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Parables #4b Additional notes 



Wed., February 9, 2011

George Babawi, Ph.D.
Egypt News – Ministry of the Interior was hacked by these young students. The young are in the Twenty-first Century while the Egyptian government in still in the 16th century. 

In 1977 the police came to arrest a friend of mine for being in protest who was dead three years earlier. They asked his wife, “Where is he?” She said, “He is in cemetery. He’s been dead three years.” It is movement of the people of Egypt, and includes all level of people. And, no harm has come to any Coptic Christians since January 25th. Muslims & Christians demonstrated against that bombing. The police had implicated three boys and arrested two boys for the bombing, but actually the police remotely blew up the third boy with bomb to implicate the Muslim Brother. It’s a national uprising against the government. 

Here is something very sweet tonight, a jar of honey, the divine honey that needs a sweet tooth. Many great scholars ask, what is the end of a parable? There is none. All parables are left to you without pointing fingers likes some of our modern preachers. The Elder Son is in the fields working, and leads an orderly life (v. 25). He finds a party. Middle Eastern dancing is different from American dancing. There’s shouting, clapping, and a big noise, not calm and proper. The most important thing is the calf (v. 27). I imagine that a servant told the Elder brother. Jesus Christ tells us about the improper anger. The Elder Son has the Law on his side, and the Prodigal Son has no rights. The Elder Son protests, I am good. OK, but in the mind of Jesus Christ what are the boundaries of our goodness? Jesus Christ points to all of us when we compare ourselves with others; that is our downfall. Who here speaks Arabic better than me here? Others have a better command of Arabic than I do. Can I say I am better than you in forgiving my enemies? Does my heart hold a grudge and wait for revenge. In Isaiah God says all day I stretch my hand to you to shake hands. 

Two things about Arguing with God

1. After golden calf Moses still loves his people – I still like them -  turn your anger Lord. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were liars, deceivers. But, Israel is called the House of Jacob and there was no shame in that until Eighteenth century Europe when guilt became dominant in the West. Read the OT slowly – forget whatever you have been told about the OT. 

2. In the Gospel of John (a.k.a. Gospel of dialogues), why was Jesus Christ called a Samaritan? Because He breaks all the laws about the Sabbath, but Christ Jesus says, “No,  I can do good on the Sabbath. It doesn’t permit you to work, but is doesn’t prohibit you from doing good.”

See Self-image and Anger (see page 2 of notes)

The Joy of Yiddish is good for depression. Yiddish is German and Hebrew mixed together so it’s like a private language. Here’s a word: mashognah means  mad. 

There is a Yom Kippur story. Yom Kippur means “to make a public confession of sin” and everyone is moved and makes that confession. But, there is a beggar sitting outside that comes in front of scroll of the Torah, and a Rabbi says, “Look even he comes forward! What can move him forward?” Another Rabbi replies, “Courage.”

A true story that I became part of. One Sunday I was asked by my senior priest to take a woman’s confession. She had great perfume, and was neatly dress. She said, “I am an upper class prostitute.” She confessed for two hours. I didn’t understand most of it. Afterward, I was upset. The senior priest asked, “Why did you get angry, when you speak of God’s love all the time? You know how we have committeemen who always want to throw the first stone? She’s giving her testimony today and some of her best customers are here, and you won’t give her time to listen to her? Repentance is not measured by time but by the readiness of the heart . 

Another true story. There was a woman who spoke on radio [in Lebanon] who when she said, “I am Om Sakher (means the mother of rocks); she terrified people. She came to receive Communion because she said. “I came to repent.”  The priest told her, “Become a rock for the divine love now that you show your repentance.” I asked him about this later and he said, “What they do with their forgiveness is between them and God.” WE cannot sit in the judgment seat. This is what Jesus said that angered the scribes and Pharisees.

Philemon – Be absolutely sure when you ask God to clean your soul. It’s very painful. But if you ask it, He will show you what you need, and it’s very painful. What is self-empting (Philippians) – we can’t do something because we’re full of ourselves. If I want to  do  .something for only my self-satisfaction, I’ll become bored. One of my great heroes was Nathan, a Fourth century monk, who dug a cave and didn’t like it, so he dug another cave. He stayed there for twenty years fighting his body. I get annoyed – what am I fighting? I have to do it out of love not self-interest. 

