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The Letter to the Ephesians, Lesson #2

Chosen in Christ

Ephesians 1:3-4 – Part One

Ephesians 1:3 – 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms in Christ, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love.
Some basic questions on the text:

1. Are we chosen or elected?

2. Being chosen or elected is concerned with “who are the chosen” or “what is it that we are chosen for?”  In other words, is it about the goal or about particular persons?

Choice is an election

The Greek verb in verse 4, exelexato, means “chose” and definitely any choice means election.  But election has been developed to “election by rejection,” while choosing has preference but not necessarily rejection.  Verse 4 does not say we are chosen and others were rejected: “he chose us in him before the foundation of the world.”
“Before the foundation of the world” means before the world was even created, so this has no reference to our deeds.
The OT Background

1. In the LXX (Septuagint, Greek OT) the noun ekloge is completely lacking and that means that there is no concept of “election.”  This is due to the fact that in abstract concepts are generally foreign to the Hebrew language. 
2. The Hebrew verb bachar means “choose, select, prefer” (Exod 17:9; Num 16:5;

2 Sam 15:15; 1 Chr 28:6; Ps.. 119:30).
3. Bachar is used in Isaiah 40:20 as a verb for “a choice of a suitable wood to make an idol.”  The emphasis is on the choice, not on rejection (of other woods).  Look in Genesis 6:2 and the carefully considered choice of a wife, at the same time motivated by liking and desire.  In Genesis 13:11, consider Lot’s choice of the part of the land which seemed to him most favorable.  In Proverbs the choice of understanding and the fear of the Lord are more desirable than gold and silver (Prov 8:10, 19; 16:16). 
4. The verb bachar is also used for choosing the persons as in case of choosing king Saul (1 Sam 8:18). 
5. It is used for the decision (choosing) between Yahweh and other gods (Josh 24:15), or between life in God’s temple and life in the world of evildoers (Ps  84:10). 

All these don’t point to rejection but to preference for a purpose or a specific use.

We also have the verb bãrar, set “apart, select,” and even “purge” (1 Chr 16:41) as priests are chosen for service before the ark.  In Ezekiel 20: 38 the rebels are “separated” from the rest of the people.
‘Chose’ and ‘Chosen’ in the NT

The verb eklrgomai, (to make a choice) is used twenty-two times in the NT: eleven times in Luke + Acts (Luke 6:13; 9:35; 10:42; 14:7; Acts 1:2, 24; 6:5; 13:17; 15:7, 22, 25); five times in John (6:70; 13:18; 15:l6, 19); four times in Paul (1 Cor 1:26-28, Eph 1:4); and the other two times in Mark 13:20 and James 2:5. 
Contextual Meaning  
Luke 

6:13 Jesus called and chose the apostles

9:35 
is very important, Jesus was transfigured on the Mount and from heaven came the voice of the Father, “This is my Son, my Chosen One (or as in some MS) my beloved one. (MS is shorthand for “manuscripts”)
10:42 Mary has chosen the good portion that will not be taken away from her.  

1. Called and chosen go together just as God called Abraham and chose him.

2. If we accept this reading that Jesus is the Chosen One while the other two Gospels reported the Beloved, then Chosen means Beloved and is a direct reference to choice as an act of love.
3. Mary has chosen Jesus, the good portion, a purposeful choice.  
Acts

1:2 
… the apostles whom he had chosen …
1:24
… Which one of these two you have chosen … 

6:5

… they chose Stephen …

13:17 The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great 
during their stay in Egypt.
15:7 The apostles and elders were gathered…. Peter stood up and said to them, 
“brothers you know that in the early days God made a choice among you that 
by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the Gospel…(this same verb 
is repeated afterwards in verses 22, 25).
1. We don’t see a change in the use: choosing the apostles, not finding a replacement for Judas, choosing Israel and choosing Peter.  All these verses don’t reveal arbitrary selection nor a preference against anyone in particular.

2. The OT call and choice of Israel is God’s plan for a purpose.

John

6:70
Jesus said did I not choose you the Twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.
13:18 I am not speaking of all of you, I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, “He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.

