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Prayer and welcome of newcomers.

For many years I wondered why Jesus Christ was rejected by the Jews. I asked that first in 1957. I’m still looking especially at Gospels, and overlooked them. I became interested more in the teaching of Jesus. In the ancient church (up to AD 500) they used a catch phrase “the teaching of the Lord.” After that schools of theology developed and people were more interested in their teachers. Scholastic teachers, mostly in monasteries, developed their ideas. What has happened to the Teaching of Lord? It is overlooked by systematic studies. Both Christians and Jews wrote commentaries on Gospel.

What are the reasons for Jesus rejection by the Jews?

1. It is hard to spot. We need to read the parables, but they may have “passed under your nose and you did not smell it (Yiddish slang).” The oral teaching of the scribes and Pharisees are called “hallaka”. I then asked, why they are offensive? Read the parables carefully because they are so simple, and we can be directed to a wrong teaching about Christ and parables. The Jews were not ready for the change that Jesus brought. Jesus Christ our Lord focused all the promises from the OT on his own person. If you follow me, become my disciple. He was a threat to religious authority. They asked, “are you greater than Solomon or the temple” (Gospel of John chapters 3-4). You will destroy what took 36 years to build and you will raise it up in three (3) days. Jesus says, I’ll give you the correct answers. 

2. Taking the message of eternal life to the gentiles was the most difficult for them. Gentile like the Phoenician woman, the Canaanite woman, meeting the Roman Centurion. What did Jesus say, “Never have I found faith like this in Israel.” He makes peace even with the enemy, the Romans. Read Oscar Cullman’s ​​​​book The Church in the New Testament. He shows us that Judas and three (3) of the apostles were Zealots, much like terrorist today. Judas Iscariot the one who carries the short dagger. The word Iscariot is Latin for a short sword. In Roman law they had to catch the person and the weapon in order to be guilty. A short sword could be dropped easily after stabling a Roman. Christ shows that he has no desire to fight the Romans. The Jews expected a Shemshon (Hebrew), you call him Samson, who is a mighty fighter who like King David will return the kingdom of Israel. 

Promise – no more 15 pages – (“Pope” notes referred to comments Russ Blowers would make) 

What are the parables? We have a loan word from Greek meaning “to speak.” Para – bole means that something in comparison to another. Parables were used by Greeks, such as Aristotle, and Jews to make a very clear fine point. Our commentators today miss this by making parables into an allegory. Contrast parable with allegory: Saint Augustine (5th century leader) read prodigal son parable as an allegory of the church’s teaching. The robe meant baptism. The ring meant confirmation. He applied the parable to the teaching of the church of his time. But, a parable is about something greater than an analogy. Jesus says the kingdom of God is like a king about to leave, or like a king giving out talents. These were common expressions usage in Judaism.

Later read PAGE 1 of NOTES OF PARABLES. Read Page 2: Unexpected answers. Rabbi Akiba: the question is answered, but it is not actually saying “yes” or “no.” The answer is left with you to answer. Antonius and Rabbi: The answer you have to expect with the parable tells you a story about one specific point. The Talmud is 23 volumes long and has hundreds of parables. The parables purpose is to hit on a point. That’s why there is a powerful message in a parable. If you tell your children a parable, they will never forget it. 

Count on your fingers these ten (10) reasons.

1. A parable has an answer that rests with you and is unexpected.

2. A parable solves a delicate question, and you want them to think about the answer.

3. A parable is a call for a commitment. With the Good Samaritan Jesus says, “go and do likewise.” 

4. When Christ taught about the Kingdom of God, it is not an abstract idea about the kingdom. 

5. Remember Christ presented the Kingdom of God as something you can sense in the scenes of daily life that you experience. The Kingdom of God is no longer a reference to something in your head but is about daily life.

6. The crunching point, the crutch time, the decisive choice, is when you hear it, you must decide to accept or reject it. Christ never taught or hinted to neutrality. Neutrality is not in the NT or OT. The hard question is why is it not in the scriptures? “If you are not for me you are against me.” Truth is absolute, life and death, good and evil – now open the door. There is NO neutrality between good and evil. There is nothing is in between the two. It is a choice of life or death. There is no wrong or right in the scripture. “Wrong and Right” is a political, social term. Wrong is defined by society in the law. In the abortion debate it is often about “right or wrong.” The debate needs to ask: is it evil or good? It’s about the destiny of a human person, not a social issue. Are you with God or are you outside God?

