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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #6
Life and Death in Christ – Philippians 1:18-20
Rejoice!
Philippians 1:18 Yes, and I will continue to rejoice.  19 For I know that, through your 
intercessory prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, this will result in my salvation.  20 This is in accordance with my eager expectation and hope that I will in no way suffer disgrace, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be glory in my body, whether by my life or death.

No Division of Life
Verse 18:  Paul turns away from his present joy, focusing the preaching of Christ to his future joy regarding his own salvation and the honoring of Christ in life or death: “Yes, I will continue to rejoice.”

Paul in Christ does not have a transient life.  His day and his tomorrow is that new life in Jesus and for Jesus.  There is no division here between earthly life and heavenly life.  Life in Christ is one life.  If Paul stands before his earthly judges and the day after tomorrow when he appears before the heavenly judge, Paul will have joy: “Yes, and I shall rejoice”.  This self-surrender to the Lord of life is the source of this Joy.

Intercessory Prayers
Verse 19: For I know that, through your intercessory prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, this will result in my salvation.  

Paul knows that God in Christ who abolished his (Paul’s) condemnation has vindicated him. Jesus is Paul’s assurance. Then Paul does not care whether he is acquitted by Caesar’s tribunal and discharged from prison or not.  Paul knows that in his captivity he has been divinely appointed for the defense of the gospel (v. 16).  

Paul may have Job in mind and like Job; he can count on God’s faithfulness for his final vindication.  This vindication will come in answer to the intercessory prayers of his Philippian brothers for the assistance of the Spirit that will enable Paul to bear witness faithfully. 
In words that correspond exactly to the LXX of Job 13:16, Paul says with firm conviction: “this will turn out for my salvation.”  Paul, like Job, is certain of his vindication. The “help of the Spirit” is one among several works of the Sprit in the NT that do not appear in the OT (Gal 3:5; also at 2 Cor 9:10; Col 2:19; 2 Pet 1:5, 11).
The Spirit is here called ‘the Spirit of Jesus Christ’ this means in the NT that Christ sends
1.
The Spirit so that the apostles can witness to Jesus as Lord.
2.
The Spirit is the power Paul to proclaim the words without fear and not be put to shame— a shame that has nothing to do with public opinion but rather with one’s faithfulness before God.
Verse 20:  This is in accordance with my eager expectation and hope that I will in no way suffer disgrace, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be glory in my body, whether by my life or death.

The apostle’s deep desire and hope are for “the progress of the gospel, the perseverance of his converts, and the accomplishment of God’s redeeming purpose.”  His being acquitted at the heavenly tribunal is in accordance with, as well as part and parcel of, that divine purpose.  As Paul looks forward eagerly to its fulfillment he focuses on his desire that now as always Christ will be praised because of him.  He hopes with full courage to bear faithful witness to his Lord so that he will be honored whether Paul lives or dies.

Life or Death – Philippians 1:21-26
Philippians 1:21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.  22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer.   23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.  25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith,  26 so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.”
“With Christ” in Philippians and the other letters of St. Paul

Special vocabulary 

Paul uses the "with Christ" 36 times in his letters. 

Some remarks on the Greek:

1. The phrase "to be with Christ" syn Christo einai does not speak of one happening but of an existence, the new life that is permanent.  It expresses the certainty of being removed from the old life in this world to a new one. 

2. "With Christ" in Rom 6:1ff is the longest text ever dealing with Baptism in the entire NT. There we can see a double idea: It is "the present unity with Christ that takes place in Baptism, and the fulfillment of that by his once-for-all death and resurrection."
The OT background

1. "With Christ" can’t be separated from the motif of dying and rising with Christ.  The typical OT use is "God with us" rather than "we will be with God." As such it denotes eternal fellowship with him.
2. If we look at the use of “syn = with,” we have 76 cases syn = with as part of the meaning of the word.  Six uses are in OT quotations and are not directly applicable. Eight additional uses are in the negative context of believer with unbeliever or believer with an immoral brother.  In 47 cases syn is part of a compound that speaks of good relations among believers. Finally, 21 syn-compounds speak of the believer's association with Christ.

