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Tonight we have a big jar of honey. These two parables go together: the lost sheep and the lost coin. I wonder if you have come to the same conclusion, because I grew up in another church tradition. When reading back in the Greek we know Christ is talking to crowd. What sort of crowd does Jesus attract – the broken – the rejects – people with no face in society. All tax collectors and sinners draw near to Jesus. The Greek language tells me he must be such a cheerful person that people want to come close to him. All people are attracted to cheerful people, not the darn serious. The rejects want to listen because the Pharisees and scribes see them as people with no hope. It doesn’t resonate with Christians. In Judaism, if you break Law, you aren’t trusted. One reason they looked at Christ was because they asked, why doesn’t he follow the law?

Three (3) things to look at with Jesus

1. He didn’t bring law, because law was working.

2. He came to give the Kingdom of God to the rejects who came to hear. We can enter the Kingdom of God freely without keeping the law. This disturbed them. At a Christian Theological Seminary there was a Jewish-Christian dialogue. There was an emanate Jewish scholar who teaches the New Testament speaking. She is an open minded woman. In the forum people bring questions. She said Christ came to keep the law. Jesus the Jew was rejected by the church. Of course, I started to pray or think about my supper to distract myself. My Semitic hot blood can’t keep me quiet for long. I asked her, Could you give us something from the scriptures. She said, I can’t think of anything right now. I said: What about the Parables of Jesus? They were given to a mixed crowd, some abided, some broke the laws. Sinners is a polite word for prostitutes. Pharisees and scribes were grumbling at Jesus. Have you seen the 111 which is the three marks between the brows that stays there. Scribes are writing legal answers and commandments about how do you go round the law like a lawyer. I had two lawyers in my family, so that I asked one about injustice. He said it’s not black and white. The Pharisees were grumbling – this one talks and eats with sinners. In Judaism to eat with a law breaker means it is a fellowship that demands a meal, and it’s not like a trip to a restaurant in America. There was no fast food in Jesus’ time, and they have to invite that particular person. It’s a sign of commitment to our friends. To break bread is a commitment to share bread the next time you meet your friend. We don’t do that with a hotdog – they intrigue me. My first time in the USA, a lady asked if I’d like a hotdog. What is that? I through it away and ate the bread. Its called a sausage in England. They don’t eat dogs in America do you? To eat a meal, and to dip the bread in salt means we’re brothers and sisters. It’s not the food, it’s the sharing. Fellowship hints at friendship between Christ and sinners. 

Jesus doesn’t direct criticism to any one person. He brings this parable from their environment. He is searching, is it catastrophe if one is missing out of 100? The number 100 means perfection. One 1ess means that we are less than perfection. We are stupid sheep, and we’re so tried that we can’t stand. The meal means come celebrate with me. There is more joy over one sinner who reforms. Redemption has an acquired other meanings. There is no put-down by Jesus here. He didn’t tell them that they are bad that they do not rejoice at sinners return. In Aramaic heaven means God. Heaven is a state of joy for one who has come back.

Read handout.

Do you see hear how God pursues people to bring them to the fold, do you see that love? It is not that the sheep are looking for God, that’s Islam or Judaism, but in Christianity God seeks you. God’s tricked you. 

Teresa of Avila said that while we’re fast asleep God put an idea in your heart and when you wake up and you think it is yours. You and I can get tired. We may have seen parents who disowned us, but God doesn’t. Immediately, Luke has Jesus speak of the lost coin. Coins are a dowager, and she will not give up until the one lost is found. That effort I like. In most Parables there is no blame on any side. In Psalm 23 - God is the Shepard of Israel and he is not playing on guilt. Something I didn’t type – it’s meant to disturb you – be transparent or all this teaching is a waste. What does blame do to a sinner? The Harsh answer is that you introduce self-hate. Its one side of coin with self hate on the one side, and quilt on other side. When I’m guilty and I’m reputed, I don’t repent and I will never discover the mercy of God. It’s so hard in our anger to become tolerant to something we don’t like.

When we demean a person…

1. he is striped of his dignity and lack of self-honor. He will look at you with fear and hatred. There are two damaging parts. Sometimes we reflect that on God because we don’t want to come into a deep relationship with God because of self-hate. 

2. our attitude to ourselves is the foundation of how we are treating other people. If you despise yourself, if you think you are unholy, you will never make it up. That’s why Jesus comes and says “I love you.” This is not the attitude of the law, and does injure. But grace can free us. 

