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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #18
The Last Leg of the Race

Philippians 4:10-20

Philippians 4:10 O yes, and I rejoice in the Lord greatly because now at last you caused your  thoughtful care of me to blossom once again. Indeed, you have always cared about me, but you have not always had the opportunity to show it.  11 I am not saying this because of any need I had.  For I have learned to be self-sufficient in every situation in which I find myself.  12 Hence I know how to be humbled (or to be poor), and I know how to abound.  In every and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of having more than enough and of having too little.  13 I have the power to face all such situations in union with the One who continually infuses me with strength. 
14 Yet it was good of you to become partners with me in my hardships.  15 Now you Philippians know, as well as I, that when the gospel was in its beginning, when I set out from Macedonia, no other church entered into a partnership with me in an accounting of expenditures and receipts except you alone.  16 You know, as well as I, that when I was in Thessalonica, you sent money to meet my needs more than once.  17 I do not say this meaning that I have my heart set on your giving.  But I certainly do have my heart set on interest increasing that may accrue to your account.  18 Here, then, is my receipt for everything you have given me.  I have more than enough.  I am fully supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent me.  They are a fragrant odor, a sacrifice that God accepts and that pleases him.  19 In return, I pray that God may meet every need you have in accordance with his marvelous wealth in Christ Jesus.
20 Now surely the glory belongs to God our Father forever and ever. Amen.
Notes

Verse 10 “Rejoice in the Lord greatly” 
In the Lord, the cause is the Gift and the reason is the Lord gives and inspires others to give.  The Philippians have given Paul, as we shall see later on, what kept Paul alive and well.
“Great joy” is at one with the Christian gospel and often associated with it (Matt 2:10; Luke 2:10; 24:52; Acts 8:8; 15:3).  Paul saw the generosity of the Philippians as the work of the Lord in them.  Paul and the Philippians have one united life with Christ and therefore totally free from ingratitude or resentment.
Verse 10 “Because now at last you caused our thoughtful care of me to blossom once again.”
Blossomed is a word for fruits that have once flourished, then dried up, and then flourished again.  By this word he shows that they were at first in bloom, then withered and then flourished again, so that blossomed conveys both reproach and praise.  It is no small thing for what is withered to blossom.
The verb “thoughtful care” is a key verb in Philippians (Phil 1:7; 2:2,5; 3:15, 19; 4:2, 10). Its fundamental meaning is “thinking leading to action.”  It is not just thinking but having a touch of care that is the touch of love
Verse 10 “Indeed, you have always cared about me, but you have not always had the opportunity to show it.” 
Paul makes clear with the words “now at last you caused your thoughtful care of me to blossom once again” that the Philippians had sent to Paul things over a long period of time, conveying them through Epaphroditus.  Now, as he prepares to send Epaphroditus back carrying this letter, Paul is praising them to show that the one who gives and the one who receives share together the care.
Joy in the Gift
Verse 11 “I am not saying this because of any need I had.” 
Paul is saying, literally, “in accordance with need” or “because of any need I had.”  Paul is making very clear that his joy at the gift from the Philippians was not on account of his being in dire need but because their act of generosity is truly Christian act of sacrificial self-giving love.  He says in effect, I am glad that you assisted me, yes, but I do not say because I am lacked anything or needed your help.
Paul, the Stoics and Being Self-sufficient 

