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The Letter to the Ephesians, Lesson #7
Wisdom, Revelation and our Knowledge
 of the Father in Christ in Ephesians

To cross over the sea of ideas to the heart of the Gospel, we have to study carefully what the Letter says about knowing Jesus the Son of God and Lord, and how this knowledge is given.
Part One

Ephesians 1:16-23
16
I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,
17
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
18
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
19 
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might 
20 
which he accomplished in Christ when he raised him from the dead and made him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come;
22 
and he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church,
23
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Notes
1. v16 (a) – “I do not cease to give thanks for you …”  Paul assures his readers in most of the epistles to congregations of he constantly intercedes without ceasing (Col 1:9; 1 Thess 2; Rom 1:9; Phylum 4). In Ephesians 1:16 he gives thanks unceasingly.  How should we understand this unceasing form of prayer?

a) This can mean that he does this in his regular times of prayer to give thanks for those to whom he has taught.

b)  It can mean also the Jewish way of unceasing prayer that is themes for prayer repeated in the daily liturgy. 

His relationship and communion in the life of Christ is not only for himself but also for those who share the life Christ with him. 

2. v17 (a) – “The God of our Lord Jesus Christ” is a unique way of expressing our unique relationship with the Father.  In the 4th century the Arians, and in modern times Jehovah’s Witness, misconstrued this verse to mean that Christ is not the eternal Son but was the created son of God.  Both of them failed to understand that our Lord stands in two camps: the divine and the human.  He functions in both camps:

a) As the Eternal Son  of  the Father, he came to reveal the Father to us.
b) But because of his Incarnation he stands with us as a human being, but not just as human because Jesus is the Head of the New Humanity.
c) This is why Paul is careful by saying in this verse “our Lord” and identifying his Lordship “Jesus is Lord.”  This was an early confession of the Church, (Acts 2:36; 8:16; 10:36; 11:17; 19:5; Rom 10:9; 14:9; 1 Cor: 3; 2 Cor 4:5; Phil 2:11) which does not hinder us from being in communion with the Father but gives us the access to this communion.

d) The title “Christ” denotes that he is the promised Messiah who would bring our anointing with the Holy Spirit. 

Abba Philemon
Brother, for the sake of the love of God the Father and that same love revealed and given to us in His Son, every time you say “Christ” be mindful that this is uttered by the Holy Spirit and that this confession comes from your unction [anointing – ed.].  Say “Christ” so to stir up your awareness of the work of the Holy Spirit in your heart and say Jesus to come to the spring of your salvation, and confess him as Lord so that you many rest under the power of his mighty hand where you are secure in his redeeming love that does not cast out any sinner.

Pray for your brother Philemon who is travelling with you on the same road.

6 June 1967

3. v17 (b) – “The Father of glory.”  “God of glory” is a description in the Old Testament, such as in Psalm 29:3, “the Lord of glory” in Numbers 1:11 (and 1 Cor 2:8), and “the king of Glory” in Psalm 24:7, 8, 9, 10.  But “Father of glory” is a New Testament title.  It is advisable to call God “the Father” in order not to forget the uniqueness of his love as our Father.  Here we have to notice the special way the word “Glory” is used in the divine- human relationship in the NT.

a. The God of the incarnate man who is the Father of glory, wisdom and truth, who reveals himself as Father to those who believe in his Son. 
b. Glory is the name used among us which denotes that which is most magnificent. The Father of glory means the one who has given you these most extraordinary gifts.

c. All “glory” is not just revealed but is also given.  What is revealed is either given now or is given as a “down payment” for the future life.

d. Glory proceeds from the Father, and is seen most notably in Jesus Christ (read verse 20).  God’s special glory is transmitted through Christ who leads us now to a foretaste of his heavenly glory through being the resurrected and “glorified” Christ (cf. 2:5- 7).  This is a Pauline view (Phil 3:21).
Abba Philemon

