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The Letter to the Ephesians, Lesson #9
The Name Above Every Name

Ephesians 1:19-23, Part Two

NOTE – George’s class on Ephesians will continue meeting through mid-May, including the next two Wednesdays (March 31 and April 7) when several area schools are on spring break and other E91 classes take a break.  This week is the last Wednesday evening the church provides child care, although the teen groups resume April 14. - Bob

Ephesians 1:19 … and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might  

20 which he accomplished in Christ when he raised him from the dead and made him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places,  

21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come;  

22 and he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church,  

23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Person, Works and Name
Before we study the name of Jesus that is above every name it is essential for us to clean up our awareness by noticing that in the Bible:

1. Person, works and name, when the occasion is about God or Christ, are not triple facts or three different ways of mentioning the same reality. 

2. One can mean the other two, as name is the same as person.  But if you have difficulty in perceiving that “name” and “work” are the same reality, this is due to one defect in our modern way of thinking when we separate works from persons.    

‘In the Lord’ and ‘In Christ’
The phrase “in Christ” occurs 83 times in the Pauline letters.  This figure does not include  equivalent phrases using a pronoun (“in him/whom”), defined by the context.  Paul does not write in a systematic way and he is not consistent sometimes using “in Christ” or “in Christ Jesus” or “in the Lord Jesus Christ”.  But “in the Lord” or “in the Lord Jesus” are what concern us here as these appear 39 times.

It is hard for anyone to see that there is a different theology in using “with Christ,” “into Christ” and “through Christ.”  These ways of presenting the Good News using different expressions were written to Christians who were members of their churches.  They understood the significance that Jesus is everything they have.  His name and his work are the same as his person, for Jesus is not only the center of their life but also is their life itself.
1. “In Christ” (Rom 3:24; 6:23; 8:2, 39; 15:17; 1 Cor 1:4; 15:19, 22,31;2 Cor 2:14; 3:14; 5:19; Gal 2:17; 3:14; 5:6; Phil 1:26; 2:5; 3:3, 9, 14; 4:19; Col 1:28 2:3, 9, 15; 1 Thes 5:18; Eph 1:20; 2:13; 4:21, 32) means what Christ can do and is doing now in their life.  Some examples will reveal to us why the name of Jesus is above every name and that his work and his person are not two different realities:

a.
(Rom 3:24) “They are justified . . . through redemption which is in Christ Jesus.” This is the state of being a Christian.  “In Christ” does not allow us to deal with two different relationships with God the Father.
b.
(Rom 6:23) “The gracious gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Here grace is not something temporary but is a gift of eternal life that is only in Christ.  But if eternal life is in Christ, then the grace and the person are the same reality.
c. 
(Rom 8:2) “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free,” freedom from death is the liberation of our human life from the hidden fear of death that brings sin as a king (as in Rom 5:21, “just as sin reigned in death.”).
d. 
(Rom 8:38-39) “Neither death nor life … will be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus.”  Eternal life is also the victory of love and such victory can’t be put down.  Jesus came to destroy all that separates humanity from God (1 Cor 1:4): “The grace of God given you in Christ Jesus.”  If grace is given in Christ, then it is not just a “favor” as in some of our popular preaching.  The next verse in 1 Corinthians 15:22, “in Christ shall all be made alive” describes the dynamic power of grace: it is life that is reconciled by God in Christ (2 Cor 5:19) “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself.”  We may conclude that the Person of Jesus and his work are not two different realities. 
Being in Christ is Our Participation in the Life and the Person of Christ
1.
Paul says, “let this mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus.”  This is an attitude and a way of thinking because these words were followed by the great saying called “Kenosis”: it is the state of life that brings us to the glory, “his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:19).

2.
Even to know the will of God, this has to happen in Christ (1 Thes 5:18), “the will of God in Christ Jesus.”
3.
Paul speaks regularly of believers as being “in Christ” or “in the Lord.”  This is the best way of looking at the divinity of Jesus.  The divine Person brings us to God’s life.  “You must reckon yourselves dead indeed to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Rom 6.11).  More important is the fact that when Paul writes, “There is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1).  This allows us “to be,” as such, because the Person has reconciled us and gave us new life.

