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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #3

Thanksgiving and Prayer

NO CLASS NEXT WEEK!  George’s class will not meet Wednesday, September 28, as George and May have an out of town commitment.  Class resumes Oct. 5. - Bob

Philippians 1:3 -  I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  6 I am sure of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”

Thanksgiving in the Bible

In the Greek text of the Bible two verbs were used: 

αἰνέω, aineo, means “praise” and this appears eight times in the NT. Six are from Luke  (Luke 2:13, 20; 19:37, Acts 2:47; 3:8, 9), and also Romans 15:11 and Revelation 19:5.

1. Unlike secular Greek, the NT used this verb not for parsing human achievement but for what God has done.  So it was used for praise and for hymns where God is the center rather than for great worldly eloquent forms of words.  What is said is not based on elegant speech but on recognition of what God has given:
a. “The children crying out in the temple, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’, they became angry and said to him, ‘Do you hear what these are saying?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Yes; have you never read, “Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise for yourself”?” (Matt 21:16) or “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,* praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” (Luke 2:13).
b. Also unlike secular Greek, the NT used a new expression “the sacrifice of praise”. These names of Christian worship come in the letter to the Hebrews where Jewish sacrifices are no longer able to present us to God or even are acceptable (Heb 10:  4-10).  We are confronted with the Christian teaching, “We have an altar from which those who officiate in the tent  have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the city gate in order to sanctify the people by his own blood. Let us then go to him outside the camp and bear the abuse he endured. For here we have no lasting city, but we are looking for the city that is to come. (Heb 13:10-15).  Also, ”Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name.”  This sacrifice of praise is the application of what was said before in Romans 12:1-2, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters,* by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual* worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect”. This appeal says that our life itself is a sacrifice that offers to God praise for what has been received from the Father in his Son and is given by the Spirit.

The second verb is Εὐχαριστῶ, eucharistō, and means “to give thanks.”
1. The verb was used 24 times and the noun 12 times.  In the miracle healing of the Samaritan, Luke 17:15-17 says, “one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice.  He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Here praise and thanks are mingled that one word can replace the other.
2. Paul used the uncommon way of speaking to both Jews and Gentiles: “I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you.” (Rom 1:8). “My God” was used also in Philippians 1:2.  We should not dismiss this as just a style, because “My God through Jesus Christ” refers to the new revelation of God; a revelation that supersedes that of the OT.  What is given to Christians through Jesus Christ, that is love, faith and their commitment towards each other is the cause of thanks (Eph 1:15;Col 1:3; 1 Thess 1:3, “We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
3. The specific Christian thanksgiving should be noticed in the words of Paul (Eph 5:20), “as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”   The same is repeated in Colossians 3:17, “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” More important is that “in Christ, or in the Lord” is the mark of Christian prayer life: “See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (Thess 5:15-18)

A Letter from Philemon

Brother George,

Peace and eternal joy in Jesus.  How are the brothers and the sisters who believe in the Lord where you live?  Do they speak like our ignorant brothers here (in Egypt) and speak of God or do they say God our Father.  Is the Fatherhood of God known among them?  To speak of God without the Father leads some to forget God’s love as that of the Father. To say “thanks be to God” without saying “in Jesus Christ our Lord” makes us spiritually sluggish and lose our awareness that all good things come from the Father in his Son our Lord Jesus Christ.
Be on your guard and never ever drop the use of the name of our Savior because forgetting the Lord starts with the way we speak about him, for Jesus is either on our lips and thus in our hearts or is pushed away by the way we speak which has its roots in the way we think.

Pray for me

Philemon a sinner

(no date) 1966

Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Supper

From the various accounts in the Gospels and in Paul.
In Lk 22:17-20,  “Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’ Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 20And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”  Note that only thanksgiving is mentioned.  However in Mark 14:22-25: “While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, ‘Take; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, ‘This is my blood of the* covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”  This does not create a problem at all, for blessing is the same as thanksgiving.
Blessing would be more common among the Jews while thanksgiving would go well with the gentiles who know Greek.  The use of the two verbs betrays the use of Aramaic.  Paul maintained the gentile use:  Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” (1 Cor 12:24-25).
A Letter from Philemon

Brother George,

Peace and joy in our beloved Lord Jesus Christ. You asked me about the great mystery of the body and the blood of our Lord.  I only have the words of the Incarnate Truth: “This is my body and this is my blood.”  I can’t give anyone other words than these words.  

