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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #8
What Can Love Do?  Philippians 2:1-4

Part One
Philippians 2  1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind.  3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

2:1 Encouragement in Christ

This comes from a free mind that is not subjected to lusts.  The humble can encourage, while the proud love to condemn and demean.  Here all is done in Christ who is in the members of his body the church.
Encouragement in Christ means that it is for us not to seek only our own comfort but also look after the others.  This builds up any community and brings joy for all for they will come and offer help.  When we are in the midst of ills and labor under the ills of the world, if we have mutual love for one another, God who is the goal of our life will be our “consolation in love.”  The church becomes one body when those who have been called are bound to one another in the love of Christ, when they are bound also in the Spirit and have the same “affection and sympathy.”  The affection corresponds to the calling in Christ and the fellowship of the Spirit, the sympathy to the consolation of love.  

Love creates one mind

Because God is one, his Son is one and his Holy Spirit is one, and all Three are one. If this is so, then we too to discover this oneness.  It is love that can create this vital unity. Love harmonizes the thought and love makes us of the same mind with the one God.  This is what love can do.
Love can heal a divided community, but not by knowledge alone. 

1. It is not by knowledge alone that we can solve a problem. We may have all the facts, but without love the knowledge of all the facts can lead to bitter disputes.
2. Love helps us to see the other side of a problem.  The other side is what the other(s) are seeking or wanting.
3. Paul does not see himself as a far away person being in prison; he wanted to say, “complete my joy.” That is as if to say: “You have already begun to flourish. You have already pursued peace as I wish. Now I long for you to reach the highest levels of maturity in faith.” 
4.  “The same love” is the power and the antidote for division.  Never ever is love divided if it is the love embedded in life in Christ. Then he adds “in full accord and of one mind.”  Note that “In full accord” corresponds to “the same love.”  “Of one mind” refers to the previous phrase: “being of the same mind.” Yet there is something more nuanced in this pair than in the previous one.  For “being of the same mind” and “of one mind” differ only slightly. Both pertain to knowledge. “Being of the same mind” suggests a knowledge that is not yet established; yet its capacity of knowing may be seen to be the same. “Being of the same mind” seems to be still a continuing process. It is the way to life. But having the same love is the way of life to which that knowing leads. 
5. “Do nothing through ambition.” For many are either prone toward ambitiousness of their own accord or moved toward ambitiousness through others.  All these kinds of ambition are to be banished.  There is to be no inordinate ambition, whether voluntary or constrained, since both are vicious.  Some rush into this ambition through speculation; others are naturally of such temper as to be ambitious.  That is why Paul says “do nothing through ambition.” 
6. Selfishness is the cause of all sorts of evils. From it come strife and rivalry.  From these come jealousy and contentiousness. Out of this that love grows cool when we are in love with human glory and become enslaved to the honors of popularity.  One cannot be both a slave to popularity and a true servant of God. 
Why should we count others as better than us?
If we make a comparison and accept that such-and-such a person is better me, this comes from love, not from guilt or low self-esteem.  Here unity is established because comparison is curbed by love.

1. Better than me is anyone who is truly loved, but less than me any one who is despised.
2. Better than me is where love does not allow us to give grades and to mark persons according to the social levels of honor.  We do that to free our minds from judgment

Philippians 2:4:  Looking to Others’ Interests and One’s Own
If the “I” of selfishness is replaced by the “I” of communion, this starts by not thinking only of ourselves.  This is born in us if we are truly united to Christ and live by his particular love.  The love of shared life, then we may act for our own benefit and bother only with our own affairs, our hope, and our own deliverance.  But this is not enough.  We are truly acting for ourselves if we also have a concern for others and strive to be of benefit to them.  For since we are all one body, we look out for ourselves when we look out for others.
The Mind that was in Christ Jesus

Part Two

Ambrosiaster, The Oldest Latin Commentary
Known as Ambrosiaster, this name is given to the author of a commentary on all the Epistles of St. Paul, with the exception of that to the Hebrews.  It is usually published among the works of St. Ambrose the 5th century bishop of Milan.  Each Epistle was prefaced with interpretation, and a short prologue is found which sets forth purpose and context.  In the commentaries, sections give the text, and for each portion a natural and logical explanation is furnished.  All in all the commentary is an excellent work.  Some modern scholars believe it is the best that was written before the sixteenth century.  Its teaching is entirely orthodox, with, perhaps, the sole exception of the author's belief in the millennium.  The Latin text used in this commentary of the Pauline Epistles differs considerably from the Vulgate of St Jerome.  According to all appearances it was taken from the version known as the "Itala," the common Latin translation of the Greek NT that may have been known before the Vulgate. 
What follows are excerpts from Ambrosiater’s commentary on Philippians 2.
On Philippians 2:5-6 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped. 
“Christ was always in the form of God because he was the image of the invisible God. But, here the apostle is talking about the Son of God when he had become incarnate and been made man, saying: Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, that is, in God and man. Who although he was in the form of God, lived among human beings and appeared by his acts and deeds to be God.  The form of God is exactly the same as God. He is called the form and image of God so that it will be understood that although he is not God the Father, he is what God is.  Therefore he did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, because he knew that for him to be in the form of God was not something he had stolen, as he said: I and the Father are one. And in John’s Gospel he says: For not only did he break the Sabbath, but also he said that God was his own Father, making himself equal with God.  Therefore he equated himself with God as of right, whereas someone who makes himself equal to another person to whom he is inferior would say that that was robbery.
On Philippians 2:7-8

