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Prayer

Every time I read the Parables without commentaries, I keep wondering why we made a mess of the Parables. There’s one central point in all of them, none of moral discourses we hear in the churches. One point that is vital to our relationship with God. Its not about foolishness or wisdom. Someone asked Jesus to divide their property and be a judge to decide which brother gets what. It’s a fine point not to miss. If Jesus decided to divide to property according to the law, he would have submitted the New Covenant to the Old Covenant. Two branches appear in church history, one to make Christ completely spiritual, and the other said “no” it’s all about morality. The Kingdom of God is about how we live together as Christians under God as King, it’s not because we have best moral quality. Who in Kingdom of God is of quality that Jesus picked? Judas, Levi, all of them were rough people. Over centuries we looked at preachers as nice people with good social manners. Church history up to the tenth century we see a lot of rough people. Cyril of Alexandria is a bully but has the best Theology because it is precise and clear. 

Three points at which if Jesus had put New Covenant under the Old

1. Keeping the Sabbath according to Pharisees. Jesus heals on the Sabbath, leaders get angry. Why on the Sabbath – hypocrisy. The law became more important than human life.  We do the same when we fight over verses. Love Wins book – some reviewers didn’t read the book. In the New Covenant you must think down deep in your hearts. So I can give you a big huge in eternity.

Three qualities – 

1. Grace is not the opposite of law. Grace is given as particular participation in life of Jesus. It’s not a mental concept, the person of Jesus is God’s gift Gods grace to you. Then it is the communion, the relationship that’s important. My cousin likes to go wild in other countries be it is not freedom. The relationship goes without Law – in marriage it is to be free love without the Law. It’s best on grace, best on love, and best on freedom. Here and now [in our lives], not up there [in heaven].

2. Why do we need to defend that? Church History has lots of dog fights. Certain files are depressing: war between groups, now we do it in the media because they won’t allow us to shoot each other. At the trail of Eichman (who created gas chambers) in Israel there was brought a witness, after trial he was weeping and when asked why he said, “I would have done it the same.”   Why is there no competition in heaven, no capitalism or socialism, why? It’s not about being perfect. Response: We’re winners, we’ve run the race. That’s good. Now turn the key and open the door . I’m a part of the trinity with everyone else. How can I be against myself? Molly gets $1M. We should have a taste of that here and now. 

3. I was disappointed in teaching theology because you compete in the faculty. The church also has competition. Sometimes in church competition there are no bylaws. In John 8 the woman caught in the act of adultery – scribes in sixth century refused to copy that. “I will not copy that because it will encourage my daughter to become a prostitute.” Jesus said, I don’t condemn you. If Jesus threw a stone at the woman, we’d be back to Moses. Romans 8:1 says there is no condemnation. Mr. Peter the disciple of Jesus can’t control his tongue. He committed apostasy, cursed Him. Some translators don’t want to shock the readers. He blasphemed, lost courage for his apostleship, and early in morning after the resurrection Jesus called him back. Jesus didn’t condemn him, Simon; do you love me more than these people? Yes Lord. Feed my sheep. The Parable of the Lost Sheep is in force,  Peter remembered on the third time his triple denial. He’s not condemned; it doesn’t mean he can run wild. Change must be inside, not outside, or we develop rules. Saudis are best at making whiskey. The Quran says only wine is not to drink. You look for a text: this is not forbidden, therefore I can do it. What Christ said to the man here is who set me over you? Be on guard against every form of greed. Life doesn’t depend on one’s belongings, even when they are more than sufficient. 

This is my story for studying theology. I was called to become a minister and in canon law it says I have to marry before ordination. What about this girl? You have to speak to my dad, but to become a minister’s wife is a great honor. We can’t date its Egypt. I collected by courage and saw her dad. The minute I entered house I knew the answer was “no” from the carpets, and the furniture. I grew up in rich house; I know what it looks like. Her Dad wears a suit and tie. Why are you here for? To marry your daughter. How much do you make, do you have a car, a house. So I tell the truth, no. And you want to marry my daughter? He carried me to throw me down into the steet, from third floor to throw me from house. All you have is Jesus Christ. That’s all that qualifies me for your daughter. I don’t care your families property was seized in 1962. They took everything, that’s why you chose Jesus. I lost my temper. Minutes later I walked into to see my Senior Minister. He knew something was worrying me. I was about to become a martyr for marriage. Well, George we found another girl! I decided to take the Cambridge grant. I had a headache when I was in Egypt until I was outside the air space of Egypt. Jesus gave me a sense of freedom. I still asked myself, Is it because I am poor that I chose Jesus? Life doesn’t depend on ones belongings. I had a cousin who was a little naughty. He said, I leave nothing in my bank account so there is nothing for them to take when I die.

There are four things about Christian security.

1. My uncle started a small company to manufacture wool blankets in Egypt. In 1963 the government nationalized every shop, factory. A man dropped dead later on. The man who built the center of Cairo as a copy of the Central Part of Paris. He heard on the radio that he lost company, and dropped dead. Some committed suicide, some emigrated. You can start again with something so small the government won’t see it. My uncle put 40 years into it hid factory. He’d drink liters of alcohol. 