15:16, 19 You have not chosen me but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit …I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you…
1. Choosing the Twelve was also part of the callout which is the literal meaning of the Greek verb eklrgomai. But we have to be careful with the sayings: One of you is a devil and that the Scripture will be fulfilled, for Jesus did not chose a devil but man who chose to become a devil. The Scripture is fulfilled not because it inspired Judas to betray Jesus but because the words of Psalm 41:9 was about King David cry for God’s deliverance from his close “friend in whom I have trusted, who ate my bread … ” Treachery of a friend is a common theme and that what happened to David will happen again to David’s descendants. But notice how Judas is a “friend.” “Lifting up a heel” is a Hebrew idiom that means “the friend whom you trust,” that very one whose foot you will be under as he will walk over you.
2. The choice of the Twelve does not show us that they were of good character or had a good faith in Jesus; their doubts were repeated even after the resurrection.      
The Letters of Paul
1 Cor 1:26-30  For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise   according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, that no human being might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
1. This section – God’s calling for the unwise, those who are not powerful, or even of noble birth – is the most shocking statement ever written in antiquity and remains up till now the great challenge to all of our modern systems.    God chose the foolish, the weak, what is low and despised in the world, even things that are literally rubbish, to bring to nothing things that are of good and great reputation; that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 
2. Then Paul after pulling down all human standards of good says that God is “the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption.  Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

3. This should help us to read correctly Ephesians 1:4 as it follows the above meaning, we are chosen for a goal or a purpose.
So to answer the question: Are we chosen for the goal, or are there chosen particular persons?

1. We have inherited a long collections of dualisms that go back  even to the apostolic times:
a) Matter is evil, spirit is good, and so the body is evil and the spirit is good. (Gnosticism) 

b) Humans are born into a class of super beings (spiritual ones), some to lesser a degree (called psychic), and even fewer who are just flesh.  The first are saved, the second their salvation is doubtful, the third have no hope.  Mani the Persian (maybe first century AD), who designed this system called Manichaeism, also said those who marry and eat meat have no hope. The first class are called the elect and the enlightened 

c) Sin and evil separate humans from God and create a chasm that humans can’t cross. 
d) Time and eternity are opposite to each other.
e) Heaven and earth are separated and unrelated.

If we are “chosen in Him” or “in Christ before the foundation of the world,” let us look at the use of “in him” and “in Christ” in order to see God the Father’s plan in his Son.
‘In Christ’ in Ephesians
1:3 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are also faithful in Christ Jesus.”
1:9  
For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of his will, according to his purpose which he set forth in Christ…
1:12
In him, according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will, we who first hoped in Christ have been destined and appointed to live for the praise of his glory.
1:18-23 … having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 which he accomplished in Christ when he raised him from the dead and made him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 22 and he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
4:31-32  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  

‘In Christ Jesus’ in Ephesians’
1:1
1 To the saints who are also faithful in Christ Jesus.
2:4-7 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, 

5 even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ by grace you have been saved, 6 and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us

 in Christ Jesus. 

2:8-10  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God 9 not because of works, lest any man should boast.  10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

3:3-6 3…how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly.  4 When you read this you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 6 that is, how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
3: 8-11 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unreachable riches of Christ, 9 and to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things;  10 that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose which he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,

3:18-21 18…may have power to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.


20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 21 to him be glory in the church and

 in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen. 

‘In Jesus’ in Ephesians
4:17-25 17 Now this I affirm and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds; 18 they are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart; 19 they have become callous and have given themselves up to licentiousness, greedy to practice every kind of uncleanness.  



20 You did not so learn Christ! 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus. 22 Put off your old nature which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and put on the new nature, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

25 Therefore, putting away falsehood, let every one speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.
‘In the Lord’ in Ephesians
2:12-22 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ.


14 For he is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. 17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18 for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  


19 So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 21 Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
4:15-17 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, when each part is working properly, makes bodily growth and up builds itself in love.


17 Now this I affirm and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds …
5: 6-10  6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for it is because of these things that the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.  7 Therefore do not associate with them, 


8 for once you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light 9 for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true, 10 and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 


6:1
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
‘In Him’ in Ephesians
1:4 
4 even as he (the Father) chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.
2:14-18  14 For he is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18 for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.
‘The Beloved’ in Ephesians
1:5-7 5 He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace
Contextual Commentary
1. “In Christ” or “in Jesus” or “in Christ Jesus” all have the identical goal

2. Paul, like all the believers, is in Christ or in the Lord or in the Beloved:

a) It is our status 

b) It is our life

c) It is where the glorious grace has been given freely in the Beloved.
3. He, Jesus Christ, is our access because through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father, and here the Trinitarian movement is made clear.  We come through the Son by the one Spirit to the Father.  Why did Paul use one Sprit?
Chosen in the Beloved
1. In Ephesians 1:12 we have hope in Christ as we have been destined and appointed to live for the praise of God’s glory.
2. This hope is that now he has called us according to the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, which is the immeasurable greatness of his power that works in us who believe.  Jesus works in us with his great might that raised him from the dead to accomplish the same because now the risen Lord sits at the right hand in the heavenly places. (1:18ff)

