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The Letter to the Ephesians, Lesson #4

Predestined and Predestination, Biblical Concepts – Part 1
Ephesians 1:3-11
Ephesians 1:3-11 – 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. 
5 He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 which he lavished upon us. 
9 For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of his will, according to his purpose which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
11 In him, according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will …” 
The Biblical Scope of the Father’s Revelation and Work
It is only in the NT that the verb “predestine” (prohorizo) is to be found, once in Acts 4:28 and five times in Paul (Rom 8:29-30; twice in 1 Cor 2:7; twice in Eph 1:5.11).  The noun “predestination” is not used in the NT, but terms like “plan, design, foreknowledge, and election” are used.  It is clear that the concept itself that later on became the “Doctrine of Predestination” is not known in the NT.  It was developed in the 5th century, first as a result of the debate between St Augustine and Pelagius (British monk who stood in opposition to Augustine’s teaching on grace, the fall and original sin).

Acts 4:28 speaks of what the Father has predestined to take place, and that is the death of our Lord on the cross.

Romans 8:29, 30 and Ephesians 1:3-11

The verses in Romans 8:28-31 should be quoted in full:
Romans 8:28 – We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him, who are called according to his purpose.
Romans 8:29 – For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the first-born among many brethren.  30  And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
Romans 9:31 – What then shall we say to this?  If God is for us, who is against us?
Accurate Reading - Notes
1. It is impossible for those who have accepted later presuppositions to see that the whole reading of Romans 8:28-31 does not declare that God has created some for heaven and others for hell.

2. There is nothing here about the fate of those who reject the Son.
3. The verbs “predestine” and “foreknow” are not like what we know and experience in our modern life.  In the OT both verbs are part of the divine human knowledge that is between God and Israel (Gen 18:19; Hos 13:4; Ps 38:18; 139:1-116; and in Amos 3:2 Yahweh addresses Israel with the words, “You only have I known of all the families of the earth; and in Jeremiah 1:5 Yahweh tells the young Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew”).  This knowledge is based on the covenant and the plan that God put into effect to redeem the world. While our knowledge limits our relationship, God’s foreknowledge plans to give blessing to the whole nations (Gen 18).

4.  When Paul speaks that God knows the believers (Gal 4:9; 1 Cor 8:3, 13:12) who were elected beforehand (1 Cor 2:7), Paul is using the same OT terms.

5. By including “foreknowledge” of the call, and also the act of predestination under the common theme “we know” (8:28), Paul assumes that the biblical themes of the OT were known to the church in Rome.  These themes did not at all include the rejection of the nations in favor of Israel.  The new theme is to be confined to the image of his Son.  Romans 8:28 belongs to the last part of the divine plan to re-create the old creation and to make those who believe many brothers (Rom 8:28).  In the plan Paul distinguishes between two aspects: God knows beforehand, and God predestines beforehand.  These two actions of God should not be confused.

6. The first is God knows what will take place. The second is that all is planned to bring creation to intimate relationship that has its foundation in the divine revelation of God.  God reveals himself as an act of love so that we are “known by Him” (1 Cor 8:3; 9; Matt 7:23).  This act of love is about what God has prepared.  It is like entering the Promised Land.  The blessing that was given to Abraham is now fulfilled under the leadership of Joshua.  Here the foreknowledge of God did not number those who entered Canaan, but prepared the way for Joshua.  The “election” is another name that is equivalent to foreknowledge of those whom “God has chosen in the beginning” (2 Thess 2:13), and these are the “the elect.”
7. The foreknowledge of God (1 Peter 1:1) reveals to us the second part of the plan.  The choice is made with an end; a precise destination.  This too was made from the beginning and can be called “predestination” because as it appears in history and in time.  It was not accidental but goes back to the beginning before time, and we can only understand it because now we know it after we saw the end.  So in the same way what Jesus did and came for was revealed in time but it was not accidental or a byproduct of the cunningness of the Jews and the cruelty of the Romans, but it was God’s plan.  Now the redeeming sacrifice has won reconciliation with God and the adoption as sons: God has predestined us to be his adopted sons through Jesus Christ (Eph 1:5).  
This is the context in which Pauline theology is situated: In Christ we have redemption through his blood and the forgiveness of our trespasses according to the riches of his grace which he lavished upon us.  For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of his will, according to his purpose which he set forth in Christ  as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.” (Eph 1:7-9).  It is a plan founded on grace (Rom 11:5; Eph l: 6f; by grace you have been saved Eph 2:5ff), and mercy (R 11:,30ff; Titus 3:5), and finally love (l Thess 1:4; 2 Thess 2:13; Rom 1:28; Eph 1:4).  If, then, “being predestined” means “being loved by God,” then there is nothing frightening in this mystery.  On the contrary man has the joy of knowing not only the beginning but also the end of God’s plan that “have been prepared for this glory long ago” (Rom 9:23).

