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Citizenship in Heaven

Philippians and Colossians – #2

Living in Grace and in Peace, Philippians 1

Philippians 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace

Grace in the New Testament is an act.  The Greek “grace” (Charis) is the translation of the Hebrew “khun” חֵן, “to find mercy and acceptance in someone’s eyes,” meaning “to be liked by someone” or “someone likes (us).”  The connotation is that the entire meaning is the act itself.  We are merely the recipients of grace.  

A quick glance at Grace: Χαρις
This word was not commonly used in a religious sense before the NT but the verb was commonly used in classical Greek. The verb Χαρις, chariou means to be delighted in something or some one.

Grace in the Old Testament
In the OT, the Hebrew word khan is used at least 56 times and 41 times are about God, that God is khanni in the Psalms (9:13; 123:3).  This is very important, calling God “gracious,” “kind,” even “courteous” in prayers as in Psalms 6:2, 9:13; 30:10; 31:9, 41:4, and 123:3.

Prayer in the Psalms has some great qualities:

God is called on to hear 4:1; to heal 6:2; to look up on the plight of the petitioner in the face of hid enemy 9:13; to redeem 26:11; to set the Caller up 41:10; to forgive sin 51:1; and to grant strength to his servant 86:16.  Prayers express the weakness 6:2; the loneliness 25:16; the affliction 31:9; 123:3, and pray-er’s crying 86:3.  The graciousness of God is part of his mercy and both attributes go together in the OT (Ex 34:6; Jonah 4:2; Ps 86:15; 103:8; 111:4; 145:8; Neh 9:17)

Essential use of the word Grace in the NT

1. Grace as favor or pleasure seems to be the intension of its use in: Acts (24:27; 25:3,9).  This use is always personal.

2. Grace is so personal that in Luke we read about “words of grace” (4:22 compare also Col 4:6) where grace in this verse is the name of the Gospel.

3. Grace is also the mighty work of the Holy Spirit Acts 14:3, Stephen the first martyr was “filled with grace and power” (Acts 6:80)

Grace in the Letters of Paul

1. Grace is used for thanks to God (Rom 6:17; 1 Cor 15:57; 2 Cor 8:16, 9:15).  Even a collection or “thanks-offering” (1 Cor 16:3; 2 Cor 8:1ff; 1 or 10:30).

2. What we call the apostolic “greeting” is a misleading name for the use of “grace and peace” (Rom 1:7).  The phrase being used at the end of 1 Thessalonians 5:28 should lead us to think that this greeting is about what is shared by the community, not just like we might say “good morning” in our time.

Theological Meaning of Grace

1. The use of grace must be read with the use of another word χάρισμα (charisma), or “gift” in Romans 3:24f, and Romans 4:1ff, and Romans 5:15, 17). Here it is not just favor or delight as in secular Greek:
2. “I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose” (Gal 2:21, the contextual meaning should be read from vv 15-20): “We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor.  For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Here the Cross is the Gospel and is God’s grace.

· We are saved by grace alone, because it is by grace that God accepts a sinner: “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.” (Romans 3:23-25).  Please note that the last words: “because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.”  Don’t allow us to think that God heaped former sins on the head of Jesus at the time of his crucifixion.  In 1 Corinthians 1:4 these emphatic words must be taken into consideration: “I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus.” Grace is the participation because what is given is given in the Person of Jesus by God.  Grace is no longer a “favor.”

· Grace is given by grace alone (sola gratia)  “Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due” (Rom 4:4) and by faith alone (sola fide) (Rom 3:14f; Gal 2:21; 5:4)

· Grace and faith in Romans 4:14-16 work together without the Law

Correction of a popular mistake

 If any one reads Romans 3:24ff several times, he can correct the popular mistake: We “are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.” We can mistakenly think we are justified:
a. By grace

b. As a gift

c. And are received by faith, one time
Let us read Rom 5:1 ff correctly:

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”  Hence: 
a. Justification is obtained by faith as a gift, but it is not faith that justifies a sinner, but God
b. Justification is Grace, not a gift
c. We stand now as before, so it is not one action taken by God, but an ongoing relationship. 
Grace and Favor
Another common mistake – Is grace just a divine “favor”? – can be corrected from the contextual reading:
1. John 1:14: And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,* full of grace and truth.” Is it possible to read these words, that the Only Son is full of “grace” as full of “favor”?  If “favor” is meant, then what about “truth?”  How can any one be full of a concept?  Favor is a social value.
2. John 1:16: “From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”  How can we receive “favor upon favor”?  It is better to read that we have received a new relationship based on “grace” that is based on a generous gift from God.  We can be sure when we read John 1:17: “The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ,” here grace came through Jesus, and in the context of the whole chapter one, it will be the grace of “adoption” as in 1:12:  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,  13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
3. Grace is God’s saving generous action in Jesus.  According to the testimony of the book of Acts 15:10-11, “Now therefore why are you putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear?  11 On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” This is the final decision of the first-ever council in the history of the Church, recorded in Acts (15).  It is like what we read in the Gospel of John: Jesus who is full of grace, saves all those who believe in him.  In the book of Acts we can watch the dynamic work of grace:
a. (6:8) Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people, that is full of the Holy Spirit who is grace,
b. (11:23) When he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion.  They saw the work of God,

