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The Letter to the Ephesians, Lesson #3

Chosen in the Beloved to be Without Blemish

Ephesians 1:4 – Part Two
Ephesians 1:4 – even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless (without blemish) before him in love.
Notes

“Without blemish” appears 7 times in the NT:

1. Ephesians 1:4 – even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blemish (blameless RSV) before him in love.
2. Ephesians 5:27 – Christ will present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish
3. Colossians 1:21-22 – And you, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and without blemish (blameless) and irreproachable before him.
4. Hebrews 9:14 – how much more the blood of Christ, who offered himself without blemish to God the Father to purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
5. 1 Peter 1:19 – you were ransomed from the futile ways … not with perishable things such as silver … but with the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without blemish or spot.
6. Jude 24 – now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you without blemish (blameless) before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God , our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority , before all the time and now and forever.  Amen. 

7. Revelation 14:5 – The 144,000 they have been redeemed by the lamb … in their mouth no lie was found, for they are without blemish (blameless).
Is it ‘Without Blemish’ or ‘Blameless’? 

- The OT Background

1. The Greek word s,amwmos in classical Greek can mean one who is “without reproach” or “blameless,” either physically because he has a good body or morally because of leading a good moral life.
2. But in the LXX (Septuagint) it is used for those who keep the law.  Psalm 15:2 says, “O lord who shall dwell in your tent … he who walks blamelessly and does what is right.” (also see Prov 11:5; 20:7)
3. amwmos is used for God Himself and his law:


Psalm 17:30: His way

Psalm 18:7: His law. 
4. In the LXX, however, amwmos is most commonly used by far for physical perfection of the offering (Ex 29:1; Lev 1:3; 4:3; 5:15; Ezk 43:22).  The priest in the OT must be without blemish, and any physical blemish, such as loosing a hand or his sight, did not allow him to be a priest.
- The NT Background
1. In Ephesians 1:4, “without blemish” means that it is part of the Christian life to be morally blameless and the word comes after “holy.”  Here it is important to point to two schools in Christian Theology:

a) The Western School that speaks of holiness and blameless life as a moral quality.

b) The Eastern School that teaches that holiness and blameless life means our participation in the divine life that is created as the result of our communion in the very holiness of God’s blameless and holy life.  

I prefer the Eastern School of theology when I read Ephesians 1:4 because:
a) 
We were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world.

b) 
Our being in Christ is not due to our moral effort but is what God the Father bestowed on us in his Son. 

c) 
Reading carefully (Eph 5:27) we can’t fail to see the cleansing work of Christ who will continually clean up the church to make the church his “Bride” who is without blemish or blameless.

d) The same meaning is clear in (Col 1:21-22) as the work of the redeemer who has he has now reconciled us in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and without blemish (blameless) and irreproachable before him.

e) 
Heb 9:14 and 1 Pet 1:19) Christ who offered himself without blemish to God the Father because Christ like a lamb without blemish or spot and these words are certainly OT terms for the sacrifices. But we will make a mistake if we consider the sacrifice of Christ as without blemish physically. It is also a mistake to think that Christ was only morally blameless because this does not reveal to us the power of his death. Do not become a pupil of the Greek Masters, Plato and the others and think that the only qualification of the sacrifice of Christ is that He was without any moral defect or “without sin”. This is just one drop of water that must not be made a river of water in our heads. The Greatness of the death of our Lord Jesus is made clear that it is His Great Love for us.

f) 
The words of Jude 24 is our hope now and at the day of doom. 

Love is Without Spot or Blemish

Dialogue I with Abba Philemon

George: 
Why do we love to make our relationship with God our Father regulated by laws and rituals?

Philemon: Because we think that God is human like us who cares about roles and what is right and what is wrong?

George: 
Does God not care about right and wrong?

Philemon: No. God our Father cares about good and evil not about right and wrong. Do you know the basic difference between “good and evil” and “right and wrong”?

George: 
I do but I want to hear from you

Philemon: Right and wrong were defined by the moral code without any reference to our relationship with God.  I mean you can do what is right without being even a Christian. Am I right?
George: 
Yes, you are, but what good and evil?