The Divine Plan in Time and in History    
In Romans 8:30 Paul says “those whom He has predestined, He has also called; those whom He has called, He has also justified; and those whom He has justified He also glorified.”  This is how the plan appears in time and in history.
1. The act of predestination rests in the present time on the concrete calling and justification, and then in the time to come it is completed by the act of glorification. Established in God’s mystery, Paul expresses absolute certainty by using verbs in the past tense.  
2.  God’s work is “in Christ, predestined according to the plan (prothesis) of the one who has fulfilled everything according to the plan (boule) of His will” (Eph 1:11).  What is revealed is made clear to us and falls into the scope of our human liberty. It is an offer. Israel rejected this plan because it included the Gentiles. Paul does clearly distinguish two groups in mankind—the elect and the others, the old elect failed but the new accepted what has been” prepared for this glory long ago” (Rom 9:23). The new accepted what was prepared before time.

3. So Paul sees things from a point of view that we find difficult: we think of individuals and he thinks of Israel.  Paul speaks of a plan for a nation while what we think of is a “who.”  Here we can read Ephesians and Romans and other letters more accurately by considering:
a. You were dead,
b.  Now you are alive in Christ,
c.  Those who were under the Law must come to free grace,
d.  Those who were without the Law are justified by Christ’s death and resurrection by faith through grace.
e.   But to both Paul can say: “work for your salvation in fear and trembling.  It is God, for His own loving purpose, who puts both the will and the action into you” (Ph 2:12).  “We are His work, created in Christ Jesus in view of the good works that God has prepared in advance in order that we might put them into practice” (Eph 2:10). 
So everything takes place here below according to God’s plan.

Our Life in Jesus Beyond Our Concepts

Fifth dialogue with Abba Philemon

It was a cold day, January 9, and as usual the wind makes a special noise, the only noise you can hear in the Desert.  I was reading a book on Christology.  It was a dull book but I pressed on.  I went to see Abba Philemon about 11 and he was gracious enough to open the door of his Cell for me.  As usual he asked me what I was reading and as usual it was a book in English.  He said, “What is it about?”  I told him it was about the council of Chalcedon in 451 AD.  Then he said, “Is it good?”

George:
No.  It is dull.  

Philemon: 
So why do you read it?

George: 
I have to teach a course on Christology next week
Philemon: 
Ah.  Then you teach about the Lord from papers.

George: 
Yes.  What else?
Philemon:
No my brother, Jesus is alive.  He is not an idea in a book, not even in the NT.

George: 
How would you teach others about Jesus?

Philemon:
How did Jesus himself teach others?

George: 
Sometime by parables, or by doing miracles or answering the Pharisees.  

Philemon: 
Your answer is not good. Why did Jesus use parables?

George: 
To teach about the kingdom.

Philemon: 
Then if the theme is the kingdom of God in the parables, was this an idea called the kingdom of God?  Or was it God’s rule in our life and therefore it is not an idea on papers or in a book but is the encounter with God the Father of our Lord Jesus?
George: 
Yes, you are right. 

Philemon: 
Did you notice that our Lord used to say “the kingdom of God is like” but never ever did he say “this is the kingdom.”  Do you know why he said “it is like”?