He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.
Christ therefore knew that he was in the form of God, which made himself equal with God.  But in order to teach the law of humility, not only did he not refuse to let the Jews seize him, but he also emptied himself, that is to say, he withdrew his power from use, by being humbled he might appear to be weakened by a loss of power.  Taking the form of a servant, he was held and bound and beaten, being made obedient to the Father right up to the cross.  He knew he was the Father’s equal, but rather than claim that equality he submitted himself.  Paul teaches us to imitate this patience and humility, so that not only will we not claim precedence over our peers but that we will also defer to them, following the example of our Author.  Yet it is not said that he received the form of a slave on the grounds that he was humbled like a sinner.  Slaves are created by sin, like Ham the son of Noah, who was the first person to earn the name of a slave.  Nor do I think, as some do, that he received the form of a slave simply by becoming a man.  Look what Paul says: Have this mind in you that was in Christ Jesus, that is, in God and man. Even before his incarnation he could be called either Christ or Jesus, because the names “Son of Man” and “Son of God” both mean exactly the same thing.  But what does Paul say elsewhere about Christ before his birth?  The “rock” was Christ, and Let us not tempt Christ as some tempted him.  Therefore, when Scripture wants to indicate that Christ was God and man, it uses one or other of these names, either Jesus or Christ.  For the Son of God was born as a man, yet he was in the form of God, so that although he seemed to be a man, he did the works of God.  In the deeds he performed he was seen to be God when he was thought to be only a man.  His works demonstrated the form, since given that his works were not like the works of a man, he was understood to be God because he was in the work or form of God.
Ambrosiaster: Form of God
What is the form of God other than the evidence that he appears as God when he raises the dead, gives the deaf their hearing, cleanses lepers and so on?  Why would he be said to have become like a man, if he were no more than a man?  And by what logic would he have been found in the likeness of a man, if he were not also God, and if he had not always appeared in the power of God before allowing himself to be humbled and then found in the likeness of a man after having been weakened?  He appeared on the mountain like God, and when he walked on the sea he was seen and understood to be not only a man but God as well.  Finally, what did those who were in the ship say?  “Truly this man is the Son of God.” Once this power ceased he appeared once more as a man. 
Therefore Paul says in the likeness in order to indicate that Christ was also God.  He said it was because of weakness that God was made like human beings.  He explains this in what he adds next, as follows: He humbled himself, being made obedient even unto death, the death of the cross.  It was in this way that he was found in the likeness of a man.  He held back his power so that it would not appear in him.  Instead, he appeared like a man and died, though he did not know what death was.
On Philippians 2:9-11
9 God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Paul shows what and how much humility earned, so that we will suppress our pride and seek it [humility] more.  This is why Solomon said: “God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  It is also why the Lord said: “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”  Humility is when somebody does not claim what he knows is owed to him.  The Pharisee was said to be exalting himself when he said things about himself, which were true, and for that reason he was humbled.  Christ however went further, because although he was God, he became flesh and deferred to human beings.
Ambrosiaster – The Name of Christ
Now let us see how the name, which is above every other name, was given to Christ, as if the Son of God was lacking something or was imperfect, because whoever lacks something is imperfect.  If he was in the form of God, equal and on the same level with God, how was this given to him?  Paul says it was given to him because he humbled himself and appeared as a man, emptying himself and becoming obedient even to death. But if he was born perfect, what was he lacking?  Whoever says that “the Son who was born of God the Father was not perfect” is an Arian, because Paul shows that before his passion he was equal to God the Father, as I mentioned above.  Because of this it is clear that he was born perfect, and appears to have obtained everything in his nativity.  He was born in the fullness of divinity in order to do all the things, which he did, so that he must have received the gift before doing what he was born to do.  It appears that the gift of God the Father was to be the Son, so that his name would be above every other name, that is to say, I was God.  The name of God by nature and not merely by designation is above every other name.  This is why at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, just as Paul says to the Romans elsewhere: “From whom is Christ according to the flesh, who is God over all and blessed for ever.” What these all are he reveals in this letter when he says: “In heaven and on earth and under the earth.”  There is no room for anything else to exist.
