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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #17
Community Relationship

Philippians 4:1-9

Brothers: stand fast

Philippians 4:1 – So then, my beloved brothers, whom I long for so greatly, my joy and my crown, in this manner stand fast in the Lord.”
Brothers
1.
The use of the use of the word “brothers” in the days of Paul was common among Jews, but was not so common among Gentiles.  The word was used referring to those who have the “blood bond,” that is, of the same tribe.  Here Christians in the days of Paul were not of the same tribe, they were mixture of Jews and Gentiles.  What made a Christen a bother or a sister?  Certainly it was not the “blood bond” but the Incarnation of our Lord who came to create a new bond and to give us this new relationship.  The Greek word adelphos and its feminine form adelphe appear more than 300 times in the New Testament.  In the book of Acts the word was used for those who are in the church (Acts 15:7, 13, 22).  Paul speaks to the believers: “So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh – for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. (Rom 8:12-14)  More clearly: “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers” (Rom 8:28-30).
2. 
The Incarnation changed our solidarity with our blood relationship to our brothers and sisters in the Lord, who are related to Christ through the new bond of life.
Beloved

They are not just brothers but beloved since all those who are in the Lord have this bond of love, the love of Jesus himself.
My Joy and My Crown

Joy is the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22).  Paul has this joy because the Spirit gives that as a common joy to all who are in the Lord.  A “crown” is what is given to the believers on the Day of Judgment (1 Thes 2:19).
The constancy of the Philippians is Paul’s joy, both for the present and for his future crown. For when his disciples are victorious in the contest, the master rightly receives the crown.
Stand Fast in the Lord

Firm or fast (Phil 1:27) to face the attack is a Roman military term used when the one line unbroken, but here it is used for the union that we have in the Lord.  Love is the sum of the whole the Christian life.  Love does not fittingly come to pass if the faithful do not stand united as one, thinking in harmony.  This is what Paul means here by “Stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.”  We may understand that Paul wants them to be united in understanding from the fact that he calls them [literally] “most beloved brethren.”  Mutual love is the result of thinking in unison and standing together in Christ.  When all have equal faith in Christ all of us stand together in him.
Be United

Philippians 4:2-3 – “I beg Euodia and I beg Syntyche to have the same attitude of mind in the Lord. Yes indeed, I ask you too, my trusted yokefellow, to help them because they contended at my side in the Gospel, together with Clement and my fellow workers.  All their names in the book of life.”
1. 
Paul used a strong verb “parakalw” and I hope that reading the Greek will remind you of the Paraclete. The verb means: to call to one’s side, to urge, to exhort, to comfort, to encourage, cheering up. So, Paul appeals to the most sensitive side of life, the work of Holy Spirit that leads us to take side with those who are united with us in the Lord.
2. 
It seems that these women  (Euodia and Syntyche) were in a kind of disagreement. They must have been active members of the church.  This is why their names were mentioned in a letter that will be read for the whole church.
3. 
Having “the same attitude of mind” is not clear in the English, but Paul used the Greek word phronein which means “perception and understanding.”  Here it means having the same perception in the Lord.  Paul has used this word perception elsewhere (Phil 1:7; 2:2,5, 3:15 and here in 4:10).  What does it mean?

a. To think the same


b. To share the same perception which is he fruit of love.
Yokefellow

This is not just a friend but is some one who has a share in the same work.  The two women have helped Paul and this is side by side who like athletes were with Paul running the race and thus seem to have a preaching ministry.  This is clear from adding in the name of Clement, which suggests a “team” that was working with Paul.
The Book of Life

This name, “Book of Life,” goes back to the OT where in Isaiah 4:3, according to the Hebrew, “everyone who has recorded for life in Jerusalem” (compare: Exod 32:32; Ps 69:28; Ezk 13:9).  It refers to those who have eternal life and their names written in heaven (Luke 10: 20, Heb 12:23). The name appears also in Revelation.

Rejoice and Be Gentle
Philippians 4:4-7 – Rejoice in the Lord at all times. I have said it once and I will say it again, again I will say, rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in every circumstance by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
1. Paul used a common way in classical Greek and classical Latin known as “asyndeton” (from the Greek: ἀσύνδετον, "unconnected").  This is a stylistic scheme in which conjunctions are deliberately omitted from a series of related clauses.  Aristotle wrote in his Rhetoric that asyndeton was more effective in spoken oratories than in written prose such as: veni, vidi, vici and its English translation "I came, I saw, I conquered. Here we have joy, gentleness, prayer and peace.

