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The Letter to the Ephesians, Lesson #8
The Name Above Every Name
Eph 1:19-23, Part One
Ephesians 1:19 … and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might  

20 which he accomplished in Christ when he raised him from the dead and made him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places,  

21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come;  

22 and he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church,  

23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The Name
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The Hebrew noun “name” (pronounced “seem” – ed.) occurs 778 times in the singular and 86 times in the plural, being found in every book of the OT except Obadiah, Jonah, and Haggai.  “Name” appears … 
113 times in Genesis
43 in Exodus, 
11 in Leviticus, 
49 in Numbers, 
36 in Deuteronomy, 
12 in Joshua, 
19 in Judges, 
33 in I Samuel, 
34 in 2 Samuel, 
46 in Kings, 
23 in 2 Kings, 
54 in Isaiah, 
55 in Jeremiah, 
28 in Ezekiel, 
5 in Hosea, 
2 in Joel, 
7 in Amos, 
4 in Micah, 
1 in Nahum, 
5 in Zephaniah, 
7 in Zechariah, 
10 in Malachi, 
109 in the Psalms, 
7 in Job, 
7 in Proverbs, 
14 in Ruth, 
1 in the Song of Songs, 
3 in Ecclesiastes, 
1 in Lamentations, 
8 in Esther, 
6 in Daniel, 
4 in Ezra, 
7 in Nehemiah, 
55 in 1 Chronicles, 
45 in 2 Chronicles, 
for a total of 864.  There are also 3 occurrences in Sirach (LXX).  This survey clearly shows a concentration in Genesis, Psalms, Jeremiah, 1 and 2 Chronicles, and Isaiah.  

Special Place and Meaning
There a special place of the “name” in the divine-human relationship:
1. When God appeared to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus Ch. 3), Moses asks the question, “When I come to the children of Israel and they ask me what is the name of this God?”  The question has this unique reply, “God said to Moses, ‘Ahyiah’” which is normally translated to “‘I am’ has sent me” (Ex. 3:13).  Here to repulse the “lies” of a Jehovah’s Witness, the Hebrew says, “Elohem said to Moses, ‘Ahyiah,’” so “God” stands also not just for “Yahweh” but also for “Elohem.”

Yahweh is a new name for the God, carrying the meaning of:

a) “Promises” and “Exudes.”
b) “Yahweh” means “I-am-present,” which in the context means that he will aid and support Moses and lead the people out of Egypt.

