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Jesus: the Parable of Divine Love

A Study of the Parables – Lesson 8
Jesus’ School of Prayer, Luke 11:4

Jesus Challenging Us about Forgiveness
Luke 11:4  And forgive us our sins,
     for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.

Greek for ‘Forgive’ 
Here are biblical verse citations for the various Greek verbs that were used in the NT and translated by one English verb: forgive.
· APHIEMI: let go, leave 

Matthew

6:12 
And forgive us our debts, as we a forgiven our debtors

6:14 
For if you forgive men their trespasses … heavenly Father also will forgive 

6:15 
if you do not forgive . . their trespass neither will your Father forgive 

9:2 
Take heart.. ; your sins are forgiven

9:5 
which is easier …‘Your sins are forgiven’
9:6 
‘ … authority on earth to forgive sins’

12:31 
every sin … will be forgiven. … blasphemy … will not be

12:32 
a word against the Son …against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven
18:21 
Lord, how often shall …I forgive

18:27 
the lord … forgave him 

18:32 
‘You wicked servant! I forgave …’
18:35 
if you do not forgive your brother, 
Mark 

2:5 
My son, your sins are forgiven

2:7 
Who can forgive sins but God a

2:9 
Which is easier. . ‘Your sins are forgiven

2:10
authority on earth to forgive

3:28 
all sins will be forgiven the sons of man

4:12 
lest they should turn. .and be

11:25
if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 

11:26
But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.
Luke

5:20 
Man, your sins are forgiven

5:1 
Who can forgive sins but God only?

5:23 
Which …, ‘Your sins are forgiven you’?

5:24 
authority on earth to forgive sins

7:47
her sins, which are many, are forgiven …; but he who is forgiven little, loves little

7:48
Your sins are forgiven

7:49
Who is this, who even forgives sins?

11:4 
forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive every one who is indebted to us

12:10 
a word against the Son … will be forgiven; against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven

17:3
if he repents, forgive him

· DIALLASSOMI: to make peace or to be reconciled 
Matthew

5:24
Give graciously …
17:4 
if he … says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive

23:34 
Father, forgive them; for they know not …
John 20:23
If you forgive the sins of any, they forgiven
Acts 8:22
that … intent of your heart … be forgiven
Romans 4:7
those whose iniquities are forgiven
James
5:15
if he has … sins, he will be forgiven
1 John 1:9
he … will forgive our sins and cleanse us
1 John 2:12 
because your sins are forgiven

APLOYO: loose from, dismiss 

Luke 6:37
you will not be condemned; forgive, you will be forgiven
· CHARIZOMAI: not in use any more in modern church vocabulary 

Luke

7:42 
he forgave them both

7:43 
The one … to whom he forgave more

2 Corinthians

2:7 
so you should rather turn to forgive

2:10
Anyone whom you forgive, I also … What have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake

12:13
Forgive me this wrong!

Ephesians 4:32 tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as Christ forgave you
Colossians
2:13 having forgiven us all our trespasses

3:13 forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you

· APALLASOMAI: to come to an agreement
Luke 12:58
… make every effort along the way to settle with him …
Greek for ‘Forgiveness’

More than one word is used for the noun forgiveness.

· APHESIS: release, translated as forgiveness: 

Matthew 26:28  poured out … for the forgiveness of sins 

Mark
1:4
baptism. . for the forgiveness of sins

3:29 
never has forgiveness, but is guilty 

Luke

1:77
knowledge … in the forgiveness of their

3:3 
baptism … for the forgiveness of sins

24:47
repentance and forgiveness of sins
Acts
2:38 
Peter said … “Repent, and be baptized …”
5:31 
to give repentance … and forgiveness of

10:43 
who believes … receives forgiveness

13:38
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you

26:18 
‘that they may receive forgiveness …
Ephesians 1:7 redemption, … forgiveness of our trespasses
Colossians 1:14 redemption, the forgiveness of sins
Hebrews
9:22 
without … blood … no forgiveness of sins

10:18 
Where there is forgiveness of these …
· EIRENOPOIEW: reconciliation
Colossians 1:20  and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, 
No ‘Pardon’
More important is to remember that “pardon” is not included because of its political and juridical nature. Both the political and the juridical are not known in the NT

Tertullian (2nd-3rd century) on the Lord’s Prayer

It is consonant then that, having observed the liberality of God, we should also beseech his mercy.  For what will food profit us if its reason is to render us a bull for sacrifice?  The Lord knew that he alone was without wrong, so he taught us to pray: “Pardon us our debts.”
A confession is a request for pardon, because whoever asks for pardon confesses a wrongdoing.  So it is shown that penitence is acceptable to God, because he desires this, rather than the death of a sinner (cf Ezek 8:23).  A debt, in Scripture, is an image of a wrongdoing, because wrongdoing always owes a debt to judgment and is avenged by it; neither does it avoid the justice of restitution unless restitution be given, just as the master remitted the debt of his servant.  For the lesson of the entire parable points this out.  Our profession that we too “pardon our debtors” is consonant with the fact that the same servant, who was set free by his master but would in turn not spare his debtor, was on this account brought before his master and sent to torture until he should pay the very last cent (Matt 18:23-26), that is the very slightest wrongdoing.  And elsewhere, in keeping with this clause of the prayer, he says: “Forgive and it will be forgiven you” (Luke 6:37). And when Peter asked him whether he should forgive his brother seventy times he said, “Rather, seventy times seven” (Matthew 18:21).  Thus he cast the law in better form, because in Genesis vengeance was reckoned seven times in the case of Cain, and seventy times seven in that of Lamech (Gen 4:24).”
(On the Lord’s Prayer, translated by Alistair Stewart-Sykes, St. Vladimir press, 2004, pp 47- 48)