Verse 11 “For I have learned to be self- sufficient in every situation in which I find myself.” 
Paul’s denial of needs is expressed by the pronoun “I,” as an emphatic way of saying “whether or not others have learned, I have.”  Paul learned from the school of life (2 Cor 11:23-29) how as a traveler missionary to be “self-sufficient” in all the circumstances of his life or in every situation in which Paul finds himself.”  The adjective autarkus in Greek is usually translated “satisfied” or “content” (KJ, RSV, GNB, NIV), and the corresponding noun “self- sufficiency” was used in 2 Corinthians 9:8 to describe the person who through discipline had become independent of external circumstances and who had discovered personal resources that were more than adequate for any situation that might arise. 
Self- sufficiency was a favorite discipline among the Stoic and Cynic philosophers.  It was their mark of being independent in spirit and having a free outlook on life.  This leads to “tranquility” which the wise man must seek (Abraham J. Malherbe, The Cynic Epistles, A study edition, pp. 124-125).  It expressed the doctrine “that man should be sufficient unto himself for all things, and able, by the power of his own will, to resist the force of circumstances” ( Plato, Timeous 33d).  Paul must have been familiar with that kind of vocabulary of the Stoics.  Did Paul borrow  “self-sufficiency,” from the Stoics? Those who argue say this is the only place it appears in the NT and that should suggest so.  Paul cherishes this self-sufficiency as someone who has no “worry.”  But the difference between Paul, the self-sufficient Christian, and the self-sufficient Stoic, is vast.
1. The self-sufficiency of the Christian is the fruit of faith.
2. A Christian is independent of the world through dependence upon God.
3. The Stoic’s self-sufficiency pretends in theory to be absolute. But Christians accept help with joy as part of contentment of faith; the Stoic, with pride.
4. Cato the Younger was a politician and statesman in the late Roman Republic, and a follower of the Stoic philosophy.  Cato is remembered for his stubbornness and tenacity especially in his lengthy conflict with Julius Caesar, as well as his hate of bribes, his moral integrity, and his famous distaste for corruption of the period.  Cato was like Paul: fearless before a persecuting world, but Cato had the Stoic look of rigid, defiant scorn and above all a lack of love for his enemies.  Paul was also fearless and had a face lighted up with unutterable joy in God.
5. The Christian martyr and the Stoic suicide are not the same in spite of the fact that both were protesting against the evils of the world. The Stoic saw suicide as the highest form of human freedom, independence, and moral dignity, leading to an escape from slavery.  Seneca said, “For life is slavery if the courage to die is lost” (Ep. 77.15).  Seneca, who was a contemporary of Paul’s, rejected suicide, however, for trivial reasons (Ep. 4.4)) or if part of a “passion for dying” (Ep. 24,25), yet in certain circumstances suicide was justified as part of extreme necessities” (Ep. 17.9; J. N Sevenster, Paul and Seneca, 1961, pp. 113-14).  The Stoics hated and despised those who didn’t share their attitude.  In our time “Suicide Bombers” have hate and no love of life.  Death is their glory because there is nothing in life worth living for.
6. Christian martyrs do not seek martyrdom, and when it is forced on them, they accept it with joy.  St Cyprian, bishop and martyr, was a witness of the persecution of emperor Decius in 249 with the ambition of restoring the ancient cult of Rome.  In January, 250 AD, he published an edict against Christians.  On 30 August, 257 AD, Cyprian was brought before the Proconsul Paternus.  His interrogatory is extant and forms the first part of the Acta proconsularia of his martyrdom.  Cyprian declares himself a Christian and a bishop.  He serves one God to whom he prays day and night for all men and for the safety of the emperor. "Do you persevere in this?" asks Paternus.  To which Cyprian replies, "A good will which knows God cannot be altered."  Paternus: "Can you, then, go into exile at Curubis (is a town in Tunisia on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean)?" Cyprian: "I go."  He is asked for the names of the priests also, but replies that it is forbidden by the laws; they will be found easily enough in their respective cities.  Cyprian was tried there. He refused to sacrifice, and added that in such a matter there was no room for thought of the consequences to himself.  The proconsul read his condemnation and the multitude cried, "Let us be beheaded with him!" He was taken into the grounds, to a hollow surrounded by trees, into which many of the people climbed.  Cyprian took off his cloak, and knelt down and prayed. Then he took off his outer garment and gave it to his deacons, and stood in his linen tunic in silence awaiting the executioner, to whom he ordered twenty-five gold pieces to be given.  The brethren cast cloths and handkerchiefs before him to catch his blood.  He bandaged his own eyes with the help of a priest and a deacon, both called Julius.  So he suffered.  For the rest of the day his body was exposed to satisfy the curiosity of the pagans.  But at night the brethren bore him with candles and torches, with prayer and great triumph, to the cemetery of in the suburb of Mapalia.  He was the first Bishop of Carthage to obtain the crown of martyrdom.  Cyprian’s last words were Deo gratias (God be thanked).
Abba Philemon:
A free person who was not dependent on anyone or anything
Philemon: You have asked me more than once about my way with the Lord Jesus.  It is too simple and is not attractive at all.  I need Jesus, my love, my life, my time here and my eternity that is with Jesus. Everything else is secondary. I have taken the word of St. Paul as a goal; I have no needs. 
George: What are the reasons for that choice?