3. 
"With Christ “basic texts are in Rom 3:3, 4; 1 Thess 4:14, 17; 5:10. Rom 6:8; Gal 2:19; Eph 2:5.) Words such as syngenës, sympherö, symphyletês, and syntribö. Rom 9:28 (twice); 11:10, 34; 1 Cor 1:19; 2:16.1 Cor 5:9; 5:11 (twice); 2 Cor 6:15, 16; Gal 2:12; Eph 5:11; 2 Thess 3:14.

The Letter to the Philippians

Philippians has one use of syn with the dative in (1:23) and two syn- compounds in (3:10; 3:21).
1. 
In Philippians 1:23, "with Christ" closely related to the uses found in Paul's other letters: "But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better." The phrase "to be with Christ" (syn Christo einai) has Paul’s focus and hope of his eternal fellowship with Christ as the foundation of his life. 
2.
Paul was in prison, and he was expecting death, but his expectation does not add nor reduce the vital power of hi life that life which is "with Christ" 
3.
Philippians 3:10 and 21 should be read together because both verses contain Paul’s "conformity" with Christ. 
4. 
In Philippians Paul is coming to the end of his life, he does not weep nor sees his possible coming death as even a threat, but says, "That I may know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed (symmorphizomenos) to his death."  This should be, “As I will be changed to his very appearance.”  This reading is confirmed by Philippians 3:21 where Paul sees himself and the believers as being transformed to the same shape and structure of the glorified Christ, "who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with (symmorphon) the body of his glory."  We shall see later in the other Letters that conformity seems to have a twofold aspect.
a. 
The present life (Phil 3:10) the verb rendered in English "being conformed" is a present middle participle.  Paul is already dead to sin because of his participation in Christ's death.
b. 
Here, we don’t read of two kinds of death, one for Jesus and the other for Paul, but one death ever-present and is the reality of the existence of Paul.
5.
It is not for death but also for the resurrection and here Paul says, "that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead" (3:11).

The Letter to Galatians: ‘Crucified with Christ’
Paul's famous statement in Galatians 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ (Christo synestaurömai); and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and delivered himself up for me."

The use of the perfect passive synestaurömai seems designed to emphasize the present condition in which Paul was crucified.  He did not crucify himself – Paul does not say who crucified him – but he emphasizes his participation in the crucified Christ as a way of life.  It is a participation that was given "with Christ" so that Paul’s crucifixion is the basis for his present life of faith "in Christ."
Thessalonians

The present and the future aspect are obvious. Paul uses “with Christ” three times (4:14; 4:17; 5:10).   In 4:13-14 we see the present and the future, “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.”  It is now and later on those who died, are “with him” and “with him” they will come back.
When Jesus returns he will bring "with him" (syn auto) those who have fallen asleep and these Christians will be raised in order to return with him (4:16).  On that same occasion believers who are still alive on earth will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air (4:17). The ultimate result of the meeting is that all believers, whether dead or alive, will be "with" the Lord, which is repeated (5:10).
For Paul, Jesus died in order that whether we are awake or asleep, we are living together "with" him. The certainty of our life now and in the future is that our life with Christ is our hope that we have and anticipate its completion in the future. It should both comfort them in times of sorrow (4:18).

