut off the mystical or the divine spiritual communion between believers and Christ and the Holy Spirit to give more room to mental concepts of a mental relationship.  This severed the inner life of believers from Christ and led to the lack of any teaching of inner discipline.  Now we see the explosion of what is called “spirituality.”  In the last 25 years we have seen more than 20,000 books on spirituality, some of them borrowed from Zen Buddhism, Islamic Sufism and the wide current of the New Age.

3. The loss of the authority of the Bible:

a. Under the attack of Biblical Criticism.

b. The Rise of Fundamentalism to combat Darwinism.

c. The wide spread of little communities and small churches who break away from Mega Churches, normally led by pastors who have no knowledge of the languages of the Bible: Hebrew and Greek, or have elementary knowledge of  Greek using books that gives the meaning of the Greek word in English without looking at its background in the Septuagint.  I was surprised to discover that R.C. Ternch, Synonyms of the NT, [a reference] that was published in 1876 was unknown.  It was re-published by Hendrickson in 2000.

4. Worship and Doctrines were split early at the end of the 20th century because the majority of worship leaders are indeed good musicians but have very little knowledge of theology and some never were exposed to history of Christian Worship.  Worship itself is the only road to God the Trinity and to Christ our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who is the Leader of the NT Worship.  If Christian Doctrines were understood without or apart from our Communion with the Trinity in the Son and through the Holy Spirit, the result is that Christianity has no heart and has been made a big Drum that makes a loud noise and leaves humans with a noise but with empty hearts.  
The Bright Dawn

1. Signs of Hope came early about 20 years ago when the Paulist Press began publishing the largest collection ever in Western Hemisphere: The Classics of Western Spirituality.  This collection runs to many volumes and for the first time put in the hands of the Laity English Texts from the 3rd century such as Origen of Alexandria to 17th century Angelus Silesius.  There is one good volume on Luther and Calvin.  To go back to that great Christian Heritage demands a fair knowledge of Church History and very good command of theology.
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 the  from the perspective of understanding the progressive Revelation of God to humanity from Creation throughout the OT and NT.  It particularly focuses on the epochs of the Old Testament in order to understand how each part of it ultimately points forward to fulfillment in the life mission of Jesus Christ.  The motivation for this branch of theology comes from such passages as (Luke 24.27): "And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [Jesus] explained to [the disciples] what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself."   Thus, Biblical theologians suggest that, in order to understand the intended meaning of a Biblical text, one must understand what the text points toward or back to.  For instance, when reading about the sacrificial system in the OT and the failure of that system to give a full expression of the NT Sacrifice, and likewise, when a NT  text refers back to the OT, for example, of Jesus being the son of David and heir of the coming covenant.
3. Christian understanding of progressive revelation differs from Islamic understanding. God was not revealed in a book called the Quran but God revealed Himself  to humans and that in successive revelations of God each revelation completed the former and added to them with a new truth.  The Christian model within biblical theology sees the concept of revelation as progressive; each new truth supports, expands, and stands upon former revelations of God's truth like building with bricks. This progressive revelation ultimately climaxes in Christ.  
a. The birth of biblical theology as a significant and separate discipline can be traced to J. P. Gabler (professor at the University of Altdorf, Germany) who in 1787 pointed [to it] upon his inauguration as professor at the University.  He was the first person who used the term “biblical theology” and called for a separate discipline apart from the dogmatic emphasis of systematic theology (Gabler, Johann P. “An Oration on the Proper Distinction between Biblical and Dogmatic Theology and the Specific Objectives of Each.” In Old Testament Theology: Flowering and Future. Sources for Biblical and Theological Study. Edited by Ben. C. Ollenburger. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2004).

b. For further reading: Geerhardus Vos (Biblical Theology: Old and New Testaments), Herman Ridderbos (The Coming of the Kingdom.  Catholic Scholars have entered this arena and published good studies.                     
Returning to the Teaching of the Lord
The audience round Jesus: Pharisees, Scribes, tax collectors, prostitutes, zealots (terrorists), fishermen, women (one of them was demon possessed), broken sick people, and many who were demon possessed.  To this mixed crowed, Jesus is very often attacks in a subtle way the common religious teaching. 
1. He speaks of unconditional forgiveness in these parables: 
a. The Unforgiving Slave (Matthew 18:23-35)
b. The Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16)
Both of these parables say that mercy supersedes anything and forgiveness is given freely.