c) As the plan of salvation is unfolding, the divine “I am” says in (Ex. 34:14): “Yahweh, Jealous is his name, a jealous God is he,” words that also clearly express the rejection of all polytheistic manifestation.
Word Forms of GOD in Hebrew 
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 “God” is used 250 times in the OT (See Gen 7:1, 28:3, 35:11; Num 23:22; Josh 3:10; 2 Sam 22:31, 32; Neh 1:5, 9:32; Isa 9:6; Ezek 10:5).  El and ELAH is the Aramaic divine name among all Semites for “God.”  Elah appears in the Hebrew Bible (Jer 10:11).  Elohim is the more common plural form of El, and Eloah is used 41 times in Job between 3:4 and 40:2, but fewer than 15 times elsewhere in the OT.
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 “God” is a plural noun but was used with singular verbs; Elohim occurs 2,570 times in the OT, 32 times in  the story of creation (Gen 1).  The Hebrew is also is used as “the Mighty and the Strong” (See Gen 17:7, 6:18, 9:15, 50:24; I Kings 8:23; Jer 31:33; Isa. 40:1). 
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 “God Almighty” or “God All Sufficient" appears 48 times in the OT, including 31 times in Job and elsewhere (Gen 17:1, 2; Gen 31:29, 49:24, 25; Prov  3:27; Micah 2:1; Isa  60:15, 16, 66:10-13; Ruth 1:20, 21).  It is commonly rendered "the Almighty" in LXX (Greek), sometimes as παντοκράτωρ (pautokratwr)
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 “Lord” in our English Bibles (Capital letter “L,” lower case “lord”; Adonai is plural, the singular is "adon").  “Master”' or “Lord” 300 times in the OT always plural when referring to God, when singular the reference is to a human lord.  Used 215 times to refer to men.  First use of Adonai is in Genesis 15:2  (also Exod 4:10; Judges 6:15; 2 Sam 7:18-20; Ps 8, 114:7, 135:5, 141:8, 109:21-28).  Heavy use in Isaiah (Adonai Yahweh), 200 times by Ezekiel.  Ten times in Daniel 9.
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  “LORD” in our English Bibles (all capitals). Yahweh is the name of God that God used for deliverance, and especially in Exodus 3.  Yahweh occurs 6,823 times in the OT.  The name appears also combined with Elohim, so we have Yahweh Elohim as in Genesis 2:4.  The Hebrew verb havah, "to be," is similar to the verb chavah (to live), so Yahweh became the name that means "The Self-Existent One," "I AM” or “I WILL BE WHO I WILL BE.”  In Deuteronomy 6:4, 5, the confession known to Jews as the Sh'ma uses both Yahweh and Elohim.  This should tease Jehovah Witness.  The modern translations by the form "Jehovah," which, however, is a philological (linguistic – ed.) impossibility.  The pronunciation of the written Name was used only by the priests in the Temple when blessing the people (Num 6: 22-27).  Outside the Temple they used the title "Adonai" (Mishnah, Sotah vii. 6; p. 38a).  The high priest mentioned the Name on Yom Kippur 10 times (Tosef., Yoma, ii.; 39b).  R. Yohanan said the sages delivered to their disciples the key to the Name once in every Sabbatical year.  The sages quoted, "This is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations" (Exod 3: 15).  The Incommunicable Name was pronounced "Adonai," and where Adonai and Yahweh occur together the latter was pronounced "Elohim." The phrase "ehyeh-asher-ehyeh" (Exod 3: 14) is interpreted "I will be because I will be," using the second part as a gloss and referring to God's promise, "Certainly I will be [ehyeh] with thee" (Exod 3: 12).
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 "The Lord will Provide" (Gen 22:14).  "Yireh" means "to see" or "to provide.”   
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 "The Lord Who Heals." (Exod 15:22-26). From "rophe" ("to heal"); implies spiritual, emotional as well as physical healing (Jer 30:17, 3:22; Isa 61:1).  God heals body, soul and spirit; all levels of man's being.
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  "The Lord Our Banner." (Exod 17:15). God on the battlefield, from the word which means "to glisten," "to lift up."  See Psalm 4:6.

Yahweh m’kaddem: [image: image44.png]
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  "The Lord Who Sanctifies." "To make whole, set apart for holiness."  The Lord says: "Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the Lord your God.  Keep my decrees and follow them.  I am the Lord, who makes you holy." (Lev 20:7-8) 
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  "The Lord Our Peace" (Judges 6:24). "Shalom" translated "peace" 170 times means "whole," "finished," "fulfilled," "perfected." Related to "well," welfare." Deut 27:6; Dan 5:26; I Kings 9:25 8:61; Gen 15:16; Exod  21:34, 22:5, 6; Lev 7:11-21. Shalom means that kind of peace that result from being a whole person in right relationship to God and to one's fellow man.
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  "The Lord Our Righteousness" Jer. 23:5, 6, 33:16. From "tsidek" (straight, stiff, balanced – as on scales – full weight, justice, right, righteous, declared innocent).  God our Righteousness.
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  "The Lord Our Shepherd" (Ps. 23), from "roay" (to pasture).

Yahweh shammah:   [image: image77.png]
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  "The Lord is There" (Ezek 48:35).
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  "The Lord of Hosts."  The commander of the angelic host and the armies of God (Isa 1:24; Ps 46:7, 11; 2 Kings 3:9-12; Jer 11:20 (NT: Rom 9:29; James 5:4, Rev 19: 11-16). Kedosh Yisrael ("Holy One of Israel"; (Isa 1:4, 31: 1; Zur "Rock" and Zur Yisrael "Rock of Israel"; 2 Sam 23: 3; Isa 30: 29; Deut 32 4, 18, 30); Eben Yisrael ("Stone of Israel". 
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  “Most High" from "to go up" (Deut 26:19, 32:8; Ps 18:13; Gen 14:18; Num 24:16; Ps 78:35, 7:17, 18:13, 97:9, 56:2, 78:56, 18:13; Dan 7:25, 27; Isa 14:14).

ABIR: [image: image100.png]
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 “Mighty One,” “to be strong” (Gen 49:24; Deut 10:17; Ps 132:2, 5; Isa 1:24, 49:26, 60:1).