c. (13:43) When the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to continue in the grace of God; to accept the grace of free justification by grace,
d. (14:26) From there they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work  that they had completed,
e. (15:40) But Paul chose Silas and set out, the believers commending him to the grace of the Lord to God’s guidance and care by the Holy Spirit.
f. (18:27) And when he wished to cross over to Achaia, the believers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him.  On his arrival he greatly helped those who through grace had become believers. Those who through grace beloved are those who have received not a favor but Christ as their Lord.
g. (20:24) But I do not count my life of any value to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good news of God’s grace.  That is the Gospel.
h. (20:32) And now I commend you to God and to the message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all who are sanctified. To the good news of believing in Christ who is the “good news” of God the Father,
4. Grace in the life and in the ministry of Paul, the letter to the Romans:
a. (1:5) Through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name. I have received the call and the power to be an apostle.

b. (1:7) To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Here you, who are saints, have received this grace to be holy by grace.
c. (3:24) They are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. See above comment.
d. (4:16) For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham – for he is the father of all of us, resting on God’s action that continues to work in all the children of Abraham.
e. (5:15) But the free gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many.  Here grace is the very resurrection of Jesus that secured life for us.
f. (5:17) if, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.  It is the grace of eternal life, which is now manifested through the resurrection of Jesus.

g. (5:20) But law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more. This is the grace that will encompass all: forgiveness, eternal life, adoption and kingdom.

h. (5:21) So that, just as sin exercised dominion in death, so grace might also exercise dominion through justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grace as a favor can’t exercise dominion, grace here is power of the resurrection that is the life Jesus granted us.

i. (6:1) What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? The next verse explains how grace is our life in Christ that is why (6:14) “sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace”.

Grace in Philippians

(Phili 1:7) It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.  In 2 Corinthians 8:9 Paul says: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.”  Jesus the Son of God became human and took the “form of the slave” that is the poorest state, to lift the condemnation of death, and to make us able to receive the “gift of life.”  This we shall study carefully in Philippians 2:6ff.
Peace in the OT – Shalom שָׁלוֹם‬‬‬

· To make amends

· To make good

· To be (or to make) peace

· To restore

· Peace

· Prosperity

· Wellness

· Wholeness

The use of shalom in the OT points to wholeness.  Shalom is seen in reference to the wellbeing of others (Genesis 43:27, Exodus 4:18), to treaties (1 Kings 5:12), and in prayer for the wellbeing of cities or nations (Psalm 122:6, Jeremiah 29:7).  It was added to the name of the great city of Jerusalem.  In Hebrew it is יְרוּשָׁלַיִם‬‎‎ Yerushaláyim, the root shalem, peace is found in Jerusalem, (yara means to lay or found).  Yet, its transcendence lies in its relationship to truth and justice (Psalm 85:10, Isaiah 48:18, 22, 57:19-21).  The wholeness of shalom, through justice and truth, inspires the words of hope for the work expected by the messiah, and to refer to its revelation as the time of peace (Haggai 2:7-9, Isaiah 2:2-4, 11:1-9), and to even grant this anointed one the title Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6, Micah 5:4-5). ‬‬

Peace in the NT

In the NT, the Greek εἰρήνη , eirene is used to mean peace.  But in the NT the word received deeper meaning that transcends its Hebrew counterpart, where peace is understood in relation to grace (Romans 1:7), and righteousness (Romans 14:17), and life in Christ that is life eternal (Romans 8:6).  It is also in prayer in the benedictions, like that in 1 Thessalonians 5:23 and Hebrews 13:20-21.  If we read carefully the words of Hebrews 13:20-21, we can tell immediately that such a benediction could not be used in any Jewish prayer (compare, Jewish, OT benedictions (Numbers 6.22-27) with “Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant. Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
The two marks of the New Covenant are:

A. The resurrection of Jesus

B. The covenant by his blood 

Paul’s greeting, however, adds the wish of peace. This is the Hebrew shalom whose basic meaning is the state of being sane and healthy, as someone or something is supposed to be.  It is not a super-state in any way, just the state of how matters are supposed to be. However, in scripture, matters are the way they are supposed to be only when they are according to God’s will.  Hence, this state of “peace” is actually dismantled when we do not abide in accepting God in the way God wanted us to be.  This way is called “precepts” of God that are our guide “on the way” on which God has put us, contravening the divine precepts as communicated by God through his prophets and then lain down in scripture is the reason why there is “no peace.” This understanding of peace explains the Pauline vocabulary whereby sinners are God’s “enemies” (ekhthroi) and their status is one of “enmity” (ekhthra, compare Rom 5:10; 8:7; 11:28; Eph 2:14, 16; Col 1:21).  It is not the secular understanding of “enmity” (hateful feelings toward another).  The Biblical background is in the story of Adam in Genesis 2-3.  He was “in (God’s) peace” or “at peace (with God)” so long as he did not contravene God’s express command of Genesis 2:16-17.  The moment he did, the divine curse struck and he lost the garden that God had planted for him to enjoy (2:8; 3:23-24).  Later, the same will occur to Israel when the people are driven out of the land or earth granted to them.  Although this “peace” is lost, God intervenes with his “grace” and offers the people the opportunity to “turn back” to the “way” that would eventually make them “return” to God’s peace.  So enmity is not hatred as in the secular world.  It is the lack of shalom, the lack of peace, due to the break down of relationship.