Philemon: I have seen that our freedom is defined and restricted by needs: fears, hope, desires, hate, love, and possessions.  These are too much to live with.  So where is the road to freedom?  Jesus my love wanted me to die with Him on the cross.  Jesus was crucified totally naked; I will keep one garment for the sake of decency.  He had no dwelling place but I have my cell and I have kept nothing in my cell because our Lord said, “he has no place to rest His head.”  If the brothers remember me and bring food I take it, but if they forget I don’t ask for food.  I take water, bread and salt and some vegetables.  My enemy is “boredom” because of my hidden desires that drive me to seek company and comfort with mortal humans while the true company and eternal comfort comes from God our Father.  My needs spring on me trying to seek good food and to relax but I need to keep my heart in constant communion with my Beloved Jesus.
George: Why do you not go to church to pray with the brothers?

Philemon: This is a very hard question.  I can give you some reasons but not all reasons.  It happened to me a while ago.  The fire of divine love hit me suddenly during the Liturgy.  I must have fallen on the floor and the brothers thought that I was ill.  They helped me to go to my Cell.  There in solitude, the fire of divine love visited me that I must have shouted because one of the brothers came and knocked on the door.  I don’t know who answered the door; the Lord must have sent him away.  It is because of this fire of divine love that I stay here in my cell and it became my church.  Here is my alter (he put his hand on his heart), here is my incense (he put his hand on his tongue), and here are my two candles (he put his hand on his lips), and Jesus is my priest; my body is his sacrifice.  I can’t say more than that.
George: Did you get your freedom?

Philemon: No, but part of it.

George: Which part?

Philemon: That loving the Lord must be my breath, my food, my drink, and my rest.  But this is where I stand waiting for the rain of grace on my hard heart.  Jesus freed me from leaning on anything or on anyone.”

Jan 15, 1959

Humility, Coping and Abounding
Verse 12. “Hence I know how to be humbled, and I know how to abound.”
Before that Paul said, “I have learned to be self-sufficient in every situation.” Now Paul added “I know how to cope,” “to humble myself” or “to be humbled.”  The other action in this voice is “to abound.”
The verb tapeinoun literally means, “to lower,” as one would lower the level of water behind a dam or the height of a mountain or hill (cf. Luke 3:5).  Figuratively it means “to humble,” both in a good sense and in a bad sense (cf. Matt 18:4; 2 Cor 12:21). Here Paul used either:

1. That he knows how “to discipline himself.” 
2. “To humble himself” middle voice, as in (Isa 85:5) by fasting.
3. “To be humbled, to be brought low” (passive voice) by want or poverty.  It denotes a going down into deprivation, whether self- imposed or imposed by external forces, and Paul is saying, “I know how to cope with this also.”
Humble is a key word in the NT  
1. It is a distinctively Pauline word (sometimes with special reference to suffering, (2 Cor 1:3-8), used by the apostle 26 of the 39 times in the NT. 
2. By explaining how to be humble, Paul had in mind what he himself said before in Philippians 2:8 of Jesus who humbled himself to the point of death.  Jesus accepted what is lower than what Jesus is in reality.