You and I have only two options: the first is to live in a world empty of Jesus the Lord of the Universe and the second option is to live in the Universe that has the fullness of Jesus who has ascended to fill all things by His divine presence, for this is the new icon of the new creation which St. Paul says that Jesus our Lord, “the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.” (Eph 1:19-23). 
Those who live in a universe empty of the divine presence of our Lord, live in darkness, seek new ideas to fill up their memory with what links them with the Lord because the universe is flooded with darkness and the only light they have is in their minds.  I was like those, but the Lord opened my heart and saw this new Icon of the New Creation. Then the whole creation became the Supper of the Lord.  Even the sand became like a “candle” expressing the immense goodness of the Lord who created such a great sea of sand.  Every bread is bread of the Lord that feeds His body that is my body which is the Lord’s body.
Please my brother don’t live in two Universes, one without Christ and the other that has Christ.  The first is that one which brings the mediation of “rituals” to bypass the Mediator and the only one our Lord himself.
Love the Lord Jesus and you will be able to live in the Universe of Jesus.

Pray for me

Philemon

(No date) 1966 
Selected words used Paul for his prayer life and for the life of the Church

1. In Philippians 1:2 “constantly”

2. In Ephesians 1:16; and Col 1:9, “night and day” 

3. In Thessalonians 3:10 and 2 Tim 1:4, “unceasingly”
4. In Romans 1:9, and 1 Thessalonians 1:2, 2:13, 5:17, “Unceasing”
5. In Romans 12:12, “persisting”
So what do these words signify for us to day?

1. There is no specific time devoted for prayer

2. Prayer is not on certain days, but is always.

Main Content of Prayer in Christianity

Prayer is a call of the Holy Spirit in the human heart …

For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba!* Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness* with our spirit that we are children of God.” (Rom 8:14-16), and,
“because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba!* Father!’7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.” (Gal 4:6-7). 
Some Christians focus on the privilege of calling God “Abba” that is “Daddy”. But we need to pause for a while on the contents and consider:  prayer in the NT received a U turn from the OT, that in the NT prayer is entering the circle of adoption, redemption and is the work of the Holy Spirit who reveals to us our grace of “adoption.”

A letter from Philemon

My beloved brother in the Lord,

Jesus is our prayer but He is not a book where we read some words or phrases, He is the Lord and the first human who is in the Godhead.  He united God to humanity and humanity to God without any mediation at all being himself the Mediator.
Your question about using books for your prayers and the words of St. Paul in (Gal 4:4-6) is very important. But, I have no knowledge of church history or theology;  I only want to share with you what I have learned.
First: our Lord established new communion that was not available before His Incarnation. He came down from heaven as we say in the Creed, and my simple understanding is that He brought with Him heaven on earth and planted us in the Godhead being the Head of the new creation.  Indeed this was not a mechanical change that took place just by the union of the two natures, but this union had to go through the tunnel of our death and our alienation from God as our Father by our sinful life.  Jesus abolished sin, death, and condemnation by the union of His divinity to our humanity.  Jesus ended our alienation, and by His death Jesus put and end to our condemnation.  By His resurrection, Jesus granted us life eternal now and the resurrection of our bodies.  Then ask yourself; how do we pray if we are included in all these divine revelations of redemption?  We can no longer “beg” like those of the OT people, because God our Father is in us in His Son and by the Holy Spirit.  

When we cry out loud in the liturgy and say, “Lord have mercy” we are not entreating a non-merciful god but we are saying, “Show us your mercy.”   I meet people here in the monastery who have no sense that prayer is the Father’s call to participate in the revelation of His love through Son.  We move inside the divine life through the Son.  This can’t be explained in a coherent systematic way because our acceptance of divine love depends on our mature love and on our cooperation with the work of the Holy Spirit who cries in our hearts, “Abba Father.” 
The work of the Holy Spirit is declared in the Holy Scriptures and what is there is sufficient for us.  

Philemon

NOTE: The Greek verb for the cry of the Holy Spirit is “krazw” which express joy, freedom and confidence because it is the cry of the “children” not that of slaves.

A Letter from Philemon

George my beloved brother,

May the grace of our Lord be your source of life, the air you breath, the water you drink and the power that moves you to the fire of his love. 
You ask me if I have heard the “cry” of the Holy Spirit in my heart.  Indeed all of us hear it but the Spirit of love (Rom 5:5) is not a spirit of tyranny and of oppression, He leads us with freedom and He emptied Himself just like the Son of God, (Phil 2:6ff) to accept to work in us.  The Spirit leads us kindly, speaks to us through our abilities and these are: the imagination, feelings, longing, thirst, hunger, and the deep desire to be with the Father.  All these activities are done in our heart quietly and kindly with the infinite “meekness” of the Spirit.  Some will go into ecstasy, but many of us are led to the normal way of prayer.  As we grow up and leave our words – all of them – behind, our mind and heart begin to speak without words when the sense of the presence of the Father is above words.  If you have not been there, this is because your rational faculty controls your prayer and because as a beginner you still love the use of words.
May our Lord himself who is our true prayer take your hand and plunge you into the sea of His love.
Philemon asks for your prayer

