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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #5
Sharing and Struggle – Philippians 1:12-18
Philippians 1:12 Now I want you to know, my brothers, that what has happened to me has served to advance the gospel rather than otherwise.  13 As a result it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains because of my union with Christ, 14 and as a further result most of the believers have more confidence in the Lord through my imprisonment so that they grow bolder all the time in preaching the word (“of God” is in many old Greek MSS) fearlessly.

Brothers (and Sisters)
Philippians 1:12 – Now I want you to know, my brothers …,
The use of “brothers” in the NT has no gender connotation at all.  It is a Hebrew way of addressing those who have a “bond” of ethnic origin that is from the same “tribe” in the OT.  But in the NT the “bond” is Christ, who is “the first born among many brothers” (Rom 8: 29).  We are one body, the body of Christ the church.  This teaching is costly, that is why it does not receive attention in our teaching.  We are members of the same life, under the Lord of Love and share the same Holy Spirit, yet as this demands from us to love each other as Jesus loves us, we try to avoid this teaching.
What takes place of this very holy and divine teaching and become its substitute?

1. Our belonging to secular body where we have friends or colleagues who are part of what we do daily in: schools, hospitals, court of law…Etc. This is essential friendship that must be kept. But our relationship with those who share our daily life should not be more important than those who share with us the Lord’s Table.

2. We share under the wings of secular life almost: food, responsibilities, time, transportation and may be also housing. Our love should not be divided between those in the church and those whom we work with or the neighbors but the level of sharing with those who share the same Lord has many things that secular life does not even recognize: Praying for each other – believing in the same values – having the same source of love and the same hope in our good Savior. These are the foundation of the eternal sharing we have with our ‘brothers and sisters’ members of the body of Christ and Co-hairs of the same inheritance (Rom 8: 17)

A Note from Philemon

“Please remind yourself every day that what is temporary must not rule your life and become more important than the eternal.  This is the way that keeps brotherly love. When we forget the eternal we fall into the pit of worry, fear and anger; our mortality has made us confused between the temporary and the eternal.  If we loose something temporary we must not feel anger or allow hatred to rule us.

Let our fear be directed towards losing what is eternal, because if we lose something temporary we may gain it, but if we lose what is eternal we become unable to gain it back unless we truly repent.”

No date, 1964

Advancing the Faith

Philippians 1:12 “… what has happened to me has served to advance the gospel rather than otherwise”
The NT is the only book that used this word: advance, or progress.
“What has happened” means on the basis of Acts 25:14, Paul is referring to his case in the courts, that the rendering [phrasing] “‘my lawsuit” may be the meaning that was also hinted at here (Phlpn 1:12) and in Colossians 4:7, “the things pertaining to me” or “my circumstances” or “what has happened to me” (NIV), or “my affairs” (AV), since the word order of the Greek rules this out.
We must read this with the next phrase “so that my chains in Christ have become manifest.”  Paul used his catchphrase “in Christ,” so the chains are a circumstantial or adverbial modification that speaks of Christ as “my chains” but they are also “in Christ”.

A shared life between Paul and Jesus is the foundation of this specific use “in Christ” and later on, “in the Lord.”  Three essential things must be noted:

1. 
Jesus owns Paul to the extent that Paul calls himself the “slave” of Jesus Christ.

2. 
Life and death are no longer part of a physical cycle of life, Paul said, “if we live we live for the Lord, if we die, we die we belong to the Lord” (Rom 14:8).  This belonging is that of the great union that drives Paul almost to shout, “as for me my life is Christ and death is a gain” (Phlpn 1:21)   

3.  Here, the “Chains” may be understood as meaning that the manifestation of “chains” is really “in Christ” and that the imprisonment was for the manifestation of Christ’s saving activity and therefore contributed to the spread of the Gospel.  Even if we translate the Greek as “my bonds have become manifest-in-Christ” or “it has become clear … that I am in chains for Christ” Paul’s imprisonment is “for Christ’s sake.” Therefore Paul is not a criminal; it is part of his sharing in Christ’s sufferings (Phlpn 3:10)
The Palace Guard
Philippians 1:13 – “Throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else …” 
The palace guard was known in Latin as “praetorium” and became a Greek loanword from the Latin.  Originally it meant “the praetor’s tent in camp, with its surroundings,” or “the headquarters in a camp.”  In the course of time the word also came to designate “the official residence of a governor or prince,” which is the meaning it has elsewhere in the NT (Matthew 27:27; Mark 15:16; John 18:28, 33; 19:9; Acts 23:35).  John Chrysostom, Theodore of Mopsuestia, and Theodoret of Cyrus understood that Paul was speaking of the Imperial Palace, the imperial residence in Rome.  