3. We have to remember that “poverty” is not a virtue in the OT because richness is a blessing, therefore Paul looking at his needs and his poverty is what made the Philippians help him and that he is in fact accepting poverty.
Humbleness in Christian Life

1. To live with less and to give up more is to free our life from things that are in fact inferior to what we have as a goal.

2. The aim of our life controls what we think of as a priority.

3. “Humbleness without love is an imposed self-torment” (Philemon).  He added, “A low self-image comes from extreme lack of self-love.  This is not humbleness but an illness of the soul. If you meet someone who is quick to judge others harshly, be sure that such a person has not understood that he or she is the image of God.”  

Imitation for knowledge
Verse 12  “In every and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of having more than enough and of having too little.”
1. “I have learned” is not about knowledge but about imitation because Paul used the Greek verb muein which gave us the Greek-English word “mimic.”  Paul is imitating someone, which was common in training in Ancient Greece, when a disciple was initiated by a learned master.  Paul does not mean to say that he automatically knew the secret of a contented life; rather he makes clear that he came to know the secret through a difficult process in his imitation of Jesus.  Jesus is the Master who has initiated Paul in the secrets of the school of discipleship.
2. “I have learned the secret” (past tense): “I have been very initiated into the human lot with all of its ups and downs” (NEB).  Thus, “in every and all circumstances, of being well fed and of going hungry, of having more than enough and of having too little.”  Here, Paul brings two sets of paired infinitives, the first two of which are also linked in Matthew 5:6, “to be well fed,” was used of force-feeding animals for the purpose of fattening them, of birds gorging themselves on their prey (Rev 19:21), and of satisfying the needs of a hungry crowd (Matt 14:20).  Above all, it denotes amplitude, and Paul uses it to refer to his having plenty to eat without any overtones of brutishness 
3.  “To go hungry,” is the direct opposite of this first verb.  Instead of having plenty of food, it pictures the absence of food and the hunger that results (Matt 4:2; 12:1). More than once Paul experienced the grim, literal reality of this word as he engaged himself in the work of carrying out the Christian mission (1 Cor 4:11-13; 2 Cor 4:8-12; 6:4-5; 11:23-29).
4. Paul repeats himself in the next pair. He had written about his “need” (Phil 4:11), and “to abound” (4:12).  Now he writes “to have more than enough,” “to abound,” and “to have too little,” and “to be in need.”  It is as if Paul were saying: “I have been initiated into all schools of life.  I know the secrets of everyday reality.  Christ has taught me through good times and hard how to cope not only with hunger and privation, but with plenty to eat and an abundance of wealth.  It is as if he were saying that the fluctuations of his life were the rites of admission to secret of the kingdom.
The School of Life of Jesus Christ

1. Jesus said that he came that we may have abundant life (John 10:10).  Forgiveness of sins is among the healing remedies to restore life in its fullness.  The simple teaching of Jesus is too simple to attract attention because it is all in the Beatitudes and in the common sayings where Jesus said to those who met him that they all need to have the center of their life in their heart or in their self-awareness.
2. The shift takes place by seeking the Kingdom of God first (Matt 6:36), and that this Kingdom is in us (Luke 17:21).  It is the opening of the eye that is the vision to see that God comes first and that this be the first priority that will reorganize our daily life.

3. When God as our Father is the center of our life, and all that we have, do and say orbits round that center, our life will be re-arranged to have the courage to go hungry, to take blows, to witness without fear.
Dialogue with Philemon
George: Are you not afraid of being shunned because of your way of life?

Philemon: Jesus is my life and this means that the values of right and wrong are not the code of my life.

George: Please explain this.