Second Letter to Corinthians

In 2 Corinthians, “with Christ” appears twice, 4:14 and 13:4.
The structure in 2 Corinthians 4 is , 13 But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture – “I believed, and so I spoke” – we also believe, and so we speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence.” The construction of this verse is rather unique, Jesus was raised, but we will rise up with Jesus.  It is what we have as a pledge now but later we have the fullness.
In 2 Corinthians 13:4 we have one of the great proclamations, “For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we are weak in him, but in dealing with you we will live with him by the power of God.”  Jesus the Christ was crucified in weakness, but lives as the risen Lord by the power of God, so also we in this life have the weakness but taste the power of God that is the power of life
In 2 Corinthians 4:7-5:10, which is the Christian Constitution of the new life, Paul looks at the suffering and glory of his apostolic ministry where suffering and affliction are part of it.  Paul participated in the life of Jesus and so also participates in Jesus’ death and resurrection: (4:14) "he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus (syn Iësou) and will present us with you.".  This is also the future hope that kept him going because Paul’s life is to be "with Christ."

It would be a misconception to think that when Paul says, "we shall live with Him,", Paul is speaking about the future only because "with Christ" is the present identification with the life, death, resurrection and power now and in the future life. 
The Letter to the Romans

Like the other letters, Paul’s use of "with Christ" is in both the present and future tenses. In Romans 8:14-17, “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness* with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.”
a. 
The Spirit leads Christians not to slavery but to adoption.
b. 
In their Prayers, they pray in the Spirit, and like Jesus they call the Father “Abba.” This is now the sign of adoption.
c. 
The future is to share the kingdom with Jesus

The Baptismal Experience in Romans 6:1ff

Greater emphasis is laid on the death and burial of the believer with Christ (6:4-7).  This looks like a participation in a “past event.”  But this is a mistake; Paul was not dealing with history but with Revelation.  In Baptism there is this aspect of union, 4 we have been buried with him (synetaphëmen) through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  5 We also become “united with him (symphytoi gegonamen) in the likeness of his death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection (future), knowing this,  6 that our old self was crucified with him (synestaurothë), that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin. Now if we have died with (syn) Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him (syzësomen auto).
In verses 4–7 the focus is clearly on the achievement of Jesus: Jesus was not buried alone, "we have been buried with him" when we were baptized (aorist indicative).  After Baptism, "we have become united with him" (perfect indicative) – this is the present reality; and then "our old self was crucified with him" (aorist indicative) – the past life is not in control.
1. 
Paul uses the "with Christ" to remind us of the believer's participation in the redemptive events of Christ's death and burial.  The Person of Jesus is the main active power. 
2. 
We have been united with Christ's dying and burial, and thereby freed from death (for sin).  The same line of thought is continued in crucified with synestauröthe (v.6) and buried with apethanomen syn Christo (v.8)
3. 
Because it is the revelation of salvation in the Person of Jesus, the past counts and continues, "we have died with Christ" (aorist indicative) and the present perspective is introduced even though the verb of "we shall also live with him" is in the future.  The believer's death with Christ is considered as a fact of life.  The result of that death is that Baptized Christians will also live with Christ. That’s why Paul speaks of the present life of believers. This is clear from the context in vv. 8-11.  Our participation in Christ's death is the quality of the present possession of freedom and power to live with him for God rather than for sin.
4. “With Christ" means that as Christians are the children of God (cf. 8:16),  they are also "joint heirs" (synklëronomoi) with Christ.  The possession of this inheritance is now and will be in the future when they will be "glorified with" (syndoxasthömen) him.  Having a taste now in anticipation of the future is again an incentive to present living.  For now the believer is to "suffer with" (sympaschomen) him in the sufferings of the present time and realize that the future glory will far outweigh those sufferings (cf. 8:18).
5. 
Romans 8:29 confused Augustine and the Calvinists: “for the plan of our salvation was before the creation of the world. God predestined those he foreknew [to become] conformed (symmorphous)
to the image of his Son."  This conformity is part of what was given and will be given in the future in the "final and complete conformity of resurrection glory.”  Predestination is that of our humanity, not of specific individuals.  Our final glorification starts here and it is the growing conformity to Christ here and now in suffering and in obedience.
6. 
The death and the resurrection of the Son of God leads us to perceive God’s immense “generosity.”  In Romans 8:32 Paul looks at the death of Christ as the maximum expression of divine giving: "He who did not spare his own Son …  how will he not also with (syn) him freely give us all things?"  God has already given and done what exceeds all human understanding.  What is there that can be higher than the death of his Son.
Colossians and Ephesians