14 Feb 1968 

Prayer In and Though Christ
Prayers in the NT and in particular the Letters of Paul are “in Christ” or “through Christ”. There is a good study of this by G. P. Wiles, The Significance of the Intercessory Prayer Passages in the Letters of St Paul (1974), will reveal that in Paul’s Letters we can see:

1. 
Doxologies that give glory to the Father for what He has given us in Christ (Rom 1:21,23; 4:20; 11:36,9; 16:25; 1 Cor 6:20; 10:31; 2 Cor 1:20; 4:15; 9:13;Gal 1:25,24;Eph 3:20 and in the Letter to the Philippines 2:6ff, “who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as a robbery, but emptied himself,  taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted him  and gave him the name  that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” And in 4:20, To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
2.
Praise and that includes confession of God’s mercy, love, redemption: (Rom 14:111For it is written,  ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,   and every tongue shall give praise to* God.” “to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace” (Eph 1:6f,and notice “so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. (Eph 1:12)
3. 
Blessing is also giving thanks; “they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.” (Rom 1:25).  Looking at the OT people, Paul says, “to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.” (Rom 9:5)  And to be sure that blessing is giving thanks, Paul says, “He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.” (Eph 1:5-7).  And then compare that with Ephesians 1:12-14: “In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.” 
Sharing and Assurance

The Greek verb koinwnia (koinonia) means “sharing” in the Gospel.  Some have taken the verb as “passive” so it means “for believing the Gospel” and this resonates with (Rom 1:8; Col 1:4; 1 Thess 1:3; 2 Thes 1:3).  Some have looked at the word Gospel and read it as the content of the Gospel, because the word means in Paul the “proclamation” of the “message” as in 2 Corinthians 2:12, “I am sure of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” 
The verb “to be sure” was used also in 1:14, 25; 2:24:3:3,4). This verb was also commonly used in the Psalms (25: 2 LXX and 2:11; 11:1; 57:1; 118:8; 125:1).  Paul repeats the words of the OT scripture.
Having Assurance

A letter from Philemon

Brother George,

Peace and joy in our Lord Jesus Christ who is himself our assurance.  

Do some of your friends ask you, “Are you sure of your salvation and have the assurance of eternal life?” We have one correct answer that is proper to our faith and love.  Our assurance is the Lord himself, not any idea or feeling, or this or that verse in the Bible. Jesus is what we possess.  We posses him as the promise of the Father, as the Gift of the divine love, as the life that is eternal and the one who gives the Holy Spirit being our Mediator.  This is what I have, and no one can trouble me about assurance because my assurance rests in him and comes from him.  On my side, I have nothing in me that makes me sure of anything, but on Jesus’ side I have everything that Jesus has.  Deep in my heart, I know that I have achieved nothing good, but the same heart has the dwelling of the Lord and that I am aware of, and if you want to call this assurance, let it be, but its source is the Lord himself.
This is enough for now,
Philemon a sinner

2 March 1966
What is Meant by “Good Work”?

Literally it means “in the midst of you.”  It is the work of grace that can be called “good” because Paul says in (1 Thess 2:13), “it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”).
Good work in the OT is God’s work in creation, and in Genesis 2:2 “good” means also 

beautiful.  In Isaiah, God is the Creator, “Who has performed and done this, calling the generations from the beginning? I, the Lord, am first, and will be with the last.” (41:4) And “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last.’” (44:6).  God as Creator is a common declaration of God’s goodness (Isa 40:26, 28:41:20, 43:1, 7, 15; 45:7).  The two words used for God: first and last, are The Redeemer and the Creator, “Who is the First and the Last, who starts to create and is the one who Completes.” 
‘Completion’
This is the OT Background of the words, “will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 

Christ.”  It is a declaration of God’s faithfulness that what has started in the ministry of Jesus will come to its completion. The English translation actually lost the meaning of archis emeras  (ἄχρις ἡμέρας Ἰησοῦ), which truly means, “this is the day of the second appearance of our Lord: The day of Christ (Phil 1:10; 2:16), and “the day of the Lord (1 Cor 5:5; 1 Thes 5:2; 2 Thes 2:12, compare also 1 Cor 1:8 ;2 Cor 1:14)
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