Philemon: If I do anything because it is acceptable to humans, then these humans are my lords.  But if I do what Jesus told me to do without hesitation and regardless of what humans may say then I truly have been crucified with Christ and He is my Lord.  But George, Divine Love is my code, which allows me freedom and has its center in my love for the Lord.  I look for the truth of love not for the right or the wrong.”
Misunderstood Verse
Verse 13 “I have the power to face all such situations in union with the One who continually infuses me with strength.” 
These famous words are often misunderstood as a type of triumphalism or invincibility. Dr. Frank Lake called it the misreading of great words that became a “flag for maniacs.”  Those words were translated: “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”   This gives the impression that Paul meant he could do anything and that nothing was beyond his powers (KJ, ASV, NRSV, NEB, NASB, NIV).  These translations are misleading to the point of being false. The correct reading according to the Greek:
Verse13  πάντα ἰσχύω ἐν τῷ ἐνδυναμοῦντί με Χριστῷ, 

Panta ischuw en to endynamounti me.
Literal English: All things / I am strong for, / in / the one / who strengthens / me.
1. Panta, πάντα does literally mean “all things.”  But the real meaning of this or any word is determined by its context.  Thus, irrespective of whether it means “all things,” or as suggested “all these things,” the context of the saying does not permit us to say that Paul has been looking to all things but only to the “circumstances of life“ where there is food, or hunger, want or plenty.  Paul did not move without warning the readers from the particular to the general, from “all these things” to “all things.”  πάντα as used here can only refer to “all these situations,” both good and hard, that have just been described by Paul, “all the prosperous and adverse circumstances” that one must encounter in the course of everyday living. (See, G. Hawthorne and R P Martin, World Biblical Commentary, Vol 43, page 266 and also, P T O’Brien, The Epistle to the Philippians: A Commentary on the Greek Text, p 526)
2. Paul says that he has the power to cope with all his circumstances and that his union with Christ gives him strength to be able to handle, all these things.
3. The verb ischuw, iσχύω means “I have the power,” and is used by Paul only twice out of 28 times in the NT.  It is used here and in Galatians 5:6.  Nevertheless, Paul reaffirms that he is not alone at all; he is in Christ where he has his own sufficiency. In Christ “I have the power to face all conditions of life, humiliation or exaltation, plenty to eat or not enough, wealth or poverty, as well as all other external circumstances like these.  I can endure all these things.  I have the resources in myself to master them.  I am strong to face them down. I can prevail over and be absolute master of all the vicissitudes of life.”  So “in Christ” indeed is the force of the active voice of the verb, “I have the power.”  If Paul was alone in these circumstances of his life and “that I have the power” comes only from Paul, the charge of triumphalism would be in order.
4. So also said John Chrysostom (5th century), “Since this might seem like a great boast, see how quickly he adds: “I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.”  “my achievement I have had belongs not to me but to the One who gave me strength.” On Philippians, Hom.16: 4 10-14.
Christ and our Self-Confidence 

Can we repeat what Paul has said about 2, 000 years ago?  The answer is clearly yes. Three reasons that must be listed here, that should define our self-confidence in Christ:
1. We are not alone in this life. This sense of being alone comes from deep guilt and maybe shame that drives us to think and feel that we are separated from Christ because of former sins or daily sins.  I am afraid that “sin as separation” from God, which is the byproduct of sin itself, was talked about as a Christian teaching.  Savior means “the one who does not let go of sinners” to the point of dying for them.  If we think that Jesus our Lord is like our parents or wives or husbands, etc., we in fact have reduced his divine love to the level of our mortal life.  And while we confess his divinity with our lips, which is good, we have no real heart relationship with the All- Powerful Jesus who came for “our sake.”
2. If we learn that prayer is the development of our new self-awareness, we are aware that to be in Christ means that we live in his world. Jesus is the Logos Creator, and He is co-working with us in all our daily takings.  When we pray, we develop corporate self-awareness; shared awareness with Jesus.  We have his blood in us and our life is his life, as well as his life is ours.
3. How we receive the Lord’s Supper makes a great difference to all of us.  While a long line of teaching focused on worthiness, a short line focused on our union with Christ. 
Here are some words from my mentor Philemon whose motto was: 
"The blood of Jesus is His love for me and His blood will be my love for Him.  The blood of Jesus is the power of His love in us, His blood runs gently to change our love and our will.  In times of weakness do not call the power of His blood as if His blood is external for His blood is the life of Jesus that runs like quiet water till this water becomes the flood that will take us to heaven where the Throne of Grace is.”