BRANCH: [image: image104.png]
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  (tsemach), The Branch: (Zech 3:8, 6:12; Isa 4:2; Jer 23:5, 33:15). 

KADOSH: [image: image107.png]
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  "Holy One" (Ps 71:22; Isa 40:25, 43:3, 48:17).  Isaiah uses the expression, "the Holy One of Israel," 29 times. 

SHAPHAT:[image: image111.png]
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  "Judge" (Gen 18:25).

EL ROI:[image: image114.png]
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  "God of Seeing" Hagar in (Gen 16:13). The God who opens our eyes.
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  "Jealous" (zealous). (Exod 20:5, 34:14; Deut 5:9; Isa 9:7; Zech 1:14, 8:2). 
 
YESHUA: [image: image122.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "mhtml:file:///A:\\The%20Names%20of%20God.mht!http://www.ldolphin.org/heb/hs345.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image123.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "mhtml:file:///A:\\The%20Names%20of%20God.mht!http://www.ldolphin.org/heb/hs371.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image124.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "mhtml:file:///A:\\The%20Names%20of%20God.mht!http://www.ldolphin.org/heb/hs351.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image125.png]


 (Yeshua) "Savior" ("he will save"). (Isa 43:3. Jesus is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew "Joshua." The latter is a contraction ofYa-Hoshua. ("Christ", the anointed one is equivalent to the Hebrew Maschiah, or Messiah). 
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  "Redeemer" (to buy back by paying a price). (Job 19:25; For example, the antitype corresponding to Boaz the Kinsman-Redeemer in the Book of Ruth.
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 "Shield" (Ps 3:3, 18:30).
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  (eben) (Gen 49:24)
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  "Strength" (Ps 22:19).

TSADDIQ: [image: image140.png]
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  "Righteous One" (Ps 7:9).
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  "Everlasting God" (Gen 21:33; Ps 90:1-3, 93:2; Isa 26:4).

EL-BERITH: [image: image150.png]
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  "God of the Covenant" used in the fight between God and Baal (Judges 9:46).  Probably used originally to refer to the God of Israel.
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  “Mighty God” (Isa 9:6)
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  "God our Rock" (Deut 32:18; Isa 30:29).

MESSIAH:  Malachi calls Messiah "The sun of Righteousness" (Malachi 4:2). Isaiah calls Messiah "Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God” (El Gibhor), “Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace" (Isa 9:6).  Attiq Yomin (Aramaic): "Ancient of Days" (Dan 7:9, 13, 22).
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 "King" (Ps 5:2, 29:10, 44:4, 47:6-8, 48:2, 68:24, 74:12, 95:3, 97:1, 99:4, 146:10; Isa 5:1, 5, 41:21, 43:15, 44:6; 52:7, 52:10). 

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD: " (Gen 16:7ff, 21:17, 22:11, 15ff, 18:1-19:1, 24:7, 40, 31:11-13, 32:24-30; Ex 3:6, 13:21, Ezek 1:10-13). Seen in the theophanies, or pre-incarnate appearances of the Son of God in the OT (See I Cor 10:3 NT).
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 (2 Sam 7:14-15; Ps 68:5; Isa 63:16, 64:8; Mal 1:6).
The Different Names in Judaism Signify Salvation Events 

“The Holy One, blessed is He, said to those, ‘You want to know my name? I am called according to my actions.  When I judge a creature I am Elohim and when I have mercy with my world, I am named Yahweh.’” (Exodus Rabbah 3:6)
The Seven Names of God in Judaism Tradition  

The number of divine names that require the scribe's special care is seven:

El

Elohim

Adonai



Yahweh

Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh

Shaddai

Seba'ot.
Rabbi Jose, however, considered Seba'ot a common name (Soferim iv. 1; Yer. R. H. i. 1; Ab. R. N. xxxiv.; "Sefer Yezirah," ix.). Rabbi Ishmael held that even Elohim is common (Sanh. 66a).  All other names, such as Merciful, Gracious, and Faithful, merely represent attributes that are common also to human beings (Sheb. 35a).  The prohibition of blasphemy, for which capital punishment is prescribed, refers only to the Name proper – Yahweh (Soferim iv., end; comp. Sanh. 66a).  