4.
Regarding those who are free from condemnation, they “all are one body in Christ” (Rom 12:5).  So here, the one Lord and his one “body” brings us to a level of fellowship that is “in Christ” because we are as Christians, and also “sanctified in Christ Jesus”(1 Cor 1:2).  When Paul says, “you are Christ Jesus” ( Cor 1:30) even the dead are “those who have fallen asleep in Christ”( 1 Cor 15:18).

5.
The summary of all the above and even more that what we have collected is in one statement, “if anyone is in Christ, he is new creation!” (2 Cor 5:17)
In the Lord

Paul commands and exhorts in the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thes 3.12): “Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat.”  
This is not just a form of confession  because when it comes to eating, Paul  is convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is profane in itself and therefore it was acceptable to eat meat sacrificed to idols (Rom 14:14) because he knows that Christ is the true Creator of all.  A Jew will never agree with Paul because such meals are defiled.  In the social life and even under the Roman Law the slaves who are “called in the Lord” are free in the community of the believers and should see themselves accordingly (1 Cor 7:22).  The divinity of Jesus abolished the “gender” identity, because females and males are “in the Lord” (1 Cor 11:11), and “not independent” of each other.
‘In the Lord’ Who Penetrates the Totality of Life  
1.
Labor done “in the Lord” is not in vain (1 Cor15:58). 
2.
“Brothers made confident in the to speak the word of God” (Phil 1.14); Paul “hopes in the Lord” and “trusts a the Lord” regarding future activities (Phil 2:19, 24).
3.
Paul urges the church in Philippi to receive Epaphroditus “in the Lord with all joy” (Phili 2.29)
4.
He calls the same church to “rejoice in the Lord” (Phlp 3:1), to “stand firm in the Lord” (4:1), to “agree in the Lord” (4:2) and to “rejoice in the Lord always” (4:4).
The Work and the Person are One in the New Relationship 
 1.  The phrase “of Christ” is the genitive case (names something – ed.)  to express dependence and even ownership that makes Paul say that he is a “slave of Christ.”  There are a number of texts where phrases with the genitive “of Christ” obviously have a mystical element, for example, “if you are of Christ … then … you are heirs to the promise” (Gal 3:29) and “They that are of Christ (Christ’s) have crucified their flesh” (Gal 5:24).  Here we can hear the echo of Romans 6:6 where that kind of ownership takes place in Baptism.  When Paul asks those who divided the church at Corinth (1 Cor 1:12), “Was Paul then crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?”  More emphatically he says (Cor 15:23) “they that are of Christ” are “those that are in Christ” and in a striking way (Rom 8:9ff) those who do not have the Spirit are “none of his (i.e., Christ’s). 
2. 
In the Pauline letters we have no less than sixty-one nouns followed by the genitive of “Christ”, “Jesus Christ” or “The Lord”, and these texts all deal with basic teaching on where is the center of life.
The Name and Believing in Jesus

In 1 John 3:23; 5:13 it is the commandment of the Lord that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us: “And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,’” and   (Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:18; 19:5), “Baptism in the name of Jesus Christ contains the gift of the Holy Spirit,” so it is still Trinitarian.

Preaching that the Gospel was in the name of Jesus (Acts 5:40) “So they took his advice, and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go” (see also Acts 9:27-29), “But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists; but they were seeking to kill him.” 

Exorcism was in the name of Jesus (Acts 16:18) “And this she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, ‘I charge you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour.’” 
See also prayers such as “thanks in the name” (Eph 5:20 and Col 3 :17) “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 

This says as such that Person and name are the one fact of believing.  The whole Gospel of John orbits round the works, the Person of Jesus and the lack of faith of those who are called the Jews who refused to believe in Jesus (John 11:48; 12:36, 37, 38, 39, 42, 44, 46; 13:19).  John 14:1 is a good statement of the content of this faith, "Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me.”  This “believe in” is also believing the Father (John 14:10, 11, 12, and 16:9, 27, 30 and the whole of chapter 17).

