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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #7
Worthy of the Gospel – Philippians 1:27-30
Philippians 1:27  Now, the important thing is this: as citizens of heaven live in a manner that is worthy of the gospel of Christ.  Then, whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear about you, namely, that you stand firm in one spirit, contending with one accord for the faith of the gospel,  28 in no way letting your opponents intimidate you. This state of affairs is a sure sign, with reference to them of perdition, but of your eternal salvation.  All this is from God.  29 For God has graciously granted you the privilege on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in him but also to suffer for his sake, 30 since you are now engaged in the same conflict which you once saw I had and now hear that I am still engaged in it.
Notes

‘Worthy’ a misunderstood term 
“Worth” in Old English came from w(e)orth, which is Germanic in origin, related to Dutch “waard” and German “wert.”  The phrasing of “worth” whether meaning of “high merit,”’ of “little worth,” or of “great worth” date from the late 16th century.  The descriptive “Worthy,” which comes from worth, is Middle English.” (Source: Oxford Dictionary of Word Histories, 2002, p 555: worth.)  In English “worthy” relates to something earned, which is not what it means in the New Testament.
Worthy / Axios - Greek
In the New Testament the Greek word “axios” is translated as “worthy.”  Here are several examples and contexts.
1. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says to the apostles on their first mission to preach the Gospel and to heal the sick and cast out demons.  And then in Matthew 10:11-12 Jesus says: “Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave.  As you enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.”  There is no sense here of having anything or of receiving anything that is a reward for merits, but of receiving the Kingdom of God. 
2. In Matthew 10:34-39 Jesus says: 
 34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.  35 For I have come to set
“ a man against his father, 
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;  38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
Jesus comes for a message. This message demands a “radical” love, and this love makes those who follow Jesus “worthy” of Jesus, that is, enjoy the great life which comes as a result of taking the cross.  Those last words of our Lord in Matthew 10:39makes this is clear, “Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  This kind of a law is saying that losing life for Jesus is the greatest way to live, but keeping it is the way to lose it. Here “worthy of me” means “have me” and this is the greatest life they can get. It is not a reward [for good behavior], because Jesus came for sinners. 
3.  In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus says in verse 3:8, “Bear fruits worthy of repentance.  Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.”  The old Arabic translation of the Greek (8th century) says, “Bear fruit true of repentance” which means proving your repentance by the kind of life one leads. There is no worthiness in repentance, but true repentance is the one that we should seek.
4. In Luke 7:6 we have the Roman sense of the word “worthy” and it comes on the lips of the Centurion,  “And Jesus went with them, but when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, ‘Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof.”  Here this Roman officer is saying, “I have done nothing that makes you Jesus come to my house.
5. In the parable of the Prodigal Son, the son says to his father on his return, “I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” (Luke 15:19, 21)  There is a sense of honor that was lost with the “inheritance” and a desire to be less, like a servant who is paid for his service.  This son is saying, “I have lost the honor and the privileges that were mine, let me have the privilege of a servant, because I have lost what I have had.”  And also, “I am not worthy,” and “I don’t deserve to have back what I have lost.”

6. In the Gospel of John 1:24-27, John the Baptist was confronted, 24 “Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.  25 They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah,* nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’  26 John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.”  This last part means, “I don’t deserve to be his servant who takes his sandal away by untying it.”  
7. In Acts 5:41, the NT meaning of “worthy” is clearer, for the apostles were beaten, “As they left the council, they rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.” Beating is painful, but they have shared the privilege of dishonor.
8. Eternal life is God’s gift, and we can’t change this from a gift to a reward.  So in Acts 13:46, “Then both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, ‘It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken first to you (Jews). Since you reject it and judge yourselves to be unworthy of eternal life, we are now turning to the Gentiles.’” In the NT there is no “one person is worthy of a gift” and others unworthy of the same gift, but there are those who accept it for their honor and those who don’t and lose it.
9. In the letters of Paul, I Corinthians 11:27 says, “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord.” Three meanings are behind this use of “unworthy”:

a. The lack of discerning that what is given is the Body and the Blood of the Lord.

b. The lack of faith
c. The ignorance of the reason for communion or participation 
All these three together say that such a person is “unworthy” for it is faith that makes any one of us worthy, right faith, hence the unworthy is the one who opted out to a dishonor and a misuse.  This is confirmed by 1 Corinthians 11:29, “For all who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink judgment against themselves.” So it goes back to the Oriental (Eastern) reading: the worthy is the one who knows the truth, receives that truth, and behaves accordingly.
10.
Lastly, the True Christian Life that is Worthy of our Call and the Good News, (the Gospel) is described in Ephesians 4:1, “I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called.”  The Oriental reading is to “live according to the true call.”  So also Philippians 1:27, “Only, live your life in a true manner that belongs to the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel.”  No one is worthy in the Old Roman sense to hear or receive the Good News which is, “God came to save sinners.”  Paul calls out again at the end of Philippians 4:8, “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, that is respectable, think about these things.”  The same meaning is in Colossians 1:10, “you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God” 
Citizens 