Reader – p 2 #6 - Ezekiel 34:11-16 (John 10:11-12)

The day of no light means evil. What is it I will eat them with justice? Teasing – this is RSV – Shepherd the flock with justice. Not bad! What is the concept of justice here? It is a healing justice. The Good Shepherd will look after them. I hate it when preachers don’t link justice to the divine love, and then make a worse link of it to holiness. That’s from FBI not the scripture. Isaiah 6 says I am a man of unclean lips – I’m dirty and live among the simple. Did God send lightning? There was a live coal sent to touch your lips and your sin is taken away. God takes away his sin and redeems him. Holiness means God’s love for sinners is to give forgiveness. When I was in the hospital a nurse didn’t reticule the patient when he voided and urinated on himself. This is a divine work. The filth of a twisted soul is something else. God comes with a holy fire to clean. Jesus said I’m the Good Shepherd. These must have echoed with them, and he offended them because he says his work is the work of Yahweh. Why does God have tenacity? He loves us is the church’s answer. But, we’re his creation, and it’s more than morality. It is something personal and existential. Athanasius describes a man that made a big painting but someone put dirt on it. The artist said he didn’t want that there. He found the person and had them watch him repaint. God send his son to give us the repainting of our life into the image of Jesus Christ. 

There’s a Tenth century prayer – The greatness of God good news is that he is not interested in our deeds; he is interested in us. God says it is you that I want. 

What is the meaning of having a banquet for the prodigal son? Where is this nugget this time? It is in the communion service. The lost are called back to reenter the covenant and reform their lives. We need time to rest, to think, and to let people receive the gifts. Don’t squeeze me on the sacraments? You cannot define blood and wine except as my life. I love the Irish. Did Saint Patrick’s day pass (LOL)? I used to take a flight to Ireland. I like the Irish because they are barbaric like people like me. I go to the pubs because I’m a sinner. I overheard an argument. A woman says to a man, I gave you my life when I kissed you. This is wonderful. The Irish engagement ring has two hearts with cross between them. It’s that sense of acceptance. You can touch Christ himself in the bread and wine. My priest would hold the chalice and kiss it. He said this is where Jesus put his lip to drink from it. It is the sense of self-giving that makes Christ lower himself to the visible so that we can feel and taste him. John Chrysostom states that the scripture says he bits this bread. He said this is our love bite, when you love some you put your teeth into that person. It’s about love, real love. 

What are reasons for the banquet?

1. Joy is true joy when it is shared. I love American parties – the cookout. It is a state of euphoria. This is a small image of the Kingdom of God. I have gained someone I have lost. See the responsibly. I have brought them back. 

2. We must remember as Christ acted the church should act. If God has that attitude, we should welcome back sinners with joy. We had a Christian who turned to Islam. The vestment was left hanging by our priest to remind us of that. For three years our pastor never stopped praying for him. Then one Sunday I found this man dressing to serve with us. There was a jubilee in the church. In Egypt we don’t give up, we go after him. I heard of one church that lost 25% of its people. They said we assume they have gone to other services. I said you have to go after them to see what happened. There should be deep sorrow, or do you say like Cain, Am I a god to my brother? The banquet is a community celebration.

3. The banquet is healing to the individual and the community. Isn’t that a fulfillment of the whole gospel? 

Now we meet the critics on page 6. Here’s a photo. It is a common thing in the world not created by Christian to imitate the world. Ezekiel predates these statutes. 

Christians think that God is only working among the Christians and church. Not true. Old Testament discovers that the source of the divine truth shines even in the darkness though mixed its up. You see six to seven of the ideals of law in other nations. We forget it is the Logos who is the creator. The Bible didn’t come from heaven like the Quran. The gospel is the focal point of what came before and what comes after. You see a deep longing for God in other cultures. When you read a good text in the Quran it comes from God, but then some other things are mixed in so its like a fruit salad and a spider. It doesn’t taste like anything. I think fruit salad is a big deception. You then drown it with whip cream. When someone tells me something good it could be a whisper from God, but the next one could be from the devil. Do you think that the God of truth has shined his truth, and has abandoned the nations? Joke – This we can say it about any denomination, be quiet because they think they’re the only ones here.

Either you are a Greek or a Jew. Aristotle’s rationalism or you believe there is s spark of the divine in you. God gave Greeks their philosophers and gave the Jews the law. Don’t fear a spark of the divine truth. In Star Wars I like Yoda. Kenobi, it is all Christian themes coming to us through literature or film. Sometimes we miss them because of how they come to us. 

Letter to Philemon – 

Page 4 is homework for you. 

The Good Shepherd is in pursuit of us. 

1. In what way is the incarnation a pursuit of us? 

2. Think of the cross as a pursuit of sinners especially as we approach Good Friday and the Easter cycle. 

3. You are tired, and I will carry you to sit on my throne with me.

4. Is it a moral code? No, I will give you the Holy Spirit. 

5. I’m not going to quit pursuing you no matter what.
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