The death of Christ on the cross leads to “Testimony” or rather “Witness” (John 19:35): “He who saw it has borne witness – his testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth -- that you also may believe.”  But this does not exclude the resurrection (John 20:8, 25, 29).
The picture in Acts becomes more defined.  Those who believed formed their own community (Acts 2:44 ff and 4:4, 32; 5:14). Preaching the “kingdom of God and the name of Jesus” seems to be the main point of the apostolic teaching according to Acts 8:12: “But when they believed Philip as he preached Good News about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”  More emphatic is that he who believes in him “receives forgiveness of sins through his name" (Acts 10:43; 14:23) and also the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:17, 21).

Believing in Jesus and his name brought freedom to Gentiles and freed them from the “burden” of Moses.  This was the decision of the first-ever Council in the history of the church (Acts chapter 15:5ff). 

Justification by Faith through Grace  

Faith in Jesus secures for us the “righteousness of God.”  Our mistake is to think that this is one event in our life, because of the verse “through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe” (Rom 3:22).  This faith is confessed and initiates into the death and the resurrection of Jesus in Baptism that communicates the death and the resurrection of Jesus (Rom 6:8 and 10:10-11, “For man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved.  The scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will be put to shame.’”  The attack on the “works of the Law” that destroys the gift of justification in Galatians 2:16 is also true about the gift of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. (Eph 1:19).

The Lordship of Jesus

1. 
The divinity of Jesus is not a functional tool.  The Lord is a Person who works in us as the new life (Rom 13:14): “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”  Such teaching demands a real fellowship (Rom 14:8): “If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's.”  Please notice the genitive, “We are the Lord's” and thus we serve the Lord (Rom 12:11).  More striking is how the divinity of our Lord does not allow us to use the “kosher” rules as a means to bring us close to God, "Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food – and God will destroy both one and the other.  The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body” (1 Cor 6:13).  The last part of this verse, “the Lord for the body,” has piffled some (become less distinct) but its meaning in the context is clear: the body belongs to the Lord, we have been bought with a “price” like all slaves in the ancient world.  Paul does not say anywhere that this “price” is the blood of the Lord, but the divine role of the Lord and the act of liberation from the slavery of sin and death by his death and resurrection makes Jesus the sole Owner of those who are liberated.  “The Lord for the body” is an Owner, but also is the one who is among us as one of us and shares his life with us because he is the “first born among” many brothers.  In this way we can understand the meaning of this unusual greeting (Rom 16 :11,1): “Greet my kinsman Hero'dion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus.  Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa.  Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord.”  This is confirmed in 1 Cor 7: 17, 22): 
“Only, let every one lead the life which the Lord has assigned to him, and in which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches.
For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of the Lord. likewise he who was free when called is a slave of Christ.” 

2.
The Lord is above all our rituals and rules because the Lord is the Creator.  Jesus does not assert his divine authority because Jesus is Lord, but because as Lord Creator he owns time and seasons, “He who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. He also who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God; while he who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.” (Rom 14 :6)

3.
The Lord is our Judge on the Day of Judgment, “It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then every man will receive his commendation from God” (1Cor 4:4-5). The unusual way of speaking about the one who sinned in the Church of Corinth, Paul writes in (1 Cor 5:4), “in the name of the Lord Jesus on the man who has done such a thing. When you are assembled, and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”  The power of the Lord” has been understood to be the Holy Spirit, for the Lord is present in the Spirit. 