Jesus Christ our Lord can’t be separated from God the Father or from the Holy Spirit; where one of the Three is mentioned the Others are included in him.  We fail to think and even pray in this way because we have been brought up under the regime of individualism and our attention has been trained by us and by those who train us to take notice of what separates each individual.  Believe me my dear brother that this kind of perceiving is among the residues that our sins leave in us.
Part of a letter dated 23 July 1967

4. v17 (c) – “the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,”

There is a long discussion of the identity of the spirit: Is the spirit human, or divine? This is futile for one urgent reason and that is: no one can reveal the Father of the Son except the Holy Spirit.  In other words, only God can reveal God.  But why?

a. 
Only God knows God 

b. 
Only God knows his purpose and only God can reveal his purpose to creation.
c.
More important is that revelation is part of the divine plan of creation and so who [else but the Spirit] should complete the work of the Creator and bring creation to communion with God?.
Lately some of our Commentators have fallen into Monotheism and have forgotten that the NT and the new covenant operates on the revelation and the communion of what is revealed: what is revealed is what is communicated not in words only but in the Persons of the Trinity.  Here we need to pause a little and just contemplate one basic difference between Judaism-Islam and Christianity:

a. In Judaism-Islam God speaks and reveals his will.  In Christianity God the Father speaks through his Son to reveal his person.

b. Love is a word that is used in all religions, but in Christianity love is not only a word.  Love is also an act of communion where the Trinity communicates His life from the Father in the Son by the Holy Spirit.  Love is not just personal but is the very life of the Three.
c. So when we speak of salvation, it is incomplete to say that God wiped out our sins because salvation is as we shall see in Ephesians: adoption; the inheritance of the Kingdom; and the Seal of the Spirit.
Wisdom and Revelation

5. v18-19 – The Spirit of wisdom and revelation gives us the knowledge of the Father and the Son. Paul requests that God the Father continues to communicate to his people by the Spirit of Wisdom.  This is a variation of Colossians 1:19: “in all wisdom and insight worked by the Spirit.” and that justifies identifying the Spirit as the Holy Spirit.  This revelation is mentioned in a long text that we shall deal with in detail later on where Paul says: “For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly.  When you read this you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that is, how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” (Eph 3:1-5)  
The Mystery of Christ
a. 
It is the divine “Mystery” that can’t be explained by any reasonable arguments. That irritates the mind. 

b. 
That “Mystery” took place at a time that can’t be justified.  In Judea, at Bethlehem under the Romans, among the Jews and in a state of poverty.

c. 
Here all our reason for discovering why this and why that stop at the Steel Wall of human Reason.  

d. 
But our hope is in the discovery of the “logic of love” that is beyond the “logic” of the “world”. 

The Logic of Love

a. It has no regard to worthiness.

b. No limits to gifts.

c. Takes no notice of power but lowers and binds power to save, not to destroy.

d. The form of the slave is the higher form that makes the slave a king.
There is more for you to discover and if you can’t make your discovery ask yourself what did you learn about divine love.

Spirit of Wisdom, Pure Reason - Differences
Here we will look at the differences between the “Revelation of the Spirit of Wisdom” and “Pure Reason” that has not been Enlightened by Revelation.
In 1 Corinthians 2:1-17, Paul says: 

1 When I came to you, brethren, I did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God in lofty words or wisdom.  2 For, I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  3 And I was with you in weakness and in much fear and trembling;  4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5 that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away.  7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glorification.  
8 None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  9 But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen,


 nor ear heard,

 nor the heart of man conceived,


 what God has prepared for those who love him,”

10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit.  For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  11 For what person knows a man's thoughts except the spirit of the man which is in him?   So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.   13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit.  14 The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.  15 The spiritual man judges all things, but he himself is to be judged by no one:  

16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him? 
But we have the mind of Christ.” 