NT Theology of Peace

1. If we exclude the usual old usage of wishing good health (Mk5: 34) and blessings that appears in (Matt10: 13) and look for the more distinctive kind of peace, it will that of Jesus himself, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives…..” (Jn 14:27) this peace is the wholeness that Jesus has as the Son of God. It is not his good health but the unique relationship that Jesus has with his Father. We can be sure that Jesus wanted us to participate in his “peace” if we read the rest of the discourse in (Jn 16:25ff) “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures, but will tell you plainly of the Father. On that day you will ask in my name. I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving the world and am going to the Father. His disciples said, ‘Yes; now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure of speech! Now we know that you know all things, and do not need to have anyone question you; by this we believe that you came from God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do you now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each one to his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is with me. I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!’ 
2. After the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus appeared to the disciples and gave them not the OT greeting, because Jesus said, “When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (Jn 20:21-26). Giving his peace twice, before and after giving the Spirit, Jesus indicted that the Holy Spirit is the “gift “ of peace. This is confirmed by, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” (Gal 5:22-23). Let us not make this common mistake and miss-read the word” fruit” because it is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that gives us peace.
3. Peace is the “peace of Christ”, And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.” (Col 3:15) because Christ is the Mediator who brings peace and the kingdom, being the one who founded “reconciliation” (Rom 5:1;Col 1:20;Lk 2:14) but we must not allow our mind to fall into “abstract “ way of thinking. Peace is not an idea. Peace is Jesus Christ himself. In this beautiful text, Paul puts together the work and the Person of Jesus to heal the mind from falling into abstract conceptual way and to guide us to communion with Christ: “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, so that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body* through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.”. The text is rich. Please notice:
a. Jesus is our peace
b. Jesus achieved peace by his death on the cross
c. Thus Jesus established peace
d. This is the peace that is proclaimed
e. We have access to this peace in the One Spirit who leads us to the Father.
4. The NT declares that “peace” is the gift of the Father in the Son and by the Holy Spirit because this peace is given and is maintained through communion with Christ (Jn 16; 33; Phil 4:7  “And in 1 Pet 5:14 the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus, Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
5. Satan the accuser who tries to hinder this peace will be crushed under our feet, “The God of peace will shortly crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” (Rom 16:20)
6. Peace may be refused (Luke 10:5f) or unrecognized (Lk 19:42), but peace remains that peace of the Kingdom of God that is where God is ruling as King but his ruling is not accepted by those who don’t believe (Rom 14:17).
7. The church is called to receive this gift of peace “But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so; in such a case the brother or sister is not bound. It is to peace that God has called you.” (1 Cor 7:15) and “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.” (Col 3:15)
8. God in Christ came to tell us the good news of peace, that is the Gospel of peace.  You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – εὐαγγελιζόμενος εἰρήνην, euangelizomenos eirenen – he is Lord of all. (Acts 10:36) and “So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.” (Eph 2:17).
9. Peace is to be pursued by those who are in the church (2 Tim 2:22): Shun youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.” And in Hebrews 12:14, “Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.”

Peace of the Citizens of Heaven

Letter from Philemon

My beloved brother,

I thank God that you are well in body and pray that you will be also at peace with yourself and the whole world, if possible, by keeping in your heart the peace that our Beloved Lord gives to us when He enters our troubled life as He did when He entered the Upper Room and said, “Peace be with you.”
Whatever gift we have from our Father must be pursed by us. This is our nature that has inclination towards laziness and moving towards the false center of the old life that is the “ego.”  We love to be [seen] according to our own image because we know this self-image and are familiar with it to the extent that we don’t want to take it off.  St Paul knew this and he told us that we have to struggle, “For while we are still in this tent, we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.” (2 Cor 5:4-5).  

We are afraid to take off our mortal life, partly because we have it already and also we are familiar with it, while the new life is still a “seed.”  But this mortal life does not bring peace, but it brings: strive, hate, fear, disorder and all other vices that are the fruits of our extreme self-love. Because of that, we have to purse peace.
My friend, our life here and now is like a coin.  On one side, we have the mortal image but on the other side we the image of Jesus Christ.  This kind of duality is what St. Paul says that the first side we wish not to be unclothed, but on the other side we wish to be clothed with the Life of Jesus.  This is where our cross is erected down deep in our being. Blessed are you if you embrace your cross and seek the Lord of peace daily till the mortal in you is transformed by the shared effort of yours and that of Jesus.
We pursue peace by love; that love of Jesus that is ready to give up even life for the Father’s love.  But let us begin our way of peace by putting the needs of others before our needs.  Let us be humble and pursue what builds others even at the coast of our life.

Peace be with you

Pray for me

Philemon a sinner

(No date) 1968
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