Partners in hardship
Verse 14  “And yet it was good of you to become partners with me in my hardships.” “Having become partners with me” according to John Chrysostom Paul “does not refer simply to their giving but to their being partakers in Christ.  This shows that the blessings are theirs insofar as they become partakers in Christ.  He does not refer to his troubles being lightened but to his troubles being shared. This is much more personal.” On Philippines, Hom.16: 4 10-14
Verse 14  Yet it was good of you to become partners with me in my hardships.
Greek: πλὴν καλῶς ἐποιήσατε συγκοινωνήσαντές μου τῇ θλίψει. 
Translit: Plen kalws epoiesate synkoinonesantes mou te thlipsei
Literal: But / well / you did, / having fellowship in / my / - / affliction.
Verse 14 is a qualifying phrase in union with the words from the previous verse, “with the One who continually infuses me with strength.”  The secret of Paul’s life is that he had his independence upon Christ.  His self-sufficiency came from being in vital union with the One who is all sufficient.  Paul has said before, “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death” (Phil 3:10).
Power Infused by Jesus

Paul identifies the source of his confidence in “the One who continually infuses with strength.” The verb “to infuse with strength,” endunamounti  or  ἐνδυναμοῦντί, however, is used to denote the powerful work of the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph 6:10; Tim 1:12; 2 Tim 2:1; 4:17). So, later Scribes added to the text “Christ,” and understood Paul’s sense of his confidence. Paul has given up all to “gain” Christ and to be “found” in Christ. Thus to use this verb here is understandable that Christ is the center of his awareness. 
Fragrent Odor
Verse 18  “The gifts you sent me. They are a fragrant odor, a sacrifice that God accepts and that pleases him.”
Here, Paul goes back to worship terms.  This goes back to Christ, that whatever is given to a child is given to God himself (Matt 10:40-42; 25:31-40; Acts 9:3-5).  The sacrificial terms are clear: “the gifts you sent” and literally “an odor of fragrance,” “a fragrant odor,” and “a sacrifice.”  God literally takes pleasure in the smell of the sacrifices offered by his people (Gen 8:21). The quality of an offering is regarded as fragrant smell pleasing and acceptable to God (Exod 29:18, 25, 41; Lev 13; Ezek 20:41; cf. Eph 5:2).  From his understanding of the OT Paul used both fragrant odor and the sacrifice, both common in OT worship (Lev 1-2; the sacrifices of birds; Lev 1:13-17; grain, Lev 2:1-10; and the first fruit the harvest, Lev 2:12-13).  But even within the OT itself this word “sacrifice” includes human life, i.e., “a crushed and humbled spirit” (Ps  51:16-17) could be a sacrifice acceptable to God.  Let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God through Christ; that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name.  Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God (Heb 13:15-16).  The apostolic teaching includes the assistance of the Philippians as a sacrifice that is pleasing and acceptable to God. 
Meeting Needs
Verse 19  “In return, I pray that God may meet every need you have in accordance with his marvelous wealth in Christ Jesus.” 
Paul does not ask God to make them rich or affluent. He asks only that God may “supply their every need” so they will not be in want but will have what they need. “On Philippians, Hom 16. 4:19 

Verse 20  “Now, surely the glory belongs to God our Father forever and ever. Amen!” 
“To God our Father,” is vey personal.  God is not just God but our Father in Christ.  Paul, like all pious Jews, ends with this doxology (from doxos, “praise”).
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