"With Christ", is used three times: Colossians 2:12-13; 3:1-4; Ephesians 2:4-6).
1. 
In Colossians 2:11-15), Baptism and the crucifixion are together the new sign of the Covenant.   “In him you were also circumcised … having been buried with (syntaphentes) him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with him (synëgerthëte) through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he made you alive together with him (synezoopoiësen hymas syn auto), having forgiven us all our transgressions.”
2. 
As in Romans, participation in Christ's death and burial in baptism is repeated but with particular emphasis.  Now participation in Jesus’ resurrection is not only implied but also explicitly stated.  The Christian has "died with (syn) Christ to the elementary principles of the world" (Col 2:20).  This unusual term “elementary principles” is in fact not the natural order of the universe, but the values that govern earthly life.  Our Baptism severs that commitment to the “elementary principles” because we have been buried with Christ in baptism.  Now we have been made alive with him and have been raised with him to a newness of life.
3. 
Colossians 3:1-4 can be considered like an extended commentary on Romans 6:1ff. The new life is that of Christ, that victorious life that came out of the grave.  It is the very immortal life of Christ that has defeated death.  So much so that Jesus Christ who is now in heaven and has gone to heaven before us, we are still with him.  But this life is hidden in God.  When Jesus will appear, we will share his glory.

4. 
What has taken place in the life of Jesus will take place in our life, not in a separate way, but with Christ.
In Ephesians 2:4-6, "with Christ" is at the center of the great rich mercy and because of God’s great love, “with which he loved us even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with (synezoopoiësen) Christ... and raised us up with him (synëgeiren) and seated us with him (synekathisen) in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”
Here all the achievement of Jesus is active in this life.  That is why God quickened us with Christ, he raised us with him, and seated us with him in heaven.  Here, past, present and future meet in Christ.  This communion is echoed in Ephesians 2:10, where Paul teaches that along with quickening and rising, there is the seating with God who has prepared good works for us as well.

Second Letter to Timothy

From 2 Timothy 2:11-13
A “For if we died with him (synapethanomen), we shall also live with him (syzësomen);
B if we endure, we shall also reign with him (symbasileusomen); 
C if we deny him, he also will deny us; 

D if we are faithless, he remains faithful,

for he cannot deny himself. 

There is a general agreement that this is an early Christian confession or hymn.  The Greek of the lines marked A-D are clearly parallel in construction, and their regular rhythm is reminiscent of the great Christ-hymn of 1 Timothy 3:16:


Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: 

   He appeared in the flesh, 
   was vindicated by the Spirit,[d] 
was seen by angels, 
   was preached among the nations, 
was believed on in the world, 
   was taken up in glory. 

The final statement in line D above, "for he cannot deny himself" is rather unique because God revealed his faithfulness in Jesus.  

"If we died with him" is very close to Romans 6:8, and "we shall … live with him" is likewise similar to Romans 6:8, 11, "if we endure" echoes Romans 8:17, so also "we shall also reign with him."  But "if we are faithless, he remains faithful" carries the same hint as Romans 3:3. 

Warnings about the One Verse Sermons
[Editor’s note: a “One Verse Sermon” is when an entire sermon is pulled out of one verse, without looking at scriptural context, both adjacent and elsewhere in scripture.]
1. Paul was not writing a Manuel for Systematic Theology. Any reader must have realized how central is that phrase "with Christ". It has different meanings but all meanings are about the new life:
a. The cross of Christ is for us not for God. It is what we have to share.
b. So also the resurrection, and here we have been freed from death and sin
c. “With Christ” means also "being with Christ". This new life starts in Baptism but continues in our life. 
d. More important is the fact that it is our participation in the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ that gives us a share in the eternal inheritance
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