1. 
In the Greek we have one word politeuomai, (πολιτεύομαι) meaning “to live as a citizen, discharge one’s obligations as a citizen that is a conduct relative to some law of life: political, moral, social or religious.”  Consequently, the political overtones must be regarded as paramount in a highly Romanized Christian congregation in the Roman Colony of Philippi.  So, Paul is saying, “continue to discharge your obligations as citizens and residents of Philippi faithfully and as a Christian who lives according to the Gospel-Life.  Christianity was new in the Roman Empire, and Christian conduct or behavior was what the Roman Authorities watched to see what, how and where this teaching was leading the population.
2. 
We have in the NT various verbs: “live, conduct oneself, walk’; (see, Rom 13:13; Eph 4:1; Col 1:10; 1 Thes 2:12; 4:12).  Roman citizenship was a major question from early Christians.  The Jews faced the same question, how to live faithfully in the covenant relationship with God as according to Torah, for Christians, the question is how live according to Christ or worthy of the Gospel.

3. Where was the conflict?

a.
The pantheon of the Roman gods was created round the 6th century BC. Those who did not worship the gods of Rome were called “atheists”.

b. 
The emperor was regarded as divine as early as Gaius Julius Caesar (13 July 100 BC [3] – 15 March 44 BC). He was a Roman general and statesman and a distinguished writer of Latin prose. He played a critical role in the gradual transformation of the Roman Republic into the Roman Empire
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Gaius Julius Caesar
c.  Christians were not able to say that Jesus is Lord and at the same time the Emperor is lord

Christian Stamina

1. “To stand firm, be steadfast in the in faith” (1 Cor 16:13), more important this is “in the Lord” (Phil 4:1)

2.  Christians are called to be free in the freedom of Christ (Gal 5:1), or “in one spirit” (Phil 1: 27) not to be shanked   (vv. 28-30) by their adversaries.

3. Faith is Christ requires the suffering of the engagement in a struggle, where the Philippians were told that this is necessary first of all that they stand firm in the face of attacks made upon the gospel. Such steadfastness presupposes “a single spirit”.  

4. Commentators are divided on the use of the word “spirit”. Some think that “spirit” is the Holy Spirit, either as the power through whom (the preposition  ‘in” designates power that makes Philippians remain steadfast. This reading t is supported by to (Eph 2:18; 4:4, and 1 Cor 2:13), as well as to the immediate context of (Phil 2:1), where communion of the Spirit supports of this interpretation. The Spirit’s presence is the source of such unity.

5. A second possible interpretation could be the human spirit and might be rendered “with one common purpose”. This is parallel to the immediately following words “one soul” that is “having the same attitude or the same orientation of will” But this does not bypass the unity of purpose that is created in us in and through the Holy Spirit.

Athletic Vocabulary 

1. Paul looks at the common words used in daily life for the struggle.  The use of “contending” and “struggling” appears only here and in Philippians 4:3.  NT English commentators have discerned in the passage (vv. 27-30), that the Greek actually means “struggle with” not only a “contest “of an athlete but also that of a gladiator in the arena.  So Paul is teaching the Philippian Christians to be like wrestlers or gladiators in the arena of faith (v. 27), and then to use the same image (v. 30) for himself.  This is done for the Gospel, not for hate.
2. There is a stress on unity that the Philippians themselves are “contending as one person.”  The Greek says literally “with one accord.”  The NEB renders the phrases: “one in spirit, one in mind,” which points to the common and united purpose the members of the congregation are to have in this struggle.  All the believers were one in heart and mind (Acts 4:32).  The Spirit-filled community in Jerusalem exhibited a remarkable unanimity of life and of purpose.
3. The use of the word “soul” with “one soul” that is “one life.”  The word “soul” is used more than 1000 times in the NT too cover a wide range of meanings. 

a. It can denote life in its physical aspects, including the “breath of life” of animals (Rev 8:9) and of human beings (Luke 12:20; Acts 20:10), as well as “earthly life” itself (Matt 2:20; Mk 10:45; Rom. 11:3).  Note also life as prolonged by nourishment (Matt 6:25; Lk12: 22-23). 