2. “Rejoice in the Lord” was said before (3:1), but here Paul adds “at all times” (see, 1 Thes 5:16).  Paul and Silas were the good examples for rejoicing after they were beaten in prison (Acts 16:25). “In the Lord” is the key word.

A Note from Philemon
“To rejoice in the Lord is easy for those who have taken the Lord Jesus as their life, their destiny, or [in one word,] Jesus is their “existence and being.”  When this takes place into our life we have no other concern but to be with the Lord and our freedom gives us many reasons for rejoicing.”
At All Times

“At all times” does not mean to stop working, eating, or sleeping, and then to rejoice. This misunderstanding has two distorted facts:
1. Because Christ is the Lord of the universe, and because Christ came to redeem the whole creation, all creation is called to serve the Creator-Redeemer, so there is no gap between holy and profane.

2. The Royal priesthood of all believers is not for church oriented service but for the whole world, in education, medicine, police, raising up children …  and all our jobs that we regard as secular.
Let Your Gentleness Be Known to Everyone
It is true that gentleness is a good virtue. But what is the theology behind such a good virtue?
1. On the surface it seems that gentleness is imitation of our Lord who was led to slighter like a “lamb”, this certainly true.  But the question remains: why should we imitate Jesus? 
2. Jesus died on the cross to prove to us:
a. The futility of power, for power in all its material forms does not change the inner life at all.
b. The futility of human wisdom for all branches of our knowledge can’t graft love and forgiveness.  Love must be given by the One who is Love and forgiveness as my Mentor said long time ago, “if you have a new life from God in Christ, then all that is valuable and important in your former life may look like ‘dung’ and your new reputation is that one between you and your Lord. Whatever people say about you does not matter or has any value unless it is true.  Here the monks think that I am mad, I know that I am not, so let them say whatever they say, even when they ask guests not to speak to me, I thank my Lord for that because this gives me free time to be with my beloved Jesus.
c. From the time of our immersion in the baptismal water, we are no longer belonging to ourselves but to the Lord Jesus with whom we share his crucifixion, burial and resurrection (Rom 6:1ff).  Thus this new vision of our new life means that we care only about our communion and sharing with Jesus and everything else must be subjected to this communion.
NT Comprehension of Virtues
Virtue (Latin: virtus, Greek: ἀρετή, arete), in the Roman Mythology “virtus” and “Veritas,” meaning truth were separated only in the Mythology because there were two goddesses, Virtus and Veritas.  In Christian theology, virtue is what is true and never was what is added as extra to new human life in the Lord.
1. 
What we know as the gentleness of Jesus, which in the words of Paul was the set example to which Paul appealed, “I myself, Paul, appeal to you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ” (2 Cor 10:1) is balanced by the use of amaxos making peace or peaceable (1 Tim 3:3; Titus 3:2) which is required of the “Overseer” (bishop), but epeipke, gentle, does not stand by itself as the true new life, because it has to be the integral part of “making peace.”
2. 
Gentleness is also integral part of Christian wisdom, “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.” (James 3:17).
3. What are the obvious things of divine wisdom that are working in us?
a. Its decisions are not self-seeking, especially when seeking revenge is hidden by the two marks of the devil: the first is any decision to sacrifice one for the sake of maintaining a system. This is like putting Jesus to death to keep the Law; the second is a solution not based on healing but seeks amputation to protect someone or to safeguard one’s authority.  

b. Wisdom from God does not adopt violence in its various forms, mental or psychological, but seeks what is peaceful and kind.
c. Christianity, because of its vision of sacrificial love, denied all forms and use of violence to the extent that Christians in the 4th century who went to war to defend the Empire were asked to abstain form receiving Holy Communion for 3 years if they were involved in shedding blood.  No one who sheds blood can reflect by this behavior a close communion with the Crucified Jesus.

The Lord Is Near

1. “The Lord is near” is the exact translation of the Greek (O Kyrios egnes).  This way of speaking of the Lord must be related to the dominant theme in Paul’s letters to be “in the Lord.”  Because Paul is using different words that could mean “near” either spatially or temporally, the meaning should be defined contextually.  In English it is common to say “the Lord is at hand,” “the Lord is near,” “the Lord is close at hand,” but to think that the Lord is in the vicinity denies the divine presence of Christ who fills the universe. 