Philemon: Good is love and light and life. This is made clear in the first letter of John:


- Eternal life is with the Father    John 1:2


- This eternal life is shared by as with the Father and the Son   
John1:4


- God is light and in him there is no darkness   John1:5


- Light is truth practiced   John1:6


- By knowledge and love and keeping the commandment of love: the love of 
God is perfected    John 2:4


- This commandment is true in him and it is light: whoever says he is in the 
light and hates his brother is still in darkness. Whoever loves his brother 
abides in God.   John 2:8-11

- Knowledge is given because we were anointed by the Holy One  John 2:20
- Those who deny the Incarnation are liars and thus lost the Father and the 
Son   John 2:21-23


- But if we confess the Son we have the Father and abide in the Son and the 
Father.   John 2:24


- The Father has special love for us for the Father made us his children …

John 3:1-2  


- The world hates us for we passed out of death into life because we love the 
brothers   John 3:14


- Whoever does not love abides in death and has no eternal life   John 3:15


Then Philemon said, “Is this enough for you my dear brother? I know persons who don’t read the whole chapters to get the whole message.  Never ever create a doctrine from verse.
George: 
Tell me why do you think that love is good?

Philemon: It is not me George, but the word of God tells me that love is life and that God is love.  Please read I John 4:7-12.  If we love we abide in him and he gives us the Son to live through him (1 John 4:9) and also the Spirit (1 John 4:13).  I want you to consider looking at 1 John 4:13-21 where love will give us no fear from Judgment.
George: 
But is there a fear of love? I mean love that creates a certain type of fear?

Philemon: Yes, there are three kinds of fears:
a) Fear of punishment that belongs to slaves;
b) Fear of losing the reward that comes into the heart of those who don’t know the difference between good and evil;
c) Fear of losing communion by being distracted by lust and sin from pursuing the goal of our life that is God himself.
George:
But if I quote Ephesians 1:4 and other verses, what is meant by life that is free from blame?
Philemon: That life is not ours; that is, by our effort.  We are made holy by the Spirit of Holiness.  We are always perfected in Christ and thus if you see that there is nothing good or holy in you, do not be surprised.  To be without blemish is the state of our union with the One who alone is without sin.  My soul is in pain when people come and speak of our Lord and demean him by saying that his great achievement was that he lived a life without sin.  But the greatness of our Lord is that he loved us and still loves us in spite of our sins and failures. He is love just like God his Father.  His blood and his death on the cross is that of a lamb without blemish because of his perfect love for the Father and for us, not just because he was sinless.  He was without sin, but that does not say anything about his great love.  Do you see what I mean?
George: 
I see that now, and I confess that I am one of those who saw only the sinlessness of Jesus but not Jesus the lover of mankind.  So how does love work to present us blameless?

Philemon: You need to read several times 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 and come and see me next week.
(First Dialogue, 1958 Jan 22)
1 Corinthians 13:4-8
(RSV, umich.edu)


4 Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful;


5  it is not arrogant or rude.  Love does not insist on its own way; it is not
          irritable or resentful;

6  it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right.

7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they
         will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.
Dialogue II with Abba Philemon

George: 
I have read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 but could not see what you mentioned.
Philemon: That is good because you were looking for human love.  I want you to make your own discovery. But here is some help:

- 
Love does not insist on its own way (13:5), so try to define love and you will commit the sin of blasphemy.

- 
Love does not rejoice at wrong doing (13:6), and ask yourself if you have harbored any reason for the death of our Sweet Jesus on the Cross, and if you have done that in the past stop now and don’t worry because love bears all things (13:7). 

This is enough for now.
(Second Dialogue, 1958 Jan 23)

Saints and Holiness

Ephesians 1:4 tells us: we should be holy in love.  We can’t be just “holy” but “holy in love.”  So what is holiness?
The OT Background

[image: image1.png]WTP qds; WP godes; WP gadés, WIR gades, |
VIR gedes




qds, qodes, qados, qades, qedes

This Hebrew word for “holiness” is a verb and all its derivatives have no synonyms.  The word is used approximately 842 times in the OT.  It is important to notice that, in the OT, it was used ….

