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Jesus: the Parable of Divine Love

A Study of the Parables – Part 5 & 6
Prayers of Different Persons: The Journey to Jerusalem 

Perseverance in Prayer

Luke 18:1 He told them a parable about the need always to pray on and not to give up. 
2 He said, “There was once a certain judge in a certain town who neither feared God nor cared about human beings.”  3 There was a widow in that town who used to come to him and say, “Vindicate me against my antagonist.”

4 He didn’t want to, for a time.  But later on he said to himself: “Though I neither fear God nor care about human beings, 5 because this widow is a nuisance, I will vindicate her so that her coming does not utterly wear me out.”  6 The Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says.  7 Will not God then vindicate his chosen who cry out to him day and night?  Will He delay long over them?  8 I tell you, He will vindicate them speedily; but will the Son of Man, when he comes, find faith on the earth?”

‘Not to Give Up’ is the Message of Jesus 

In Luke we have two examples of those who don’t give up praying: Luke 18 and Jesus on the Mount of Olives (22:39-46).  Also there is the prayer of the Christian community during the imprisonment of Peter in Acts 12:5.  In Luke 18:1 above, “not to give up” is literally not to “become weary.”  Christ calls his disciples not to lose heart if the prayer seems not to be answered.

The Striking Persons in the Parable 

Jesus strikes a cord to press on the mind of his disciples that they must not give up. Why we do we need to persevere?

1. 
We need time to be sure that this is what we want.
2. 
God delays not because God has a “hard heart.”  We are warned in this parable not to think of God as we think of those who have “public responsibly.”  The first figure is a Judge who “neither feared God nor cared about human beings.”  This sort of description of figures who have a prominence was used for King Jehoiakim by the Jewish historian Josephus: “neither reverent toward God nor fair toward human beings” (Antiquities 10:5, 2).  For this reason the judge is described as “dishonest” in verse 6.
3. 
Jesus selected a popular figure, “a Judge,” to compare him with the popular and common figure “God.”

4. 
Then a second figure is introduced, “a widow.”  In the time of our Lord “a widow” was seen as a helpless woman deprived of equity and had no protection.  Jesus charged that some of the religious leaders that “houses” of widows were being devoured (Luke 20:47).  This must be at the time of the death of the husbands and the dividing of the wealth.  The OT has good number of warnings against denying justice to widows: Exodus 22:22-24; Deuteronomy 10:18; 24:17; Malachi 3:5; Ruth 1:20-21; Lamentations 1:1; Isaiqah 54:4; Psalm 68:5.  So a widow is an example of the “outcast,” the poor and the weak. 

5. 
There were prominent widows in the story of Acts (2:37; 4:25-26; 7:12; 20:47; 21:2-3; Acts 6:1; 9:39, 41) but here we have a woman who was among other women in the time of Jesus who were helpless and could exert no real influence on those in power, having lost support of the man to whom she was married.  Persistence was her only weapon.

The Cry for Justice

The widow wanted what is legal and her Right.  She said literally, “vindicate me from my adversary.”  This is a lawsuit.  She was seeking that the judge secure her rights.  She was not seeking punishment of her opponent, but only the settling of her rights.  Jesus said that this was going on “for a time.”  Please notice:

1. She demanded her right,
2. She was not seeking punishment,
3. Her demand went on for a long time.

This was met by the “unwilling,” judge.  Jesus did not add a reason at all for the hesitation of the judge except that he feared not God nor cared about humans. 

We need not to speculate why the judge was hesitant.  Then what made him decide is not justice but that the widow was “a nuisance.”  She disturbed the judge, so he acted not because of his love for justice, but because he became tired of the woman.

The Force of the Weak   

The judge realized that the widow may keep on for an indefinite time.  So his lack of concern for other human beings is being undermined by a helpless widow’s persistence. 
“I shall vindicate her …Lest she come and pester me.”  He wants only to look after his own interest and be freed of the widow’s continual nagging.