2. If we take “near” as term of reference to time where this word was used for seasons such as the summer (Matt 24:32; Mk 13: 28; Lk 21:30), a festival (Jn 2:13; 6:4; 7:2; 11:55), an appointed time (Matt 26:18; cf. Rev 1:3; 22:10), the kingdom (Lk 21:3 1), and our salvation (Rom 13:11).
3. It is also a way of encouragement to the Philippians, for the Lord is close to or present to aid those who are in the turmoil of life.  Here Paul speaks like the prophets of the OT, “for God is near to the broken-hearted” (Ps 34:18) and “to all who call upon him” (Ps 145:18; 119:151).  This is confirmed by what we read in verse 6.  Paul asked the Philippians to call on the Lord for he is ever-present Lord. 

4. There is no need to understand the nearness of the Lord in the sense and of Jesus’ imminence (parousia) or second coming.  The GNB is not correct by translating  “the Lord is coming soon” because there is no verb in this abrupt statement (The Lord is Near) about coming or even soon. This is not the same as the early Christian Aramaic cry written in Greek in the NT marana atha (μαρὰν ἀθά) “Come, O Lord” (1 Cor 16:22; cf. Rev 22:20), which is parallel to this short way of calling on the Lord.

5. Waiting on the return of the Lord Jesus to put an end to our decaying in the graves is the last chapter of our human history which is expressed in Philippians 3:20-21, who will come to transform our mortal bodies and to the glorious state of his own glorified body.  Clearly Paul believed in an imminent advent, in the sense that it might happen at any time, and his words are akin to Jesus’ direction to his disciples to be “like servants who are waiting for their master” (Luke 12:46).  What we said is not included in this verse (Phil 4:4), for the Christian hope is always centered on Jesus in time, and at the end of time and in what is imminent, for the Lord is always with us (Matt 28: 19) and in us.
Philippians 4:6
Do not worry about anything

Since the Lord is near it seems more proper to say, “Do not worry about anything.”  The Philippians had been anxious, and they are now urged to stop being so.  J. B. Lightfoot calls this “anxious harassing care” (Commentary of Philippians, p160).  It is this kind of unreasonable anxiety which arises in one who is full of cares:
1. Care for the future that can distract the in mind.
2. Care about jobs, fear of hunger, and the other troubles of life.
3. The hostility of the neighbors and the possible persecution of an infant congregation (Phil 1:28-29). 

The Common Concern of a Church 

1. The whole church here, not one particular person, is now urged to be anxious “in nothing,” while “nothing is like” and “in everything” excludes all exceptions. This exhortation is in line with the teaching of the Lord (Matt 6:25-34).  It is a warning about undue concern for food, drink, clothing, and the future.  Anxiety about these things is a mark of the pagan world (Matt 6: 32), and shows a lack of confidence in God’s care for his children.  The Heavenly Father who fed the birds and clothed the grass of the field with flowers knows the needs of his children and is able to supply those needs.  In contrast to having “anxious care,” they are to seek first his kingdom (Matt 6: 33).
2. We have to see that this as how a community lives together in the new life called by this term “anxious” that is not commonly used the kingdom.  If we have to live the gospel together, the community takes care of all the needs.

Prayer Life of the Citizens of Heaven

“Do not worry about anything, but in circumstance by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”
Praying together is the most effective way to counter “anxious harassing care.”  Paul put together a list of requests and all may indeed be made known to God (Verse 6).
1. “Thanksgiving is the most powerful light that can reveal to us God’s care in our life. When we thank God we discover that our discontent with what we have should be dismissed.” (Philemon)
2. Prayer is the most obvious subject in the Bible.  It includes petition which in the letters of Paul means praying for others, which is the same as intercession (Rom 1:10; 15:30; Eph 1:16; Col 4:2, 12; 1 Thes 1:2; Phm 4, 22).  The Greek word prosevche is commonly used in the Greek NT and means “supplication” or “petition” on behalf of one another, especially from circumstances that cause anxiety.
3. “If you pray for another person, you stand in his or her place in the presence of God.” (Anthony Bloom, The Courage to Pray, p 23)
4. “Prayer reflects the kind of love we have for God the Father and for our brothers and sisters.  If you pray for others, you love them and if you persevere in your prayer for them, you truly love them.” (Philemon)
5. What does it mean that requests “be made known to God”?  This expression is unique because our Lord told his disciples (Matt 6:30-32) not to worry about everyday things “because the heavenly Father knows their needs.” 