152 times in Leviticus

105 times in Ezekiel

102 times in Exodus

80 times in Numbers

73 times in Isaiah

65 times in Psalms

1.
“Holiness” means something consecrated and [the word] can’t be used at all except for what it was “consecrated for” as in Exodus 29:21, [describing] priests and their vestments, everything that comes into contact with the altar, the worship utensils, and any sacrificial material (Exod 29:37; 30:29; Lev 6:11), or any article used for the sanctuary (Deut 22:9).
2.   “God is holy” means “shows himself to be holy” by manifesting his unique and unchangeable divine holiness before Israel (Exod 29:43) and the nations (Ezek 20:41; 28:22, 25; 36:23; 38:16; 39:27). 

3. 
Something can be described as “holy according to the law of worship” such as the Sabbath (Gen 2:3; Exod 20:11). 

4. 
The sense of “be made holy”; be holy/consecrated or “is sanctified” as someone is consecrated (Exod 19:22; Lev 11:44; 20:7).  God “shows himself to be holy” (Ezek 38:23) because God consecrates himself to save Israel.  Humans bring themselves into the condition of consecration or purity without any mention of the particular ritual (Num 11:18; Josh 3:5; 7:13; 1 Sam 16:5) or “is sanctified” (NRSV “keeping themselves holy,” 2 Chrn 31:l8).
5.  “To make holy, consecrate, offer, surrender to God as a possession” (Josh 20:7; 1 Chron 23:13; 2 Chron 29:19; 30:17). God can declare something or someone to be consecrated to him (Num 3:13; 1 King 9:7). One can “view something/someone as holy” (Num 20:12; 27:14; Isa 29:23)
6. 
The noun qodes “holiness,” is the most frequently used word, referring to the sacrifices and the offering to God of Leviticus 19:8) and the “sanctuary” (Ezek 4 1:21) and for anything touched by holiness, including the sacrifice for sin “most holy” (Lev 6; 24 ff; Num 4:4; Lev 21:22).
The moral quality of holiness that is “to be without sin” is not known in the OT.
The NT Background
1.
 The Holiness of God in the NT rests on the OT foundation.  Holiness is certainly God’s own life, the Father is the Holy One (John 17:11; 1 Pet 1:15).  In the Lord’s Prayer, our petition is made that God’s name should be hallowed (Matthew 6:9; Luke. 11:12).  The name stands for the Father who now reveals himself as Father, not just “Yahweh” Himself (Matt 28:19). 
2. 
Jesus Christ is also Holy (see Mark 1:24; Luke 1:35; John 6:69; 1 John 2:20; Rev 3:7; Acts 3:14; 4:27, 30).  In Luke, it is grounded upon His miraculous birth when the Holy One came on Mary who was overshadowed by the divine Shakinah like the OT temple (Luke 1:35).
3. 
We shall leave all the references to the Holy Spirit in the NT.