3. Our Lord in a unique confession is given the divine name and power.  He is “far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come; and he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (1:22-23).
4. Thus our Lord is the head not of a body but “his body” the church.  We shall visit this later on.
5. In Ephesians 2:4-7, all our ideas about atonement are crushed at the feet of “God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ by grace you have been saved,  and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
We learn from this passage the following:

1.
Those who magnified the justice of God have failed to see his mercy.

2. 
Those who are under guilt should remember that “guilt demands punishment,” but a careful reading of Ephesians 2:4-7 tells us that our redemption is:
a.
Out of great love, just like John 3:16.
b.
God loved us not only his Beloved Son.
c.
We were made alive with Christ, so that it was not only his death but also his resurrection.
d. 
Our salvation is also to sit with Christ in the heavenly places and when Paul added “sit with him and in him (Jesus Christ) he means all the glory of Jesus is given to us.
e. 
The death of Christ on the cross is expressed in Ephesians 1:5-7 as God’s destiny, “He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.” 
Redemption in His Blood
“In him” we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.  We must remember:
1.  
It is in love. 

2.  
It is for adoption. 

3. 
It is bestowed freely not by but in the Beloved, so that it is this unique personal communion.

4. 
Even when we read that our redemption is through him, “through” does not stand alone but “through his blood.”  That is very personal. 

5.
In Ephesians 2:13-16, “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end.” The use of now should be taken into account. It is the present time; the now of every now because Jesus was never prisoner of past history and his cross was the divine plan “before the foundation of the world.” Jesus defeats all our attempts to theorize him, and the Greek propositions – in, through, with, etc. – defeated all those who tried to make the Beloved:

      – a tool,
      – a sphere for divine activates,
      – an idea or a concept that we can study.
Letter from Philemon

My beloved friend and brother,

May the peace of Christ dwell in your heart by his breath that is the Holy Spirit (John 20:21).  I read your letter and I did not understand what the meaning of this word “Christology” is but from what you have written it seems that it is a branch of knowledge concerned with Christ.  My simple understanding is that when anyone attempts to make a theory or a concept of a person, this attempt is a road to Paganism.  The old gods are alive under other names and hide under Christian knowledge.  If you and me make our Lord an idea in our heads or a concept or make him part of a system, all these attempts reveal to us our desire to control, not to believe trust, love and worship.  I hope that the flame of the fire of love the Holy Spirit purifies that thing you call “Christology” and that the divine love leads you into the immeasurable love of our Heavenly Father.  Please eat from the Tree of Life that is our Lord Jesus before you eat from the Tree of Knowledge that has extended its branches in us.  Live in the Lord and for the Lord and you will learn the good knowledge.
Philemon a sinner loved by Jesus

3rd of Feb 1968

Chosen in the Beloved and Redeemed by His Blood

1. We are chosen in spite of the fact that we were dead (2:4-7), but God made us alive together with Christ.  There is no room “for good works” for God to choose us or even to make us alive in Christ.

2. If there is a room for “good works” we will not be sitting with Christ in the heavenly places or saved by grace.

3. Please read carefully (Eph. 2:8-10): “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God not because of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” For the time being I want you to focus on grace.  We shall deal with the good works in verse 10 in due time.
4. In him we have obtained an in inheritance (Eph 1:11) that was in the eternal plan also before the foundation of the world because Christ said, “come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry… (Matt 25:34-35).  If all were prepared for us –  salvation, adoption, the seal of the Spirit, the eternal inheritance – then let us see the not only the cross but the whole Christ and the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5), for the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Love who proceeds from the Father (John 15:26) and rests in us.
5. Love is the divine movement of the divine Life:

a. The Father loves the Son


b. The Spirit of the Father proceeds from the Father and rest in the Son

c. The Father sent the Son to give us the Spirit of Love

Thus the love of the Father is poured in the Son and from the Son is given by the Holy Spirit and by the Spirit we are carried and initiated into this movement.

· The Father gives us to the Son to re-make us his Children

· The Son gives us to the Holy Spirit to take us into the deep mystery of love and re-shape us temples for the divine love.

“In the Beloved” does not take away the weakness of our love, and as we shall deal with chapter 4:1 to the end, we hear the warnings of the apostle of the how we should live as beloved in the Lord. – George
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