2. Jesus taught love, extraordinary love for the lost:

a. The Lost Sheep (Matthew 18:12-14//Luke 15:4-7)
b. The Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10)
c. The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)
This teaching broke away from common Jewish teaching that good person can do [no] good because he does not keep the Law and is regarded by those who keep the Law as an “infidel,” for example, the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).  Moreover, the parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18:10-14) is an attack on false piety based on the Law. 

3. Parables about the Kingdom:

a. Parables of Father’s work that does not need human contribution, and the joy of discovering the Kingdom (Matthew 13, Mark 4, and Luke 13)

b. The Growing Seed (Mark 4:26-29)

c. The Wheat and the Weeds (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43)

d. The Mustard Seed (Matthew 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-19)

e. The Leaven (Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21)

f. The Treasure (Matthew 13:44)

g. The Pearl (Matthew 13:45-46)

5. Teaching new form of wisdom that is part of the life in the Kingdom:

a. The Wise and Foolish Builders (Matthew 7:24-27//Luke 6:47-49)
b. Building a Tower (Luke 14:28-30)
c. The King Going to War (Luke 14:31-33)
d. The Unjust Manager (Luke 16:1-8)
e. The Faithful and Wise Slave (Matthew 24:45-51//Luke 12:42-46)
f. The Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13)
g. The Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21)

h. The Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31)

6. How God works in the New Covenant
a. The Sower and Its Interpretation (Mark 4:3-8, 13-20//Matthew13:3-8, 18-23//

Luke 8:5-8, 11-15)

b. Children in the Marketplace (Matthew 11:16-19//Luke 7:31-35)

c. The Two Debtors (Luke 7:41-43)

d. The Friend at Midnight (Luke 11:5-8)

e. The Father’s Good Gifts (Matthew 7:9-11//Luke 11:11-13)

g. The Unjust Judge (Luke 18:2-8)
h. The Waiting Slaves (Mark 13:34-37//Luke 12:35-38)
i. The Talents (Matthew 25:14-30)
7. Parables Specifically about Israel

a. The Barren Fig Tree (Luke 13:6-9)

b. The Two Sons (Matthew 21:28-32)

c. The Wicked Tenants (Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19;

d. The Wedding Banquet and the Feast (Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 14:15-24)
e. The Slave and his Duty (Luke 17:7-10)
8. Parables on the Day of Judgment
a. The Net (Matthew 13:47-50)

b. The Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13)

c. The Talents and the Minas (Matthew 25:14-30; Lk 19:11-27)

d. The Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46)

A Birds Eye View

The Parables are built on one basic principle: relationships.
1. 
[This is a] relationship that has mercy and love, not the Law.  It is not contrary to the Law but it is not a fulfillment of any Law that was known even now.  What inspires a Master or Lord to forgive a “big debt”?  There is only one answer “mercy”.
2. The kingdom has come.  It is the Father’s rule in Love.  How can any enter the Kingdom?  By accepting it without requirement.  It is a common mistake to separate Jesus refusing to “stone” the woman caught in adultery from the parable of the Prodigal son, the lost sheep and the lost coin.  Jesus was firm; there are no requirements.
3. Jesus taught us to be vigilant like the Ten Virgins and to calculate the cost as in the parable of building the Tower and to consider the future carefully.
4. Please add your own comments.
Letter from Philemon
Brother George,

May the joy of Jesus dwell in your heart and remove all the obstacles your mind creates.
These are the concepts that we formulate because of our inclination to imagine the Father of our Lord Jesus as we imagine all earthly things around us.  We do that in spite of the fact that our Lord called the Father by a name that we hardly use in our talks, “heavenly Father.”  Be on your guard and watch your heart.  At any time you discover that your peace is shaken or that your joy in Jesus is diminishing – my beloved brother – this comes from one source: hidden attitude that leads us to recreate the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and make Him an image of ourselves.
Please wash your heart by embracing the teaching of our Lord in His great and life giving parables.  These parables were what brought sinners to the Kingdom and made the Tax Collector Levi an apostle and the demon possessed Mary Magdalene a messenger proclaiming the resurrection of Jesus.
I know why it is difficult to accept free grace because this does not happen in our daily life.  We rarely witness giving for no purpose, and that is why divine grace is far from those who measure the work of the heavenly Father with what we know about human life.
One more warning to you.  If you ever feel down, dry, and far away from our Beloved Jesus, be sure that this is a good time for you to reflect on the kind of love you have in your life as a whole and how this love is stirred up by outside stimulant. This means that your love is not watered by the Holy Spirit. 
Pray to have this everlasting flame.

Philemon asks for your prayers.
6 Jan 1969  
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