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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #16
Citizens of Heaven and Enemies of the Cross

Philippians 3:17-21

Philippians 3 17 Brothers, be united in imitating me and pay careful attention to those who live according to the pattern we gave you.  18 For as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many others live as enemies of the cross of Christ.
19 Their destiny is eternal destruction, their god is their own fleshly impulses (or “their belly”), and what they glory in will turn out to be their disgrace (“shame”) at the final judgment. Their whole orientation is earthly.  20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from where also we eagerly await our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  21 He will transform our weak mortal bodies to become like his glorious body by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control.

Imitate the Good
Verse 3:17: Brothers, be united in imitating me and pay careful attention to those who live according to the pattern we gave you.  
Compare this with what Paul said before, “beware of dogs.”  Now, Paul directs them to what they ought to imitate. If anyone wishes to imitate me and tread the same path, let him not do alone but in union with the others. A good teacher does not teach using only words only but also through deeds.  In military training, all must learn how to co-ordinate and co-operate otherwise the line can be broken at any moment of a conflict.  
Words and deeds are not different 

“True Christian life is not one that has words but lacks a model.  Words without deeds are evidence of the lack of apprehension and assimilation of the Incarnation of the Son of God.  Jesus our Lord is the only one who lived up to what he said, but let us be like him to save our life from hypocrisy.  When your words and your deeds are the same, then you are truly in the kingdom of Christ, but if you say something and do the opposite you are far away from Jesus and you are alien to him who died for you ”
– Philemon 

False Teachers
3:18.  For as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many others live as enemies of the cross of Christ.
Tears speak louder than words.  Paul expresses heartfelt affection when he describes the evils suffered by those who do not live the life of Christ.  Paul says, “I say it with tears.” A true teacher does not speak of the falseness and failures of others with pride but with tears.  This is not just the sin of weakness but it is the false teaching that Paul has encountered already and has opposed before among the Galatians.  By treacherous proceedings they were destroying the churches by misusing the name of Christ.  Paul speaks of these people with grief and tears.  They were impeding the salvation of the faithful by raising questions about the eating of or abstinence from food.  It is as though salvation was in food or as if God himself has a belly, and thus God has a delight in food or in practice according to the law.  Those who glorify circumcision of their private parts not only put the Law before Grace, they are putting the sign of the old covenant on the new covenant and by such action they destroy both covenants.
Why this is false?
Think of the words of our Lord in Luke 5:33-39 (also Mark 2:22): “And they said unto him, why do the disciples of John fast often, and make prayers, and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; but yours eat and drink? And he said unto them, can you make the children of the bride chamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days. 
And he spoke also a parable unto them; No man puts a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new makes a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agrees not with the old.  And no man puts new wine into old wineskin else the new wine will burst the wineskin, and be spilled, and the wineskin shall perish.  But new wine must be put into new wineskin; and both are preserved.  No man also having drunk old wine straightway desires new: for he said, the old is better.
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A man-carrying Wineskin by Niko Pirosmani
Pick and Mix

This was and still is the most common “slogan” of the New Age Movement. What is evil about that?

1. Blindness to the fact that different sources have their own emphasis and their own goal.  The “no self-idea” that is fundamental among Buddhists can’t be in harmony with the Christian teaching where the creation of man is according to the image of God (Gen 1:17).
2. Re-Incarnation or now called re-birth contradicts the very foundation of Christianity, for the Incarnation is where the divine revelation of humanity has taken place.  The resurrection of the body is also the eternal joy because it is not a prison but is an integral part of the human life.
3. Mediation is good but it is not a replacement of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, to be calm and to learn how to focus is excellent, but to have joy and peace in time of sadness and oppression is what our minds can’t produce.
What is wrong in Pick and Mix?

1. It is the back way to salvation by good works, where we are the center of our life that is closed by the system we learn, and shut the door to the grace of God.
2. It is also the best mask that hides apostasy because Jesus did not come to teach a system but to give life.  If our churches today try to make Christ a system, the dreadful outcome is that salvation comes from what we have created not from what God has given us.
The Enemies of the Cross

Paul knew them. But who are these “enemies of the Cross”?

1. Paul says in verse 17, “pay careful attention to those who live according to the pattern we gave you.” So these have a different kind of life from that of the apostolic life.  They were professed Christians, but their lives have lapsed into what Paul says, literally, is “their god in their belly.”
2. They are part of the Judaizers who have been unable to cut off the old link with their old life.  Their problem is that the old life is a watertight life, very much controlling everything from the time they get out of bed to the time they go back to bed.  This kind of life does not have one “inch” of freedom.  Paul has seen this in his mission work and noticed that the problem with the law is that its ministry is of death, “chiseled in letters on stone tablets.”  But when Moses received the chiseled tablets, Moses, put on a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at “the end of the glory that will fade away.”  But, this veil covered the minds.  It will be lifted up when all come to the freedom of the Lord Jesus because the new law is in the heart where the Spirit is the Lord not the letters, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. ”And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.” (1 Cor 3:13-18)
3. The external is more tangible for the immature, and these are the external washings, abstaining from foods and the whole code of what is holy and what is defilement. 
Where is the opposition to the cross?