a. God knows, but shared knowledge is part of shared love.

b. Prayers are made publically to rise up the corporate life and also the corporate care all this is part of our communion with God.  

c. If the requests are made known to God in prayer, then they are to be accompanied with thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is public for it alerts the whole church of what God is doing or has done in the past.  Mainly it means thanksgiving for what God has done in his Son to encourage others to praise him, so God is glorified (2 Cor 4:15).  From (Col 3:15, 17) we learn that thanksgiving is an integral part of the Christian life; indeed, the regular offering of thanks to God is almost synonymous with being a Christian. (A. Hamman, Prayer in the NT, p 291)

d. Paul charges the pagans who – possessing the natural Law and the natural knowledge of life and so also of the knowledge of God as their Creator – have failed to render glory and thanksgiving to him as their Creator (Rom 1:21).  They have failed to recognize his lordship and this is also a failure to receive the goods of this life with gratitude. 

e. We have to be aware of the opposite of thanksgiving which is ingratitude, that marks the end of time in 2 Timothy 3:2, as part of the character of people in the last days whose original image of God was defaced. 

Ground for Thanksgiving

1. Paul put great emphasis upon the mighty work of God in Christ bringing salvation through the gospel.  This goes back to God’s generosity manifested in the generous goodness of creation (Rom 1:21) 
2. Thanksgivings said over food, (Rom 14:6; 1 Cor 10:30; 1 Tim 4:3, 4). This is what we mean by blessing the food.
3. The majority of the Pauline references to thanksgiving are in the context of God’s grace given in Christ (1 Cor 1:4; cf. 2 Cor 9:15 with 8:9; Rom 1:8; 2 Cor 1:11; Eph 1:16; Phil 1:3).  This thanks giving in (Col 3:17) to God, as Father is to be the accompaniment of every activity, or is to be offered ‘under all circumstances’ (1 Thes 5:18), for it is the response of those who are filled with God’s Spirit (Eph 5:18-20).
4. Thanksgiving is conjoined with intercessory prayers (Col 4:2 as well as in Phil 4:6).

The God of Peace

In Philemon 4:7, the God of peace will guard the Philippians, which is a specific and certain promise about God’s peace that will not be taken away.  God’s peace will be powerfully at work in their lives because they will discover his peace when they pour out their hearts in petition with thanksgiving, not because they have made requests that are perfectly in line with the will of God but because God has this great gift of peace to give.

1. Peace in the gift of Jesus, “Peace I leave with you, my peace” in the old commentary on the Gospel of John that Peace is the Holy Spirit (John 15:2) and it is also the gift of the new life of the Risen Lord (John 20:20).  This is clear from what Paul says, “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness” (Gal 5:22).
2. Peace is also of the Kingdom where God rules as the King, “For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace.” (Rom 14:17).  For this reason Paul prays for those in Rome, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Rom 15:13).  This peace was established by the death of Christ on the cross and is founded on the ministry of Reconciliation: the Church is the place for it.  Colossians 1:18-20, 18 “He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. … 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20  and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.” 
3. Peace is not our good social relationship simply because it is God’s gift.  If the old tradition is correct, then peace is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.
4. This phrase in Philippians 4:7, “the peace of God” is found nowhere else in the NT, but it is not at all different from, “the peace of Christ” (Col 3:15).  Many older commentators understood peace as “the inward peace of the soul that the Christian has in the middle of strife because this peace comes from God and is rooted in the presence of Christ.”  This peace is contrasted with the anxious care and has the predicate (action phrase), “which rises above all mind because this peace God himself possesses and that Christ both embodies and brings (cf. Jn. 14:27).  As “the Lord of peace” (2 Thes. 3:16) indeed, Jesus himself is that peace (Eph. 2:14).
5. This peace “which surpasses all thought” is such because:

a. It is not from us.
b. It is a product of our will.
c. It is above our understanding because it is God’s gift that is much higher than all our faculties. 

d. This peace from above will stand guard over your hearts and keep us in Christ.    

The Model of life for the Citizens of Heaven

Philippians 4:8-9

8 “In addition, my brothers, all that is true, noble, just, pure, lovely, and admirable—yes, whatever is morally excellent, whatever is praiseworthy let your thoughts continually dwell on these things that your conduct will be shaped by them.  9 Keep putting into practice these things, which you learned and received from me, the things that you heard about me and saw in me. As a result the God of peace will be with you.
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