b. Soul can also refer to the “soul” as the center of the inner life of the person, viewed in its many and varied aspects, e.g., that which enjoys the good things of life (Luke 12:19) and feelings and emotions (Matt 26:38; Mark 14:34; Luke 1:46; John 12:27). 

c. But the “soul” as the center of life transcends the earthly life for there is nothing more precious than in the soul (Matt 16:26; Mk 8:37)

Tactics of Intimidations

In Philippians 1:28 Paul exhorts the Philippians to stand firm in their struggle for the faith of the gospel, the apostle now encourages them not to be intimidated by their opponents from outside the community.  The enemies of the gospel have their tactics. We know from early historians that these were the charges:

1. Cannibalism

2. Gross immorality (including incest)

3. Atheism

4. Introduction of Novelties (Worship) 

The steadfastness of the Philippian Christians is a sign of the perdition [def: final spiritual ruin; the final state of a wicked soul] of those who intimidate them (whether they have a dim awareness of it or not) but the end is salvation of Philippian Christians.  These words were written not only for encouragement but to assure the Philippian Christians that the experience of violent antagonism to the gospel through which they were passing and the steadfastness that they are to demonstrate, has one end – salvation. All that takes place here on earth.
So, 1:28 says: “In no way letting your opponents intimidate you.”  The verb “to intimidate” is found only here in the Greek Bible, and is almost always employed in the passive voice and means “to be frightened, terrified, let oneself be intimidated.”  The Greek word means the “uncontrollable stampede of startled horses.”  So, the opponents of the Philippians tried to throw them into a panic or to strike terror into their hearts. 

The Opponents

“Opponents” or “enemies” has a wide range of use in the NT:

1. The enemies of Jesus in the Gospel (Luke 13:17; 21:15), or the opponents of the apostle Paul at Ephesus (1 Cor 16:9)

2.  The Antichrist of 2 Thessalonians 2:4)

3.  Satan, the adversary of God and human beings (1 Tim. 5:14).

Exactly who were these enemies?  Paul does not tell us, but they could be …
1. Jewish-Christian preachers who wanted to bring the Law and the Torah. 

2. Non-Christians, which may be deduced from the words that they were on the road to destruction. 

3. Opposition coming from outside the community rather than from within, and has particular reference to heathen inhabitants at Philippi who would use persecution, or the threat of it, to intimidate Christians. The term “adversaries” is likely to be a veiled reference to “mob violence, the hatred of the Philippian populace” (2:15) against this infant group of persons, whose goodness of life and consciousness of high calling in Christ Jesus (3:14) were a constant challenge and rebuke to their pagan neighbors.

4. Jewish persons who may have aroused the hostility of the Heathen as it happened at Thessalonica (Acts 17:5). 

Perdition

The following words in 1:28, “This of the state of affairs is a sure sign, with reference to them of perdition” have raised several important questions.  

Throughout the whole section (1:12-30) Paul has been concerned with the progress of the gospel.  What has happened to him has served to advance the gospel in a variety of ways.  The Philippians have to conduct their lives in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ. Such life will mean that they stand firm in the face of attacks made upon it, and that their goal will be the same as Paul’s, namely the spread and growth of the good news and the divine message.  Two related issues are connected:  

a. 
The steadfastness of the Philippians in the midst of suffering for the gospel,
b. 
The apostolic message that in the midst of that there is a sign: the perdition of the enemies of the gospel, and the salvation of the Philippian Christians. 
But in what sense is Paul using perdition here?  Paul saw historical events as signs that prove that God shows or demonstrates that what takes place is not by all means accidental (Rom 3:25, 26; 2 Cor 8:24) but is a sign or, as in the NEB and JB, a “sure sign” or “clear omen” (RSV).  The point is not that the adversaries themselves see this, though perhaps they may have a dim awareness of it, but that their deed is what will seal their doom as the enemies of the gospel and confirms the eternal salvation of the faithful who endure to the end. 

Suffering as a gift

Philippians verse 1:29 comes as a shock: “For God has graciously granted you the privilege on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in him but also to suffer for his sake”

A Letter from Philemon

George beloved of God,
May the joy of Jesus but not the joy of this life be with you.  I heard of your arrest and the beating that you have endured.  May the Lord be thanked for the Lord spared your life.  I wish that it was me, so that I can feel the pain of our Savior that he endured when the Romans flogged him.
Be sure that love does not hide its pain, and so Jesus loves you and wanted to tell you of his pain not by words but by the beating itself.  Kiss every part that hurts you, for it has received the marks of Jesus.  Bow to the Lord and thank him for this bitter cup because he allowed you to drink it with him. What a blessing.
The Lord be with you

Philemon

3 Feb 1964
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