First:  What does the cross mean for Paul?

1. In 1 Corinthians 1:17, human wisdom can hide the cross, because wisdom has reasons and there are no reasons for God’s love and mercy.
2. In 1 Corinthians 1:18, the preaching of the cross is foolishness for those who deny the divine mercy and their denial will make them perish by their refusal of what God did. But more fiercely, if Paul preaches circumcision the cross is no longer an offense (Gal 5:11).  Circumcision is a mark on the body and it has no value (Gal 6:12).  Then comes the most eloquent statement, “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world …” (Gal 4:16) 
Second: What brings enmity?

1. Enmity is not just what is opposite to love, but it has its self-seeking system of God, even though God revealed himself through the death and the resurrection of his Son. So to set up rules for seeking God without the cross will end with the goal of the system, which is not God but the self.
2. The cross is God’s free gift of forgiveness, so how can the human heart or mind give what is divine freely?  This is impossible, and then it becomes clear that humans defined a way to God ignoring what God has given.

Earthly Orientation 

Verse 19, “Their whole orientation is earthly”

This is centred on contrasting nouns.  On one side are the words end, destiny, god, and glory, contrasted with destruction, belly, and shame.  This contrast explains to us what constitutes the “earthly orientation.” 

1. It is what a system can create to suck a person into its end that if compared with the gift of God the sharp contrast becomes clear.
2. Regulations about food and drinks are earthly.  The glory that these can give to boost up the self-image will end in emptiness for they have no life.  These may sustain the self-image of the good practitioner but the end is self-distruction.
3. The human glory will fade away; it has no eternal sustenance. Humans created it and its end is death. 
Citizens of Heaven

Verse 20, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from where also we eagerly await our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
NT scholars have debated the meaning of the Greek word polituma, and some adopted  “citizenship” or “commonwealth.”  Others translate this as “colony of heaven on earth.” But according the historical background, the City of Philippi came under the provisions of the Roman form of constitutional government that was conferred on the city by Octavian in 42 B.C. Philippi and was “governed as an Italian province and its administration belong to Rome in almost every respect.”  So, writing to Christians in a city proud of its relation to Rome, Paul tells the Philippians that they belong to a heavenly citizenship or a commonwealth, and that according to faith their citizenship is in heaven, and as its citizens they are to reflect its new quality of the new life.

Citizen of the world          

Citizen of Heaven 

1. They belong to this world

They belong to heaven

2. Their life under the laws          
Their life comes from God and is governed by grace.

3. Perfection is in keeping the Law    Their life is perfect in Christ but it will more perfect in heaven

4.They are the enemies of the cross   The cross is their way of life because the cross is the supreme of love and mercy

5. Their end is destruction                  They are pressing on toward the goal of their life that is already known to be like Christ.

Where is the emphasis on the heavenly form of in the teaching of Paul?

1. New life comes from Christ and is given by the Holy Spirit. This new life has no source created element and is not sustained by any created power.
2. New life is that new life formed in Christ himself who has created that new life in himself.  We hardily pay attention to this eternal fact that the new creation has taken place in Christ that is in his humanity.  Read Ephesians 2:11-16:

11“So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth,  called ‘the uncircumcision’ by those who are called ‘the circumcision’ —a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hand —  12 remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, so that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body* through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through the cross” (Eph 2:11-16).
The Heavenly origin of our new life is not an “escape mechanism”

1. By escape mechanism I mean daydream or a life in what is called in colloquial English the Land of the Fairies.  In the first place we accept the teaching of Jesus to re-discover our humanity.  We begin by renouncing our old life, and carrying our cross to follow Jesus.  In the second place, to carry our cross is to make our destiny that of Jesus’s destiny itself.  This one destiny is to change the foundation of our life from the centrality of the Ego to the centrality of shared being or shared love.  This means in cash value not to be the center of life and everything round us orbit, but Jesus is the center of life and we share his being and the way Jesus practiced love.
2. To carry our cross means to deal with our weakness gently but firmly, to love our weakness and to let Jesus Crucified and Risen share them with us to transform them to the new life which could be opposite to what we have been brought up to accept. 
3. Crucified life is not self-hate, because Jesus did not accept his cross with hate and anger: Read Hebrews 12:1-4: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart.  4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.” 