Spirit vs. Reason
1. Wisdom from God is that [which] does not depart from Jesus Crucified.  But if the Crucifixion becomes a “theory” that departs from the wisdom of God that accepts sinners for nothing, then the Cross became a subject among other subjects of our speculation.  Here [is an example of] how we depart from what is revealed to what we accept according to reason.  All theories of a ransom paid to God the Father is not in the Scriptures and is the work of the human mind that has not been open to the free divine love.
2. When Paul says that our faith is founded on the “demonstration of the Spirit and of power, then our faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” This does not exclude “miracles” but the wisdom of the Spirit and his power is that kind that can turn humans to God by the power of redemption.    
3. The “Lord of glory” was crucified to prove the power and the glory of God.  This contradicts the human reason. God should have treated evil by force and wiped out all the power of evil by his mighty power but God took another road, the road of the Cross. 
4. “The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” Why is this so? 

a. God is weak. 

b. The way of love is too long.
c. There are too many reasons in the “natural mind” of what Paul calls the “unspiritual,” the one who has not received the Holy Spirit.

Abba Philemon
Brother George may the joy of our beloved Jesus be in your heart.  I am encouraged by your news and you are constantly in my prayers. 
First of all, I have to say that we all receive the light of the Spirit of God.  You may have noticed how on certain occasions, you receive knowledge of truth with joy mixed with a deep sense of freedom.  This comes from the Holy Spirit who leads us kindly to truth by the persuasion of his love and gives us the freedom to own the truth that was revealed to us.  When you understand something about God with joy and peace without any effort on your own, this is the work of grace.  As you have indicated in your letter, doubts come and assail you but you refuse to give up.  If that is because of your love for the Lord, then this is a touch of the divine revelation that is too little compared with knowing the mystery of God in Christ.  We all have the wisdom of the Spirit but we ignore it and forget it.  This wisdom is when you believe in spite of all what you hear and study because this stability is not from you but from the Holy Spirit.  Even if you are shaken by questions and doubt, than suddenly you embark on an answer that makes you rest in God. This is what matters.  Have joy in your Savior who watches your struggle with joy and love and will come to your help when you cry out for his help.
21 August 1967

6. v18 (a) – “having the eyes of your heart enlightened.” 
The eye is metaphorically the avenue of perception.  Light flows to the heart or mind.  In all literature “heart” refers to the physical organ but more frequently it is used figuratively to refer to the seat of the moral and intellectual life.  In the OT “heart” is used to refer to the physical organ of humans and beasts but more frequently it refers to the seat of feelings and emotions, of will or volition, and of thought and understanding.  In nature it is used of the middle or core of a plant. Hence, the heart is the very center of a person.
In the LXX the word “heart” occurs 935 times and rarely does it have reference to the physical organ (e.g. 2 Kings 9:24; see also I Sam 25:37; 2 Sam 18:14).  In the NT “heart” occurs 157 times, 52 in Paul’s writings, six of which are in Ephesians (1:18; 3:17; 4:18; 5:19; 6:5, 22), and it never refers to the physical organ.  In biblical usage the heart can be the seat of feelings and emotions (Deut 28:47; Ps 34:18 [ 34:19; LXX 33:19]; John 16:6, 22; Eph 6:22), the place of God’s dwelling love (Rom 5:5; Eph 3:17), the seat of perception of what is right (I Sam 12:20; Jas 4:8; Eph 6:5) and a place where deception takes place  (Exod 4:21; Rom 2:5; Eph 4:18), the center of the will or volition (1 Kgs 8:17; 1 Cor 4:5; Eph 5:19), and, as it is in the present verse, of thought and understanding (Dent 28:28; Job 34:10, 34; Dan 2:30; Matt 12:34 = Luke 6:45; Rom 1:21; 10:6).
 Hence, the “eyes of the heart” means the enlightenment of thought and understanding.