The Talmud says Shalom ("Peace"; Judges 6: 23) is the name of God, so consequently one is not permitted to greet another with the word "shalom" in unholy places (Shab. 10b).  The name Shelomoh (from shalom) refers to the God of Peace, and the Rabbis assert that the Song of Solomon is a dramatization of the love of God: "Shalom" to His people Israel.

"King of kings" in (Dan 2:37) refers to God.  Attik Yamin (Dan 7: 9) refers to the Ancient One of the universe.  The pronoun Ani (I) is a name of God (Suk iv. 5).  The first verse in Ezekiel (we-Ani) refers to God (Tos Suk 45a).  Rabbi Hillel said "If I (am) here everything is here" (Suk 53a) is interpreted as referring to God.  

Names in Biblical Tradition  

Names were used to signify God’s presence in certain events and in certain places.  These events and places have had a special place in the life and the history of Israel.  The divine names are not names of different gods, but names of divine manifestations.
Giving names to events and even to persons was quite common in the OT.  There are too many good examples such as in Genesis 4:17, Cain founds a city and names it after his son Enoch.  In Exodus 15:23, too, the water called Marah is interpreted to signify that the arriving Israelites could not drink the bitter (mar) water there.  Genesis 26 derives the names of two wells, Esek (v 20) and Sitnah (v 21), from quarrels between the herders of Gerar and Isaac.  A subsequent well is called Rehoboth (v 22) because in the interim room had been made (rhb hiphil) peacefully.
According to Genesis 11:9, Babylon (babel) was so named because Yahweh confused (bll) the language of all the earth there.  Ishmael’s name (yisma’ël) is derived from Yahweh’s listing to Hagar’s affliction (Gen 16:11).  See other examples in Genesis 29-30, and the meanings of the names of Jacob’s children whose name comes from aqb supplant (Gen 27:36).
The Name of God in Worship in the Bible Prayer Book of the Psalms

1.
Psalm 5:11 is like a morning prayer. The name appears in that love relationship. David says:
  
“But let all who take refuge in thee rejoice,
let them ever sing for joy; and do thou defend them,
that those who love thy name may exult in thee.” 

To praise the name of God means to praise God as the name stands for the person.  
Psalm 7:17 – I will give to the LORD the thanks due to his righteousness

Psalm 44:5-8 – Through thee we push down our foes; through thy name we tread down our assailants. In God we have boasted continually, and we will give thanks to thy name for ever, and I will sing praise to the name of the LORD, the Most High.” 
When the Psalms speak of the majesty of the name of God it is the majesty of God (eg. Ps 8:1,9, Ps 29:2):  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth!  Thou whose glory above the heavens is chanted.  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth.
2. 
To know the name of God is to “trust God” (Ps 9:10): And those who know thy name put their trust in thee.  Compare 33:21: for thou, O LORD, hast not forsaken those who seek thee.  God protects by his name (Ps 20:1): The LORD answer you in the day of trouble!  The name of the God of Jacob protect you (Compare 31:3)
3. 
The name of God is the bond of fellowship between intimate friends (Ps 22:22): I will tell of thy name to my brethren; in the midst of the congregation I will praise thee.  (Compare 45:17)
4.
God pays attention to the reputation of his name (Ps  23:3): he restores my soul, He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  (Compare Ps 25:11; 30:3)

5. 
The name of God must not be concealed in the presence of the godly (Ps 52:1, 9):


As thy name, O God, so thy praise reaches to the ends of the earth. Thy right hand is filled with victory. I will thank thee for ever, because thou hast done it. I will proclaim thy name, for it is good, in the presence of the godly.

6.
Salvation is pounded by the name (Ps 54:1, 6):  save me, O God, by thy name, and vindicate me by thy might. With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to thee; I will give thanks to thy name, O LORD, for it is good. That can’t be separated from fulfilling the vows; 


(Ps 61:5,8 and Ps 91:14) For thou, O God, hast heard my vows, thou hast given me the heritage of those who fear thy name. So will I ever sing praises to thy name, as I pay my vows day after day.
7. 
The place of worship is holy because it is the dwelling place of God’s name (Ps 74:7): They set thy sanctuary on fire; to the ground they desecrated the dwelling place of thy name. 