7. Parables cover your entire life. The parable of the lost coin is offensive to Jews, because the Pharisees taught that God is “the God of the righteous,” not of the lost. It irritated everybody. Some Pharisees spied on him, and stood on their toes (meaning an angry posture) to catch him. Read page 4: Lost Coin and Growing seed. God celebrates finding a sinner. If you keep law like Pharisee, you think that you would be happy with that? Why is it irritating? They think because they work hard to keep the Law that God should be pleased. God welcomes sinners (anger is their response). Do we really embrace sinners in the church, or do we say “stay away from me”? It’s not just a joy but a celebration also. God brings company to the celebration. In the Prodigal Son, the Father made a banquet for the return of a sinner. When we enacted this people were weeping because of the joy. In Jesus always yes. 

8. God owns the sinners. Why did people hate Jesus? Sinners are still his. The Woman who lost the Coin and gives us a different perspective about God, God is like that Woman who will turn the house upside down to find the lost. Ten pieces (10) is a figure of speech meaning what is complete relationship. But the lost coin means that one is missing and the relationship is not complete. God diligently seeks the sinner. There is no joy until the lost is found though there are nine (9) still present. The call to repent is not taught in Judaism. Christ says, “I came to seek the lost sheep,” which could offend. Dietrich Bonhoffer asked, “What is so special about being a Christian? Because in Christianity, God seeks humans as they are.”

9. Once you reach into the background of the parables, you will discover it is God seeking you, not you seeking him. What do you think would happen if I found him? If I seek God on my own, what happens? It is a great disaster. I can be seeking something I want, and easily slip into dark file of paganism (ex. Jim Jones mass suicide). They were given false promises. What is the hallmark of truth? It is like the mint mark on a coin that shows it is proof. The mark of a false teaching is that anyone makes you seek God. A true teaching tells you how God is seeking you. 
10. What are the marks of truth? The divine stamp, or seal of truth, is that God says “I am after you, and I will not stop until I find you.” What are the four marks of the truth of God seeking you?

a. The unconditional love of God

b. He is not looking at your sins. The old hymn “Just as I am” was the little sparks that started the fire in people’s hearts. 

c. The cornerstone is that you are coming for your purification. He doesn’t get tired of washing our sins away. 

d. All of His gifts are free. We cannot buy them or exchange them for anything. We can’t buy the Holy Spirit. Peter said to Simon the Magician , “May your silver go with you to hell or destruction.” Eternal life is free, you cannot buy it yourself. God looks at you and accepts you forever. God will still catch you no matter what church you jump to, or from one church to another. It doesn’t matter; he will catch you. 
e. Who is this man Jesus? He is teaching the opposite of what Pharisees were teaching. The rule of God, the Kingdom of God, is by believing in the free gift of God, and this is not taught in Judaism. 

Read  the parables, they are simple. Don’t let the words of Jesus escape your notice. The man in the Parable of the Sower doesn’t know how to grow a seed. Christ will say, “The mystery of my work belongs to me not to you.” The seeds you plant, but they sprout, as God wants. This parable is a rebuke to anyone in ministry. You plant the seed, but “he knows not how the seed grows.” If you seek to convert someone, and it goes on and on and then you see it as bad. It is not up to you how the gospel grows in someone’s life. Theresa of Avila said, “While you are fast asleep God will come and put an idea in your heart, and when you wake up you will think it is yours.” There was a man with a totally broken life. He said, it was like “someone was itching inside me to go into that church, and minister was just mounting the pulpit and everything he said was about me.” I said, God put the idea in your head and in to his head while you were asleep. God will catch you whatever you’re doing. Suddenly – no – it has been planned on God’s timetable. That seed that was planted is not lost; it is only dormant waiting to grow when God wants. 

Read – parables are true about life with no big ideas or big theories. Parables are told in the past tense so that we can compare them our lives. The past events in Semitic culture are certainly true. You cannot play with it. Do you have this in American culture (America has revisionist history)? The Bible appeals to past events that really happened. Don’t dilute parables to morality, because then they will be lost. 

The parables are about the new relationship between God and Sinner, not about morality. It is above reality. That’s why sometimes our great scholars miss it. 

Read the Parable of the Widow and the Wicked Judge. It asks will God not vindicate his elect, speedily? God is comparing himself to the wicked judge. If the evil judge can do the good thing, how much more can God do this? A stubborn woman can sometimes save a family. Never give up. Everything has a price in life. I learned once you break something in life you have to pay for it. The parable is about not losing heart when you pray – be stubborn like the woman – persistent.

Read the Parable of the Two Sons. It is a rebuke of the leaders. It is about those who accept God’s call, and not about keeping the Torah. Harlots and tax collectors!? These are the two most hated sinners in Jewish society. So we can no longer wonder why was Christ crucified?

Next time we will look at the parable of the Unforgiving Slave. If this parable contradicts something you know, wait and see. God has managed to seek me. 

Closing prayer.
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