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I thank God for people who have helped me shake off Legalism. There is a lot of Legalism and it can enter into Bible Studies. You must have heard of Biblical Criticism, not actually to destroy Christianity. Aristotle’s Metaphysics was used later in Biblical Criticism. Biblical Criticism treats the Bible like a piece of literature because all you have in front of you is the text. All you have is the church of His and how people read. After Renaissance, Reformation, and Enlightenment, good people said that we need a good text of the New Testament. We have fragments of the Gospel of John from AD 90, Gospel of Mark from AD 45. You have people trained in the Aristotelian method. Greek text has several papyri and is fantastic. It is good to read through the apparatus we have in the margins of the Greek New Testament today. Is it strange that they all give us a solid text? By changing one letter in a Greek word it can change meaning.

People with a legalistic mind say, “Ah, they don’t agree so they are not true.” But the text is 99.9% true. If a scribe didn’t like a story like woman caught in adultery, they would leave it out. We know because scribes were caught red handed when changing text since there were other copies to check. Most texts agree. We have Church Fathers quoting the New Testament books. The Bible has been quoted since AD 100s. If you want to prove the Greek text of Bible, read the manuals of Church written about AD 150. It tells us how to be a bishop, presbyter, or deacon, and then they quote from New Testament. Over 35,000 manuscripts from all different parts of the world. And now we know that there are manuscripts in Eastern Europe that are very old, and just now being checked.

Here is the strength of Christianity.

Christianity doesn’t stand or fall by text, but by your faith in Jesus Christ. A text pts to Christ, no more. Once you read a scripture text, the next step is to get into the meaning of it in relationship with Jesus Christ. In Eastern Orthodox we have the daily office of prayer. Each office has a Bible reading and twelve prayers. Not doing Daily Office used to make me feel guilty, so the more my responsibilities of teaching I have less time for praying the Daily Office. So I would run to Philemon, and he would talk with me. Philemon told me  people like you use their mind more than their heart,  but now you have to walk with me to a dry stream bed. Put bucket into dry well and pull your life out that is doing the Daily Office. Twenty meters away from another well he pulled up water and said this is your life under the freedom of Christ. So are you reciting psalms for a primary teacher, or are you reciting from the heart? You need freedom of Christ. The message of Christ is not words, but words are the skin. The Evangelist didn’t worry about the precise quotation, they ask what is the relationship with Christ.

So we start on page 12. I hope you catch the spirit of freedom. Letter from Philemon. 

To call God daddy, abba  in Aramaic, there is nothing more intimate than to call God daddy. When Christ told us this to call us to the father, he used a common word. You are qualified because in Judaism He is your creator, in He is both your creator and redeemer. Philemon was in such joy upon hearing this. He was in ecstasy that God loves me without qualification. Can you prayer according to the Divine Love. It is not simple. You can divide the offices yourself. But if you can only pray one way, you put yourself outside Christ. Legalism can change a means into a goal. May the love of the Lord heal us from Legalism. If I say I am free from legalism, it would not be true. The more we acquire love the more we are healed of legalism. 

Page 1

The Apostles must have seen him pray. He didn’t pray the normal Jewish prayers, and some of them leaked into the New Testament. I cannot stop laughing at this. In days with Jesus Christ or the Middle East today, children sleep in the same bed together with the parents. Christ bring something from heart of Judaism – if I need bread he has an obligation to give bread. Man is asking for what is his right – this is not like the modern idea of charity. In Hebrew it is Supaca – ask for something prescribed in the law I cannot let a quest go hungry. It is legally right on one side, on other side of it a man denies on other man. The man could not enter because there was not a lock in the door but bar across door. There were no electric keys from our cars, and no electric keys on the donkeys in Jesus’ day. The man is persistent though. How much more will God give us the Holy Spirit. But he gives the man what he needs, because it is a duty. Christ opens a book we don’t read – the book of human behavior – it says to us see how people learn form their actions, then compare that with the great goodness of God. When we have good treat that we are not expecting, we are overjoyed. But if you who are evil can do good,… He makes the comparison in our consciousnesses. Would you give him [your son] a snake? The comparison is so deep and simple. The Father will give you greatest gift ever given to humanity, the Holy Spirit. 

Page 3 (v.2) – That’s ambiguous – may your Holy Spirit come and purify us. It is important to know if a word that doesn’t resonant with congregation. The scribes witness how a word was used in ancient Church. The Coming of Holy Spirit is power that will establish us in his kingdom. 