What is false glory? Read the book The Imitation of Christ. It says, IF people praise you, you are in heaven, so you are in heaven but if they condemn you, you are in Hell  because of what comes out of mouth of people. How long does someone’s praise last with you? What? one to two days? Then we are down to zero again. When I got my Ph.D. [dissertation] passed I through moments of false glory. On the Day of Judgment, the title [Doctor] does nothing. It doesn’t define my eternal life. I was asked by Philemon when I was in trouble by the church, do these things alter the love of Jesus Christ for you? No, then why are you upset? Either you love the Lord before, during, and after the crisis, so go back to love of Christ. Will a crisis  deprive you of your adoption? Eternal Life?” At the end I said, “They cut off my salary!” “Ask Him to give you the salary you deserve. He’s in charge.” When I returned home someone had left money and I was ashamed of myself. George, remember your littleness. Be calm, be quiet. There’s nothing you can do, nothing that can alter your life in Christ. If you have been through bad times, just rest in Him (see page 3).  Don’t despise one human being no matter what. Like when I heard a professor calling people, “You idiot.” At that minute, I lost my respect for that person, and I ran away from [school in] Germany. Scholars are hard to talk to. The more you despise the more you put yourself outside God. God loves sinners and does not despise them.

(See page 4) Our Commentaries don’t look to previous events for the Mind of Christ. The key to this message, Luke opens the door. When the scribes and Pharisees say, Do some miracles; it means show us your glory. Christ breaks the Law. It is like building up to a point. There is a plan. When Jesus heals the Centurion’s slave, what happens? Who is the Roman Centurion? An occupying force but Jesus is so kind to him. They give him angry eyes.  

[Jesus’ teaching] is like a train with each station being a catastrophe. The Good Samaritan! The apostles wanted fire! The Good Samaritan is the greatest tease ever for the Jews. When they called Christ a Samaritan and that he had a demon [John 8:48-51], Jesus says, “This is blasphemy!” It is death under the Law, but Christ doesn’t want their death. He says I will not forgive your sins; that is real death to you (see page 5). 

Why do believe in the divinity of Jesus? Look at His human behavior – it is not the miracles – you can see someone who is not a by-product of the culture, religion, Jesus loved all the left out of society, He loves all of them. He refuses to condemn the woman in John 8. He eats in tax collectors house. He is not like the Old Testament prophet. He is not just a human. How can we evaluate each other? We use the Bible to slice each other. It makes me shiver. Julian the Apostate wrote in Against the Galileans, they [Christians] say they love their enemies but they fight each other like wild dogs. Disagree about Scripture with someone, and they refuse even to shake hands. There is no better or worse church; it all depends on you. 

So sad when this happened with a friend, who changed churches, and whose pastor said, Have nothing to do with this man [George].” I told my friend who was asked to shun me, I want to ask you two things. 

1. You have not pointed to one error in my teaching

2. You treat me as an enemy. It doesn’t matter that I am shunned. What will happen in the Kingdom of God? A bishop in England visited a friend in the hospital. When he opened his eyes the man said, it must be hell because the bishop was here. There are people who hate us for no reason. They have their own concepts of God who is a pagan god that wants to chop off our heads. We can do nothing. Only God can heal twisted hearts. 

Jesus Christ isn’t a lawyer, going through an investigation. The parable ends with the father’s words – you want to come or go, come or go. The Mind of Jesus stops at the most precise point – forgiveness – someone is dead is now alive. A Middle Eastern village is full of gossip. I haven’t heard any gossip since I left England. Do you think father who ran to embrace his son would care about the gossip?

Epagriesou – if you wait to do good to be praised, you’ll never do good. You’ll never understand divine love. 

My senior priest was Michael when I gave my first sermon. I was sweating. He asked me are you afraid to preach? Then you need this prayer, “Lord, give me the grace to speak like the donkey of Balaam.” Muslims believe of you do one good thing, and God wipes out ten bad things. That’s a bad deal. He said, Hold your hand up. I have three things to say to you.

1. If anything good will wipe out evil, then you don’t understand good or evil. To understand good  you have to do good for sake of doing good.

2. If one good thing wipes out bad things, you give no room for God to be generous.

3. If you do good to wipe out evil, you are not fit for the Kingdom of God because you give something earthly to get something eternal, you don’t understand earthly or eternal. 

4. He asked, You don’t want more fingers? (I grew more pale) Okay, four and five. If you do good to wipe out evil, it says you are a coward because  you do it to escape punishment and you lack the courage of love. 

5. In love there is no trade between good and evil. Mark 1 Corinthians 13, and learn the divine love  because if you don’t love or you are the child of the devil. 

The parables are  like a mirror. You see your spots, women use little mirror and use it then say that is good. Let’s do that with our hearts. 

We need to look at the Book of Psalms, and how a sinner says save me O God because of Your justice, Lord. We need to redefine justice in the light of Biblical revelation  

The Lord be with you, 

And also with you.
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