Letter from Philemon

George my beloved brother,

Peace to you in Christ our Savior.
It is good to be a stranger in a strange land and to be alone in a country that very few people know you.  What a great gift God our Father has given to you.  It is time to seek the real life that the Lord Jesus has given to you and still gives to us every day.  Don’t let this life be buried under any social relationship because the greatest mistake any Christian can ever commit is to imagine that his life comes from what he knows, or what he possesses, or what other persons can bring to him.  As our fasting before the feast of the resurrection of our Lord is drawing near, keep solitude as much as you can to discover the life you have in God the Father in Jesus our Lord.  Love your time with the Lord for it is your medicine that will heal you from the old life that deceive you and make you think that you are alive because you are clever or because you have good health.  The day you sense some fear about anything is the day that points to the fact that you think that you have other sources of life in you and because this life comes from you it is under the threat of fear and the anxiety of loosing it.  Christ is our life and no one can take this life from us.  Our weakness does not prompt Jesus to leave us, but our weakness gives us the fear that we have been abandoned. This negative fear is in the life of every human because it has its roots in the fear of mortality. So we think that we are alive because we have life in us and others can take. Christ defeated that kind of fear in the Garden and is joyful to share his victory with all of us.
Live in Christ as a stranger in this land and may the Lord bring you back mature and fully grown up.
Philemon

1965 

Letter from Philemon

Brother George,

May the Risen Lord bring the power of his resurrection to our lives. You asked me how do we recognize the new life that is given to us by our Lord?  What I know is too simple.
First: Christ calls us to love our enemies but this is contrary to our nature, but as we stay as disciples of the Lord, we notice that this is no longer impossible but first is hard, then it becomes less hard, and later on it is part of our life that we can’t abandon.  When we notice this in us then we can say that the seed of the new life has grown.
Second: we have in us a sense that we don’t want to leave our faith or to escape our cross in spite of sparks of despair.  How is this possible for any one who lives under the control of the Old Life of Adam?  This old life has its power of self-defense that can master the mind.  It has its laws of selfishness, and among those laws is hatred, the best twin of selfishness and also seeking our own rights even at the prize of wasting the live of others. But this is reversed by the love of God and we are no longer to hate or defend our life because we have noticed that we have a life from the Lord Jesus.
Press on, for the greatest joy of our Lord is when Jesus sees you hanging on with him.

Pray for me

Philemon

1965

The Last Chapter of Human Life

Philippians 3:20-21

“For our citizenship is in heaven, from where also we eagerly await our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will transform our weak bodies to become like his glorious body by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control.”

What a great end of our citizenship!  First, note the consistency of the teaching of Paul.  Let’s compare the terms of Philippians 2:6-11 with Philippians 3:20-21 where the One who was in the “form” of God took the “form” of the slave. and in this Jesus finished the last chapter of our human life. So, please notice:

1. The form of the slave in Philippians 2:6,7.  This form of the slave will be transformed (in Greek “form” is μορφῇ, morphe) but we will have the same form of the glorified Jesus (σύμμορφον, symmorphon) so our form will be changed.
2. Jesus took the likeness of the slave (Phil 2:7) but this likeness of ours will be transformed to his likeness of Jesus (Phil 3:21) 

3. Jesus humbled  (ἐταπείνωσεν, etapeinosen) himself (Phil 2:8) to our humble state that is in Philippians 3:21, (ταπεινώσεως, tapeinoseos), but this leads to the glory which is the goal of both (Phil 2:11 and 3:21).
The Glorious Body of Jesus
1.
That body was seen in the state of glory when Jesus was transfigured on the mount and his hidden glory was revealed in the miracles.

2. 
This was the revelation of the divine love, to make us like Him in everything, so we rise and will be changed.  The body in which we have been humbled will be raised.  It will be of the same and an equal form to the body of Christ’s own glory.
Sophronius: The Glorious Body of Jesus and the Lord’s Supper

When we have the Lord’s Supper, we have Christ the Lord with us saying to each one, “take and eat, this is my body and take and drink, this is my blood.”  It is Jesus himself who can distribute his body and no other person can do this.  It is Jesus himself who alone has the power to give us his blood because his blood is his life and who among us can claim to have authority over the body and the blood of our Lord and Savior?
This I have to write to remind you and the brothers that we don’t receive the body and the blood of the One who died but the body and the blood of the One who died and was raised by the glory of God the Father to be Lord of all (Phil 2:11).  Jesus being the Lord of life, he defeated death, and ended all forms of separations and divisions.  He united heaven and earth (Eph 1:10) and abolished the dominance of time by his ascension.  He is with us till the end of time (Matt 28:19).  Jesus comes to feed us with his life; each one of us does not receive a “portion” or a “piece” of the body of the Lord, but the whole body that is the whole of his life.  Christ can’t be divided to the extent that on the cross his bones were not broken (John 19:33) but was whole.  Thus the transfigured body is revealed in the Supper of the Lord where it is broken for distribution not for separation.  It is above division because it was death that has created division but now there is no death in Christ that is no division.  So let the brothers participate in the Lord’s Supper with reverence knowing that they are united with the crucified and risen Lord who gives us his body and his blood to transform us to his glorious body.” 
(Abbot Sophronius, 10th century, Egypt)  
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