The word is usually used in the Bible in the singular “heart” because perception works if it is corporate and is working in each person of the whole community.  Clement of Rome (b. 160 AD), about 75 and maybe more, in a prayer says,” Open the eyes of our heart to know you.”  These words are from Ephesians since the context in Clement is of knowing God, which is the same as Ephesians.  
“Having the eyes of your heart enlightened.”  What does this verse mean? 
1. It may mean “that God may give you the Spirit of insight and revelation in the knowledge of him as in some of the English translations the enlightenment of the eyes of your heart” (NASB, NEB, JB, NIV, NJB). 
2. Or it could mean, “that God may give you the Spirit of insight and revelation in the knowledge of him resulting in the enlightenment of the eyes of your heart.” It would be translated, “that God may give you, who had the eyes of your heart enlightened, the Spirit of insight and revelation in the knowledge of him.”  
Here are two Biblical statements of the “opening of the eyes”:
1. In Genesis 3:7 after eating from the Tree, “Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked”

2. The second in Luke 24:16 about the eyes of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, “their eyes were kept from recognizing him” but after the long catechesis given by the Risen Lord and after “the breaking of the bread” we are told that, “their eyes were opened and they recognized him.” 
The opening of the eyes of the heart in both accounts begins with words, sadly in the first account it was the words of Satan but in the second account it was the Biblical Catechesis, the word of truth. The differences are:

1. Adam and Eve saw their being after their eyes were opened.

2. The two disciples saw Christ 

3. We can be opened to ourselves and see our nakedness, but at the breaking of the bread and hearing the word of God, we can recognize Christ.

Our Hope is Not Just Expectation 
7. v18 (b) – “That you may know what is the hope to which he has called you”
Hope is not just an idea nor it is just an “expectation,” which can easily be dashed.  In the LXX the noun “hope” is used 116 times to translate from seventeen different Hebrew words.  The hope of the righteous is based on the divine promises.  In the NT it is used 53 times, 36 times by Paul, and three times in Ephesians:

1. In Ephesians 2:11-12: Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the uncircumcision by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” Here is hope located in the revelation of Christ and his call to bring back the Gentiles.

2. In Ephesians 4:1-6, “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humbleness  and meekness, with patience, forbearing one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call,  one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all.” Hope here in our unity is based on the calling to unity through one faith, one baptism, one communion in “the Father who is through all in Son and in all by the Holy Spirit.” (St Irenaeus early 2nd century).

3. Being in the Lord here and now is our ultimate hope (Rom 5:4-5; 8:20, 24-25; 12:12; 15:13; Gal 5:5; Col 1:5; Titus 1:2).
4.  But we are also eagerly waiting for his coming, unlike the heathen who have no hope (Ephesians 2:12; 1 Thess 4:13-18; 5:8; Titus 2:13; 1 John 3:3). 
5. Hope is always centered and rests on Christ (Col 1:5; Rom 8:24).  But the subjective hope of all believers, even the final leg of our journey that the “redemption of our bodies” (Rom 8: 24), is not a dream but is the fulfilment of what has taken place in Christ will take place also in our life.

The Hope to which we are Called (v18)
1. The noun “calling” is used in classical Greek for “a call” for attention, “summons,” a “summons” to court, or an “invitation” to a feast. The noun is used only three times in the LXX (Jer 31:6 [ 38:6]; Judith 12:10; 3 Macc 5:14), and has the meaning of summons or invitation.  In the NT it is used eleven times, nine times by Paul, three times in Ephesians (1:18; 4:1, 4).  It can have the idea of a “vocation” (1 Cor 7:20), or a summons or invitation (Phil 3:14), but the other passages refer to a “call” in a specific way that the “invitation, summons” is by God (Rom 11:29; Eph 4:1, 4; 2 Thess 1:11; Heb 3:1).  “Calling” can’t be isolated from election (1 Cor 1:26; 2 Pet 1:10; 2 Tim 1:9).

2. More important is that we are called to inherit “God” himself.  We are “heirs” of God (Rom 8:17) and the use of “God” means that the life of God is shared with us.  The word “inheritance” occurred in verse 14 and basically means property, possession, or inheritance.  We are called to posses God as God possessed us in Christ.
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