God is Not Like this Judge

Here is the core of the parable.  Luke was careful to write “the Lord” and here it is certainly Jesus speaking (Compare Luke 7:13 and 16:8).  These words are priceless:

1. The judge is dishonest or unrighteous,
2. But will give the widow her right,
3. Then compares this man with God.
Focus Point
“Neither feared God nor cared about human beings …” This verse is the focus point of the parable as a whole: 

1. If even a dishonest judge can be prevailed upon to do justice, how much more will the God of Justice listen to the persistent prayer of his own people?

2. The query in verse 7: “Will not God then vindicate his chosen ones?” or literally “Will not God then produce the vindication of his chosen ones?” 

The Mind of Jesus

1. In Matthew in the sermon on the Mount, Jesus provides us with two important sources of our knowledge of real life and applies them to the Heavenly Father: 

a. Humans such as parents who will never give something uneatable to their children (Matt 7:9) 

b. Creation, the lilies of the field, the rain, the rising of the sun and the falling of the rain. 
Both are the primary terms of reference to the teaching of the Lord.
2. Jesus does this to keep us in touch with the first book of divine revelation that is creation, and to appeal to the common human knowledge of what is so obvious.  The genius of Jesus is in making “what is so obvious” reflect the Heavenly Father.  Here the mind of Jesus projects two things:

a. Learn from what is obvious to move forward to what can’t be disputed.  For who can dispute the above manifestation of the kindness of the Heavenly Father who shines on the Good and the Wicked and the care of the parents.

b. Knowledge advances by intuition, not only by analysis and disputation.  If your eye can see well, your body will not lose its vital energy (Matt 6:22).  But if the vision is blurred, your energy is divided and the achievement is less.

God and his Chosen          

1. The “chosen ones” (eklektoi) occurs only here in Luke-Acts. (Compare: Mark 13:20, 22, 27; Luke 21:22).  In the OT this name means the people of the Covenant (Isa 42:1; 43:20; 65:9, 15, 23; Ps 105:6, 43).  It is a common mistake in interpreting our Christian Writings to think “chosen” and “elected” mean the same thing in the OT.  The chosen and the elect are the people of Israel, not certain individuals.

2. Here in the parable the chosen are the disciples of Jesus and hence all the believers.

3. The chosen cry out to God day and night and this is the literal meaning of the verse 7. On the expression “day and night,” (see 2:37; Acts 9:24; 20:3 1; 26:7. Cf. Ps 22:3), this is the Hebrew way of saying “always”. 

Does God Delay Answering Prayers?

The English NT provides us with these translations of Luke 18:7:

KJV:

“though he bears long with them?”


RSV:
 “and delay long over them?”


NEB: 
“while he listens patiently to them?”


NAB: 
“Will he delay long over them?”


NIV: 
“Will he keep putting them off?”


NRSV:
 “Will he delay long in helping them?”

The Greek verb makrothemew means “to have patience, wait” or “to delay.”  Here the verse can mean, “and delay over them?”  If we examine carefully the context of the two parts of the verse:

1.  18:7, the two questions then mean:

a.
God will vindicate his elect,

b.
God will not delay in regard to them.

In Luke 18:8 Jesus affirms that God will indeed vindicate his chosen, and that God will “quickly” ratify the answer.  That God will not delay means that God will answer in God’s Time.
Letter from Philemon

My beloved brother George,

Peace and joy in our beloved Jesus. 
Does God delay answering our prayers?  I asked the Teacher of Truth and He was silent. But as I persevered, I was able to see a smile on the face of Jesus our Lord.  He whispered,

“My time is not the same as your time.  My time is devoted to save and to shepherd my sheep. I have a plan for each and none of them will be ever neglected. My time runs according to my plan. Your time runs according to days and nights. We have two different times. Your beginnings and endings are by time reckoning of days and hours.  My time begins but does not end.  It beings by moving people and creating events and as all run the course I have designed, I make things happen.  You prayed for a long time to get rid of your ‘impure’ thoughts. I was waiting for two things to happen in your heart:

First: that your love for yourself be equal to loving me,
Second: that you reach total despair of trying to be holy without me. 
You know to achieve anything without me is the road to Hell, and your father Adam took that road before you.”
I have written the words of the Lord so that you may have hope in Christ.

