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A Dynamic Study of the Letter to the Romans 
Children and Slaves, Romans 8:14-17

Romans 8 

14 For all those who are being led by God’s Spirit, these are sons of God. 

15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery resulting again in fear; rather you 
received Spirit of sonship by which we cry out, “Abba, the Father!” 

16 The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are God’s children, 

17 and if children, also heirs, on the one hand God’s heirs, but on the other hand 
Christ’s joint heirs, since indeed we are suffering jointly [with him] in order that

 we might also be glorified jointly [with him].
Notes on the essential Greek words

Verse 14 – Agesthai may simply mean being “led or controlled by the Spirit” (Cranfield) but it can mean also “guided” (New Jerusalem Bible).  The LXX used the same verb to express also willing devotion and personal obedience.  The compelling force of the Holy Spirit is contrasted with that of slavery, so it is not a compelling force where freedom of choice is lost hence the New English Bible appropriately  renders this “moved by the Spirit” (cf. 2 Tim 3:6).  The importance of the context, however, is that “To be led by the” is not a license for uninhibited ecstasy, as Paul hastens to remind his readers (1 Cor 12-14; 1 Thess 5:19-22).

Teaching on adoption is quite new.  Huiothsia means “children of adoption” and hence “they are sons of God.”  The idea of human beings as “sons of God” would not be strange to Paul’s readers would have the Jewish understanding of Israel as God’s son and of individual Israelites as sons of God or children of heaven; particularly the righteous, those whose living and dying was marked by faithfulness to the law (see Deut 14:1 with its usual typical corollary of election as marked out by particular rules; and cf. the eschatological promise of Hos 1:10 which Paul will quote in Rom 9:26).  Paul no doubt wrote in full consciousness of this double context of his readers’ pre-understanding, and with great deliberateness he takes up the familiar phrase and defines it precisely in terms of the Spirit of God.  The divine sonship of individuals is determined by the Spirit of God; the power of God as understood within Jewish tradition, now experienced in the outpouring and defined in terms of the Spirit, not in terms of the law or of faithfulness to the law, as in the wisdom and martyr traditions of Judaism, but by the Spirit which is the primary reference point in defining Christians’ sonship, and not faithfulness to the law as understood by his Jewish contemporaries.

Verse 15 – For you did not receive a spirit of slavery resulting again in fear; rather you received Spirit of sonship by which we cry out, “Abba, the Father!”
A proof of verse 14’s being “led by the Spirit” is already “proof” of sonship.  Verses 15-16 fill out the contextual (within the believer’s life) and certainly refer to the reception of the Spirit which marked and constituted the beginning of their life as Christians, meaning, “belonging to Christ.”  The phrase is already part of the essential Christian understanding of life (2 Cor 11:4; Gal 3:2, 14; John 7:39; 14:17; 20:22; Acts 1:8; 2:33, 38; 8:15, 17, 19; 10:47; 19:2; 1 John 2:27). 
Absence of Slavery
Please note the mark of our Christian life is the absence of slavery:

1. The “Spirit of truth” and “spirit of falsehood” – The Spirit of truth is opposite to the spirit of fornication, jealousy, envy, error, etc. (1 Cor 2:12; 2 Cor 11:4; Eph 2:2; 2 Thess 2:2; 2 Tim 1:7).
2. Perhaps our most important point is that great gift which reflects our nature and our personality which is summarized by this letter “I.”  Our Lord Jesus Christ told us that in order to be his disciples, we must renounce ourselves and carry our cross and follow him.  Our personality can be enclosed in this “I” and it is only through love that this “I” can discover its true being.  False life is created by our sins which deprive us of true love and close up the door of love.  God in the utter humility of his Son came to show us both the true way of life to true life and that is by true love.  The Son of God took the form of a slave (Phil 2:6).  Jesus was not a slave in any sense of the word nor did Jesus have the nature and the status of a slave, but the life of a slave.  He came to serve others.
3. Because of this utter humility and because of his Incarnation, the Son of God took even a new name, “Jesus.”  This name which we love and call upon is the name which reveals to us the new nature of life and the true way of love.  It is that nature of utter humility.  Pride is the first sin and it came as the result of eating from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  This act brought upon us the desire to be what we are not.  The manifestation of that false form of being is in creating our own Law of Good and Evil to satisfy our own lusts.  We deprive ourselves from the true Knowledge of Good and Evil by being totally outside any from of communion with God who is the true life and the true love.  This is the beginning of slavery.
4. Pride is also a reflection of our mortality.  Mortality is our hidden illness which drives us to seek Immortality, but where is this Immortality if our being came from our parents and theirs came from nothing?  Pride seeks to magnify our being and to puff it up with false images to control and manipulate everything around us and in particular our self-image.  This self-image is what demanded the treatment of the utter humility of the Son of God and this new name, “‘Jesus.”  This name which Jesus will keep forever as an eternal sign which even in the here-after will point to the utter humility (Kenosis) as the only way of true communion with God.  “To receive” means two things:

a. A need means that we receive what we have not.

b. We receive to share.  In sharing we discover freedom.
5. If you read the NT carefully we will notice that the Incarnate Son received many things from the Father: the name, the word, the commandment, his resurrection and his return to his eternal glory.  Because of Arianism (fourth century heresy which denied divinity of Christ), we developed a certain fear from speaking of the Son our Lord Jesus Christ whom God the Father appointed to be our Lord and Savior, so also receiving from the Father the Holy Spirit who anointed him and declared him “Christ” the Anointed One.  From both the Father and the Holy Spirit, the Son received his name Jesus, the name of his utter humility.  What Jesus received is stored for us in him; among many things is the blessing of eternal life which includes making us co-heirs with him.  This is impossible for anyone who has not been united with Jesus in his humility and in his love for the Father.
6. This "I" does not find its true nature by being enclosed within itself, but in acting outside the “I.”  This is why God created the world to be open to the world.  The "world” becomes the place where God opens his life to others, who are less than God not to enslave them but to lift them up to his glory.  
 
Prayers of Children

Jesus

Jesus pray in us the prayer which you want to utter in us.
Jesus pray with us the prayer which you long to hear.

Jesus pray for us for we do not know what we have to say.

Jesus pray in us the same prayer which you said when you were baptized.

Jesus pray in us the same prayer when you broke that bread in the upper room.

Jesus pray for us to receive from you the whole sum of the prayers which you offer to your Father and of your Spirit.

Jesus pray with us the very words when you were washing the feet of the apostles and when Judas kissed you.

Jesus pray for us to know what you used to say to the Father every morning.

Jesus pray in us the same prayer which you said when you were on the cross

The Father

Father pray in us the same unutterable prayer, which you prayed when your Son was begotten before all creation.
Father pray with us the same prayer you prayed when you sent your Son into the world.
Father pray for us when we cannot understand your Son and stumble over his humanity.
Father pray in us the same words, which you said when you baptized your Son and anointed him with your Spirit.
Father pray with us the same unutterable prayer which you prayed when your Son died on the cross.
Father pray for us to hear the same cry which you say when you hear the Spirit and the Son cry “Abba Father”.

The Holy Spirit 

Spirit pray in us the prayers which You taught the Son

Spirit pray with us the true intercessions of your love

Spirit pray for us to be the true image of your love

Spirit pray in us the same unutterable prayer which you prayed when you saw your companion become human.

Spirit pray with us the same prayer which you uttered at Pentecost.
Spirit pray for us that we become your prayer.

The Trinity

Jesus pray for us to be one with you in the unity which is above every unity.

Father pray in us the same prayer which you share with the Son and the Spirit

Spirit pray with us the same prayer which you inspired Jesus to reveal to us your unity. 