The Holiness of the Church

1.
The letter to the Hebrews says that the church is just like the OT temple (Heb 8: 5), but here it is the people who enjoy God’s dwelling.  It is remarkable that Jesus the “Anointed” one was crucified in the city where the Temple was (Acts 4:27-30), and in verse 30 the Holy Spirit filled not the place but the people.  Jesus suffered outside the gates of Jerusalem “in order to sanctify the people” (Heb 13:12), and in vv.13-14 we have the holy people of God who offer up “sacrifices of praise that is the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.”
2. 
The NT people are called just as those of the OT, “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  These words (Exod 19:6) are now applied to the church (1 Pet 2:9; 1:16). 
3. 
More vivid is the powerful historical identification of Paul of the people of God, the Church of Christ, the body of Christ of the Holy One.  The new people of God are now the new branches from the Gentile world have been engrafted (Rom 11:17), and they are sanctified by the stump.  The stump is obviously Christ (Rom 15:12) ordained to rule over the Gentiles.  He has given Himself for the church that he might sanctify her cleansed her by the washing of water with the word (Eph 5:26). His church is sanctified not merely as the people of the OT but it is now a state of being (1 Cor 1:2) by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:11; Rom 15:16).  Jesus by his death and resurrection extended the “commonwealth” of the blessing and the promises to the Gentiles (Eph 2:12) is extended by Christ to the whole Christian world, so that now Gentile Christians are no longer strangers but fellow citizens with the saints  (Eph 2:19), built on the cornerstone Christ over the foundation of the apostles and prophets.  Here the saints are citizens who have the “right” to be in communion with God the Father.
4. 
This will help us: read carefully in Ephesians 5:27 why the members of the church are holy and without blemish.  There is no distinction in Paul between the holiness of the church and that of the members because the church – and that is the community – receives holiness from Christ.  This is why Paul addresses the communities as that of the saints (Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:2), because where the Spirit of the Lord there is holiness.
5. 
The “holy” or the saints are members of the worshipping community grounded in the sacrifice of Christ because they are “God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved and as the Lord has forgiven them so they must forgive” (Col 3:12). Ephesians 1:18 speaks of the glorious inheritance in the saints, whose glorious riches are to be known by Christians.  Inseparably related is the verse in Colossians that must be quoted in full, “giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.  He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.  This transformation is the divine act that makes the church live its inheritance” (Col 1:12- 13).
The Holy Life of Christians
1. 
As the Church is a holy temple of God (1 Cor 3:17; Eph 2:21), so the life of Christians should be a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship (Rom 12:10) so that the Christian life is an offering acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit (Rom 15:16).
2. 
In fact, grace – the charismata, adoption, salvation, eternal glory; in a word, all the manifestations of the divine life – are referred some times to Christ, sometimes to the Spirit.  Thus “we live by the Spirit” and nevertheless “Christ is our life’’ (Gal 5:25; Col 3:4; Phil 1:21).  The Holy Spirit is the dispenser of all the charismata, and yet these are conferred “according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”(1 Cor 12:11; Eph 4:9)  It is by Jesus Christ that we received the adoption of sons; nevertheless, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of adoption and “all those who are moved by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” (Eph 1:4; Gal 4:5-6 and Rom 8:15)  The dead will rise from the dead “by a man,” Jesus Christ, and yet God will raise us “because of the Spirit” or “by the Spirit that dwells” (Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 6:11) in us.
3. 
Let us add still another fact often pointed out: the equivalence of the two formulas “in Christ” and “in the Spirit.”  This equivalence does not go so far as is usually supposed, far from it; but it is nevertheless suggestive.  Some examples show this:

a.  Justified in the Spirit = justified in the Lord.

b.  Sanctified in the Holy Spirit = sanctified in Christ Jesus.

c.  Holy temple in the Spirit = holy temple in the Lord.

d.  To be sealed in the Spirit = to be sealed in Christ.’

e.  Joy in the Holy Spirit = joy in the Lord.

f.   Peace in the Holy Spirit = peace in the Lord.

To explain this phenomenon, must we say that Christ operates in the Holy Spirit.  For the identity of operation on the part of Christ and the Spirit in the lives of the believers there exists a much deeper cause.  Jesus is called Christ because as man He possessed the fullness of the Spirit and was to cause it to be poured out upon us as soon as he had accomplished his redemptive work.  Then, at the moment of the resurrection, he becomes actually for himself and for us a “life giving spirit” for himself, since the grace with which he abounds fills his body and renders it spiritual, and for us, because he communicates to us lavishly all the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit himself.  Henceforth, Jesus is the head of the new humanity who brings the Holy Spirit to our life.  We live by the Son and also by the Spirit; or, more exactly, we live by the Spirit sent by the Son.  It is an identity of operations without confusion of Persons.  Let us take, for example, the gift of adoption.  This gift comes to us from the Son who has adopted us and causes us to be accepted as brothers; God “predestines us for it by Jesus Christ” and confers it upon us by faith and baptism;  that is to say, by the act and rite which put us “into fellowship with the Son of God.” The Holy Spirit is nonetheless called the “Spirit of adoption,” and all those whom he leads are truly “sons of God.”  This is because God adopts us as sons by giving us his Spirit, and Christ adopts us as brothers by sending us his Spirit: “for if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”  The proof that “you are sons is that God hath sent the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, where he cries: Abba, Father! Therefore now he is not a slave but a son; and if a son, an heir also through God.” The Holy Spirit is the witness, the messenger, the agent, and the pledge of our sonship.
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