Some people think that this name, which is above every other name, was given to him as a man, but that makes no sense. If Christ the Son of God is also a man, he cannot have been a God who became a man, but remained God and somehow lacked what he had.  If he lacked what belongs to God because he was a man, then the Son of God as God would have given to himself whatever he lacked as a man.  This is absurd, why would the Father be said to “have given,” when the one who had become a man was missing nothing?  Could the divinity of the Son not have supplied what was missing to his body and soul?   Perhaps it is because all things are from God the Father that he is said to have given them.  But if everything comes from the Father, why is it not said that he gave everything to his Son when he generated him?  Although he made the Son equal to himself, order requires that everything should be done in the name of the Father.  The Father has granted to the Son that after the cross everything would be saved in the name of the Son. Finally the Lord spoke to the Father about his disciples as follows: “Father, those whom you have given me have kept, for they were yours and you gave them to me.”  And to his disciples he said: “So far you have asked nothing in my name. Ask and you will receive.”  When he was born he received this, so that it would become clear after the cross what he had received from the Father when he was born.  He received a name from the moment when he began to be known by the creation.  It is recognized that he received it on account of what he did before he actually did it. Thus before the cross he said: “All things have been granted to me by my Father.”  Therefore how can this refer to the body when the name of God was given to the body?  It is clear that Christ was both God and man and it is not right for God to be changed into flesh, nor can flesh be transformed into what God is.
But perhaps he was God by adoption, and this is the slant here.  Christ would then start off being part true God and part adopted, or else being two gods.  But Scripture tells us something different.  It says that this was given to the one who emptied himself, who took on the form of a slave, who was made in the likeness of man and who obeyed the Father. If a man obeyed God the Father, what is so special about what the apostle said?  But Paul says that this is extraordinary because he obeyed, even though he was equal with God. What would there be to praise by saying that he was made in the likeness of a man, when every man is made in that likeness?  This cannot be.  No one is made in the likeness of someone unless he is different before being made in the likeness of whoever it is.  He was made like a man by a divine act and not by his substance.
Ambrosiaster – The Name Above All Names
Who is it who emptied himself?  A man.  Therefore he had [human nature].  How did he receive it?  How could a man, a weak creature, empty himself?  Could someone who was in the form of God have been a man?  But perhaps the man in the form of God was the Son.  Come now, in what form was he the Son of God?  If he was a man in the form of God, and for that reason was the Son of God, he was already perfect before his passion. Therefore he could not have received anything after his passion.  But let us examine what is written about him: “For which cause he highly exalted him and gave him a name which is above every other name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord in the glory of God the Father.”
Let us now examine these words and note the force of the rhetoric.  It is certain that the name, which is above every other name, is the name of God.  But if he does not have this name by nature, it is not above every other name.  The name would then be no more than a designation given in words and would say nothing about the quality of his nature, nor would creation bow the knee to an adopted God, but only to one who was not a fellow creature.  How can it be that a man should be in the glory of God the Father?  Even if a man were to be adopted as God, he could still not be in the glory of God the Father.  The name suits him because he is born of God.
To be in the glory of God the Father is to differ in no way from God, because there is one glory of the Father and the Son through their common substance and power, for this is the unity of nature.  What, I ask, is the contradiction, if the Son is said to have received the gift from the Father, when everything the Son has comes from the Father, from whom all things are believed to come?  We therefore say that his nature is the substance of God, because it is from that that Christ was born.
On Philippians 2:12-13
12 Therefore my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 God is at work in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Paul testifies that God helps those who make a good effort.  He always refers every grace back to God, so that it is ours to will but God’s to perform.  For who will overcome the principalities and powers, the rulers of the darkness, the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places whom we have as our enemies be cause of their jealousy, other than God alone?  They are angry that we are called children of God.  What Paul is encouraging is nothing new; he is only saying in his usual way that they should be subject to the gospel by making sure that they behave well.  Good behavior leads to salvation.
On Philippians 2:14-18