8. 
Among the differences between Israel and the other nations is that Israel knew the “name of God” (Ps 79:6, 9) but that special knowledge of the name means also salvation for Israel and that is God’s glory:


Pour out thy anger on the nations that do not know thee, and on the kingdoms
that do not call on thy name!  Help us, O God of our salvation,
for the glory of thy name; deliver us, and forgive our sins,
for thy name's sake.

9.
Prayer is to call the name of God, for this name brings to the life of the worshipping Israel all the divine deeds of God specially deliverance (Ps 80:18), give us life, and we will call on thy name; and (Ps 99:3, 6) Let them praise thy great and terrible name. Holy is he! Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel also was among those who called on his name. They cried to the LORD, and he answered them.  
And in the great Psalm 119:55, 132: I remember thy name in the night, O LORD, and keep thy law. Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is thy wont toward those who love thy name.

Please notice these words that are part of a history that shapes worship and praises: Psalm 135:1ff :
v1.
Praise the LORD.
Praise the name of the LORD,
give praise, O servants of the LORD,

v3.
Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good;
sing to his name, for he is gracious!

v13. Thy name, O LORD, endures for ever,
thy renown, O LORD, throughout all ages.
10. The whole earth and particular geographical places give praise to the name of God, (Ps 89:12): The north and the south, thou hast created them; Tabor and Hermon joyously praise thy name.
11. To give “glory to the name” is because of the great salvation especially because of the Exodus (Ps 96:2, 8;97:12) and in Psalm 105:1,3: O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples! Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

Psalm 115:1: Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to thy name give glory, for the sake of thy steadfast love and thy faithfulness.
12. The eternity of God is not a concept in the mind but is also that the name of God will remain forever (Ps 102:12): But thou, O LORD, art enthroned for ever; thy name endures to all generations.
13. God the Creator his name is praised because his mighty power is revealed in commanding and all were created: (Ps 148:5):


Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created.


(Ps 158:13):

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven.

14. Lastly the name of God is chanted during dancing (Ps 149:3): Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with tumbrel and lyre!
Social Use of the Name of God
It became the custom at an early period to use the name of God in personal greetings, as "The Lord be with thee," or "The Lord bless thee" (Ruth 2: 4; many references in the Talmud).  The spread of Greek culture and education in Judea prohibited the utterance of God's name, but when the Hasmoneans Density (a kingdom in Judea – ed.) became victorious they decreed that the Name of God should be mentioned even in notes and documents.  The formula began: "On … in the year of the high priest Johanan, the servant of the Most High God."  The Rabbis, however, opposed this innovation, as they thought the Name would be defiled when the notes were canceled and thrown away as useless.  Consequently on the third day of Tishri following, the record says, the Rabbis forbade the mention of God's name in documents (Meg. Ta'anit; R. H. 18b).  But the greeting “shalom” included a reference to God; The Lord Our Peace (Judges 6:24), I hope that this will remind us with that “Peace” that we have received from the Risen Lord (John 20:19).  Such peace has disappeared and was not is use in Reformed Worship, but was used in all early Liturgies and still in use.  The Lord is present and gives us his peace.  In Egypt and in Lebanon, Christians greet each other by saying, “the Peace of Christ.”  I wonder if we have the courage to develop his way of greeting to bring the Lord into our social relationships or to say as Christians in Russia say: “Christ is in our Midst” and the answer “He is and ever shall be.”
The ‘Name’ in the NT

Let’s look at the way Paul presents Christ as Lord by the occasions and frequency in his Letters.  Paul writes, “In the Lord Jesus …” 
8 times in Romans

9 in 1 Corinthians 

2 in II Corinthians

1 in Galatians

8 in Ephesians

9 in Philippians

4 in Colossians

3 in 1 Thessalonians

1 in II Thessalonians

2 in Philemon

This data reveals to us:

1. The Lord Jesus, though he became man, now Jesus is Lord not on any level with any created thing. 

2. Higher than the heavens, greater than the universe, more powerful than death, sole victor over sin, the mediator of grace and the one redeemer of the whole human race.

3. Christ effaces all else by his splendor, fills everything with his plenitude, and is antecedent to the ages (Col 1:18-20).  Therefore every knee is to before him, in heaven, on earth, and under the earth (hell), for all the celestial spirits recognize in him their Chief, their Creator, and their God (Eph 1:21-23).
4. When Saul became a Christian the seriousness of Jewish monotheism did not lend itself to a denial of the Lordship of Jesus.  The pre-existence of the Son of God is clearly the eternal relationship the Son has with the Father and is the very heart of God, and his active part in the creation of the world and in redeeming humanity. 