Read the OT and see how very often people cry to God and ask “when?”  I am not a learned man like you but you know how long the exile of Israel in Babylon was?  It is after years that the Lord brought them back to the land to re-build Jerusalem.

Pray for me

Philemon

1st Sept 1969
Important Note on the Letter of Philemon

SEEK - English speaking Christians may miss the important Hebrew verb darash, usually translated “to seek.”  It was used 25 times in the Psalms,m e.g., Psalm 22:26, “those who seek the Lord will praise him.”  But it is the noun darashem, “seekers” that is used for prayer.  From the same root there is another word midrash, meaning a commentary or a lesson to explain.  A prayer is the way to seek the Lord.

Luke 18:8 says “he will produce their vindication in haste,” an assurance that God will listen to the persistent prayers of his chosen ones and establish equity in their cause. 

Then comes, “But (as for) the Son of Man coming, will he find that faith on the earth?”

In this Lucan context the phrase refers to the revelation of his day (Luke 17:30), meaning to find that faith on the earth that is faith that inspires persistent prayer.  
The Justice of God and Human Justice

1. Justice in Hebrew is sadakh.  It means truth, or “what is correct.”  It has its Slavic quality (Ps 31:1; 143:1). 

2. In the parable, Jesus tells us that God as a Judge keeps his eyes on the chosen.  

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector: A Wrong Kind of Prayer
Luke 18:9 (Jesus) also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  11 The Pharisee stood and prayed these things concerning himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of men – thieves, swindlers, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all that I acquire.’
13 “But the tax collector, standing far off would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner.’
14 “I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

What was Wrong with the Pharisee’s Prayer?

1. To answer this question we must take note of Verse 9: (Jesus) also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt. The parable is addressed to certain kind of persons, those who had:

a. trust in themselves,
b. regarded others with contempt.
Two Different Persons at Prayer

1. The Pharisee belongs to certain people.  The name “Pharisee” means “separated one.” The Pharisees were a movement rather than a denomination (in the modern American sense) within Judaism devoted to observing the Torah, including ritual purity, and to piety toward God.  They were the most ardent group who cared about the Law. According to the Jewish historian Josephus, the Pharisees were the most observant of all the identifiable Jewish groups, and they were held high regard among the masses of people. (Antiquities of the Jews 13:297-298).

2. The tax collector is obviously a Jew since he goes to the Temple to pray.  He would have been one of those who collect tolls, market duties, and all kinds of local taxes (sales, income, property, and inheritance) making their living by overcharging people. We can guess that from the words of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:8). As a tax collector, he is a hated  figure by the people.

The Mind of Jesus

1. Jesus brings two opposite persons: one keeps the Law and the other certainly breaks the Law.

2. What is striking is that Jesus told the parable with a sense of clam and easiness.  We don’t know whether a Tax Collector will ever go to the Temple to pray because of fear of the people.  But it was the custom of a Jewish man pious to go to the Temple for prayer.

3. Jesus brings the most hated figure, the Tax Collector, and the most popular figure, the Pharisee, to the presence of God.

4. Those who heard the parable (Jesus’ audience) may not have heard of a tax collector going to the Temple to pray.  Jesus gave a shock to the crowd and the narrative is a continuation of the previous parable in 15:1ff.  It is the same topic Jesus wants to tell about who is accepted in the kingdom.
5. Jesus was on many occasions welcomed the Tax Collectors and was also severely criticized for associating with tax collectors and the Harlots. 

The First Prayer

1. Two men, i.e., two types of contemporary Jews, went up from the city to the mount of the Temple (Ps 122:1).  Prayer in the Temple could have occurred at any time of the day.  We know of two periods were reserved for public prayer: at the third hour of the day or about 9 a.m. (see Acts 2:15). and at the ninth hour or about 3 p.m. (Acts 3:1). 

2. Standing for prayer was also a common custom.  The Pharisee said: “I thank you.”  To start a prayer with “thanks” was also common and Jesus himself said it once (in John 11:41).  The thanksgiving is gratitude to God.  But here, the prayer goes wrong because the reason was not for God’s mercy but as we shall see it is for himself.  But the reasons cited are another matter.  They point to the self.