14 Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15 you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 showing fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 if I am to be poured as a libation upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all, 18 you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

In order that the Philippians might enjoy the fruits of their faith and works, Paul commands them to do everything which pertains to Christian discipline without hesitation or grumbling because if something is done haphazardly or without devotion, it will not have the desired result but fall into condemnation.  But they were to act like spotless children of God in all innocence, they were to be mindful of their profession [faith] and act in a way, which corresponded to that, and appear among unbelievers in their life, behavior and morals as bright as the sun and the moon are sublime in their splendor among the stars.  Just as the stars are obscured when the sun appears, so the unrighteous and unbelievers seem vile and deformed in the presence of believers and righteous people.  When the Son of God returns, the apostle will be glorified, because his plantation has produced such fruits.  At that time his labor and effectiveness will not appear to have been in vain.  Thus he says: “Even if I am poured out as a libation on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice.”  Paul means that it is a matter of rejoicing to him if unbelievers had oppressed him, because by this means he has united them to himself, for he knows that his death will have that effect.  It is a great sadness if someone suffers for other people for nothing. Paul testifies that he must rejoice in them and that they must join with him in doing that, so that the people and their great teacher might share a common joy.
St. Augustine
From Sermon 42 (1991), Volume 3, 3, p 467

“You have grasped that he is both David’s son and David’s Lord.  David’s Lord always. David’s son from a point in time.  David’s Lord, born of the substance of the Father, David’s son, born of Mary the virgin, conceived by the Holy Spirit.  We must hold on to both things.  One of them will be our eternal dwelling place, the other one is our liberation from exile.  If our Lord Jesus Christ, you see, had not been prepared to become human, humanity would have perished.  He became what he made, that what he made might not perish.  True man, true God; God and man, the whole Christ.  This is the Catholic faith.  To deny that Christ is God is to be an Arian.  To deny that Christ is human is to be a Manichee.  To confess that Christ is God, equal to the Father, and true man who really and truly suffered and shed real blood (for the Truth would not have set us free, if He had given a false price for us); whoso confesses both, is a Catholic.  He has the country, he has the way. He has the country, In the beginning was the Word; He has the country, Being in the form of God, He thought it not robbery to be equal with God. He has the way, The Word was made flesh; He has the way, He emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant. He is the home whither we are going, He is the way whereby we go. Let us by Him go unto Him, and we shall not go astray.”

[Note: In the above paragraph from the parenthetic clause onward (for the Truth … etc.), the passage shifts to a 19th Century translation by R.G. MacMullen from NewAdvent.org. - ed.]
Philemon: Reflections of an Unlearned Monk from Egypt

Father Philemon knew only the Arabic translation of the Coptic Bible which was done around the 13th century from Coptic to be used in the Lectionary of the Coptic Church.  What follows is part of a dialogue that took place in the Monastery 10 January 1961

G: How do you understand that our Lord took our humanity and emptied himself and became like a slave?

Philemon: God has to come to us and meets us exactly where we were and where we are. We were slaves, and God has to come to us and become like one of us.  That is why the Apostle says that he was found “in the likeness of man”  Simple minded people think that this happened a long time ago and that the Son of God is no longer in the “form of the slave” because he has returned back to heaven as if he has finished all his work.  The truth is that as long as there are slaves in this life and all humans are born slaves, Jesus will be in that form of the slave until we all have been freed and have entered their eternal rest in the Kingdom.

G: How do you understand that Jesus is God and has taken the “form of the slave”?

Philemon: I have asked the Lord himself to teach me, and for days the Lord was silent, but I knew that he would give me a hint, and one night after the midnight vigil I had an urge to read 1 Corinthians 13:1-11).  I read the word of God and paused and said to the Lord, “What do you want to say to me?”  I read it again and again.  Jesus whispered: “Love took me to the pit where all the slaves were and some of them are still in the pit.” Then I asked, “But you Lord are in glory now and how is it possible for you to be in glory and with the slaves in the pit?”  Jesus said to me, “I will not enjoy the glory of the Father till all my brothers are made free from slavery to death, sin and are in the fold with me.  To be in glory is what gives me the fire to save you and save the rest.  I have it all, but can I enjoy it without my brother?” Then, and only then, the words of 1 Corinthians (13:1ff) began to make sense.  I threw myself on the floor and cried out, “Lord your love can’t be perceived by my sinful mind, help me and forgive my ignorance.”  Then my heart was opened to see that love is the only reason for all we have.  And later on I began to see that with love there is no reason for any divine action.  If we create a reason for any action of divine love we lower the divine action and make it totally human and that is a kind of blasphemy out of ignorance.  When our Lord lowered himself and rested in the “womb” of the blessed and holy Virgin, he was still on his throne in heaven.  He could not have humbled himself if he has lost his glory, but the mere fact that he had kept his glory and took the form of the slave makes his humiliation real and true.  No one can humiliate a slave, but the King Jesus lives as a slave and it is his constant humility.  My brother this is the divine love, to take what does not belong to the Godhead and to live in the “form of the slave.”  This is love beyond all what a tongue can express.    
 (To be continued…) 
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