2. Do you remember Lawrence of Arabia? After his great success in the Middle East went to start from zero as an Air Force pilot. Don’t weep for what’s lost, start from zero. All of my family lost even their cars. Hear about a Christian leader, called Abbot Baphnos in south of Egypt became well known. Because people respect me, he said, I have no chance of learning something new. So he went to be accepted as novice in a desert monastery, they told him that he is too old but they don’t reject people because of the love of Jesus. You go work in garden, and gardener made everything difficult for him. He said thank you Lord for teaching me humility. Now I learn through humility. One Sunday in church, monks came from his monastery and saw him. They hugged and kissed him. They put him back in his garments. So he escaped to a monastery in Palestine. On his death bed he said, “I thank God I’m dying alone. Being leader was going to send me to hell.” Go back to your own first love, start again so you learn something new about yourself. Possessions and self-interest become a burden.

3. If my life secured my being, I would lose God. What makes me secure? In Egypt we’d go and visit the people of church. If they said they were “Fine” it means they have good health, and no bills. Fr. Michael said it’s not about knowing anything of the life in Jesus. Illness, divorce, loss of money is God’s grace in His mercy. There was a great guy in medicine, he was to be married, and one month before the wedding they found he had liver cancer. He was always full of life. I couldn’t ask him, how are you. He said, in the last three days my life I could have cruised away from God. This is the first time in my life that I hear what eternal life is. You are all good preachers, but our mind heart is over saturated with things nothing else can get in.

4. Our peace is in state of fluctuation, like the Karate Kid up and down, wax on wax off. Money will disappear tomorrow. Does it give us a steady life? Once my Teacher punished me because of my homework. You’ll never learn anything. I was writing poetry. This lesson is about math why you writing go to the headmaster. Headmaster asked, can’t you wait until you go home to write? He looked at it. It’s a nice line – regard this as gift from you put it in his files. The teacher expected to see red hands from stick or tears. What did he say, it’s in the note. Teacher said you need to learn math. I learned English against my will at the age of 5. But where is the heart. Students aren’t misfit but have a need.

5. It’s a great disaster when we make belongings the goal of our life. What happens when you lose it? I wrote to the president of Egypt about an explosion of people coming. I wanted to be a journalist but I failed, as a writer but I failed. But, I want to become a slave of Jesus Christ. 

Philemon – atonement theories. Name something and it’s cut off from the great theme. 
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My life in Jesus Christ has five elements

1. There is eternal acceptance of us by Christ in spite of our past, present, or future. You can’t buy the Kingdom of God by works. It’s a bad trade. Do what is good to keep yourself in the Kingdom, know generosity because you are accepted whether you pray or not. That acceptance is your feet standing in Christ. 

2. It is a relationship that cannot be lost. You may lose money, family, or health. When a car accident happened to one of my colleagues, a good Roman Catholic, she called and said, George I need you. I lost my car. You can get another one. Have you lost an arm? No. As chaplain I was there and she was crying with tears. That car was my best friend. But you are still alive. People cut the metal to get her out. She went into lamentations for days. I would go by and ask how is the princess? The princess has no car! This is one who puts what she gets out her life by what she possesses. Your relationship cannot be lost. I asked her, have you ever lost Christ? No.

3. Our life in Christ, I need your help here, is our life as a Christian who lives in the future not the past. Do you live in future? The resurrection of the body and the life to come. I’m looking for that. The past may worry me, but the Lord is so good to me that he deprived me of everything in my life. I lost my Egyptian passport; Michael said it was like Christmas & Easter came on same day. The day I was defrocked by church, he was outside the church dancing. What is Good news? You have been defrocked. You are free now from the church to be a true Christian. You are crazy, if you stamp on this gift. Michael, you are madman. No you are a madman. The life in the future there are not any ministers.  Now God has appointed us to watch sheep. Now you can be free. Now the door of freedom is wide open for you. I forgot to tell you that you have no salary, but the Lord will give you money. The Lord gave me the money of donations from congregations more than I was paid before. There is a better future. I’m not going to lament. There is a great future waiting for me. Christ is today and forever.

4. Our life in Christ, listen, makes Christ responsible for everything in our life, because he is the Good Shepard.  I know them by name, I possess my life, and you’re my inheritance. Romans 8:18 present suffering – future glory – something I’m expecting – creation waits. 

5. It is the waiting. Why, because the whole old system must go, and the new put into place. Life in Christ is waiting for its final redemption. All things of the cosmos will go. Its about the New Jerusalem, everything of the old body disappears, but there is a new heaven and a new earth. I have been troubled by the Middle Eastern troubles. Western assistance cannot save us because of old ways. Looking ahead for the perfect future is a Christian virtue. All that went into our inventions. All these things are because civilization looked for the perfect, and not a solution to a problem. In the old countries they solve problems, but in a democracy you look ahead.
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Legalism contracted in seminary. 

Letter from Philemon – fire of divine love. 

Prepared by Jeff Dodge
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