The Lord at Worship

1. In Romans 10:13 Paul says, “Every one who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.”  And later, “for it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God” (Rom 14:11; 15:11) because the Lord is the “Crucified Lord of Glory” whom was not known to the rulers of the world (1 Cor 2:6).  The Lord of glory is the Lord in whose name we speak, “And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God (1Cor.6 :11).  These words are a hint to Baptism.  Even by saying that, “If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's” (Rom 14:8), baptism is not far away, as the content is very much like the longest text ever on Baptism in the NT and that is Romans 6:1- 8.
2. Christian life is to live in the Lord (Col 2 :6): “As therefore you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so live in him.”  Paul does not give us a “do it yourself” manual but says, (Col 1:10) “to lead a life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.”  Taking Christ the Lord as our example, Paul says (Col 3 :13), “forbearing one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.”
3. Sadly, we were dragged to the gender and the patriarchal-matriarchal debate on many subjects but what was missed is what is “Fitting in the Lord”.  These words of Paul do not set up obedience in absolute terms and must be read carefully (Col 3:18, 20, 23, 24): “Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  Slaves, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not with eyeservice [when their eye is on you], as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart, fearing the Lord.  Whatever your task, work heartily, as serving the Lord and not men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward; you are serving the Lord Christ.”
4. Praying and doing every thing in the name of the Lord, (Eph 5:5) “always and for everything giving thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father.” And also (Col 3:17): “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  We have to become aware of the special NT terms used for prayer and for worship that may be uncommon to our ears today.  In Acts 2:21, “And it shall be that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  Saul the Persecutor of the church, when he was converted, the news was received with surprise.  But read these words carefully (Acts 9:21): “And all who heard him were amazed, and said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called on this name? And he has come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests.’”  The Gentiles, like Israel, were called but this time by the Lord Jesus himself (Acts 15:17): “that the rest of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name.”  This is also clear from Romans 10:12, 13:  “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and bestows his riches upon all who call upon him.  For, ‘every one who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’”  Gentiles were called to the membership of the body of Christ the Church, (Eph 4:4, 5) “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call.” That means the rule of the peace of Christ (Col 3:15): “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.”  Christian fellowship is that of those who call upon the Lord.  Paul gives this pastoral advice to Timothy (2 Tim 2:22): “So shun youthful passions and aim at righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.” He says in Romans15:9, 11, “the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will praise thee among the Gentiles, and sing to thy name; and again, Praise the Lord, all Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him.’” (Eph 1:6, 12, 14).  Because of the “mediation” of the Lord, those who believe are “filled with the fruits of righteousness which come through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” (Phil 1:1)
5. Confession was primarily “Jesus is Lord.”  “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved.” (Rom10:9, 10).  This lordship is for the glory of the God the Father: “every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil 2:11).  “Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our religion: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory (1 Tim 3:16)
6. We have to remember that whenever we hear or speak of the Lord’s Supper, we must remember two important facts:

a.
Jesus invites us for this Supper because there is not Supper without the Host.

b.
It is the very Supper of the Lord, we calls us “take and eat…” thus it is meaningless to imagine that this Supper does not have the Presence of the Host who invites and offers the meal to his guests.
The Extended Rule of the Lord

1. 
Church relationship is in the Lord (Rom16: 8): “Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord.”  And love is in the Lord (2Thes31 Cor 4: 17): “Therefore I sent to you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church.”  Greeting is in the Lord (1 Cor 16:19): “The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Priscilla, together with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord.”  So much so that Paul says to receive Timothy (Phil 2:29): “in the Lord with all joy; and honor such men.”  It is the Lord that has to be the foundation of Church relationship ( :5): “May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.”  And (2 Thes 3:16): “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways. The Lord be with you all.” 

2. 
Preaching is a door that was opened in the Lord (2 Cor:12): “When I came to Tro'as to preach the gospel of Christ, a door was opened for me in the Lord.”

3. 
In the Lord we receive grace, 2 Cor 1“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (:2; 2 Cor 13:14; Eph 1:2; Eph 6:23).  And in the Lord we rejoice (Phil 4:4): Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice and I rejoice in the Lord.”
How does Paul use ‘in Christ’?
1. 
In Romans 3:24, we have the Person, the grace and the act of redemption, “justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”  This grace makes us dead to sin (Rom 6:11), but gives us the Reign of eternal life. “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 6:23). 

2. 
Grace is given in Jesus, “ I give thanks to God always for you because of the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus,” (1 Cor 1:4).  Jesus is the source of our life for “in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption;” (1 Cor 1:30), we can’t see that theses great acts of righteousness and sanctification and redemption are just mental concepts in our heads but are the foundation of our communion in the life of God, “But it is God who establishes us with you in Christ” (2 Cor 1:21).
3. 
Humanity that died in Adam, “in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Cor 15:22).  This is the new creation in Christ (2 Cor 5: 17) but reconciliation preceded this, “in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them” (2 Cor 5:19). 

4. 
When Paul says that “in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith” (Gal 3:14) it is because the new divine plan is to give “adoption” in Christ (Gal 3:26) and abolish the ethnic privileges. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal 3:28).  It is “faith working through love” (Gal 5:6).

5. 
Divine action according to Ephesians 2: 6 means that the resurrection of Jesus is our resurrection for we have been, “raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 
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