Origin of Alexandria (3rd Century), Second Homily on Leviticus

But perhaps the hearers of the Church may say, generally it was better with the ancients (those who lived under the Law) than with us, when pardon for sinners was obtained by offering sacrifices in a diverse ritual.  Among us, there is only one pardon of sins, which is given in the beginning through the grace of baptism. After this, no mercy nor any indulgence is granted to the sinner.  Certainly, it is fitting that the Christian, “for whom Christ died,”(Rom 14:15) have a more difficult discipline.  For the ancients, sheep, he-goats, cattle, and birds were killed and fine wheat flour was moistened.  For you, the Son of God was killed.  How could it please you to sin again?  And yet, lest these things not so much build up your souls for virtue as cast them down to despair, you heard how many sacrifices there were in the Law for sins.  Now hear how many are the remissions of sins in the gospel.
First is the one by which we are baptized “for the remission of sins.” (Mk 1:4).  A second remission is in the suffering of martyrdom.  Third, is that which is given through alms.  For the Savior says, “but nevertheless, give what you have and, behold, all things are clean for you.” (Lk 11:41)  A fourth remission of sins is given for us through the fact that we also forgive the sins of our brothers.  For thus the Lord and Savior himself says, “If you will forgive from the heart your brothers’ sins, your Father will also forgive you your sins. But if you will not forgive your brothers from the heart, neither will your Father forgive you.” (Matt 6:14 -15)  And thus he taught us to say in prayer, “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”(Matt 6:12)
A fifth forgiveness of sins is when “someone will convert a sinner from the error of his way.”  For thus divine Scripture says, “Whoever will make a sinner turn from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” (Jam 5:20) There is also a sixth forgiveness through the abundance of love as the Lord himself says, “Truly I say to you, her many sins are forgiven because she loved much.” (Luke 7:47)
And the Apostle says, “Because love will cover a multitude of sins.” (1 Pet 4:8)  And there is still a seventh remission of sins through penance, although admittedly it is difficult and toilsome, when the sinner washes “his couch in tears”(Ps 6:7) and his “tears” become his “bread day and night,”(Ps 41:4) when he is not ashamed to make known his sin to the priest of the Lord and to seek a cure according to the one who says, “I said, ‘I will proclaim to the Lord my injustice against myself,’ and you forgave the impiety of my heart.” (Ps 31:5)  What the Apostle James said is fulfilled in this: “But if anyone is sick, let that person call the presbyters of the Church, and they will place their hands on him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer of faith will save the sick person, and if he is in sins, they will be forgiven him.” (Jas 5:14-14)

And you, therefore, when you come to the grace of baptism, you offer “a calf,” for “you are baptized into Christ’s death.” (Rom 6:3)  But when you are led to martyrdom, you offer “a he-goat,” because you kill the devil, the originator of sins.  When you give alms and bestow the love of mercy moved by pity toward those in need, you load the sacred altar with fat goats.  For “if you should forgive your brother’s sin from your heart”(Matt 18:35) and, having laid aside the tumor of your rage, gather within you a mild and simple spirit, be assured, you have killed your ram or offered your sheep in a sacrifice. 

Furthermore, instructed in the divine readings “by meditating as a dove”(Isa 38:14) and by keeping watch in “the Law” of the Lord “day and night,”(Ps 1:2) you should convert the sinner from his error and call him back from worthless wickedness to the innocence of a dove; and if, by clinging to the saints, (Rom 12:9) you should make him imitate the fellowship of a dove, you offered to the Lord “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” (Luke 2:25).  Because of this “love” which is “greater” than hope or faith, (1 Cor 13:13) should abound your heart, so that “you love your neighbor” not only “as yourself” but as that one who said “No one has greater love than this, that he lays down his life for his friends,” (John 15:13) know that you have offered loaves made of fine wheat flour “kneaded in the oil” (Lev 2:4) of love, without any “fermentation of malice and wickedness in the unleavened loaf of purity and truth.” (1 Cor 5:8)
But if in the bitterness of your weeping you have been consumed in mourning, tears, and lamentations, if you have tortured your flesh and become parched with fasting and much self-restraint and have said, “My bones were fried as a frying pan,”(Ps 101:4) then you have offered “as a sacrifice, fine wheat flour from the frying pan or gridiron.”(Lev 2:4)  In this way, you will have discovered that you have offered sacrifices more fittingly and more perfectly, which Israel can no longer offer according to the Law. 
Homilies on Leviticus, The Fathers of the Church, Vol 83,1990, translated by Gary W. Barkley, pp.46-49)