The Latin word “praetorium” can mean the barracks attached to the imperial palace: a small detachment of the praetorian guards was stationed there.  But to be more precise, “Praetorium” is not a place but a body of men, who were forming the Praetorian Guard.  This connotation is clear from the writings of the Roman historians: Tacitus, Pliny, Suetonius, and the Jewish historian Josephus.  So these are emperor’s bodyguards or praetorian cohorts stationed in Rome.  They were 9,000 praetoriani. 

The Believers Grow Confidence
Philippians 1:14 – and as a further result most of the believers have more confidence in the Lord through my imprisonment so that they grow bolder all the time in preaching the word (“of God” is in many old Greek MSS) fearlessly
 So as the Gospel makes progress (prokope in Greek).  What is this progress or advancement?
1. 
The news of Paul’s imprisonment gave other Christians in Rome courage to evangelize.
2. 
The Gospel’s progress demands:

Courage

Confidence

Daring

The believers in Rome, having had their confidence in the Lord strengthened by Paul’s example, were encouraged to speak more boldly.
Progress

Progress is a key word that highlights the heart of the Christian Understanding of Life: Education and the progress of Humanity: How is this so?

1. The Gospel is an “Incarnated” message.  It is not only “Good News” as we normally speak but it is the message of progress from life to death to resurrection.  These were not words but the life of the Incarnate God who planed progress by putting his life in the same cycle of human life to lift it up. 

2. Thus there is no progress without pain and suffering. This is the message that Christianity introduced to our civilization.  Pain and suffering were not part of any religious life, till the speared of the Gospel.  Nations and even individuals who avoided suffering never progressed.  There has never been “freedom” without “shedding blood … The world will always be in a state of war till all humans become free kings and free queens.” (Dostoyevsky) 

3. Christian life is marked by discipleship, and discipleship is essentially carrying the cross, our cross that makes the Cross of Jesus the life-giving power to carry our own cross.

A Letter from Philemon

My beloved brother,

May the Crucified and Risen Lord be your real life. 

Why are we called to carry our cross and to renounce our life?  Since I became a monk, I kept the words of the Lord in my heart as a light that I must follow.  Here is what I have learned from my dialogues with the Lord and from reading the Holy Scriptures.

1. The fall of Adam created in us the inclination to seek “comfort” at any “coast”. Sin made our autonomy the good that we seek according to our own law of good and evil.

2. I wondered and prayed why did our Savior command us to love our enemies? The immediate answer is that we should do so because our heavenly Father loves his enemies.
But the eternal meaning is that of cleansing us from extreme self-love which has the root of hate.  This is why our Lord gives a particular qualification of Christian love, “love each other as I have loved you.”  Here is the simple truth that we have to learn Jesus’ sacrificial love.  This is the meaning of self-renunciation.  To love for the sake of Jesus is to get rid of our deep desire of self-satisfaction that leads us to laziness.
My beloved brother, there is nothing more dangerous in this life than a divided love. This divided love is the cause of too many sins.  There is one way out of that, to bring your love and the love of Jesus and all that is around you and is related to you to one united life where you and Jesus share everything.

Pray for me

Philemon

21 March 1966

‘In the Lord’

This term “in the Lord” is a mark of Pauline teaching.  It is a qualifier of those who share with Paul what Paul has in the Lord and what Paul is already in Christ.  “In the Lord” means “the believers” here in Philippians 1: 14. 

Reasons for Preaching the Gospel  - Philippians 1:15-18)

Philippians 1:15 – Some indeed preach Christ out of jealousy and contention, but others do so out of goodwill.  16 The latter (preach Christ) out of love, knowing that I am divinely appointed for the defense of the gospel.  17 The former proclaim Christ from selfish ambition, not from pure motives, for they imagine that they will stir up trouble for me while I am in prison.  18 Does it matter?  The significant thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is being preached.”

Who Are These Preachers?

1. Although the center is preaching, and for Paul preaching Christ means:
a. Christ crucified, (1 Cor 1:23; 21, 2:4; Gal 5:11)
b. Christ risen (1 Cor 15:11,12,14)
c. Christ Lord (2 Cor 4:5)
d. Proclaiming the Good News, that is, the Gospel (2 Cor 1:19; 11:4; 1 Tim 3:16; Rom 10:14).
2. There is one word that includes all the above and this word is the Gospel (Gal 2:2; Col 1:22; 1 Thess 2:9; 2 Tim 4:2), and also the “word of faith” (Rom.10:8).  So, let us become aware that:
a. When Paul used preaching Christ it is the word, of faith.
b. It is also the Gospel of Christ in v16.
3. Although these groups are engaged in preaching Christ, their motives are very different. 

a. The first, moved by “jealousy and rivalry,” are governed by “selfish ambition” (v. 17), while the second is out of their love for Paul (v. 16) as well as appreciative of the “divine approval” (en’ e, v15) that attested his ministry. 