Page 4 Daily bread – Greek word translations – epiousios – (
In the apocryphal Gospel of Hebrews quoted by Jerome epiousios is given as bread of tomorrow In the early Christian awareness tomorrow is the resurrection that gives us the bread of life. Origen wrote a book on prayer in Christianity, and it is a full commentary of the Lord’s Prayer. Read next two pages and let me summarize. Christ was talking about bread from above, prayer is asking for the bread of the Lord’s Supper. Gospel of John 6:32ff is the background of why Christ multiplied loaves. They wanted a free meal. The Bread of God is He not it. He is feeding the world with his own life. The sadness part of our Christian history is how we translate this text. You want bread? I AM THE BREAD. You see to be risen on last day is tomorrow for you. Give us the bread of Eternal Life, not from Marsh or Kroger. White bread? Bread in Middle East is a basic diet, whole wheat is used to make bread. Its great, but in two days it becomes hard like rocks that could break your skull. In Hebrew bread is lechem. It means both flesh and bread. This [hand] is my lechem my flesh, my bread, its the same word in Aramaic. Today in Egypt they will ask in a Semitic language, “Give me five loaves of life.” I don’t want to go in direction of the different schools of thought on Lord’s Bread. It’s a file of church history I don’t want to open. Stop analyzing the meal: the meat is from Chicago, the dishes are from England, the crystal is from Germany, the silverware is from China, the wife is from Finland, the table is from South Korea, and the poor water is from Carmel. Everything on table is not American. Did you just take a piece of bread and a sip of wine? It takes words and we must grow up in love. Don’t quote Thomas Aquinas or Augustine. Bread means life; Blood means gift. Rust blowers said these little things you use in the Lord’s are Baptist chicklets. When you are invited to a meal, do we say we don’t like where bread comes from and analyze what is given to honor you. This robs the joy of the meal and the person is lost. 

No doubt it was during the week of unleavened bread, but it is a Jewish practice. When the Lord’s Supper became a gentile meal it became real bread.  In Galatians 1-2 He demolished all Jewish practice. Peter starts to go kosher again. In Galatians 2:1ff Paul drops a bomb that explodes legalism. Will it explored in your heart? Titus wasn’t circumcised. There are False brothers [Judaizers] who spy on us. Paul didn’t give into them (v.11) Peter clearly is in the wrong. He eats like a gentile after the coming of the circumcision group, and Peter and the others join in hypocrisy. Even Barnabas is lead away out of fear. The gospel is not about a kind of food to make you saved. If you’re about food you have moved into the realm of the Law. Gentiles used ordinary bread. AD 90 livened bread  means leaven bread. Jewish custom cannot to be applied into the New Testament.  Is our Passover not the bread and kind of life? It is how you use this in your relationship. Wine is wine. The act of breaking the bread is given in one hand then passed to another. The act of breaking is saying we are sharing in same body of Christ. See talk about Jewish way gives a cramp to my wife. The Church Fathers say bread or daily bread or Lord’s Supper. It is up to your maturity. Christ wants us to have both. When I was kicked out of the Eastern Church, I needed a salary. Philemon said, pray for it, and I need receive money.  

Page 6 - forgive us our sins.

Debt means not fulfilling the covenant, so Luke used sin to reach the heart of a Gentile church. The real sense of debt in Hebrew is lost. What do you do with the prayer of Jesus? The message is about how God loves, not about words. He came to abolish sin and condemnation. Temptation in Lord’s Prayer is about the trial of faith that leads to apostasy, not daily temptations. I kept having a burden in my heart on Lord’s Prayer, and I have not read anything good in English on the Lord’s Prayer.

Please read pages 7-10. It will be the same handout next week and about apostasy. This is a taste of Cambridge teaching. The English is misleading. In one word my friends have you read the Good News New Testament, the message, Peterson tried to translate, no one can do a good job. Read Jerusalem Bible for the psalms, for the New Testament read American Version (AV), Revised Standard Version (RSV), New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), or the King James Version (KJV) with the thy and thou. All in all is not the translation, but what does the text say about your relationship with God? 

An English judge did an MA on the Lord’s Payer with me in Cambridge. He came with the wig they wear made of horse hair. It hurt on my head. I said, now I look like an English judge. Here read these books on the Lord’s Prayer. He came back and said there are two prayers. Which one is the original? Luke [his name], this is not a forensic report. They were written to reach to both the Jews, and one is using the Gentile’s common language. Matthew spoke to the Jews, Luke to the Gentiles. Temptation is not praying don’t lead us to a beautiful woman, and then asking why did the Lord allow me to fall into temptation. I fall under the mercy of Jesus, who doesn’t care what kind of bread you use. Justin Martyr said, “If circumcision was from God he would have created him circumcised. My father Adam was not circumcised.” Luke ends his genealogy with uncircumcised people, the son of Adam. Matthew uses the son of Abraham to get to the Jews. Son of man means son of Adam. Christ opened the border of Abraham to the gentiles. Be thankful you are born under the freedom of Christ. 
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