The Father’s Prayer

This is my beloved Son in whom I am pleased 

Your pleasure in the Son is above words

My pleasure is that when my Son becomes a man 

Humans will know me 

He will open my heart and theirs with the wounds of love 

They shall see and learn 

When you have the courage to be human and no more

You will have the courage of the humility of love 

I have the courage of sacrificing my Son

We are one and three

No words

Our Father is no longer words

But the fire of love

The Spirit who proceeds from Me

To dwell in all

Will kindle in you the silence of love

For he will bring the Cry of the whole creation

Abba Father
The Son’s Prayer
Silence is my movement

I came to every heart

I dwell in silence

I hear everything 

To hear you must be silent 

The Spirit’s Cry

Abba Father 

In your Son I cry

Redeem sinners with me

As I redeem them with your Son

Obedient to Death

Come Lord Jesus and enlighten my mind that I may understand your death with the same 
understanding that you have. 

This may be impossible for I am fond of words and words create a veil that hides basic truth from me. 

You can see the Father with your physical eyes because of the purity of your heart and that is why you told us that we may have this blessing if we have pure hearts.  But purity of heart is impossible for us unless we love like you and become obedient like you – not only to the commandments but also to your death. 

The young rich man kept all the commandments and you loved him but he lacked that obedience which comes from a free heart that can live only for God free from possessions.

The rich man did not want the freedom of love but that of the righteousness of the Law. 

This righteousness is good but it lacks true the freedom, for love gives freely – that freedom which marks this obedience which we ask from you and receive in your baptism. 

You told the two apostles, if they want to come and sit at your right hand they have to drink the cup, your cup, and be baptized with your baptism.  Therefore now, come Lord Jesus and tell us the mystery of your obedience, that one which you revealed in the Garden when you prayed for your resurrection.

Now we obey sin as slaves; let us not think that you want the same obedience which we have from sin.  You took the form of a slave so that you may transform it to the form of your son-ship through suffering and death. 
In you this old form died but it was raised new.  Come and reveal to us the depth of your love.  For you did not exchange our physical form with a new one and left our heart without change.  You came for our total life, and in its totality it was changed.  Sin has its roots in our false understanding of immortality.  We hang on to our life in order to make it immortal.  But life is a gift from you.  As a gift it has to be shared with you because earthly gifts are given for our temporary joy.  What is eternal must come from you and from you alone.  We are created from nothing and our fragile being can not live forever unless it is given the gift of eternal life. 
What is this gift unless we accept it as a true communion with you; it can not come to an end because we have it through the eternal Spirit which is not that of slavery but that of love and the obedience of the free. 

None of those who died were God Incarnate or the Only Son of God.  What we know of death is just the end of our physical life, but that inner death which we know when we are slaves to sin when we are obedient not to the commandment but to our lust which make our vision dim.  This death is our slavery to a being without you.  It is the obedience of slaves to the power of Hell.  
Lord Jesus your suffering was known to us through your words and your actions.  On the cross you revealed to us that you are one with us when you said that you are thirsty.  Your love for your mother was not darkened by your pain.  But when it came to your Father your obedience was tested not because the Father did not know your obedience but it is because of us and because you came to establish the new humanity which must learn the obedience of love.  About his we can say very little because your love was perfect while our love is imperfect.  Your love made you accept what you are not.

The Woman Who Loved More

You said to that woman who kissed your feet, her many sins were forgiven because of her great love.  Did you mean by that, her love freed her from her sins?  This is obvious for nothing can free us from our lusts except our love.  Your great love for us and for the Father was not a divided love but one and the same.  It was your love that freed you from self love and made you offer yourself to us.  This most amazing fact is that we sinners are loved as you love the Father.  One and the same love and that is why you said that the love which the Father has for you even before the foundation of the world may be in us.
Pope’s Notes 
PAGE  
East 91st Street Christian Church / Indianapolis / 317-849-1261 / www.east91st.org