b. Both  phthovos (envy) and Eris (jealousy) were used in Classical Greek as part of the “lists of vices” which have their base in “envy” and  “jealousy.”  According to Aristotle, both were not simply a desire to have what another other person possesses but to deprive him to the point of destroying that person.  Occurring nine times in the NT, “envy” appears in several lists of evil qualities that characterize the unredeemed life.  It is one of the “works of the flesh” (Gal. 5:21) where nature that is man as he is has the upper hand.  Envy belongs to those people whom God has given up to a “base mind,” that is, the mind that has no light of love for God (Rom. 1:29), and is a feature of life before conversion (Titus 3:3).  It has to be put away by those who “matured and are seeking to salvation” (1 Pet. 2:1-2).

c. Envy was the sin of Satan.  In the book of wisdom of Solomon, which is not read by many today, this book says, “ God created human beings for incorruption and made them the image of his own nature, but through the envy of the devil death entered the world.” (2:23, A New English Translation of the Septuagint, Oxford 2007).
A Quick Glance at Envy in the NT

Romans 1:28-29 –  “And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind and to things that should not be done. They were filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, they are gossips….”
This is the state of those who has lost their communion with their Creator:
1. When it says that God gave then debased mind, it means that as the Creator and the Provider of all that his creation needs to remain in existence, God let go of them, that is let them choose their own way. 
2. The end result is that they took a U turn away from even the natural way of life.
1 Timothy 6:2-5 … Teach and urge these duties.  3 Whoever teaches otherwise and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that is in accordance with godliness, 4 is conceited, understanding nothing, and has a morbid craving for controversy and for disputes about words. From these come envy, dissension, slander, base suspicions, 5 and wrangling among those who are depraved in mind and bereft of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain.
1. Converts are not immune from sliding back into the old way of thinking.  Here is a description of the mental life that consecrates its energy on what is not of value at all but comes from deep emptiness.
2. The decline comes from taking no pleasure in the “sound words,” that is, the right teaching. where love is central.
Titus 3:1-3  1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarrelling, to be gentle, and to show every courtesy to everyone.  3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating one another.
1. We have two sets of two opposites: obedience does not allow us to speak evil or to quarrel – while disobedience brings the contrary. Being led astray to passions brings hunger to pleasure and that intensifies the passions.
2. Please notice the end of the verse, “passing our days …” where love is not central and once more brings all what we left behind.
A Difficult Verse about Envy
James 4:4-6 – 4 “Adulterers! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.  5 Or do you suppose that it is for nothing that the scripture says, the spirit that dwells in us lusts to envy God?  6 But he gives all the more grace; therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

1. Who is this spirit? Please remember that in old Greek MSS [manuscripts] there was never a capital letter for spirit.  So it is our spirit that is in us, but the use of “dwells’” in us is rather unusual.  But the nearest use is in 1 Corinthians 2:11, “For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within?  So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God.”
2. In the NEB, “or do you suppose that scriptures has no meaning when it says that the spirit which God has implanted in man turns towards envious desires.”  The use of scripture here could be Genesis 4:1-6ff where Cain killed his own brother out of envy.  If this is so, then we can highlight the old Christian reaching of the 4th century, that what we have in our nature like fear and anger were given for self-defense.  But like all natural energies they become manipulated for self-interest only.  So also envy can be used to enhance our abilities and to compete for a higher good rather than destroying the other(s).  This is the work of our cooperation with the Spirit of love (Rom 5:5) who gives us to compete, but with humbleness.  Paul says, “Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one another.” (Gal 5:26)

 A Note from Philemon
Envy is the work of the devil, because the devil lacks loving others, if the devil can love, he will repent. Watch how envy has entered the church through seeking leadership and money – gains that make any one who is successful open to envy and also envied by others who are less successful.  Love is the only remedy for that by the grace of God can uproot envy from the heart.” 

No Date
3.
The second group proclaims Christ because of good will (Rom 10:1; 2 Thes 1:11) This word evdokian, good will, in Greek is not just a feeling of good will towards Paul but it means divine acceptance of Paul’s ministry.  Certainly most NT instances of the term have to do with the divine “favor” or “good pleasure” (Matt 11:26; Luke 2:14; 10:21; Eph 1:5, 9, and esp. Phil 2:13).  The term “good will” in Philippians 1:15 means the divine approval that attested Paul’s ministry.  Paul received the love for the apostle (v. 16), and appreciative of that divine approval of the Philippians who took up the task of proclaiming Christ.
4. In Philippians 1:16-17 we have more precise definition of the motives underlying the preaching of each of the two groups.  Once more it is to be noted that there is no question of the genuineness of the preaching, in spite of the wrong motive that some have developed.
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