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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #25

The Letter to the Colossians, Chapter 4

A Glance at the Life of the Apostolic Church
DINNER! – Our end-of-session carry in dinner is next Wednesday, May 2, at E91 in the Community Room beginning at 6:30.  All are welcome, and we love to see old friends!  We’re signing up for dishes in class and via email these last days leading up to the dinner.  It’s never too late to decide to come.  Contact Pam with any questions at 317-727-7917 or nana.10554@yahoo.com.
Final Two Classes – Theodoret of Cyrus
In these last two classes George is presenting, verse by verse, ancient Greek commentary on Colossians 2-3-4 written by Theodoret of Cyrus (c. 393-c. 457 CE).  This translation is by Robert C. Hill and George has edited these notes.  Chapter 4 concludes this series.  

Masters and Slaves

4:1 “Masters, render to your (slaves) servants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Lord in heaven.”  
By what is “fair” he referred not to equality of respect but to due care, which servants ought receive from their masters.
Prayer Life
4:2 “Be steadfast in prayer, devoting long hours to it with thanksgiving …”
One ought first be thankful for what has been given, and then offer supplication [prayer].  “… at the same time praying also for us”

4:3 “God may open for us a door for the word so that we may speak of the mystery of Christ.”  
While showing his customary humility, Paul teaches us also not to trust in ourselves but to look for support from one another.  It is the reason “I am in prison.” 
4:4  “The hope is that I may reveal it, as l am obliged to speak of it …”
Paul brought out the reason for his bondage: It brings the message to greater attention (he is saying). He spoke likewise in the letter to the Philippians (v1:13) as well, “In that my bondage became known throughout the whole “praetorium” (from the Latin term praetorium. It derived from the name of one of the chief Roman magistrates, the Praetor from the Latin means "leader".  This was originally the title of the highest-ranking civil servant in the Roman Republic) “ ... and to all the rest.”
Christian Witness

4:5 “Conduct yourselves wisely towards outsiders …”
That is, those not yet believers. “…Be no occasion of harm to them,” he is saying; in every way work for their salvation. Redeeming the time means the present age is not ours; so use it properly and make it your own by claiming it through good deeds. 

Form of Speech 

4:6 “Let your language always be gracious, seasoned with salt”
Make yourself attractive with spiritual insight.  The Lord likewise bade the apostles have salt, and he called them salt (Matthew 5:13).  Paul also teaches them the way to do this: So as to know how you should reply to each person: it is necessary to offer the teaching to unbelieving and believing in different ways, to mature and immature in different ways, and to weak and to well in different ways.

Fellow minsters 

4:7-9 ”Tychicus (means born by chance), beloved brother, faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all about my situation.  8 I sent him to you for that very purpose, for you to know our situation and for him to console your hearts.  9 He is accompanied by Onesimus (Latinized form of the Greek name Ονησιμος (Onesimos), which meant "beneficial, profitable"), our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you; they will tell you about everything here”.  
Onesimus was the servant of Philemon; having taught him the faith in prison, the divine apostle sent him to his master, saying in a letter that though he preferred to keep him with him, he did not wish to go against Philemon’s wishes. Philemon (From Ancient Greek Φιλήμων (Philēmōn) from φιλήμων (philēmōn, “kindly, affectionate”) from φιλέω (phileō, “I love”) probably sent him, but the divine apostle dispatched him once more, as a proven minister of the message, in the company of Tychicus.  From this we can also learn his wisdom from his mentioning both of them in the same breath, saying they will tell you about everything here, but giving Tychicus alone the task of consoling them, for him to know our situation and console your hearts. I mean, since they knew Onesimus was a slave, and it probably upset them that one day he was in service and the next day he suddenly proved capable of both consoling and teaching the whole church, he only claimed to have dispatched Tychicus for that purpose. The task of informing them of his situation, by contrast, he assigned to them both, honoring the former on that basis without bewildering them. 
Greeting

4:10 “Aristarchos, (means bright crater on the Moon) my fellow prisoner, greets you …”
He was from Thessalonica, as blessed Luke brings out, and accompanied him to Judea; from there he traveled with him to Rome.  Paul called him fellow captive for being sharer in his sufferings. “…And Mark (Latin means dedicated to Mars), the cousin of Barnabas (Aramaic בר נביא, bar naḇyā, means “the son of the prophet” his nickname in Acts  4:36 explains the name as υἱός παρακλήσεως, hyios paraklēseōs, meaning "son of consolation" or "son of encouragement") of whom you have received instructions: if he comes to you, receive him.”  This also indicates that he wrote the letter after having seen them: it was after the dispute that developed with blessed Barnabas over Mark he brought the message to Phrygia and Galatia; so it was likely that he then gave the instructions about them. Accordingly, he directs that on his arrival he be accorded the respect due to a teacher.
4:11 “And Jesus, called Justus, greets you.  These men are from the circumcision, and are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God, having proved a consolation to me.”
High praise, proving a source of satisfaction to the apostle.
4:12 “Epaphras (means charming, loving, lovely; devoted to Aphrodite) greets you, the servant of Christ from among you …”
Epaphras was a fellow citizen, as we already mentioned.  “…He is always going to great trouble in praying for you that you may be mature and fully assured in everything God wills.”  He was obliged to bring out his feeling for them so that they might attend more earnestly to his instruction. 
4:13 “I test on his behalf, in fact, that he has great zeal for you and for those in Laodicea and Hierapolis”

These cities are close to one another; all are in Phrygia. 
4:14 “Luke, (means Light) the beloved physician, greets you as does Demas”.
The former (Luke) also composed the divine Gospel and the story of the Acts. 

One Ran Away 

It is also clear from this that the second letter to Timothy (Greek means “God’s honor”) was the last of all the letters written.  Paul says in it, “Demas (Greek means popular) abandoned me, in love with this world.” 
4:15 “Greet the brethren in Laodicea, and Nympha (Greek means “Bird”) and the church in his house” 
Nympha probably happened to be one of the faithful in Laodicea, who made his house function as a church as well, bedecking it with piety.

One Letter Was Not Lost – a Common Mistake 

4:16 “When the letter has been read among you, ensure that it is read also in Laodicea and that you read the one from Laodicea as well.”
Some commentators supposed that Paul had also written to Laodicea; so they immediately come up with a fictitious letter.  The divine apostle, however, did not say, “The one to Laodicea as well,” but “the one from Laodicea as well.”  They had written to him about some matters, and it was likely they had made an accusation about what happened in Colossae, or they were afflicted with the same malady as they.  Hence he said this letter also had to be read by them as well. 
4:17 “And say to Archippus (Greek means “in charge of horses”), see that you discharge the ministry you received in the Lord”.
Some commentators claimed he had been a teacher in Laodicea; but the letter to Philemon brings out that he lived in Colossae, associating him with Philemon.
4:18 “The greeting is in my own hand. …”
That is, in Paul’s hand.  He added this to emphasize that it is with some force that he bids them not to observe the Law.  “…Remember my bonds …”, that is, be zealous in imitating me, patiently bearing the troubles that befall you.  “…Grace is with you. Amen.”  We too must always remember these bonds, reap benefit from the memory pray not to enter into temptation, and should it happen, accept gladly the divine dispensation, give evidence of our courage, and call on divine grace for assistance. This, you see, is the way to struggle and overcome, and to gain the verdict in Christ, to whom with the Father and the all-holy Spirit be glory and magnificence, now and forever, for ages of ages. Amen. 
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