George: 
I think because there is nothing really like the kingdom to which Jesus can point the index finger and say “this is it.” 

Philemon:
Good, then when our Lord says “it is like” and says a parable, than you may notice that the parables – and I mean all of them – are about our relationship with the Father and with each other.  So we face a revealed relationship, not an idea.  There has been and will be always a hidden war between persons and ideas.  We love to put persons inside ideas and give each one we know not just a name but also a “label.”  You must have noticed that we struggle with concepts, and I meet people who come to see me and these persons have put too many concepts and definitions between them and the Lord.  Last week three young men came from Alexandria.  They were troubled by a sermon they heard in their church about predestination.  I tried to comfort them by saying that our Lord never told ideas or definitions to people who came to hear him and he never said if you don’t accept this or that idea you can’t become my disciple.  But He said to the rich man, “If you want eternal life go and sell all that you have and come and follow me.”  This was a call for a complete change of life of that rich man.  It was not even a program.  The end of the saying is rather unusual, “Come and follow me.”  He did not say “follow me to the cross” but just “follow me” and by being with me you will know me.

George: 
So what did you say about predestination?

Philemon: 
Nothing.  A disciple of Jesus has to follow Jesus and that is his predestination. You see, Jesus did not put one single idea or concept forward to any one, just “Come and follow me.”
George: 
But, St. Paul mentioned predestination more than once.

Philemon: 
St. Paul never mentioned predestination but he said that God “predestined us before the foundation of the world.”  This was part of the plan of God to save the world.  The three young men did not see this as an action of love but as an action of segregating humans and sending some to hell and some to heaven.  I shuddered and I have to be silent for a while, for this is one way of saying that God has limited his love to his foreknowledge.
George: 
You don’t deny God’s foreknowledge.  I know you don’t, because you are faithful to the biblical teaching.
Philemon: 
Show me in the Bible one verse that says that God deals with us by his knowledge alone or that his love and mercy is subjected to his knowledge.    

George: 
There are no such verses, but how do you understand God’s foreknowledge?

Philemon: 
I don’t understand God’s foreknowledge and I advise you not to attempt to.  But I have three things to share with you.



First: God gave us the gift of his image at our creation.  This could not be designed to send some to hell and others to heaven.



Second: God the Father sent his Son to die for all sinners.  He did not declare that he came to die for those who are predestined.



Third: God calls, and those who respond, come.  And if there is a call to all – not only to the predestined – then it is improper to think that “the call” is for all but that in that call there is a hidden call for the salvation of some and the damnation of others. This is unworthy of the Father.  Now this is enough.
I left his Cell unsettled and hoped for a chance to ask more questions but it was 5 days later, because Abba Philemon disappeared and was not seen by any one.

Sixth Dialogue 

Our Presuppositions that God is Subjected to His Attributes 

It is the 14th January 1959 and I was eager to return to Cairo but did not lose hope of seeing my friend before I left.  We met after Vespers and we walked to his Cell.

Philemon: 
Brother George, why do we make God like us?  I mean someone who struggles with his attributes.  Once God is merciful, and then God is angry and so forth.  It seems to me that some Christians don’t understand that Jesus updated all the books of the OT.  What is not seen in the teaching and the life, death, resurrection of our Lord, is that it must be re-interpreted in the light of the final revelation according to Hebrews 1:1- 3.  Jesus is the last message that explains all that was said previously in the OT.

George:
Are you familiar with the name Marcion the Gnostic?

Philemon: 
No.  Who was he?

George: 
He split the two Testaments and threw away the OT.
Philemon: 
This is evil indeed.  But what I say is that the OT must be re- interpreted in the light of the NT, not to be thrown away.

George: 
If I ask you to go back to predestination, what is the best way of looking at this hard disturbing subject?

Philemon: 
It is difficult for those who put God in a box of attributes and make God act according to what they put in that box.  They want to put his mercy and love under the guidance of his foreknowledge.  Then they arrange the verses that prove their plan.  But God does not suffer from a split in his life, that his own attributes rule him.  We fallen humans are ruled by our nature, but God is free and is not ruled by any attribute.  One other problem is that love is not a nature in God.  Love is a relationship between the Three Persons of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  A third problem is that God does not consult his attributes before He acts.  So what can we do?