5. At a certain time in history the Son …

a.
- came into the world (1 Tim 1:15; not only does he come, but he comes with a purpose and that is not just the revelation of God the Father but also the human participation in what is revealed.

b. 
- appeared in the flesh (1 Tim 3:16)
c. 
- being rich, he became poor, that through his poverty we might be rich. (2 Cor 8:9).   Now it is clear that the exchange of the riches of heaven for the poverty of earth necessarily presupposes a mode of existence previous to the incarnation.  Declarations such as: “God, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned ‘sin in the flesh” (Rom 8:3) or “God sent his Son, born of a woman, made under the Law . . . that we might receive the adoption of sons,” (Gal 4:4). This is not in any way similar or having anything in common with the biblical phrase of the OT which Paul knew by heart: “God sent them a judge or a savior”; for, if the mission of the Son coincides with his earthly origin, his existence of necessity precedes it, since it is the likeness of sinful flesh, in other words, human nature, which is the goal of the mission.
6. Christ is the “firstborn of every creature.”  It is absolutely impossible that this expression means the “first born among other creatures” (Col 1:15); it signifies, therefore, “born before every creature”; which implies first that the Son is not to be ranked in the category of created “beings;” and, secondly, that he possesses a mode of existence superior to and antecedent to every created being.  In order that there may be no misunderstanding about this, Paul himself defines what he meant by saying that Christ “is before all things and he gives as a reason for this that … all things were created by him and for him.” (Col 1:16).  Thus it is necessary to exist before creating; the consequence is clear.  Not only did Christ exist, but he “subsisted in the form of God.”(Phil 2:6).  The form of God was never even given as a title to any of the OT great figures.  Because this “form of God” is the “original” existence, the form of a slave was added in time to facilitate our salvation.  But, this “form of a slave” is in the divine plan that was designed before the “creation of the world” (Eph 1:3ff).  Therefore, “Jesus Christ was yesterday, is to day, and will be for ever.” (Heb 13:8). 

7.  Paul distinguished three states or phases in the life of Christ:

a. the eternal pre-existence of the Son with the Father, before time and before history.

b. his historical appearance on earth in the fullness of time. 
c. and the Glorious exaltation of the Risen Christ. And it is evident that these three states, succeeding one another with no change in the Person for all three, belong to the same person.

The Lord in the NT Doxologies 
(Doxology: a short hymn of praise to God – ed.)
In the year 112 A.D., some  Christians under torture and interrogation told the Roman Governor Pliny that at their assembly, they sing hymns to Christ as God (Latin Christo quasi Deo, Letter to Emperor Trajan, 96).  This was not a novelty.  Evidence is given by the church historian Eusebius to prove that the custom of composing psalms and odes, in which the Word was celebrated as God, goes back to the very beginning.  This testimony can be verified by the testimony of Paul: “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual canticles, singing and making melody in your hearts to the Lord.” (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16).  Short fragments of these primitive hymns have come down to us.  NT scholars were able to read them as hymns because of their Greek poetical rhythm. 

One good example is that ode that has the description of the “mystery of piety”

He (God in some MSS) manifested himself in the flesh,

He was justified in the spirit,

He appeared to the angels

He was preached among the nations,

He was believed in the world, He was taken up into glory.” (1 Tim 3:16)
We can see immediately these words indicate a praise given to Christ.  If we gather some of the doxologies from the NT where the name of God, as the apostle himself writes is glorified and honored (Rom 1:25; 2 Cor 1:3; 11:31; Eph 1:3; 1 Pet 1:3), we can’t ignore the same honor to Christ (Rom 9:5), and in 2 Timothy 4:18 when Paul writes, “The Lord has delivered me from every evil work and will preserve me by making me enter unto his heavenly kingdom. To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”  The same glory is given to Christ in 2 Peter 3:18 … To Jesus Christ be glory now and forever.  It is just that we should pay him honor but also thank Jesus: “I give thanks to Christ Jesus our Lord who has strengthened me, that he has judged me faithful by establishing me in the ministry.” (1 Tim 1:12).
It is impossible and unthinkable for a Jew to give glory and thanks to a creature.
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