Gregory of Nyssa (4th century), Fifth Sermon on the Lord’s Prayer

“And forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us from evil.”
As our enquiry progresses, it comes to the very peak of virtue; for the words of the prayer outline what sort of a man one should be if one would approach God.  Such a man is almost no longer shown in terms of human nature, but, through virtue, is likened to God Himself, so that he seems to be another god, in that he does those things that God alone can do.  For the forgiving of debts is the special prerogative of God, since it is said, “No man can forgive sins but God alone.” (Luke 5:21)  If therefore a man imitates in his own life the characteristics of the Divine Nature, he becomes somehow that which he visibly imitates.  What therefore does the prayer teach?  First that we should be conscious of our likeness to God through the liberty of our life, then to be bold to call God our Father, and to ask that our sins should no more be remembered.  Not, indeed, as if it lay with him who asks to obtain his desire, but that his works have given him boldness to make this request.
This we are plainly told in the present passage. If we approach the Benefactor, we should ourselves be benefactors; if we go to Him who is good and just, we should ourselves be the same.  Because He is forbearing and kind, we should also be forbearing and kind, and so with all the other things.  For He is benign and gentle, He communicates good things and dispenses mercy to every one – to all these qualities, and whatever else we may see in the Divine Being, we should be assimilated by our free will. Thus a man should obtain the confidence pre supposed by the prayer.  It is impossible that a wicked man should be intimate with a good man, or that someone wallowing in impure thoughts should be friends with somebody who is perfectly pure.  Thus a too callous man trying to approach God is far from the Divine love.  Hence someone who cruelly detains a man who is in his power on account of debts, separates himself from the Divine kindness by his very way of life.  For what communion has kindness with cruelty; a loving character with ferocity?
And so it is with the other things; whatever is known as diametrically opposed to evil cannot be mixed with its opposite; whoever is in the power of the one is completely separated from its contrary.  For he who is dead is not alive; and if he enjoys life he is separated from death.  Therefore it is absolutely necessary that a man who approaches the love of God should rid himself of all callousness. And if a man is free from everything that comes under the idea of evil he becomes, so to speak, a god by his very way of life, since he verifies in himself what reason finds in the Divine Nature.
Do you realize to what height the Lord raises His hearers through the words of the prayer, by which He somehow transforms human nature into what is Divine?  For he lays down that those who approach God should themselves become gods.  Why, He says, do you go to God crouching with fear like a slave because your conscience pricks you?  Why do you shut out holy audacity which is inherent in the freedom of the soul because it has been joined to its very essence from the beginning?  Why do you seek to flatter with words Him who brooks no flattery?  Why do you offer language of abject servility to Him who regards only deeds?  Yet you may lawfully say whatever is worthy of God, 
(Gregory of Nyssa, continued)

because your mind is free in its own right.  Be yourself your own judge, give yourself the sentence of acquittal.  Do you want your debts to be forgiven by God?  Forgive them yourself, and God will ratify it.  For your judgement of your neighbour which is in your power, whatever it may be, will call forth the corresponding sentence upon you.  What you decide for yourself will be confirmed by the Divine judgement.
But how could anyone worthily expound the lofty character of the Divine utterance.  The meaning surpasses the exegesis of the words, Forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. It is rash to ponder in my mind the thoughts about it that come into my head, and even more so to reveal what I think in words.
What is actually being said? As to those who would achieve goodness, God is proposed for imitation according to the words of the Apostle, “Be ye followers of me, as I also am of Christ,” (1 Cor 4:16) so conversely He wants your disposition to be a good example to God!  The order is somehow reversed; just as in us the good is accomplished by imitating the Divine goodness, so we dare to hope that God will also imitate us when we accomplish anything good – so that you, too, may- say to God: Do Thou the same as I have done.  Imitate Thy servant, O Lord, though he be only a poor beggar and thou art the King of the universe.  I have forgiven the debts, do not Thou demand them back; I have had regard to him who petitioned me, I have sent my debtor away, debtor away rejoicing, may Thine be done to likewise.  Do not sadden him who is under obligation to Thee; but let both give thanks equally to their creditors.  May the same forgiveness be ratified by both for both parties, for my debtor and Thine.  He is my debtor, I am Thy

debtor; may the disposition which I have shown him also prevail with Thee.  I have absolved, absolve Thou, too; I have forgiven, forgive Thou also!  I have shown great mercy to my neighbor – imitate Thy servant’s charity, O Lord!  Yet my sins are graver than the ones he has committed against me. I admit that; but take into account how far Thou excellest all in goodness.  For Thou art just, therefore Thou wilt give to us who have sinned the mercy that is proportioned to Thy exalted power.  I have shown a little charity, for my nature did not contain more; but Thou canst show as much as Thou wilt, for Thy munificence is not hampered by lack of power. 

(Ancient Christian Writers, Vol,  18, Translated by Hilda C. Graff, Paulist Press, 1953)
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