George: 
I don’t know what we can do!!!

Philemon: 
My brothers, if all were known before all were created, and if God knew that evil will prevail in the life of some, and then God decided to create them to torture them in hell, if both of these ideas are correct, than the NT is not good news and it is not about salvation but of a secret plan that saw evil and yet did nothing about it.  This does not recommend God to any one, not even the righteous ones for they would not know if they were predestined or not.

George: 
Wow. 

Philemon: 
Please try to understand that God had his foreknowledge and goodness and love, so God created us to give us freedom, to reveal himself to us and to let us love him by his Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5).  He did not plan at all the end of anyone, but those who come to him and participate in his life are saved by unifying their will and their life with God and so they have chosen salvation, not because the foreknowledge of God, but because they harmonized their life with that of Jesus and made their life one with the Lord.  They planed their salvation according to God’s grace.  In fact, here and now, God does not reveal his foreknowledge to any one of us, but [reveals] his love.  God loves all equally.  In all the verses that Paul mentioned that we were predestined by God, all the verses declare that this is a plan of salvation, not a plan to save some and to destroy some.  We are predestined to be like his Son (Rom 8:29). What is predestined is our status as the children of the Father, not the names of certain individuals.  If we add anything to this, this addition is not in the Bible but has been added by other people who want to plan what God should do with the evil ones.

George: 
Surely you believe that there is hell.
Philemon: 
Yes I do, but I don’t believe in Christ to escape from eternal punishment.  The Sweet Jesus is so sweet that I can’t avoid him or get away from him.  He put this longing in my heart when I was a kid and since then this longing has taken over the whole of my life.

George: 
Are you aware that in the 4th century our great teachers did not differentiate between person and nature, and this means that God is not Three Persons plus one nature.  The differentiation between person and nature belongs only to the created.

Philemon: 
Brother George I am not a learned man.  [Regarding the 4th century] I don’t know that, but from the letters of St Paul I have learned a while ago that sin changed us and made us slaves to a fallen nature.  Redemption frees us from this slavery.  We have to be in Christ who is not a nature but is the living Lord.  Now you have added something new to my life, that nature and person mean the same when we speak of God.  This is very refreshing because the Son of God is called the Son of the Father’s love and that means that Jesus is not enslaved to love because we can – as a result of sin and the ruling mortality in us – become slaves to our love.  But God is free even in his love.

George: 
What makes us slaves to our love?

Philemon: 
Lusts shackle us to something that looks good and even eternal.  Lust has the power of mortality, and that power of mortality drives us to seek in the fulfillment of our lusts our false notion of immortality.

George: 
If you don’t mind can we go back to predestination, because you said that it is our status as children through the grace of adoption.  Is this a new nature?

Philemon: 
If our Redeemer is not a nature but a person, and a child is not a nature but a person, then God the Father revealed to us in Christ that we shall be like Him as free children.  Here is a test for you: Is the blood of Jesus in you?

George: 
Can you explain your question?

Philemon: 
John said that if we sin the blood of Jesus Christ purifies from our sins?  How does this take place?

George: 
Please tell me. 
Philemon: 
Naïve Christians think that this is by “faith” and actually they mean by thinking of the blood of Jesus in their minds.  This is false.  Blood means life and it is Jesus’ life which is alive in us and purifies us by our union in him.  I hope that when you come to Christ, you cast out all your concepts and definitions because these are part of our Paganism and these are what create a nature in us.  One last word George: Does love act according to a law? If you say yes, you are a pagan because you made God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ act according to a law, and [also] you deprived Him from his freedom to love.  Law and love are mutually exclusive. 

This is enough for now.
Post Biblical on Predestination – Part II
If you want the whole file on Predestination from Augustine to Calvin and RC Sproul, please email a request to Bob Walters.  He has a 26-page document he can send to you. 
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