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Here is a joke that I told to CS Lewis. He asked me, how do you like Britain? People imitated Beatles. This never happened. Standing in a line people in front with longhair everyone looked the same. I asked, is that boy or girl? This is my daughter. I didn’t know you were her mother. I’m her father! CS Lewis said, If you’re confused about gender, look at shoes. Look straight to shoes.” It’s not a definite why of knowing because the Doctor Martin boots everyone wore them. 

Prayer – Thursdays are to be day of fasting and prayer for church during this transition.

Why did I choose Forgiveness? I have had long talks since 2004. I will do a picture. Because I listen to people and it’s a privilege to speak with mature Christians. There is a kind of foggy knowledge like in Britain you can’t see anything always and are warned to be careful driving. There has been a neglect of important elements in the New Testament. We need to do a fix it facts from through Christian history. In English we are much poorer than other languages because we only have one word for forgiveness. 

The New Testament starts with the great event called the incarnation, sometimes called Christmas. The union of God and Man in one person called Jesus Christ. There isn’t anything left to come between God and man,. God united himself to us to end the separation between us. This is an established fact. Sometimes we leap from incarnation to the cross. Why have we forgotten the incarnation? Because it is a message of reconciliation, love, and peace. Just focus on one thing tonight. 

Here is human history with millions of people between then and the end of time. 

There are obstacles to be overcome. 

1. Condemnation because of sin. How can it be removed?  On the Cross to abolish condemnation. Col 2:9ff. (Do they have Colossians in the NIV? Teasing.) The fullness of the godhead in Christ bodily. This is the incarnation – you have been given fullness in Christ. What is the link? Christ brought with him all the richness of God to be communicated to us. Then… circumcision. The Colossians were trying to be Jewish then Christian. The Law is meaningless, says Paul. It’s not done by the hand but by God. 

a. Its not forgiveness in the common sense used today. It’s to give life – release from the condemnation of death. Christ abolishes condemnation once for all and it cannot be repeated. 

b. It’s given to all of the human race without faith or belief. It is there waiting for you. It is still there whether you take it or not – all are released from the condemnation of death, and freed from sin. Great News! Its not universalism. Its not systematic theology. You were dead, now you are alive because of Jesus Christ.

2. The Resurrection. What did the Resurrection do? Not our religious folklore. Please, I don’t like that. What did Resurrection achieve in our relationship with God?

a. The Union of God-Man was made eternal by the Resurrection. Read Peter’s sermon on Pentecost. Read Rom. 6:5 – don’t take in the debate between churches. We are united in his death. How can I be united with him? He takes the common enemy of our humanity. If he died, you died, if he is raised, you are raised. The old self is dead. We are free from death in Him. It’s all about baptism, but more of that later. Think about freedom from condemnation. We have died and live with him. The Resurrection destroyed death and brought life. It’s like a coins two sides: death abolished, immortality given. Death cannot have power over Him.

b. Death has no power over Jesus. It’s a loaded text. What is death in the Biblical sense? It is separation between the soul and body. A lost of life as a result of sin (Rom 5:12). In Hebrew this is living like a shadow. In hell I would be shadow, but you were not created to be a shadow.

c. Psalm16 – You will not leave your chosen one in hell. Acts 2:22ff He’s the Lord of life and came to destroy death. It’s impossible for death to hold him.  The whole thing of Resurrection is to bring life. The Body he took from Mary, He could not do this again. Matthew 28:20 I will be with you always to the end of time. Not just in my memory. The Resurrection brought the immortality of life. 

3. The Ascension and Pentecost are one movement. Go to heaven so the Son of Man is received 

a. The Ascension is not emphasized here in America. We don’t celebrate the disappearance of Jesus or him taking a helicopter ride. 

b. Three things the Ascension means.

i. Being in presence of God constantly. 

ii. Being in heaven; he brought the heavenly dimension of life bringing heaven to earth. This means

1. There is no time required to worship. We can worship at anytime.

2. Seasons are no longer in our relationship with God. The Old Testament had a calendar, but now there is an eternal celebration. Col. 2:16 - our reality is found in Christ. When I’ve been asked to do a Passover in Christian Churches, I won’t do it. Why don’t I do it? Because, Christ is our Passover. 

iii. The Divine power is in the Holy Spirit. (I’d love to see it without my glasses.)