3. “I am not like the rest of mankind” implies the Pharisee.  J. Jeremias cited a prayer similar to the prayer of the Pharisee that has come down to us from the first century AD in the Talmud: “I thank you, O Lord, my God, that you have given me my lot with those who sit in the seat of learning, and not with those who sit at the street-corners; for I am early to work, and they are early to work; I am early to work on the words of the Torah, and they are early to work on things of no moment.  I weary myself; and they weary themselves; I weary myself and profit thereby, while they weary themselves to no profit.  I run and they run; I run towards the life of the Age to Come, and they run towards the pit of destruction.” (The Parables of Jesus, 1970, p142).  Paul boasted in the Lord, but his own Pharisaic past (Phil 3:4-6; Gal 1:14; 2:15) was not a credit to him. 

Tracking Sin and Virtue

Here is a list of sins that violate the Ten Commandments (Exod 20:14-15; Deut 5:17-18) and also a list of virtues. 

1. “Robbers, evildoers, and adulterers.” these persons are under judgment.  The Greek word for evildoers is adikoi, which is generic in contrast to the other two, more specifically of “deceivers.”  This may be a reference to the sin of the tax collector. 
2. “I am not like this toll-collector.”  Rabbi Hillel advised to his disciples: “Keep not aloof from the congregation and trust not in thyself until the day of thy death, and judge not your fellow until you have come to his place.” Here the Pharisee is saying that he is not at all with the “sinners.”

3. “I fast twice a week.”  Fasting was prescribed in the OT for the Day of Atonement (Lev 16:29, 31 “you shall afflict yourselves” = you shall fast; 23:27, 29, 32; Num 29:7) and possibly for some other occasions (Zech 8:19; cf. 7:3, 5; Esther 31: Neh 9:1).  Fasting by individuals in OT times was an expression of mourning (2 Sam 12:21), penance (1 Kgs 2 1:27; Ezra 10:6), or supplication (Neh 1:4; Dan 9:3).  That Pharisees and disciples of John the Baptist fasted in NT times is known from Luke 5:33.  This passage is the earliest record of the custom of Jews fasting twice a week. The Second Century Christian Manuel known by the name “Didache” (did-ih-KEE) which means “Teaching,” in 8:1 instructs Christians that they are not to fast “with the hypocrites” on the second and fifth days of the week, but on the fourth day and on the day of preparation for the Sabbath that is Friday.  This probably reflects a Christian tradition of about A.D. 100.  The days thus mentioned for Jewish fasting, Mondays and Thursdays are known in Jewish sources.  The Rabbinic tradition tells us that it was Thursday the day Moses ascended Mount Sinai and he came down on Monday after forty days.  The Pharisee’s mention of fasting twice a week is part of his boast about works of supererogation [class of actions that go beyond the call of duty – ed.], as is also his boast about tithing.

4. “I pay a tithe.”  Deuteronomy 14:22-23 prescribes a tithe of all the produce of one’s seed, grain, wine, oil, firstlings of the herd and flock.  It was to be offered annually at the harvest festival.  If the person lived far from the Temple, the produce could be converted to money, and that could be offered instead. (See Deut 14:25-27; cf. Num 18:21-24).  In other words, Pharisee is saying: He ate not only “clean” food, but was also careful to eat only tithed food.

The Prayer of the Tax Collector

1. He also stood far and had no confidence in his good works or keeping the Law.  He refused even to raise his eyes to heaven.  In the OT times this was common.  Only Jesus broke the habit (John 11:41; 17:1). Jesus could look up to heaven without hesitation. 

2. He strikes his chest.  It signifies both shame for the sins and also guilt.  He struck his breast where the heart is. It is a sign of compunction, sorrow, or contrition. (See Luke 23:48). 

3. “God be merciful to a sinner” or “Have pity on me O God, sinner that I am.” He prays in the spirit of Psalm 51:3: Have Mercy on Me.  He asks for forgiveness and mercy.  There is no courage to express thanksgiving.  This sense is also found in the LXX (2 Kings 5:18)  

The Teaching of our Lord on Prayer

To be continued next week 
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