4. Pentecost cannot be separated from the Ascension. (When I get an NIV I get confused.) Col 3:1 - you are now hidden in Christ. It’s like a melody – set your mind on things in heaven. You died; your life is now hidden in Christ in God. The Ascension is the Shekinah  the glory of God] the other pronunciation is the American way from eating too many burgers. It is Christ who is your life. 
a. All three [Resurrection, Ascension, and Pentecost] are to bring us into communion with God. 

b. Is death an action or noun? Death in medicine is when the heart stops and the brain becomes a vegetable. If they revive you, you are no longer human. It is clinical death. In New Testament death is

i. ignorance of God – a lack of knowledge; 

ii. human because one is a law unto himself like Adam and Eve. Even the East and West can agree upon this. Sin is the desire for the good, the good which we imagine. After serpent spoke (Gen 3:1ff) and the woman saw that the fruit was desirable and was with wisdom, and she ate it. Every evil is the desire for good. Adam says, it’s not me; it’s the woman. It’s the law of good and evil in me. I become a demigod – a little god – I deify myself. You have a boss who is more powerful than God. But, He [Jesus] comes to you in the weakness of love. In Libya the followers of the leader go to the hospitals to shoot the wounded, even a small child. Who gave you power to destroy? Because you are a demigod, which puts us outside the circle of life. The temptation is to revert and to be like Adam and Eve. 

iii. Death is man turning to himself as a source of life. A doctor came to me at a clinic one time, and said to me, you have a big lump on your left lung and we need to investigate it. I will give you a prescription so you can go to sleep. I said I don’t need it. I have the Christian hope for a better life. Heaven has no polluted air like Cambridge, but I will be breathing the Holy Spirit. I’ll give the tablets to my mother, or I may need them for my mother-in-law. What is my anxiety? I’m source of my own life. One message – you think you are the cause of your own life, but God in Christ is the source of your life. 

5. What if I go through all these things and I sin? Do I fall under condemnation? Emphatically NO! On Good Friday its freedom for everyone. In Col. 2:13 when you were dead, He made you alive with Christ. Slow down it’s not Meridian Road here. You drive jets not cars in America; God protect me from good drivers. In the uncircumcision of human nature he forgave us all our sins. No one had asked for forgiveness. He cancelled the written code [the Law], so that no one comes under condemnation. This doesn’t mean you can sin as much as you like. IF you sin, you are not under condemnation. IF you are forgiven, you just pray and ask for what is always given to you. You need to be released from the power of sin because your mind has gone funny. You need to have more love because your love has grown cold. Be reconciled because you made yourself an alien to your life in God. These are the meanings of Forgiveness. Good Friday gives us the transformation of our inner life; we make mistakes and we need to be renewed. God’s love didn’t stop after Good Friday. I have been crucified with Christ – how? Paul, you were a terrible Jew killing Christians. My humanity, Paul says, was hanged on the cross with Jesus Christ. There is the solidarity of humanity. Read 1 Cor15:14, IF Christ is not raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sin. Why am I still in my sin, if I’m dead? Rom 6 – if Christ is still dead, the Law is still operating and you’re back to the Old Testament still under the condemnation death which came through one man Adam. The Resurrection came through one man Jesus Christ. American Christianity is a big puzzle to me. The difference between a believer raised and an unbeliever raised is that the believer is in Christ. All in Adam die. All are alive in Christ, if you are alive in Christ. I wish we could chant Romans 8 - Turn back to what you have lost. He will be standing like a fire to clean you up. God will give you that in order to renew you. 

We haven’t touched the handout. May I trespass because I love to break the Law. 

Tertullian is a lawyer. I don’t like him because he’s a lawyer. Let us focus on the origin the forgive nesses. Forgiveness means you are enlightened. Example:

4th Forgiveness – if you give alms, you are less selfish. 

5th Forgiveness - here is the healing. 

6th Forgiveness - If our love will cover sins, what about the Divine Love? There is no FBI agent to catch us.. 

7th Forgiveness - seek a cure according to the Lord (James 5). This puts forgiveness in a variety of light for us.

Gregory of Nyssa says I am a good example to God because God is a good example to me. Become like God. Audacious isn’t he? This is the spirit of the early church and forgiveness is not restricted to the idea of amnesty for sins. There is a variety of meanings.

Philemon did not like to go to church because they recite Lord’s Prayer like a train. He said I can’t follow that speed and have my own church. I want everyone to pray to have access to the throne of grace. When I would talk with him about my sins he would put his face down, and I couldn’t tell if he was sleeping. But he was listening and he said I hide my face because I was weeping. The more you sin the more God’s grace will abound– when sin multiplied, grace abounded – tell me more of your sins. If you live Christian theology, you will not just read it. 

Prayer. 
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